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" ComPtiat colleftion of the REIT of a late Dr. 
Samuel Johnſon Was deſired by the Public with ah 
ardour almoſt equal to the high opinion which was entertained 
of his talents and his morals.” The London Bookſellers 
J undertook, in conjunction wick the deceaſecks executors, to 
gratify this defire with an alactity, which proceeded from a 
conviction how much their own intereſt would be promoted 
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But, from whatever, ant the YT edition of the works 
of chat great writer and illoſtrious moraliſt, does not compre- 
hend his ParLtamexrary Dxparts, which; e every competent 
Judge muſt” allow, exhibir a memorable ſpecimen of the er- 


tent and bromptitude of his faculties. Theſe Debates, as. 


| the intelligent have for ſome time known, and as the world is 1 


now authentically told by the preſent hiſtorian of his life; were | 
originally compiled for the Gentleman's Magazine. And 
. theſe OraTions, which have induced learned foreigners to 
compare Britiſn with antient eloquence, were haftily ſketched. 
by Jokxvsox, while he was not yet thirty-two, while he was 
little acquainted with life, while be was ee not © for | 
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The inuminations of Jon s Oratory were | ki Fo 


oY ſcured by the jargon, which Cavs thought it prudent to 


adopt, in order to avoid Parliamentary indignation! | It is at 


length ſaſe to ſubſtitute the real for the fictitious ſpeakers.” The 
_ preſent Editor thought it a duty he owed to the Author and 
the Reader, to lay aſide the barbarous terms, which had been 
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contrived as much by the vanity as the caution of Cave, that 
the fineſt ſenſe might conſpicuouſly appear in the moſt brilliant 
/ language. As theſe Debates appeared originally without any 


regard to chronological order, it was deemed reſpectful to 
the public to reſtore this order, according to the dates, when 
che real Debates actually happened; beginning with the firſt 


of Johnſon- s on the 19th of November 1740, and ending 


with his laſt, on the 23d of February 1742-3. That this Be- 


Finning and this end to the Parliamentary effuſions of this ſuc- 
__ ceſsful rival of ancient Orators have been properly adjuſted, 


might be determined from the ſuperiority of ſtyle to the 
| ſpeeches of Guchrie and Hawkeſworth, the precurſor and fol- 
lower of J ohnſon 1 in this department of compilation, if Sir 


15 Hawkins had not fixed the dates from the diary of the 


friend, to whoſe memory he has paid a Proper tribute, by | 


. * to his virtues and his * 


11 is undoubtedly true, FE the Parliamencary motions, 


: which are contained in the following ſheets, were made, and 


that they were ſupported and oppoſed by the aſſigned ſpeakers : 


but, it wut be ä that 1 ohnſon did not give ſo 


79 
5 5 
* » » 
7 - 
1 i FP 
' 8 5 
1 | * 
, 
d _ 
* 9 
1 I 4 
$3 ts 
1 e 
% 
. > n , 
7 
% - 
. 
1 
4 


wy much 


& os 
ar, as — . 9 
* b 


r REF * s *. 1 


1 trap ay bid as what each ought: to-have | 
ads) Theſe debates, a . be .c | 


a A 3 forward to 2c“ their Lanes Fig um. As 
been dramas theſe Debates have received a juſt eulogy by che re- 
ha: | . mark of competent judges, how eaſy it was to affign to every 
iane ea ter bis. proper ſpeech without knowing the name. A 
any eee eee eee who read for amuſe 
firſt ors pbk, 2 - hot cs a_ 110 1 
ing . all more, ach: fr, like de Oraons of Cicero, d 
Demoſthene s, they ought to be ſtudied by che Britin youth 
2 of ſplendid eloquence, nervous argument, 
and Parliamentary decorum. Though few can hope to 
rival Johnſon' 8 performances, every youth, wWho from his 
birth or fortune expects to ſit in Parliament, ought to aim 
: by ſtudious peruſal at Johnſon's perfections in oratory and 
reaſoning. And theſe volumes may be uſefully inſpected 
by every public man ſor felicities of . expreſſion, for the 
e dignity, and | 
e 4 OS EY 55 


Few of the colle&i tions of Parliamen , ntary Debates can be 
juſtly regarded as much more authentic than Johnſon's 
. Orarions, The moſt ancient are probably the moſt authen- 
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| e ine was ſtill crimitial, at leaſt d: 
Parliamentary proceedings without Pali mne permiſſion. 

During King William's reiga the newſpapers ſometimes gave 

a detached ſpeech of a particular ſpeaker, who wiſhed, 
by contributing the outlines, to gratify ä ſecure 82 
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contain the [oldeſt Parliam 
moſt curious. Ts bn mne cf tht © on 
contains ſeyeral important Debates during the in 


period from the acteſſion of James J. till the ceffltibn f 
Parliaments under His unhappy ſon. The authentic De- 
4 


'bates'of the Seſſion 162 were publiſhed in 1766, fron 
Member's manuſeript. The collections of Ruſhworth con- 


tuin maby of the Parliamentafy Debates during the eivil 
Was. To theſe follow Gray's Debates, Which are fell 
more authentic. But, as to thoſe various collections, which 
proſeſt to give the Parliamentary De bares, during that diſ- 
Potstieus period from the Reſtoration to late times, they. 
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It was inthe bade times, 1 neil ficcarded: 


"pe Parliamentary Debates were firſt, diſtributed, through the 
land in Wee es, | 41 hen it was that Boyer's zeal 
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The Gin 8 Magazine ies hee: Bani che 
public with till more finiſhed Debates, which" wers” kt 
compiled by GUTHRIE, then by Joanson, and "ſteeply 
by HAWEESWORTH. The ſucceſs of this far-famed' miſ 


cellany ___ my 2 public wn who 


however HT Re tl to Patil Neben And theſe „ 


ſolves have at length filently given way to the ſpirit of the. 


people, who, as they. oy" the right of inſtructing their 
repreſentatives, ſeem to have eſtabliſhed the” privilege e &f 
. Knowing = their repreſentatives tay. 
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T bat ae e then, might not be r=; of writings, 


| . thus worthy of their author, or excluded from the eaſy, peruſal ? 
of Parliamentary Orations, thus aufg and inſtructive, the 
two fol lowin g Volumes were publiſhed. And, they, are. given 


to the world i in & form ſo convenient, chat they may either be. 
conſidered. as a proper SUPPLEMENT to the Works of 5 


SaMuzL Jonnson, at the ſame time publiſhed by the Lon- 


don Bookſellers, or regarded merely as the PARLIAMENTARY 


' Depares of that celebrated Orator, at the moſt intereſting . 


Pan in our a; ON Actuated by cheſe fair motives, the 
5 Editor 
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Editor has a high reſpett, having obſerved, that the bar- 
barous 3 jargon, which had been employed by the vanity or 


caution of the Editor of the Gentleman's Magazine, was 
mentioned too generally y in the foregoing Preface, and that 


don 
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the Lilliputian terms, which once obſtructed the reader's pro- 


_ grefs,- would now gratify his curioſity, the Editor has ſub- 
| Joined the fictious names of perſons and places with the 


Teal ones, as __ occur in the Debates of that miſcellany. 
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| PROHIBITING THE EXPORTATION or CORN, Ke. | +6 


Ox the firft ies of the Stor, his Maiefty, 5 in his ſotech from the is, 


recommended to Parliament to confiler of ſeme good law to prevent the 
grownng miſchief « of the exportation of. corn th foreign countries.” ho : 
On the fourth day, a bill for preventing for a limited time the rxportu- 
tion, &c. was read a hf time in the Houſe of Commons, . and the © 
_ queſtion, but, vubether i fhould be ia which poſed in the 
negative. 
This day the agent * the dts of PenſSluati and New guiſe, 3 
ſented a petition againſt the Fer bo Corn IE _—_ Was referred. to 7 
Committe. 
Another petition tas alli preftated 55 W. ae fir the 2 of . 
e nefliculy. in New England, ſetting forth that the e trade that- 
colony arefe from ſup) lying other Britiſh colonies with corn, fo that un- 
teſs that colony be excepted from the reftraints intended by this bill, both 


* 


that and thaſe which are ſupplied by it will be redured to great gs: 
and praying therefore that ſuch exception may be allowed, x Le I 
The allegations in this petitian were confirmed by another * from one of the | 
provinces ſupplied by the colony of Connecticut. v7 of 
Another petition 'was preſented by the "agent fo South Carolind, . 
forth, that unleſs * rice e in as were allowed 10 be 
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wy © exported, the colony muft be rained by the ii, 


"It with more invariable reſolution. 
© degrees of reputation, which the ſeveral aſſemblies of Commons have 


\ |; ways bY the general * of mankind applauded as the pattern 


| [Nov. 19, 
procure rice fi the _ 2 alrech too much thei oils in 
trade. 

This petitioh was febrerted'ty anthir, offired at the ſame Kine 15 the 
merchants of Briſtol. 

A petition was likewiſe preſented 5 the agent for the ſugar lands, in 
which it was alleged, that if no proviſions be imported thither from 
Britain, they muſt in one month ſuffer the extremities of famine. . 

All theſe petitions were referred to the Committee for the bill. 


2 b EB ATE on 


I printed paper was alſo delivered to the members, entitled, Confiderationg 


en the Embargo, which enumerated many dangerous ' conſequences likely 
to be produced by an tmbargo on proviſions, and ſuggeſted that it 
was no better than a wicked ſcheme for private profit, with other re- 
Feettions, for which the paper was deemed a libel, and the author com- 
mitted to priſon. „ 

The bill being read i in the Committee, Produced the aba <a 
debate. 


M* PULTNEY ſpoke to this effedt :—Sir, after all the 


attention which has been beſtowed upon the bill now be- 


| fore us, I cannot yet conceive it ſuch as can benefit the nation, 
or ſuch as will not produce far greater inconveniencies than thoſe 


which it is intended to obviate, and therefore as thoſe inconveni- 
encies may be prevented by other means, I cannot but declare that 


I am far from approving it. 


Our anceſtors, Sir, have always thooghe it the great buſineſs of this 
Houſe to watch againſt the encroachments of the prerogative, and to 
prevent an increaſe of the power of the miniſter, and the Commons 
have always been conſidered as more faithful to their truſt, and more 
properly the repreſentatives of the people, in proportion as they 
| have conſidered this great end with more attention, and proſecuted 
If we enquire into the different 


obtained, and conſider why ſome are remembered with reverence and 
"gratitude, and others never mentioned but with deteſtation and con- 
tempt, we ſhall always find that their conduct, with regard to this 
ſingle point, has produced their renown or their infamy. Thoſe are 
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1. 1740] r e on N 5 1 . 9 
of their country, who have Eruggled-with the influence of the crown; 
and thoſe condemned as, traytors, who have either promoted it by 
unreaſonable grants, or i ng: Hog dee. without re- 


ſiſtance. POO 

It has not indeed, Sir, been always the practice of miniſters to 
mas open demands of larger powers, and avow, without diſguiſe, 
their defigns of extending their authority; ſuch propoſ#ls would in 
former times have produced no conſequences but that of awakening | 
the vigilance of the ſenate, of raiſing ſuſpicions againſt all theit 
proceedings, .and of RE New crown wich n - 2k 
dreſſes, and impeachments, 

They were under a deset in thoſe times of mw their 
ſchemes, thoſe ſchemes which ſearcely any miniftry has forborn to 
adopt, by more ſecret and artful and ſilent methods, by methods of 
diverting the attention of the publick to other objects, and of mak- 


Ing inviſible approaches to the point in vie, white they ſeemed to 
direct all their endeavours to different purpoſes. | 


But ſuch, Sir, have been the proofs of implicit ne 0 which 
the adminiftration has received from this allembly, that it is now 
common to demand unlimited powers, and to expect confidence 
without reſtriction, t to require an immediate pollefon of our eſtates 
by a vote of credit, or the ſole direction of our trade by an act for 
prohibiting, during their pleaſure, the oe idacpinnd of the produce 
of our lands. 

Upon what inſtances of uncommon merit, of FOE publick 
proſperity, unknown in former times, or of diſcernment ſuperior to 
that of their moſt celebrated predeceſſors, the preſent miniſters found 
their new claims to ſubmiſfion and to truſt, I am indeed at a loſs | 


to diſcover ; for however mankind may have determined concerning 


the integrity of thoſe by whom the late memorable convention 


was tranſaQted, defended, and confirmed, I know not that their 


wiſdom has yet appeared by any inconteſtable or manifeſt evi- 
dence, which may ſet their abilities above queſtion, and fix their te- 
putation for policy out of the reach of cenſure and enquiries. 
The only act, Sir, by which it can be diſcovered that they have 
any degree of penetration proportionate to their employments, i is the 
embargo lately laid upon proviſions in Ireland, by which our enemies 
have been timely hindred from furniſhing themſelves from our domi- 


nions with oy for their armies and their Davies, and our fel- - 
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Jow ſubjeRs Gs - expoſing themſelves to the 
miſeries of famine; by yielding to the temptation of preſent profit; 
à temptation generally ſo powerful as to Weyl over any n in- 
tereſt. 
hst as nothing is more contrary to my natural ifpbſidions-x or more 
. unworthy of a member of this houſe than flattery, I cannot affirm 
that I aſeribe this uſeful expedient wholly to the ſagacity or the cau- 
tion of the miniſtry, nor can I attribute all the happy effects produced 
by it to their benign ſolicitude for the publick welfare. 
am inclined to believe that this ſtep was adviſed by thoſe * 
were prompted to conſider its importance by motives more preva- 
lent/ than that of publiek ſpirit, and. that the deſire of profit which 
has ſo often. dictated pernicious meaſures, has for once produced, 
in return, an expedient juſt and beneficial; and it has for once 
luckily fallen out, that ſome of the friends of the adminiſtration 
have Aiſdovered that the publick i. intereſt was mA with their 
own. 1 
It is highly probable, Sir, that the ener FR 3 the 
navy 1 with proviſions, conſidering with that acuteneſs which a quick 
ſenſe of loſs and gain always produces, how much the price of vic- 
tuals would be raifed by exportation, and by conſequence how much 
of the advantage of their contracts would be diminiſhed, ſuggeſted 
to the miniſtry the neceſſity of an embargo, and laid before them 
thoſe arguments which their own obſervation and wiſdom would ne- 
eee 5 
- Thus, Sir, the . in that 0 e of thoir conduct, on 
which their political reputation muſt be founded, can claim perhaps 
no higber merit, than that of attending to ſuperiour knowledge, of 
complying with good advice when it was offered, and * not ae 
| het A when it was laid before them. 1 | | | , 
But as I would never aſcribe to one man the marie of another, 


ſhould be equally unwilling to detract from due commendations, 


"and ſhall therefore freely admit, that not to reject good counſel is a 
degree of wiſdom, at which I could not expect that OF * whom 
the convention was concluded would ever have arrived. | 

But whatever proficiency they may have made in the art of govern- 


1 ment ſince that celebrated period, however they may have encreaſed 


their maxims of domeſtick policy, or improved their knowledge of 
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gree of ſuſpicion; nor can prevail upon myſelf to ſhut my eyes and 
deliver up the publick and myſelf impliditly to their direction. 1 
- Their ſagacity, Sir, may perhaps of: late have received ſome im- 
provements from longer experience, and with regard to their in- 
tegrity, I believe at leaſt that it is not much diminiſned; and yet 1 
cannot forbear aſſerting the right of judging for, myſelf, and of de- 
termining according to the evidence that ſhall be brought before me. 
I have hitherto entertained an opinion that for this purpoſe only 
we are deputed by our conſtituents, who, if they had repoſed no 


confidence in our care or abilities, would have given up long fince 
vhich the vexatious right of conteſting for the choice of repreſentatives. 
uced, They would have furniſhed the miniſtry with general powers to 
once act for them, and ſat at eaſe with no other regard to publick mea- 
ation ſures, than might incite them to animate with their applauſes the 


their laudable endeavours of ule profound, "hel" ne and their | 
magnanimous governours. 88 i C 
As I do not therefore check any Lalpicioris wing own un 1 
ſhall not eaſily be reſtrained from uttering them, becauſe I know not 
how I ſhall benefit my country, or aſſiſt her edunſels by ſilent me- 
ditations, I cannot, Sir, but obſerve that the powers conferred by 
this bill upon the adminiſtration are larger than the nation ean ſafely 
repoſe in any body of men, and with which no man who conſiders 
to what purpoſes they may be employed wilh a convenient 110 | 
inveſt. the negociators of the convention. . 
Nor do my objections to this act atiſe wholly f from my FRO 
ſions of their conduct, who are intruſted with the execution of it, 
but from my reflections on the nature of trade, and the conduct of 
thoſe nations who are moſt celebrated for commercial wiſdom. 
It is well' known, Sir, how difficult it is to turn trade back 
into its ancient channel, when it has by any means been diverted 
from it, and how often a profitable traffick has been loſt for ever, by 
a ſhort interruption, or temporary prohibition. © T he reſentment of 
diſappointed expeQation? e, inclines the buyer to ſeek another market, 
and the civility. to which his new correſpondents ; are incited by thelr 
con intereft, detains him, till thoſe by whom he was formerly ſup-* ; 
plied, having no longer any vent for their products or their wares, 
emplay their labours on other Fee h ee thre lands 
for other Purpoſes, : 


"BY 0 IO Thus, 


1 - 


Tus, Sir, if thoſe nations who have hitherto been ſupplied with 
corn from Britain, ſhould find a method of purchaſing it from Den- 
mark or any other of the fiorthern regions, we may hereafter ſee our 
grain rotting in our ſtorehouſes, and be burthened with proviſions 

which we can neither conſume ourſelves, nor ſell to our neighbours, 
The Hollanders, whoſe knowledge of the importance or ſkill in 
the arts of commerce will not be queſtioned, are fo careful to preſerve 
the inlets of gain from obſtruction, that they make no ſeruple of 
ſupplying their enemies with their commodities, and have been 
known to ſell at night thoſe bullets which were next 5 to be dif. 
charged againſt them. _ 

Whether their example, Sir, deſerves « our imitation "hay not able 
| to determine, but it ought at leaſt to be conſidered whether their 
_ conduRt was rational or not, and whether they did not by a preſent 

evil, enſure an advantage which overbalanced it. 1 


I There are doubtleſs, Sir, ſometimes ſuch exigoncies as require ta 
be complied with at the hazard of future profit, but I am not certain 
chat the ſcarcity which is feared or felt at preſent, is to be numbered 
amongſt them; but, however formidable it may be thought, there 
is ſurely no need of a new law to provide againſt it: for it is one of 


thoſe extraordinary incidents, on which the king has the right of 


exerting extraordinary powers. On occaſions like this the preroga- 
tive has heretofore operated very — and I know not that the 
law has ever reſtrained it. 


It is therefore, Sir, in my opinion, moſt e PTA Fi no- | 


thing in ſo dubious, a queſtion, and rather to act as the immediate 
occaſion ſhall require, than proſecute any certain method of proceed- 
ing, or eſtabliſh any precedent by an act of the ſenate. 


To reſtrain that commerce by which the neceſſaries of life are 


diſtributod is a very bold experiment, and ſuch as once produced an 
InſurreQion in the empire of the Turks, that i in the er; 
ſition of one of their monarchs. 

I therefore willingly confeſs, Sir, that I know not how to con- 
.©lude : Jam unwilling to deprive the nation of bread, or to ſupply 
dur enemies with ſtrength to be exerted againſt ourſelves ; but I am 
on the other hand afraid to reſtrain commerce, and to cruſt the au- 
thors of the convention. 

Mr. PELHAM ſpoke next, to the following Eh Sir, I am al- 
ways in expectation of improrement and inſtruction when that 
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gentleman engages in any diſcuſſion of national queſtions, on which 
he is equally qualified to judge by his great abilities and long expe- 
rience, by that popularity which enables him to ſound the ſentiments 
of men öf different intereſts, and that intelligence which extends 
his vie ws to diſtant parts of the world; but on this occaſion I have 
found my expectations fruſtrated, for he has enquired without making. 
any diſcovery, and harangued without illuſtrating the queſtion be» ; 
fore us. 

He has ſatisfied himſelf, Sir, with declaring his ſuſpicians SI 
out condeſcending to tell us what deſigns or what dangers he ap- 
prehends. To fear without being able to ſhew the object of our 
terrors, is the laſt, the moſt deſpicable degree of cowardice ; and to 
ſuſpect without knowing the foundation of our own ſuſpicions, is 
ſurely a proof of a ſtate of mind, which would not be applauded on 
common occaſions, and ſuch as no man but a patriot would n 
to confeſs. 

He has indeed, sir, uttered ſome very ingenious conceits upon 
che late convention, has alluded to it with great luxuriancy of fancy, 
and elegance of dition, and muſt at leaſt confeſs that whatever may 
be its effects upon the intereſt of the nation, it has to him been 
very beneficial, as it has ſupplied him with a ſubject of raillery When 
other topics began to fail him, and given opportunity for the exer+ 
ciſe of that wit which began to languiſh for want of employment. 

What connection his wonderful ſagacity has diſcovered between 
the convention and the corn-bill, I cannot yet fully comprehend, _ 
but have too high an opinion of his abilities to imagine that ſo many 
inſinuations are wholly without any reaſon to ſupport them. I doubt 
not therefore, Sir, but that when ſome fitter opportunity ſhall pre- 
ſent itſelf he will clear their reſemblance, and branch out the paral- 
le] between them into a thouſand particulars, | _ gre 

In the mean time, Sir, it may be proper for the houſe: to ex- 
pedite the. bill, againſt which no argument has yet been produced, 
and which is oft too much en, to be (eines by raillery or i in- 
vectives. 


Mr. Sawpys ſpoke oh in be a8 follows . Pa Bill 
before us, as it is of too great importance to be negligently delayed, 
is likewiſe too dangerous to be precipitately hurried into a law. 

It bas been always the practice of this houſe to conſider - money- 
bill with particular attention, becauſe money is power in almoſt 
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| the higheſt degree, and ought not therefore to be given but upon 
ſterong aſſurances, that it will be employed for the purpoſes for 

Tg W it hy „ deqyatided, and WE s Wo e wth are in Wr 
E. Bie il we ner A the vin now kit, it will appear | 
yet more than a money bill, it will be found a bill for regulating 5 
the diſpoſal of that, which it is the great ufe of money to procure, 
and is therefore not to be paſſed into a law without a cloſe attentian' 
to every circumſtance that may be combined with it, and an ac- 
eurate examination of fall the confequences that may be 95 
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Some of theſe circumfiaaces or conſequences, it is the duty of 


every member to lay before the houſe, and T ſhall therefore propoſe, 
chat the inducements.to the diſcovery of any proviſions illegally ex- 
ported, and the manner of levying the forfeiture, may be particularly | 


diſcuſſed z for by a defect in this part, the regulation lately eſta- 
bliſhed by the regency, however (caſonable; produced tumults and 
diſtractions Which every good government ought ſtudiouſly to obyiate, 
N By their proclamation, Sir, half the corn that ſhould be found de. 


figned for exportation was to be given to thoſe who ſhould diſcover and 
feize it. The populace, alarmed at once with the danger of a fa- 
mine, and animated by a proclamation that put into their own hands 


the means of preventing it, and the puniſhment of thoſe from 


Whoſe avarice they apprehended it, roſe in throngs to execute iq | 
6 grateful a law. Every man, Sit, whoſe diſtreſs had exaſperated him, 


was incited to gratify his refentment ; every man, ' whoſe inal 


prompted him to maintain his family by methods more caly than 
That of daily labour, was delighted with the proſpect of growing rich 


on a ſudden by a lucky feizure, All the ſeditious and the profligate 


cCombined together in the welcome employment of violence and 


rapine, and when they had once raiſed their expectations there was 
no fmall danger, - leſt their impatience of diſappointment ſhould de- 
termine them to conclude, that corn, wherever found, was defigned 
ivt exportation, and to bine it as a lawful prize. 


Thus, Sir, by an imprudent regulation, was every man's pro- | 
porty brought into hazard, and his perſon expoſed to the inſults of 


a hungry, a rapaciaus, and ungovernable rabble, let laoſe' by a 


publick-praclamatian, and ee to ſearch bmi ons Haan, 
an Imaginary law, 
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won That we may not give occaſion to violence and injuſtice of the f 
for Wl fame kind, let us carefully conſider the meaſures which are propoſed 
lves before we determine upon their propriety and paſs no bill on this 
© "Wl important occaſion without en deliberation en leave us n- 
thing to change or to repent, e yt 20 aha $18 - 
Mr. EAxLE ſpoke next to this effect; NO —— % 
dangers which have been repreſented as likely to ariſe from any - 
error in the proſecution of this. great affair, I cannot but dedare 
my opinion, that no delay ought to be admitted, and that. not 


14 


conſiderations, ought to retard our proceedings for a day. 
My imagination, Sir, is perhaps, not ſo fruitful as that of fome 
other members of this Houſe, and therefore they may di ſcoyer 
many inconvenjencies which I am not able to Conceive. But as 
every man ought to act from his own conviRtion, it is my duty to 
urge the necelity of paſſing this bill till it can be proved to me, that 
it will produce calamities equally to be dteaded with the couſe- 
uences of protracti ing our debates upon it, equal to the miſeries . 
F 2 famine, or the danger of enabling our enemies to lore 
their magazines, to 9 12 0570 N and wien Een Sari. 
ſons. 1 „ $77.48 
If E eld be infaghtat;” wat men was in this aenbiy a fuer 
of France or Spain, zealous for the ſervice of His prince, and the - 
proſperity of his country, I ſhould expect that he would ſumm mmog 
all his faculties to retard the progreſs of this bill, that he would em- 
ploy all his ſophiſtry to ſhew its inconveniency and imperſectiona, | 
and exhauſt his invention to ſuggeſt the dangers of haſte ; and cer- 
tainly he could do nothing that would more effectually promote the 


te intereſt of his countrymen, « or tend more g to e and depreſs the 
id power of the Britiſh nation. 8 FP 

as If this” would naturally be the conduct of an enemy, it is un- 
= neceſſary to prove that we can only be ſafe by acting in oppoſition to 
d it, and I think it ſuperfluous to vindicate'my ardour for promoting 
; this bill, We le f 1s 12 9 that its Kane OY: * pleafing 0 2 
„ Spaniards, | 
f Mr. Burxzer then poke as follows Sir; if this Jaw be' THY | 


* at any time, it cannot now be delayed, for a few days ſpent in delibe- 
$ ration, may make it ineffectual, and that cuil way ve ** of which 
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even the ſpecious ptetence of more exact enquiries, and min ute | 


E 


That —— Sir, for the 1 proviſions are 
8 nals made in all the maritime parts of the empire, is generally 
known; and it requires no great ſagacity to diſcover that thoſe by 
whom they are made, and made with a view of immenſe profit, 
are defirous that they may be executed; and that they will ſoon 
compleat the execution of them, when. they are alarmed with the 
apprehenſion of a bill which in a few. days may take from them 
' the power of exporting what they have already collected, and ſnatch 
their gain from them when it is almoſt in their hands. 

A bill for theſe purpoſes, Sir, ought to fall upon the contraftors 
Alke a ſudden blow, of which they have no warning or dread ; 
againſt which they therefore cannot provide any ſecurity, and which 
they can neither elude nor reſiſt, 

If we allow them a ſhort time, our 8 will be of little 
benefit to the nation, which is eyery day impoveriſhed by the ex- 
portation of the neceſſaties of life, in ſuch quantities, that in a 
few weeks the law, if it be paſſed, may be without penalties, 
for there will be no poſſibility of diſobeying it. 1 

Sir Jon Bax NAR ſpoke next to the following purpoſe Sir, 1 
| cannot diſcover the neceſſity of prefling the bill with ſuch precipitation, 


as muſt neceſſarily exclude many uſeful conſiderations, and may pro- 


duce errors extremely dangerous ; for I am not able to conceive what 
inconveniences can ariſe from a ſhort delay. 

The exportation of proviſions from Ireland is at preſent 8 
by the proclamation; and the beef which was deſigned for other na» 


tions, has been ptudently bought up by the contractors, by which 


thoſe murmurs have been in a great meaſure obviated which natu- 
rally ariſe from diſappointments and loſſes, | 

There is therefore, Sir, no danger of exportations from that park 
of our dominions, which is the chief market for proviſions, and from 


whence our enemies have been generally ſupplied ; ; in Britain there 


is leſs danger of any ſuch pernicious traffick, both becauſe the 
ſcarcity here has raiſed all proviſions to a high price, and becauſe 
anercbants do not immediately come to a new market, 
I Thebill, at leaſt, ought not to be paſſed without regard to the 
general welfare of our fellow ſubjeQs, nor without an attentive conſi- 
eration of thoſe petitions which have been preſented to us; petitions 
not produced by panic apprehenſions of imaginary dangers, or diſtant 
2955 of 1 inconveniencies N Poſnible, but by the certain fore- 
KIT © | ſight 


chat a good end may be defeated dy abfurd — of means, and I 


K. 17% /%90cy0 Tui conn #5ili . 
. to daltruion of trade, andthe | 
ſudden deſolation of flouriſhing provinces. | | 

By prohibiting the exportation of rice, we ſhall, Sir, in one year, 
reduce the colony of South Carolina below the poſſibility of ſubſiſt- 
ing; the chief product of that country, the product which induced 
us originally to plant it, and with which all its trade is carried on, is 
rice. With rice. the inhabitants of that province purchaſe all the 


other neceſſaries of life, and among them the manufaRtures of our 


own country. This tice is c by our u. Paris 
of Europe, and ſold again for large profit, 

That this trade is very important appears . 
which it employs, and which, without lading, muſk rot in the har- 
bours, if rice be not excepted from the general prohibition. With- 
out this exceptions Sir, it is not eaſy to ſay what numbers, whoſe 
ſtations appear very different, and whoſe employments have no vi- 
ſible relation to each other, will be at once involved in calamity, re- 
duced to ſudden diſtreſs, and obliged to ſeek new methods of ſup- 
porting their families, The ſailor, the merchant, the ſhipwright, 
the manufacturer, with all the ſubordinations of employment that 
depend upon them, all that ſupply them with materials, or receive 
advantage from their labours, almoſt all the ſubjedts of the Britiſh 
crown, muſt ſuffer at leaſt in ſome degree, by the ruin of Carolina, 


Nor ought the danger of the ſugar iflands, and other provinces, 


leſs to alarm our apprehenſions, excite our compaſſion, or employ 
our conſideration, ſince nothing is more evident than that by paſſing 


this bill without the exceptions which their petitions propoſe, we 
ſhall reduce one part of our colonies to the want of bread, and con- 


fine the other to live on nothing elſe ; for they ſubſiſt by the ex- 
change of thoſe products to which the ſoil of each country is pecu- 


liarly adapted: one province affords no corn, and ee, 2 N 


its inhabitants with corn only. 

The neceſſity of expediting this bin, however it has been exag- 
gerated, is not ſo urgent but that we may be allowed time ſufficient 
to conſider for what purpoſe itis to be paſſed, and to recolle& that 
nothing is deſigned by it, but to hinder our enemies from being ſup- 
plied from the Britiſh dominions with proviſions, by which W 


might be enabled more powerfully to carry on the war againſt us. 


To this deſign no objection has been made, but it is well known, 
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am not able to diſcover how we ſhall enereaſe eur own ſtrength, or 


„ 0 ＋ [vov. 19 


diminiſh that of our — e e g ee one 3 e our fellow 
ſubjects to ſtarve the other. 
It is neceſſary, Sir, to probibit the exportation of corn'to Hopi 


of our enemies, and of thoſe nations by which our enemies will be 


ſupplied, but ſurely it is of no uſe to exel ude any part of our.own 
dominions from the privilege of being ſupplied from another. Nor 


can any argument be alleged in defence of ſuch a law, that will 


not prove with equal force, that corn ought to remain in the ſame 
granaries where it is now laid, that all the markets in this kingdom 
ſhould be ſuſpended, and that” no man ſhould: be dea er r to el 
bread to another. 0 


There is, indeed, Si, a polbility that the liberty for which I 


contend may be uſed to wicked * purpoſes, and that ſome men may 
be incited' by poverty or avarice' to carry the enemy thoſe proviſions, 


which they pretend to export to Britiſh provinces. But if we are 


to refuſe every power that may be employed to bad purpoſes, we | 
muſt lay all mankind in dungeons, and diveſt human nature of all 


its rights ;; for every man that ny the 1 9 750 of e wy 19474 
times act ill. 


It is, ' "ONT prudent to obſtruct e aegis even when 
we cannot hope entirely to defeat them, and therefore I am of 


opinion, that no proviſions ought to be exported without ſome method 
af ſecurity, by which the governars of every place may be afſured 


that they will be conveyed to our own colonies. Such ſecurities will 


eaſily be contrived,” and may. be regulated in-a manner that they ſhall 
not be defeated without ſuch hazard, as the profit that can be ex- 
pected from illegal commeree, will not he able to compenſate. - 


It is therefore, Sir, proper to delay the bill ſo long at leaſt as that 


we may produce by it the ends intended, and diſtreſs our enemies 


more than ourſelves; that we may ſecure plenty at home, without 
the deſtruction of our diſtant colonies, and without obliging part of 
our fellow- ſubjects to deſert to the Spaniards for. want of bread, 

Mr. BowLes ſpoke in this manner :—Sir, the neceſſity of nel 


ing rice from the general prohibition is not only ſufficiently evinced 
b. the agent of South Carolina, but confirmed; beyond controverſy 


or doubt, by the petition of the merchants of Briſtol, of which the 
. juſtice: and reaſonableneſs appears at the firſt view to Every man ac- 
quainted with the nature of commerce- Ns Ag eels 

1 „„ O00 
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How much the province of SeathiCanpline: will be diſtreſſed by 
this prohibition, how ſuddenly the whole trade of that country will be 
at a ſtand, and how immediately the want of many of the neceſſaries 
of life will be felt over a very conſiderable part of the Britiſh domi 


A be nions, has already, Sit, been very pathetically repreſented, and 
on very clearly explained; nor does there need any chen, 2 
Nor % perſuade us to allow the exportation of ricgcſ e. 
t will But, from the petition of the merchants of Briftol; taps 
ſame pears that there are other reaſons of equal force for this'indulgence; 
dom and that our regard for the inhabitants of that particular province; 
. ſell however neceſſary and Joſt is not _ yy motive for e 

fees with their requeſt, Ul BY 5 | 

ich 1 It is ſhewn, - Sir, in this bene, has! ow cp of rice 
may vil very little incommode our enemies, or retard their prepa- 
ons, rations; for they are not accuſtomed to be ſupplied with it from our 
> are plantations. ' We ought therefore not to load our fellow-ſubjects 
we with embärraſſments and inconveniencies, which will notin any de- 


Fall gree extend to our enemies. oY 


It appears, Sir, not only that a very important part of our commerce 


8 will be obſtructed, but that it will probably be loſt beyond recovery 
View for, as only a ſmall quantity of the rice of Carolina is conſumed at 
of home, and the reff is carried to other countries, it is eaſy to con- 
10d ceive that thoſe who ſhall be diſappointed by our merchants will 
oft procure ſo neceſſary a commodity from other places, as there are 
wy many from which it may be eaſily purchaſed z and it is well known 
hall that trade, if it be once diverted, is not to be recalled, and there- 
ex- fore, that trade which may be without difficulty transferred, ought 
never to be interrupted without the moſt urgent neceſſity. _ 4 
hat To prove, Sir, that there is now no ſuch neceſſity, by a long 
ics train of arguments, would be ſuperfluous, for it has been ſhewn 
out already, that our enemies will not ſuffer by the prohibition, and 
of the miſeries that inevitably ariſe from a ſtate of war, are too nu- 


| merous and oppreſſive, to admit of any encreaſe or aggravation upon 
pt- trivial motives. 


ed The province of Carolina, Si has already ſuffered the incon- 
ly veniencies of this war beyond any other part of his Majeſty's do- 
he minions, as it is ſituate upon the borders of the Spaniſh dominions, 
c- and as it is weak by the paucity of the inhabitants in proportion to its 
5 extent; let us therefore pay a particular regard to this petition, leſt 


* | we 


A D222 o - 


8 eee, 
. + miſeres of porenty and 


[xov. 7% 


Sir RommxT WALPOLE. ſpoke bent in ſubſtance as follows :=—Sir, 


| nothing is more abſurd than for thoſe who declare occaſions, | 
h | : - | on all 

with great ſolemmity, their ſincere zeal for the ſervice of the publick, 

my the debates of this houſe by perſonal inveQives, and delay 

| proſecution of the buſineſs of the nation, by trivial objeRions, 

| \ ee NEG and perhaps aber in of their in. 


validity. 
C 


| muck the diſpatch of affairs would be facilitated by the ſeppreflion 
of this. practice, a prafiice by which truth is levelled with falſhood, 
2nd knowledge with ignorance ; 
\ OR, 3-46 pay mepaſiny enter To honeſt or wiſe to ob- 
muy in any debate, it will only be neceſſary to rail and 
e ee eee eee with as much ſuc- 


fince if ſcurrility and merriment are 


ceſs as another. 


The embargo in Ireland os an actin 
ond time) , 
thee che xeputarigas of it is thought too great to be allowed to dont; 


miniſtration, of whom it has been for many years the hard fate, to 


hear their actions cenſured only becaufe they were not the actions of 
ethers, and to be repreſented as traytors to their country for doing 


always what they thought beſt themſelves, and perhaps ſometimes 
what was in reality approved by thoſe who oppoſed them. 


This, Sir, they have born without much uneaſineſs, and have con- 
| tented themſelves with the conſciouſneſs of doing right, in expeCta- 


= that truth and integrity muſt at laſt prevail, and that the pru- 
ence of their conduct and ſucceſs of their meaſures would at laſt 


evince the juſtice of their intentions. 


They hoped, Sir, that there would be ſome occaſions on which 


their enemies would not deny the expedience of their counſels, . and 


did not expect that after having been ſo long accuſed of engrofling 


exorbitant power, of rejecting advice, and purſuing their own ſch 
with the moſt invincible obilingcy, they. ſhould be ſuppoſed o EL 
den to have laid aſide their arrogance, to have 1 0 * 8 
the opinions, and give themſelves up to the direction of r pk 
I 


51 no objection could be made to this inſtance of their conduct. 
ow unhappy, * muſt be the ſtate of that man who is only al- 


lowed 
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WF towed to be a free agent, when he acts wrong; and whoſe motions, 
whenever they tend to the proper 180 nen n 
by another! - 
Whether ſuch capricious 3 ahid. any coin ſhould | 
be paid by the publick to their inveRives, I am not able to determine; 
but I am inclined to think ſo well of their underſtandings; us to be. 
lieve that they intend only to amuſe themſelves, and-perplex thoſe 
whom they profeſs to oppoſe. In one part of their ſcheme I'know - 
not but they may have ſucceeded, but in the other it is evident ho- 
g generally they have failed, It muſt at leaft, Sir, be obſerved of theſe 
how great patrons of the people, that if they expect to gain them by ar- 


hog tifices like this, they have no high opinion of their diſcernment, 


ed, however they may ſometimes magnify it as ono: laſt appeal, and high- 
© are BY eſt tribunal, = 
With regard, Sir, to the manner in which the embargo was laid, 
and the expedients made uſe of to enforce the obſervation of i it, they _ 
luc- were not the effects of a ſudden reſolution, but of long and delibe- 
X rate reflection, aſſiſted by the counſels of the moſt experienced and 
judicious perſons of both nations; ſo that if any miſtake was com- 
mitted, it. proceeded not from arrogance or careleſſneſs, but a com- 
Planen with reaſons, that if laid before the _oes would, whether 
| juſt or not, be allowed to be ſpecious. 
But, Sir, it has not appeared that any improper n kao been 


was poſlible to have avoided by a different conduct; for when any 
expedient fails of producing the end for which it was propoſed, or 
gives occaſion to inconveniences which were neither expected nor 
deſigned, it is not immediately. to be condemned ; for it might fail 
from ſuch obſtacles as nothing could ſurmount, and the inconveni- 
encies which are complained of might be the conſequences of other 
cauſes acting at the ſame time, or co-operating, not by the nature 
of things, but by the practices of thoſe who prefer Mey own' intereſt ; 
to that of their country. 
But though it is, in my opinion, ealy to defend the conduct of the 
miniſtry, I am far from thinking this a proper time to engage in their 
vindication. The important buſineſs before us, muſt now wholly 
engage us, nor ought we to employ our attention upon the paſt, but 
the future. Whatever has been the ignorance or knowledge, what- 


ever _ corruption or * of the TY this bill is equally 
uleful, ; 


purſued, or that any inconveniences have ariſen from them which it 


vſeſul, equally neceſſary. The queſtion is now concerning an ad 


OE future examinations. 

If the bill, Sir, now before us be ſo far approved 25 to be! Conceive 
T $7 real benefit to the nation, if it can at all contribute to the 
i diſtreſs or diſappoĩntment of our enemies, or the prevention of thoſe 
- domeſtic diſturbances which are naturally produced by ſcarcity and 
miſery, there is no need of arguments to eviace-the neceſſity of 
liſpatch in paſſing ĩt. For ĩſ theſe effe cis are to be produced by pre- 
venting the exportation of provĩſions, and a Jaw is neceſſary for that 
| purpoſe, it ĩs certain that. the Jaw mult be enacted, while our provi- 
bons are get in our on hands, and before time bas been given for 

the execution of thoſe contracts which are already made. a2 
That contracts, Sir, are entered into for quantities that juſily 
claim the care of the legifſative power, I have been informed by ſuch 


| Intelligence as I cannot ſuſpet of deceiving me. In one ſma!] town i 


In the weffern part of this Eingdoin fifty thouſand, barrels of cory ate 
fold by contract, and will be exported, if time be allowed for col- 

beging and for ſhipping them. 3 

7 few contracts like this will be ſufficient to | lore an amy with 
"bread, or to furniſh garriſons. againſt the danger of a ſiege; a few 

| contracts like this will produce a conſiderable change in the price of 
proviſions, and plunge innumerable families into diſtreſs, who might 
"ſtruggle through the preſent difficulties, which unſucceſsful harveſts 
have brought upon the nation, had we not ſold the gifts of Providence 


for petty gain, and ſupported our enemies with thoſe proviſions which | 


were barely ſuſficient for our own conſumption. ; 


1 have not heard many objections made againſt the i intention of the 
"bill and thoſe which were offered, were mentioned with ſuch diff- 
dence and uncertainty, as plainly ſhewed, that even in the opinion of 
bim chat propoſed them, they were of little weight; and 1 belieye 
they had no greater effect upon thoſe that heard them. It may there- 


fore be reaſonably ſuppoſed that the propriety of a Jaw to prevent the 


exportation of victuals is admitted, and ſurely it can be no queſtion, 
whether it ought to de preſſed n or to de e tillit bal þe 
of no effect. | : 


q | 1 — Mr. F AZAKERLY y.ſpoke next to this effect: es as the bill now 
| | F our eonſidetation is entangled with a multitude of cireumſtances 

ioo important to be paſſed by: without conſideration, and too: nu- 
; merous 
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merous to be ſpeedily Examined ; as its effects, whetlier fatitary-6t 8 

pernicious; muſt extend to many nations, and de felt in a'few weeks 
to the remoteſt parts of the dominions of Britain, I cannot but think, 
that they who ſo much preſs. for expedition ori this 6ccaſton, conſult 
rather their paſſions than their reaſon, that they diſcover rather en- 


thoſe WM thufiaſm than zeal, and that by imagining that they have already tra- 

and cd the effects of a law like this to their utmoſt extent, they diſcover 
3, of rather an immoderate confidence in their own capacity, than give 
Pre- aoy proofs of that anxious caution, and n, 1 e _— Kat 
that WW true patriotiſm generally produces. 1 8 
71 There is another method, Sir, een more proper on this. 

2 for 


occaſion, which has beenalready pointed out in this debate, a method. | 
of exerting the prerogative in a manner allowed by law; and eſtab- | 


uftly umed by immemorial precedents, and which may therefore be re- 

ſuch : vived without affording ary room for jealouſy or complaints, ; | 
n An embargo impoſed-only by the prerogative may be e we 

ate enforced as occaſion may require, or regulated according to the ne- | 

col- eeſſity ariſing from particular circumſtances ; circumſtances in them- 

mY ſelves variable, and ſubject to the influence of a thouſand accidents, * 
vith and which therefore cannot” be always foreſeen, or eee e 1 
few by a law poſitive and fixed. WE: 
. of Let us not ſubject the commonwealth t 10 8 3 5 uncer⸗ 
11 tain ſecurity, while we have in our hands the means of producing the 4 
eſts 


ſame end, with leſs danger and inconveniency; and ſince we may ob- 
viate the exportation of our corn by methods more ſpeedily effica- 
cious than the forms of making laws can allow, let us not oppreſs our 
fellow · ſubjects by haſty or imprudent meaſures, but make uſe of tem- 


the porary expedients, while we deliberate 1 * n a 
ii. more laſting regulation. 

vof Mr. CAMPBELL ſpoke to the following ns: ot That 
eye an embargo on merchandize or proviſions. may, upon ſudden emer- 
re- gencies or important occaſions, be impoſed by the prerogative, cannot 
the BY be doubted by any man whoſe ſtudies have made him acquainted ; 
Mn, with the extent of the regal power, and the manner in which 
de BY it has been exerted in all ages. The chief uſe of the prerogative 


is to ſupply the defects of the laws, in caſes which do not admit of 
ow Wt long conſultations, which do not allow time to convoke n or 
ces ¶ enquire into the ſentiments of the people. | 

tu- For this 1 8 in times of war the imperial power 1 math en- 
us f | Vol. I 3 | | ; largeds | 
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If the nation is invaded by a foreign force, the authority of the crown 
is almoſt without limits, the whole nation is confidered as an army 


calculated for the eſtabliſhed condition of mankind, but muſt be:ſuſ« 
pended when they can only obſtruct the purpoſes for which-they 
were contrived, and muſt vary with the circumſtances to which they 


power, is, 1 hope, at a very great diſtance from us; but if the dan- 


nation, it is ſurely requiſite that the latent powers of the crown 


not attempt to invalidate by ſlight objections, when I am convinced i in 


de ſo preſſing, that it cannot wait for the ſolemnity of debates, of 


1 v 4/72 * 
larged, and has ſtill a greater extent as exigencies are more preſſing. 


of which the king is general, and which he then governs by martial 
lays, by occaſional judicature, and extemporary decrees, n (2011 
Such, Sir, is the power of the king on particular emergencies, 
and ſuch power the nature of human affaits muſt ſometimes require; 
for all forms of government are intended ſor common good, and 


were adapted. To expect that the people ſhall be conſulted in 
queſtions on which their bappineſs depends, ſuppoſes there is 
an opportunity of conſulting them without hazarding their lives, 
their freedom, or their poſſeſſions, by the forms of deliberation. 
The neceſſity of extending the prerogative to the extremities of 


ger of the exportation of victuals be fo urgent as ſome gentlemen 
have repreſented. it, and ſo, formidable as it appears to the whole 


ſhould be called forth for our protection, that plenty be ſecured 
within the nation, by barring up our ports, and the people hindered 


from betraying themſelves to their enemies, and ſquandering thoſe | 


bleſſings which the fertility of our ſoil has beſtowed upon them. 


- Sir RoBERT WaLpoLe replied in the following manner :—Sir, it 


is ſo unuſual among the gentlemen who have oppoſed my opinion to 
recommend an exertion of the regal authority, or willingly to intruſt 
any power to the adminiſtration, that, though they have on this oc- 
caſion expreſſed their ſentiments without any ambiguity of language, 
or perplexity of ideas, I am in doubt whether Ido not miftake their 
meaning, and cannot, without helitation and uncertainty, propoſe 
the motion to which all their arguments ſeem neceſſarily to conduct 
me, arguments of which I do not deny the force, and which 1 ſhall 


3 of their reaſonableneſs and truth. 


The neceſſity of that diſpatch which I have entwe- to 
recommend, is not only univerfally admitted, but affirmed. to 


the common forins of Wa laws. The danger which is | every 
b 4281 — | - moment 
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moment enereaſing, requires, in the opinion of tlieſ WE THAT to 
be obviated by extraordinary meaſures; and that pernicious coni- 
merce, which threatens the diſtreſs of the community, bs b rea 
ſtrained by an immediate act of the pretogutive. 

Il this be the opinion of the houſe; it will be Ses ts % 
befoie his majeſty by a regular addreſs, that the nation may be con · 
vinced of the neeeſſity of ſuch extraordinary precautions, and that 
the embargo may be impoſed, at once with the expedition peculiar to 
deſpotick power, and the authority which can be conferred my by 


ſenatorial ſanctions. 
Whether this is the then} of the a from̃ whoſe n 


de I have deduced it, can only be diſcentred by 3 4 : 
if they have any other ſcheme in view, muſt explain it in clearet | 
terms, that the houſe may deliberate upon it; and reject or adopt it, 


according to its conformity to the Jaws * our 1 and t to the 
bann ſtate of our affairs. | 


Mr. Pol TENEY ſpoke thus Mas wives may be the RE 
of other gentlemen, who muſt undoubtedly be left at full liberty to ex- 


plain their own'expreſſions, I will freely declare, that I am ſufficiently 
underſtood by the right hon, gentleman, and that, in my opinion, no 


remedy can be applied to the preſent diſtemper of the nation, adiſtemper 
by which it is hourly pining away, by which its vitals are impaired; and 
the neceſſary nouriſhment withdrawn from: it, that will operate with 
ſufficient efficacy .and ws rost an bn, be impoſed by the 


prerogative. | 
That this opinion) if received by the houſe, Ri,” he the fubjed of 


an 'adereſs, is in itſelf manifeſt, and the reaſon for which au em- 


bargo is required, proves that an addreſs ought not to be delayed. 

I cannot omit this opportunity of remarking; how plainly it muſt 
now appear that many of us have been unjuſtly charged with ob- 
ſtructing the progreſs of the bill for pernicious purpoſes, with yiews of 
raiſing diſcontents in the nation, of expoſing the adminiſtration to 


publick hatred, of obſtructing the meaſures. of the government, 


or hindering the ſucceſs of the war, when we have receded 
from our general principles, and ſuſpended the influence of our 
eſtabliſned maxims, for the ſake of facilitating an expedient which 
may promote the general advantage, dy eee vs majeſty 


to the affeQions of his people. 
Mr, Para here replied to this ed -als Lam bar from 


Ca N blaming 


- 


"7 ths tu on. es... — w_ wn AEST ES I,» rf = - * e „ - 
L F * , ba g M4 2 — * FIR * Fa . ag G — | Ie bod %,- Þ ny — „  _.& 
d 10 Nau Mb Ent" I — 4 as. 45 5 ſs 8 2 > OR by - — 
- * * * gd wy ma 5 — — 
* — — — g ST Dons — — = — — 2 1 To 1 1 5 = — - — » 
l == "Y \ \ = —— — — — 2 En,” — — — FT 
_= = * — » a if > _ = \ — — — —— 4 5 Tx l — — 
1 - 8 - ——— — 
= — — — - — — — — — . 1 GWG Ie 9 — 2 2 8 
—_ 2. ** - — —— o 4 : 4 4 < — — 
8 N — 2752 . ; — —<—_ — N I — — — — — — 1 
— — . — ———— 8 N a — — — — — 7 — l - * — =_ 
= 8 F : \ 
+ - : — . o_ — — 
— « * * 2 a 


20 LESS 


5 \[nov. 193 
blaming any gentleman for aſſerting, on all occaſions, the i integrity of 


his deſigns, or diſplaying the reaſonableneſs of his 09 ge and ph: 
what I do not diſapprove I ſhall not decline the imitation. ww” 


It is not uncommon, in the heat of oppoſition, while each man is 
convinced of his on honeſty, and ftrongly perſuaded of the truth of 
his own poſitions, to hear each party accuſed by the other of deſigns 
detrimental to the publick intereſt, of protracting debates by artful 


delays, of ſtruggling againſt their own conviction, and of obſcuring 


known truth by objections WE diſcover themſelves to 1 r 
force. | 7 $552 

- Theſe accuſations, which are on boch ſides cnt; are, 1 hope, 
on both ſides generally falſe; at leaſt it muſt appear on this occaſion; 
that thoſe who preſs the bill had no views of ſtrengthening their party 
by a victory, of wearying their opponents by obſtinacy, or of pro- 
moting any, private purpoſes by a new law; fince an expedient, by 
which time may be gained, and the avowed end of haſtening this 
neceſſary bill ſecured, is no N FIR on 195 part, than received 
on the other. 


41 the cloſe of the debate, a form of 'an We” Was . by Mr 
- Clutterbuck; which, being approved by the houſe, was preſented to bis 
majefly: and an embargs was laid on all proviſions accordingly. 


On tbe 15th day of fitting the houſe proceeded on the bill for preventing ex- 


oertation; and ordered an account of the corn which had been * 
Hor ſix years laſt pa? to be laid before the committee. 
The houſe alſo adare ud his majgſiy to take off the embargo on ſhips laden 


* with fiſh or rice, which his majefly had before ordered to be done. 


On the 211 the Corn Bill was again the ſubject of deliberation, and ſome 
amendments were offered by Mr. Sandys, containing not only excepti;ns 
rice and fiſh, which had been before admitted, but likewiſe of butter, 
48 4 periſhable commodity, which, if it were not allowed to be ene, 
O, corrupt and become uſeleſs in a ſhort time. 
Hh propoſed likewiſe, that the two iſlands of Jerſey and Guernſey might 
continue to be Japplicd, with certain re n from the port of Soathe 
ampton. 
It was propoſed likewiſe, in PE of ſome e 1 that they migh 
*  recetve proviſions from Britain, left there ſhould be à nec:ſſity you the 


\-* inhabitants of thoſe provinces to abandon their ſettlemmts, 0 
[= penalties of this law, and the manner in which they ſhould-be pee 
d pla were dude b. 
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e of the gr. Bill was r 3: and 1 was 5 ; 
debated from what time it ſhould commence, which ſome of. the members 
were inclined to fix on the gth day of _ 45 Ye, on 8 e | 

Mr. CAMPBELL ſpoke as follows: ? | 

Sir, that the laws may be obſerved by: the nation without aal 
Wen and perpetual compulſion, that our determinations may be 
received with reverence, and the regulations which we eſtabliſh con- 
firmed by the concurrence of our conſtituents, it is neceſſary that we 

endeavour to preſerve their eſteem, and convince them that the 
publick proſperity may be ſafely truſted in our hands. 

This confidence is to be gained as well in high ſtations, as in Paley 
conditions, by large affemblies as by individuals, only by a conſtant 
practice of juſtice, and frequent exertion of ſuperior wiſdom, When 
any man finds his friend oppreſſive and malicious, ae naturally with - 
draws his affections from him; when he obſerves him advancing ab- 
ſurd opinions, and adhering to them with obſtinacy ineapable of 
conviction, he falls unavoidably into a diſtruſt of his underſtanding, 
and no longer pays any deference to aha green or r conſiders his © con- 
duct as worthy of imitation, OY PO EPs 

In the ſame manner, Sir, if the legiſlative powers ſhall, in nn 
laws, diſcover that they regard any motives before the advantage of 
their country, or that they purſue the publick good by meaſures inade- 
quate and ill- concerted, what can be expected from the people, but 
that they ſhould ſet-up their own judgment in oppoſition” to that of 
their governors, make themſelves the arbiters'i in all mater N Him 
and obey or diſregard the laws at diſcretion? | 

If this danger may ariſe from laws injudiciouſly drawn” up, it may 
ſurely be apprehended from a compliance with this propoſal; a pro- 
poſal that the operation of the law ſhould commence eleven on flew 


"Al 17494 


fore the law itſelf is in being IR 


[ have bitherto, Sir, regarded it as a — tals equally true in po- 
litics as in philoſophy, that nothing can at when it does not exiſt; 
and I did not ſuſpe& that a poſition fo len l ever Rand in 
need of a proof or illuſtration, a 

Me liye indeed in an age of kb and 1555 heard ſeveral 


notions ſeriouſly defended, of which ſome would, not many years 


ago, have condemned their abetter to a priſon or a madhouſe, and 


you FROM been heard by the wiſeſt of our anceſtors with laughter or 
5 Cc n= 1 dereitarions | 


3 4 27 * '6 n i — 


deteſtation ; but I did not expect that the moſt hardy innovator 
would have ſhocked my underſtanding with à poſition like this, of 


0 „ i bee ee ee e e 


. projected. g 
That where there 3 is no how there is no e vi. dae hot 
only eſtabliſhed by univerſal conſent, but in-irſelf evident and unde. 


niable; and it is, Sir, ſurely no Jeſs certain, * r 1 15 is ng 


ante den there can be no puniſnment. I | | 
If a man may be puniſhed, Sir, by a law made Aer ahi 45 how 
can any man conclude biniſelf ſecure from the Jail or the gibbet? A 


man may eaſily find means of being certain that he has offended nd 


law in being, but that will afford no great fatisfaftion to a mind na» 
turally timprous ; fince à law heteafter to be made, may, if this 
motion be ſuppoſed reaſonable, take cognizance of His actions, and 
bow he can know whether he has been equally ſcrupulous to obſerve 
the future. ſtatutes of future TG he will find-it very _— ta 
determine 

Mx. PELRAM roſe and ſpoke thus :—Sir, itt 5 ho 
ſurdity which the honourable gentleman imagines himſelf to have diſ- 
coyered in this propoſal, and which he muſt be confeſſed to have 
placed in a very ſtrong light, I am of opinion, that it may with very 
little conſideration be reconciled to reaſon and to juſtice, and that the 
wit and ſatire that have been ſo liberally employed, will appear to 
have been laſt in the air, without uſe and without injury. 


The aperation of the law may very properly commence from the 


day on which the embarga. was laid by his majeſty's proclamation, 
which ſurely was not iſſued to no purpoſe, and * . not to 15 
diſobeyed without puniſhment. | 

Sir Jon Barnarn ſpoke next to this effect e I cannot PRE 
þefomewhatfurpriſed, that a gentleman ſo long converſant in national 
affairs, ſhould pot yet have heard ar known the din eee FR 

2 proclarpation and 4 penal law, | 

By a proclamation his majeſty may preyent in ſome caſes what he 


cannat puniſh ; he may hinder the exportation of our corn by ordering 


ſhips to be ſtationed at the entrance of our harbours ; but if any 
ſhould cſeape wid prohibited eargoes, he can ini no ene 
upon them at their return. 


To epfpree this prohibition by the ſanction of puniſhments is * 


intentien 0 of hang preſent nh but 3 FRO can make nothing 
 erimindy 
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eritninal, ana it is unjuſt and abſard to uu. an ation which wis 


$, of legal when it was done. 
it i: The law ought, Sir, in my opinion, not to denden an time 
2 is allowed for diſperfitig it to the utmolt Umits ur this izBu Fit ls 
i not ir is unreaſonable to puniſh without law, it is not more eg table to 
nde - puniſh by a law, of which, they we" have e broken it 
is ng could have no intelligence. _ Ed gn. es On ve 
5 A future day Was agreed to. eee e 5 5 
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90 PROVISIONS. |, Joel | 235 
dis- 128 1 e took notice of a Fo had bebadi * Fi 8. ſaid 
avs he received it at the, door, where it was given to the members as they came 
very in, and, complaining of it as an indignity offered to the houſe, defired 
the that it might be read. Nac being Cs he roſe ups and wi in 0 3 
ta flance as follows : 


Six, the crime of n e the een and IE: 
of raiſing diſcontent, and exciting murmurs in a time of general 
danger, and of attempting to repreſent wiſe and ſalutary meaſures, 
which have received the approbation of the whole legiſlature, as 
mean artifices, contrived only to raiſe the fortunes of ſome favou- 
rites of the miniſter, and aggrandi ze the officers of ſtate by the mi- 
ſeries of the people, is a crime too enormous to require or admit any 
aggravation. from rhethoric, and too nne to hope wo _ ex- 

cuſe from candour and lenity, _ - | 

To read or hear this paper is ufficient for afull nee of its 5 1 
nicious tendency, and of the malice of its author; a charge not fixed | 
upon particular expreſſions capable of a doubtful meaning, and which 
heat or inadvertency might caſually have produced, but ſupported by 
the general deſign of the whole paper, and the continued tenor of ß 
the argument, which is evidently intended to ſhew, that an act 
of government, which cannot but appear neceſſary and ſeaſonable 

in the preſent ſtate of our a fairs, an act ratified by the concurrence 
5 C4 T7 of 


5 . 
= ? 


te 


" ng 2 0 ore. g, 
of all the powers of the legiſlature, is nothing but a ſcheme af ava. 
rice to grow rich by oppreſſion. 

| Nor i is this ſcandalous libel written with. more e e os inſo- 
Hence than it is diſperſed. Not content, Sir, with vilifying the pro. 
ceedings of the ſtate, the author has induſtriouſly publiſhed. his ca. 


lumay at our door; the time has been when defamation ſkulked. in 


ſecret, and calumnies againſt the government were diſperſed by 
whiſpers or private communication; but this writer adds. inſults to 
his injuries, and at once reproaches and deſies us. | 

I beg leave to move, therefore, that the houſe do cenſure this ang] 
' as a malicious and ſcandalous libel, highly and injuriouſly reſlect. 
ing upon 2 juſt and wife act of his majeſty's *gqvernment, and alſa 
upon the proceedings of both houſes of ſenate z and tending to 
create jealouſies in the minds of the people.” I alſo move, that 
the author may be ordered to attend, to be examined at our bar,” ro 


[T pis was ungnimouſly agreed to by the houſe. The e 
was called in, and being ſhewn the paper, was aſked from whom he 
received it? who anſwered, that he believed the perſon who deli- 
vered it to him, was then detained in one of the committee rooms, 
4 — which he was ordered to look for, and fetch him to the bar. 

Mr. Sandys, taking notice that the perſon was already in cuſtody, 
faid, that he ſhould be glad to know by what authority. It was not 
_ reaſonable to puniſh firſt, and judge afterwards. NY 

Upon which Sir W. Yoage replied, that he had cauſed him to be 
detained, in order to know the pleaſure of the houſe ; and that he 
thought it his duty to ſecure ſo enormous an offender from eſcapin . 

Soon after the door-keeper brought the man in, when he declared, 
upon examination, his name, and his profeffion, which was that of 
à ſcrivener, and owned, with great opennefs, that he was the au- 
thor of the paper. He was then aſked, who was the printer, and 
anſwered, that he printed it himſelf. Which he explained after- 
wards, by ſaying, that as he had carried i it to the printer's, he might 
be ſaid, in the general acceptation of the term, as applied to an 
author, to be the printer. He then diſcovered the printer, and Was 


'aſked, where was the original manuſcript, which he ſaid he had 
deſtroyed, as he did any other uſeleſs paper. : 


1 Tt having been obſerved by ſome of the members, that it was 
printed i in ane of the daily papers, he was aſked, wha carried it 
r 10 e. that he eafrieg it himſelf, It was then de- 


mgnded, 
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manded, What he gave for having it inſerted, ad be 3 
that he gave nothing. B E | 
ö After many dine Mr. Seek. Archer deſired has hs. hs 
pra. asked, Whether on the Friday before he was in the gallery? at 
is ca. which ſome of the members expteſſed their diſapprobation, and the 
ced in ¶ man being ordered to withdraw, the comets als _— enſued: : 
d by the propriety of the queſtion. 25 nn 

les to Bl Mr. SAN vs ſpoke firſt in ſubſtance as follows: — ibels b 
wad entruſted by their country with the authority of making laws, o_ 
Paper Bl undoubtedly to obſerver them with the utmoſt circumſpection, left 
leck. they ſhould defeat their own wr peg). and en — 8 wg | 
I alſo Bl example their own decrees. 

8. to There is no part, Sir, of our civil Vaeter more ae none 
that that has been more revered by thoſe that have trampled upon other 
forms of juſtice, and wantoned in oppreſſion without reſtraint, than 
. that privitege by which every Briton is exempted from the neceflity 
„ be of accuſing himſelf, and by which he js intitled to refuſe an anſwer 
deli. any queſtion: which may be aſked, with a view to _—_ from N 
confeſſion of an offence which cannot be proved. e 


ay Whether this great privilege, Sir, is not violated ; whether the 
ody unalienable right of à free ſubject is not infringed, by the queſtion 
nor MI put to the perſon at our bar, the houſe mult decide.” The puniſhment 


to which intruders are ſubject by the orders of this houſe, proves that 
his preſence in the houſe is conſidered as a (crime, of which, as we 

have no proof of it, a confeſſion ought not to be extorted by an art- 
ful and inſidio us queſtion, of which he may not diſcover the inten- 

tion or the conſequence, Such treatment, Sir, is rather to be ex- 
pected. by ſlaves in the inquiſition of Spain, than a Briton at the bar 
of this houſe ; a houſe inſtituted to r 8 and to W 
injuſtice and oppreſſio . | 
Mr. CAMPBELL ſpoke next to this eſe Sir, I cannot rk con- 
eur with the opinion of the Honourable Gentleman, that, in re- 
quiring an anſwer to this queſtion, we ſhall expoſe a man to a puniſh- 
ment againſt whom we have no evidence but what is extorted from 
bimſelf; and conſequently no knowledge of his,crime upon which 
we can proceed to inflict cenſures or. penalties, WII the WOO. 

infraction of our conſtitution. 

It cannot be imagined, Sit, that he wad to- ednfcls' Kinifelf 
guilty of a crime of which na proof has been brought, or that he 
Will yoluatarily ſubjeR himſelf to puniſhmeass, It muſt, therefore, 
follow 


arms attending on this houſe, may take into cuſtody all ſtranget 
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follow chat he is intrapped in his exathidation; 'by an arrifice, Wann 
b T hope, will never find any countenance in this'houfe, 
Mr. WI IVG TON anfwered to the following TY f 
z not impoſſible that the honourable gentlemen, having not lateh 
Jodked into the orders of the houſe, may miſtake the e 
the queſtion; I therefore move, that the drber Way de dere. 
[The order being read by the clerk, be Proverded:] Wy 
It is evident, Sir, that, by the order now read, the Rad at 


that ſhalt be found in the houft or gallery/while we are aſfsnbled I © 
and that this 6tder is not always put in practioe; tmuſt be attributed to ion f ft 
the lenity of the houſe. But that this order extends to paſt offences, he tune 
and ſubjects any man to impriſonment for having been pre ſent in ſome men in t| 
Former day, cannot be conceived. | For how far may ſuch à retro. erjeant t 
ſpect be extended ? or at what time after having intrudech into rhe Ie foo! 

| . © cocifiler binctif" = OE mann Sic W. 
danger of impriſonment ? if any ſu 
QOQaurx order, Sir, only Sm vrifonts ine $5: RE of emen i! 
ſnow, and therefore the queſtion aſked' by the honourable gentle. like felo! 
man, may be inſiſted on without ſcruple, and anſwered without ha. {'"*'"8 * 
ard. Let then the honourable gentlemen reſerve their laudableizeal there is 
for our conſtitution till it ſhall be invaded by more important occaſionꝭ. Ml © eaſon & 
Mr. Sanpys replied :—Sir, what victory the honourable gentle- of oppre 
r himfelſ4o here gaidedy-or Sees (proceeds?at} thi il 7 5 
wantonneſs.of exultation, I am not able todiſcoret, The queſtion N nt 
only telates to the interpretation of one of our own orders, and is wy he: 
therefore not of the higheſt importance; not cum die ftw inn fo houſe, 

. trivial a debate entĩtle him to great applauſe from others, or p roduce, dir R 
in a perſon of his abilities, any uncommon ſatisfaction to himſelf. the que 
But whatever may be the pleaſure of the victory, it muſt at leaſt pe 

e mat 


be gained before it can be celebrated; and it is by no means evident | 
that be has yet any reaſon to aſſure himſelf of conqueſt, may, th 

His interpretation, Bir, of the order; which be has ſo confidently ll Tha 
laid before the houſe; ſeenm to me to have/tio-foutdation in realen or I Aertie 
juſtice ; for if it d an offence againſt the houfe to be preſent at out e 
conſultations, and that offence be july puniſhable, why fhould any it is no 
man be exempt from a juſt cenſure by an necidental'eſeape ? or what I er at 
makes ihe difference berween this time and aby other; thar'this albne I, IB. 


muſt be immediately puniſhed; or immediarely obliterated, and tht ſedge « 
alucky | 3a In ingpenrne eee e RIO desen 
| 1 | 


f 
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It is ſurely, Sir, more rational to believe, that the houſe may puniſh 
ny breach of its orders at a diſtant time, that if our cenſure is 


c ce cluded it may be aſterwards enforced ;; and, therefore, that the 


queſtion put to the perſon at the bar . not to be aſked, hoon 
annot ſafely be anſwer en. 

Mr. PuLTENey ſpoke, next in monks to this effe&t ee hey iT, G 
but conceive that our order may extend its influence beyond the pre- 
ent moment, and that intruſions may be puniſhed by the houſe on 
another day than that on which they were, committet. 
I am ſo far, Sir, from being of opinion, that, to ms. execu- 
tion of this order valid, the houſe muſt ſit without interruption from 
he time of the offence to that of the puniſhment, that if the gentle · 
men in the gallery were to be taken into cuſtody, I ſhould adviſe the 
erjeant to wait till the houſe ſhould break. up, "and 1 n as 
they ſhould) come out. 

Sir WILLIAM YONGE Fo next in . manner cllowing S, 
if any ſuch puniſhment were now intended, I ſhould adviſe the gen- 
tlemen in the gallery to retire, indeed, but not to hide themſelves 
like felons, or men proſoribed by proclamation; for as the power of 
ſeizing any, man in the houſe is ſufficient to ſecure us from intruſion, 
there is no reaſon to extend it farther; and penalties are not without 
reaſon to be inflicted,. neither has the houſe ever coveted the power 
of oppreſling ; ; and what elſe is unneceſſary puniſhment? _ 
If, therefore, an intruder is not ſeized in the act of Aris Roy bs 


cannot legally be impriſoned for it. And any of the ſtrangers who 


now hear this debate may retire to a very ſmall diſtance from * 
houſe, and ſet the ſerjeant at arms at eee er 
Sir RozzxT WALeoLE then ſpoke to this effect les hee 
the queſtion be proper or not, it ſeems yery unneceſſary, to debate: > 
becauſe, however it be anſwered, it cannot be of great importance: 
the man has already confeſſed himſelf the author of the libel, and, 
may, therefore, be puniſhed without farther examination. 
That he is the real author, Sir, I am not indeed 9 — by his 
aſſertion, with whatever confidence it was made; for ſo far as his 
appearance enables me to judge of his education and ſphere of life, 
it is not probable that he ſhould be much verſed in polltical enquiries, 
or that he ſhould engage in the diſcuſſion of queſtions like this. 
There appears, Sir, in the paper before us, a more extenſive know- | 
ſedge of facts, a more accurate attention to commerce, more artful | 
feaſoning, ang a more elevated ſtile, than it is reaſonable to expect 
| | from 


- 
1 
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of his capacity, or the compaſs of his knowledge, I am, for my pan 
jnclined to look upon as an agent to ſome other perde of ty i 
tion, and greater- accompliſhments, £2 55. 


upon o * N22 or genyinz it to another. 
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from this man, whom, without pretending to determine the limi 


It is not uncommon, Sir, for gentlemen to exereiſe Weir abilitis 
and employ their pens upon political queſtions, and when they hare 


produced any thing, which their complaiſance' for themſelves equal has ſure 
kinders them from owning and ſupprefling, they are known to pro- imoully £ 
cure ſome perſon” of inferior rank to take upon him in publick the n 
character of the author, and to ſtand the danger of the proſecution, 171 mw 
contenting themſelves with the applauſe and admiration of their cho- * opp” 
ſen friends, whom they truſt with the important ſecret, ' and with" r 
whom they ſit and laugh at wavy e erer of the publick, and inp aper, til 
A of the miniſtry. Sten in i n n ppeared : 
This, Sir, is a frequent PAY not only with thoſe who have erſion, 1 
nd other employment, but,” as I have ſufficient (reaſons to believe, {ouſe cal 
among ſome gentlemen who have ſeats in this houſe, gentlemen whoſe onceive, 
abilities and knowledge qualify them to ſerve the publick in characten Hire, inde 
much ſuperior to that of lampooners of the government. wilities, 
lr "PULTENEY anſwered in terms to the following purpoſe: Sit, joully ap 
eder the man who confeſſed himſelf the author of the paper haz nowledę 

| accuſed himſelf of what he did not commit, or has ingenuouſly and criblers 
openly « diſcovered the truth, it is beyond my penetration abſolutely either 1 
fo decide; the frankneſs' and unconcern with which he made the {orudges « 


declaration, give. it at leaſt the appearance of truth, nor do I diſ. MWwbole oy 


cover any reaſon for doubting his ſincetity. Is there any improba- I ſtupidity. 
bility in the natute of the fact that ſhould incline us to ſuſpect his Why 
veracity 2 Is there any apparent advantage to be gained by aſſuming it is ſcar 
a falſe character? Neither of thoſe circumſtances can be produced dose u 

| againſt him, and an aſſertion is to. be admitted work its own ſake, W patrons 
when there is nothing to invalidate it. vithdrax 
But the honourable gentleman, Sir, appears to have a very parti- 1 
cular reaſon for his doubts; a reaſon, which will, I hope have no - . 
weight with any but himſelf, By denying the paper to this SIS Ju "Sir Ro 
gives room for conjecture and ſuſpicion to range far and wide * x Sw 

wanton with whatever characters he ſhall think proper ſubjects for n 
his amuſement. An author is now to be ſought, and many divert- 2 
i arguments may be brought by the dulleſt enquirer for fixing it br 


nor cur! 


The 
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* 


The honourable gentleman, Sir, has given us a bold ſpecimen. of 
s kind of wit, by inſinuating that it is the production of ſome one 
the members of this houſe; a conjecture of which I am not able 
find the foundation, and therefore imagine, that raillery rather; 
an argument was intended. But let the honourable, gentleman: 
collect, that the chief. excellence of raillery-is politeneſa, to which 
has ſurely paid little regard, in ſuppoſing that what has been una- 
imouſly condemned as a ee _ one ng thoſe aw"? cenſured _e— 
r its author. 1 14 40) ave 


ck the 
rution, If I am particularly hinted at in this PEP ate: I take: 
2 is opportunity of declaring that I am equally ignorant of the whole 


fair with any other gentleman in this houſe 3 that I never ſaw the 
aper, till it was delivered to me at the door, nor the author till he 
ppeared at the bar. Having thus cleared myſelf, Sir, from this aſ- 


> haveſWcrſion, I declare it as my opinion, that every gentleman in the 
lieve, ouſe can ſafely purge himſelf in the ſame manner; for I cannot 
whoſe I onceive, that any of them can have written a libel like this. There 

re, indeed, ſome paſſages which would not diſgraee the greateſt 


abilities, and ſome maxims true in themſelves; though perhaps falla- 
jouſly applied, and at leaſt ſuch an appearance of reaſoning and 
nowledge, as ſets the writer far above the level of the contemptible 


and {Wcriblers of the miniſterial vindications : a herd of wretches whom 
utely either information can enlighten, nor affluence” elevate; lo- 
- the {Wdrudges of ſcurrility, whoſe ſcandal is harmleſs for want of wit, and 


diſ. Nrhoſe oppoſition is _—_ troubleſome from the MN e of 
oba- {W'vpidity, 
t his Why ſuch immenſe m are diſtributed ne theſe as 


it is ſcarce poſſible not to enquire; for it cannot be imagined: that 
thoſe who pay them expect any ſupport from their abilities. If their 
E patrons would read their writings, their ſalaries would quickly be- 
withdrawn; for a few pages would convince them, that they can 
neither attack nor defend, neither raiſe any man's n = ei 
panegyrie, nor deſtroy it by their defamation. | 8 2 

Sir RoBERTW ALPOLE then ſpoke in the following manner: I wines 


* it is not expected, that the heat with which one claſs of our political 
1 writers have been attacked by the honourable gentleman, ſhould 


engage me to undertake their defence with the ſame. earneſtneſs. 1 
have neither intereſt enough in the queſtion to awaken my paſſions, 
nor n or | leiſure ſutbcient . for ſuch an examination of the 
Wiitings 
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afily und 
irt of WT! 


pplicatio 


writings on each fide, as" is" neceſſary, before the PIE an 
author above his brethren ean be juſtly afſerted. © 
It is no part, Sir, of my employment or amuſement to o 


their arguments, or to balance their abilities; nor do I ales ** bust 
the papers of either party, except when I am informed by ſome t or they 
have more inclination to ſuch ſtudies than myſelf, thas def hn and who 
riſen by ſome accident above their common level. | itals, ſp 
Vet that 1 may not appear intirely to deſert the queſtion, 1 can. aſty pro 
not forbear to ſay, that I have never, from theſe accidental inſpec. excel the 
tions of their performances, diſcovered any reaſon to exalt. the au- the know 
thors who write againf the adminiſtration, to a higher degree of re- | knowled 
putatian than their opponents. That any of them deſerve loud ap- Write 
Plauſes, I cannot afſert, and am afraid that all, which deſerves to be litical pa 
| co tc 10 A bay want, 
| | Whet 
The writers for the a appear to me to be * more neceſſity 
tan tbe echoes of their predeceſſors, or, what is ſill more deſpicable, that the 
af themſelves, and to have produced nothing in the laſt ſeven years, reaſon fc 
which had not been ſaid ſeven years before. of conjec 
1 may, perhaps, be thought by ſome gentlemen of ach clas ole offer 
ſpeak contemptuouſly of their advocates, nor ſhall 1 think my own produce 
2 opinion. leſs juſt for ſuch a cenſure ; for the reputation of controver- but let! 
fial writers ariſes, generally, from the prepoſſeſſion of their readers in uttered, 
favour of the opinions which they endeavour to defend. Men eaſily this fa 
admit the force of an argument which tends to ſupport nations, that [4 way! 
it is their intereſt to diffuſe, and readily find wit and ſpirit in a ſatire thorit) 
pointed at characters which they delice. to depreſs: but to the oppo-lll © 
ſite party, and even to themſelves, when their paſſions have ſubfided, 15 oke 
and their intereſt is diſunited from the queſtion, thoſe. arguments Sir, 
appear only loud aſſertions, or empty ſophiſtry; and that wit which ſerve th 
was clamourouſly, praiſed, diſcovers itſelf to be only impudence or but to 
low conceits ; the ſpirit evaporates, and the malignity only remains, privileg 
If we conſider, Sir, what oppoſition of character is neceſſary to poſes. 
conſtitute a political writer, it will not be wondered, that ſa few 2 7 
excel in that undertaking. He that will write well in politicks, Judges 
muſt at the ſame time have a complete knowledge of the queſtion, e 
and time to digeſt his thoughts into method, and poliſh his ſtile into xp 1 
elegance; which is little leſs than to ſay, he muſt be at once a man PING 


of 0 and a man of leiſure ; for political tranſactions are not 8 


eaſily 
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afily underſipad,; but by thoſe who are epgaged in them. and the 
rt of writing is not attainable Wann te: ge ag; Oy 
application. . (4800 14 * 

Thus it ES that palitienl writings are Gs. 
or they are drawn up by men unacquainted with püblick buſineſs, 
and who can therefore only amuſe their readers with fallagious re- 
itals, ſpecious ſoph! ſtries, or an agreeable ſtile ; 3 or they are the 
haſty productions of buſy negociators, who, though they cannot but 
excel the other claſs of writers in that which is of moſt importance, 
the knowledge of their ſubject, are yet rarely at leiſure Ia ow 


| knowledge to advantage, or add grace to ſolidit x. 


Writers of the latter ſort appear but ſeldom, and moſt of our po- 
litical papers, are the ee of e or gd E re of 
want, 

Whether the” paper now 8 us, is the . of eaſe or = 
neceſſity, I ſhall not determine; I have already offered my opinion, 
that the man who claims it, is not the author, nor do I diſcover-any- 
reaſon for changing my ſentiment : the queſtion is a queſtion merely 
of conjecture, fince neither I nor the honourable gentleman attempt 


produce in favour of his own notions, let him lay them before you, 

but let him always forbear to impute to me aſſertions which I never 

uttered, and beware of repreſenting me as declaring that 1 n, 

this paper the compoſition of ſome, member of this houſe. 

[7 wat then debated, whether this offence ſhould be puniſhed by the au- 
thority of the houſe, or referred to the cognizance of | ſome of the 
courts of Judicature in We MEE a, on which Wa was us 
Jpoke as follows :] 

Sir, it is the duty of every part of the He not 1 to pre- 
ſerve the whole ſyſtem of our government unaltered and unimpairedy 
but to attend particularly to the ſupport of their own privileges, 
privileges not ae on them by our nenn but for with oye 
poſes. 


It is the 1 of this 3 that we, aul we only, are the 


judges of our own rights, and we only, therefore, can aſſigu the 
proper puniſhment when they mall be preſumptuouſly invaded. - 

If we remit this offender, who has attempted to debaſe the houſes 
in the opinion of the nation, to any inferior court, We allow that 


court to determine, by e that mall be inflicted, the 


im portante 


to offer any demonſtrative proofs of our opinion. If he has any to 


= 222 = 
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-— of this houſe. 


maiſed in the houſe a juſt reſentment, and that the wretch, who, with 


. countenance, confeſſes, or rather proclaims himfelf the author, is 


| thor of ſcandal is in priſon, the printer and "propagator of it Ag 


dy the pleaſure, and he could not prevail on himſelf to omit any op- 


Sz 4 on | Jonny 
importance of this uh and the value of the colleflive charadle 
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$ time, 
adding on 


It therefore concerns us, in 50 to our own 3 and to the Sir Jol 
privileges of our ſucceſſors, that we retain the cognizance of this 5 to 
crime in our own hands, in which i it Is WR by e abs | ta 
and the nature of our conſtitution. 9 — + 5 
[The houſe agreed to this, and the FRY Was "hor to the commoi ou 7 IC complil 

Adult, by warrant from the Speaker.) | ruelty th 

* WILIA Yowct then ſpoke to this: effect: —ꝗ BY am 2 

uffic ien 


pleaſed with finding that the malice and indecency of this libel, bas ſhed t 
ru 


zzents fre 
Dur autho 
y of ot 
But if 
ment of 
hcient to 
have offe 
ſent fault 
charging 
life is to 
Sthe bar © 
ble wher 


a confidence; ſo ſteady, and ſuch appearance of ſatisfadtion in his 


treated as he deſerves. But let us not forget that the ſame degree of 
guilt always requires the ſame puniſhment, and that when. the au- 


not to be at liberty. 

The printer of the daily news is 15 the proper object. of your 
indignation, who inſerted this libel in his paper, without the fond-. 
neſs of an author, and without the temptation of a bribe ; z | a bribe, 
by the help of which it is uſual to circulate ſcurrility, To this man 
the expence or labour of aſperfing the government was recompenſed 


portunity of incenſing the people, and expoſing at once the whole b. Even | 
giſlature to cenſare and contempt. 1 Cuſed, ſc 
Thoſe, therefore, that have concurred i in the 3 of the in 07 
author, will doubtleſs join with me in requiring the attendance of a 
bis officious accomplice, and -I cannot forbear exprefling my hopes, gentlema 
that he will not meet with kinder treatment. ber alt 
It is far from being the firſt offence of his eentious preſs; 3 "and Ie in. 
the lenity of the government, by which he has been ſo long ſpared, ter of thi 
has had no other effect upon him, than to add confidence to his ma- knew th; 
lice, and incite him to advance from one degree of impudence to 1 TD 
another. = ned, 
He has for ſeveral weeks perſiſted in miſrepreſenting the intention MI erane 
of the embargo, by letters pretended to be written by friends of the s nt 
government who are injured by it. He has vented his infinuations | Mr. > 
hickerco, as without impunity, fo, as it appears, without fear. It ve ©" 


15 


Vol. 


11740] fjff2 A $SEDITIOVS PAP Eu. 
; time, therefore, to diſturb his ſecurity, and reſtrain kim from 
adding one calumny to another, | 60 
Sir Joux BARNARD roſe up hereupon, and 3 this motion in 
Perms to the following effect: dir, the end of puniſhment js to 
xrevent a repetition of the ſame crime, both in the offender, and in 
hoſe who may have the ſame. inclinations, and when that end is 1 
xccompliſhed, all farther ever dave an e . of 
ruelty than juſtice. - | 

By puniſhing. the author af. this libel, we Ak in my WEED 
ufficiently ſecured our dignity from any future attacks, we have 
ruſhed the head of the confederacy, and prevented the ſubordinate 
zzents from exerting their malice. Printers can do no injury with-" 
Dur authors; and if no man ſhall dare to write a libel, it is not wor- 


racter 


62 y of our enquiry how many may be inclined to publiſh i, 
5 = But if the printer mult [neceſſarily be puniſhed before the reſent- 
au- 


ment of the houſe can be ſatisfied; if it ſhall not be thought ſuf. | 
ficient to puniſh him without whoſe affiſtance the other could not 
have offended; let us atleaſt. confine our animadyerſion to the pre- 


charging him with, accumulated wickedneſs ; for if a man's whole 
life is to be the ſubject « of judicial enquiries, when he ſhall appear at 
(the bar of this houſe, the moſt innocent will have reaſon to trem- | 
ble when, they approach it. | | 

Even. with regard, Sir, to the offence of 3 he i is now ac- 
cuſed, „ may, perhaps, be ſaid in extenuation of his 
guilt, which I do not offer to gratify any perſonal affection or re- 
gard for him, to whom I am equally a ſtranger with any other 
gentleman in this houſe, but to prevent a 2 which may be 6 
hereaſter thought diſproportioned to the crime. f 
It is, Sir, to be remembered, that he was not the original prin. 
ter of the libel, which he only reprinted from a paper, of which he . 
knew that it was to be diſperſed at our door, and in which he could 
not naturally ſuſpect any ſeditious or dangerous aſſertions to be con- 
tained, It is, therefore, probable that he fell into the offence bx 
ignorance, or, af worſt, by inadveztency ; and, as his intention 
was not criminal, he may properly be ſpared. | 

Mr. WinninGToN ſpoke in anſwer to this effect : Sir, I 9 
but chink the honourable gentleman betrayed by his zeal for the 
defence of this man, into ſome aſſertions not to be ſupported by 
„„ e 15 law 


ſent fault, without tracing back his life for paſt miſdemeanors, and 


n „ 0 


to the laws of our country; for it has been aſſerted, that the ge- 


of his immediate crime ; and that whatever any man's paſt life haz 
been, he is only to be judged according to the evidence for 0 of- 
| fence which is then the ſubject of examination. 
How much this opinion is conſiſtent with the practice of our 
courts, a very flight knowledge of their methods of proceeding 
will readily diſcover. Is any villain there convicted but by the in- 
fuence of his character? And is not the chief 2 e at a trial 
Fg the paſt conduct of the perſon at the bar? | 


ouſt: a queſtion, which is, whether properly or not, put to 


- bouſe, but'to the occaſion which produces it. 
l am aſked, whether it is not the chief queſtion at the bar of our 


it is pleaded by himſelf, and witneſſes are produced to offer tef- 
timony in his favour; that plea, like all others, is then to beex2mined, 
, and is ſometimes confuted by contrary evidenee. But the characdet 


crime with which he ſtands charged, ſhould be examined ; nor is his 
character ever mentioned but by his own choice. | 


to prove the — of the intention with which this libel was in- 


* 


Tore. 2, 


Jaw or reaſon. If it be innocent to print a paper once printed, will 


it not inevitably follow, that the moſt flagitious falſhoods, and the 
moſt enormous inſults on the crown itſelf, the moſt ſeditious in. 
veQives, and moſt dangerous poſitions, may be diſperſed through 
the whole empire, without any danger but tothe original printer? And 


what reaſon, Sir, can be affigned, why that which ce in 


one man, ſhould be innocent in another? | 
Nor is this the only poſition which has been advanced ediitany 


neral character of an offender is a conſideration foreign from that 


- 


Sir Jon BARNARD roſe here and ſpoke thus — Sir, 5 A op onl 


me, and hope the irregularity will not be imputed'to me _ the 


W- - 


courts of juſtice, what is the chafaQter of the priſoner ? and 


cannot but feel ſome amazement that any man ſhould be fo ignorant 
of common proceedings, and ſo much unacquainted with-the execu- 
tion of our laws, as to have admitted a notion ſo chimerical. 


The character of the priſoner is never examined, except when 


of a criminal, though it may be urged by himſelf as a proof of his 
innocence, is never to be mentioned by his proſecutor as an aggra- 


vation or proof of his guilt, It is not required by the law, that the ge- 


neral character of a criminal, but that the particular evidence of the 


Sir WILL TAM Voor ſpoke next t6 the effect following : Sin 


ſerted 


A. 174 
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Nor « 
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erted in the ay paper, it cannot be improper wo echter; that 


the embargo has been for many days paſt the favourite topic of this 
printer, and that, therefore, i it was not by accident that he admitted ſo 
zealous an advocate for his opinions to be ſeaſonably aſſiſted by the 
circulation of his paper, but that he doubtleſs was delighted with 

an opportunity of diſperſing RG. 55 means of 1 . 
than his o Wwn. 

Nor can it be ;uſtly pleaded, Sir, in his tar, that he- was en- 55 
couraged to publiſh, it by the confidence with which he ſaw it diſ- 
perſed ; for it was printed by him in the morning, and not brought 
hither till the afternoon. I cannot, therefore, but conclude, that 
his intentions were agreeable to his practice, and that he W 5 
to acompany the author in his preſent conſinement. "= ; | 

The Advocate CAMPBELL ſpoke next to this purpoſe — 1 3 


it will not be imputed to me as diſregard of the government, or neglect 
of the honour of this houſe, that I declare myſelf, on all occaſions 
like this, inclined to lenity, and think it neceſſary always to proceed 
by regular methods, and known forms of juſtice, not Me "capricious 5 
determinations, and orders variable at pleaſure. : 
J oppoſed the impriſonment. of the man who juſt now appeared 
at the bar of our houſe, and am ſtill more unwilling to proceed to 


ſeverities againſt another, who is criminal only in a ſubordinate 


degree. The loudeſt declaimers againſt theſe. men cannot have 
ſtronger deteſtation of falſhood and ſedition than myſelf; but how- 


ever flagrant may be the crimes, they may be puniſhed with unn 


juſtifiable rigour, and, in my opinion, we have already proceeded 
with ſeverity ſufficient to diſcourage any other * of he 
ſame kind, a 

| Whether it will promote the 8 of the dla {EY the 
efficacy of our deliberations, to deter any man from the common 
practice of giving us information by ae paper at osur W 
muſt be conſidered by the houſe. 

Nor is it leſs worthy of our moſt attentive enquiry, _ it is 
not more reaſonable to proſecute this offender in the common forms 
of juſtice, than to puniſh him by any act of uncontrollable, un- 
accountable authority? Whether it is not more reaſonable to have 
him proſecuted before a judge unprejudiced, and a diſintereſted jury, - 


than to act at once as party, evidence, and judge ? 1 Fs: no de- 
; 8 . — ; ” . line, 


* 


g 
0 
' 
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would I contribute to eſtabliſh my * of anmited WM 
or arbitrary puniſhments. 


Bir, whence ſo much tenderneſs can ariſe for an offender of this 
bind I am at a loſs to diſcover, nor am I. able to conceive an) 


of the houſe, to be a ſcandalous libel, tending to promote ſedition. 


perhaps rational and ſeaſonable. But this, Sir, is nothing mot 
than to ſay, that the paper, flagitious as it is, might have been 

. ſwelled to a greater degree of impudence and ſcurtility; that what 
is already too heinous to be bora, might by greater virulence be. 


greateſt height at which it can poſſibly arrive, our courts of cri. 
minal judicature may be ſhut up as uſeleſs; and if a ſew innocent 
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fire, Sir, of diminiſhing the privileges of this houſe ; and yet, lei 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL then ſpoke to the following effect: 


argument that can be produced for exempting from puniſhment the 
printer of a paper, which has been already determined, by the voi 


It has been, indeed, agreed, that there are contained in the pa. 
per ſome true poſitions, and ſome paſſages innocent at leaft, and 


Come more enormous, "—_ 
If no wickedneſs, Sir, is to be ps till it has attained the 


"paragraphs will palliate a libel, treaſon may be written and dil. But, 

perſed without danger or reſtraint; for what libel was ever ſo crowd. ill found le 

ed with edition, that a few periods might not have been ſelected, ¶ or huma 

© which, upon this principle, might have ſecured it from cenſure. Wand even 

" The danger of diſcouraging intelligence from being offered at the ſexes. % 

door of our houſt, .does not alarm me with any apprehenſions of di. wards by 

advantage to the nation; for I have not ſo mean an opinion of the of powe 

- wiſdom of this aſſembly as to imagine that they can receive -any ill curred t 

aſſiſtance from the informations of their officious inſtructors, 'who Ml which h 

dodougght, in my opinion, Sir, rather to be taught by ſome ſenatorial Mr. I 

cenfure to know their own ſtation, than to be encouraged to negled any prop 

their proper employments, for the ſake of directing their governors, if heighter 

When bills, Sir, are depending, by which either the intereſt of Wi the hou! 

the nation, or of particular men, may be thought to be endangered, I But 1 

it is indeed the inconteſtable right of every Briton to offer his petition {Ml regardec 

at the bar of the houſe, and to deliver the reaſons upon which it is thought 

founded, This is a privilege of an unalienable kind, and which compaſſ 

is never to be infringed or denied; and this may always be ſupported This 
without countenancing anonymous intelligence, or receiving fuch 
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xapers as the authors of them are afraid or aſhamed to own, and N 
hich they, therefore, employ meaner hands to diſtribute. 9 
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ſideration, of which I am far from imagining that it was drawn up 
by the man who declares himſelf the writer, and am therefore con- 
inced of the neceſſity of calling the printer to the bar, that what-. 
ver the lenity, or juſtice of  this' aſſembly may determine with re⸗ 
gard to his puniſhment, he may be examined with reſpect to the : 
real authors of the libel; and that our reſentment may fall upon 0 
im, who has endeavoured to ſhelter himſelf by expoſing another. 
Counſellor Ox p ſpoke to this effect. Sir, I am inclined to be- 
ieve,” that the perſons aſſociated in writing and diſperſing this paper; x 
whoſoever they may be, are of no high: rank, or conſiderable influs, 


ence; as it is not likely that any man who had much to hazard, | 


would expoſe himſelf to the reſentment of the whole legiſlature ; but 
let us not for that reaſon. exert our ſuperiority in wanton puniſhments, . 
or tyrannize merely becauſe we cannot be reſiſted. Let us remember. 
that the ſame juſtice and the ſame humanity. is due to the meaneſt, as 
the higheſt of our fellow ſubjects; aud that there is even leſs ne- 
ceflity of rigorous. meaſures, as the attack is leſs formidable. 
But, Sir, there is one motive to moderation that has ſeldom been 
found leſs efficacious than the conſideration of the laws of juſtice 
or humanity. We ought to be withheld by regard to our poſterity, 
and even to ourſelves, from any exorbitant extenſion of our privi- 
We know, that authority once exerted, is claimed after- 
wards by preſcription. And who knows by what ſudden rotation 
of power he may himfelf ſuffer by a precedent which he has con- 
curred to eſtabliſh, and feel the weight of that oppreſſive you 
which he firſt granted for the puniſhment of another? © | 
Mr. Howe ſpoke thus :—Sir, I am always unwilling to oppoſe 
any propoſal of lenity and forbearance, nor have now any intention of 


hbeightening the guilt of this man by cruel W or TY ö 


the houſe to rigour and perſecution. 
But let us remember, Sir, that juſtice and merey are — to be 
regarded, and while we pity the folly of a miſguided or perhaps a 
thoughtleſs offender, let-us not ſuffer ourſelves to be OE by's our 

compaſſion, to injure ourſelves and our poſterity, _ 
This houſe, Sir, has always claimed and exerted the privilege of 
Juiging of every offence againſt itſelf, a privilege fo long eſtabliſhed, 
D 3 | and 


Of this kind, Sir, undoubtedly is the paper now under our cons . : | 
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aid fo conftantly exerciſed, that I doubt whether the inferiour courts 
of judicature will take cognizance of an attack upon us; for how can 
they venture to decide upon a queſtion of ſuch importance without 


any form or precedent for their proceedings. 


There ſeems alſo to be at this time, Sir, an uncommon neceflity for 
tenaciouſneſ of our privileges, when, as ſome whiſpers, which have 
peen wafted from the other houſe, inform us, a motion has been 
made in terms which might imply the ſubordination of this aſſembly, 
an aſſertion without foundation either in reaſon or juſtice, and which 


1 mall always oppoſe as * to our 6 nd and dangerous to | 
© Our conftitution, = 


Let us, therefore, 9 retain in our handy the eehte of this 
uaffait, and let the criminal either ſuffer his ene from our ſen 
OO” of owe 2 patdon's ko our merey. 

J I 


7. was ng at the printer of the daily paper Poul attend next day, 


when being Talled in, it was propoſed that he ſhould be aſked; whether b 


printed the paper complained of. It was objected to, for the ſame reaſon 
as the queſtion about the author's being in the gallery, becauſe the anſwer 


might tend to accuſe himſelf; and be bring withdrawn, 4 debate of the 
| fame naturevenſued, and the queſtion being put whether be ſhould be Aſced, 


if he be the per fon-that printed the daily paper ſhewn to him, which paper the 
houſe the day before reſolved to contain a malicious and ſcandalous libel, Se. 


. it iuas on a diviſion carried in the affirmative, by 222 againſt 16 3: a> 


cordingly he was-called in again, and being aſked the queſtion, he owned 
that be printed the ſaid Paper. from a printed copy which was left for him 


with ene of bis ſervants ; and being aſked what he had to allege in his juſ- 


vification or excuſe for printing the ſaid libel, be ſaid that as be had before 


printed ſeveral other things which he had received from the ſaid perſen, 
which had not giuen offence, he inſerted part of the paper in his news, and 
which he ſhould not have inſerted, if be had-thought it would have given 


eff ence to the houſe, and that he forbore to print the remainder, having heard 
that it bad given offence. Upan which be withdrew, and the houſe, after 
ſome debate, on a divifion 188 ta 14 5, not only ordered him into the cuſtody of 


- the ſerjeant, but reſolved to preſent an addreſs ta his majefty, that he would 


be pleaſed 10 give directions ta bis attarney general to proſecute him at 


_ law. 


The firſt printer of the libel wes ah ordered into cuſtody, This 1 Was on 


| the 34 n but the negt day Preſenting hrs petition, expreſſing his 
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forrow for the off inte, whereby he had juſtly incurred the diſpleaſure of the = 
houſe, and praying to be diſcharged, he was brought to the bar on the fal. 7 
ithout ling day, received a reprimand on on OY and was Mee! fo * _ 


charged, paying his fees, 


ty fi 

4 0 On the I 2th Lord Barrington preſented a petition 1 the printer of 

have 

been daily paper, , expreſſing his ſorrotu, promiſing all poſſible « care not to + 

nb] fend for the future, and praying to be diſcharged. 

ii This petition being read, a motion twas made, that the ſerjeant at arms: * . 
carry the petitioner to ſome court of law, to give ſecurity \ for bis appear N 


ance to the proſecution to be carried on againſt him by the attorney 1 
f-this wbich done, that he be diſcharged, paying his fees, : 


ſens Sir WILLIAM Vox ſpoke to this effect: : -Sir, I know not for | 
what reaſon this enormous offender is entitled to ſo much regard, or 
by what intereſt he has engaged ſo —_ Wy I doubt mo abhor 
his crimes to pity his ſufferings. | 
Had he been young and unexperienced, and ſeduced into the com- 
miſſion of this offence by artifice, or perſuaſion, his at might have 
been reaſonably conſidered rather as an error than a crime, and it 
might have been proper to treat n lenity a AUR ib n ob- 
ſtinate nor malicioũds. - 0 
But how, Sir, can this plea be 1 in favour of a man, . 
daily employment it has been, for theſe two years paſt, to miſrepre - 
ſent the public meaſures, to diſperſe ſcandal, and excite rebellion, 
who has induftriouſly propagated every murmur of diſcontent, and 
preſerved every whiſper of malevolence from periſhing in the birth. 
The proper judge, Sir, of this affair, is his majeſty's attorney gene- 
ral, who is not now in the houſe. I am, therefore, for detaining him 
in cuſtody, and for referring the conſideration of farther proceedings 
againſt him to that gentleman W proper e ee it is to rr 2 
for the crown. l 
Mr. WALL ER ſpoke next to the following purpoſe —Sir, it is 
undoubtedly the duty of every man to oppoſe the introduction of new 
laws, and methods of oppreſſion and ſeverity, which our conſtitution 
does not admit; and what elſe is the mention of a APES 8 character 
as an aggravation of his preſent offence? | 5 * 
It is well known, and has been already aſſerted, upon this occa- 
ſion, that in the lower courts of juſtice, though the priſoner may 
lead his character in his own defence, his proſecutor i is not at liberty 
15 | D 4 „ 


, 


— nr 
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to produce it to his diſadvantage. Even thoſe who are cited to thi 
"1 bar for murder or for treaſon, are tried only by the evidence. of mY 
crime for which they are indicted. pl 
That this houſe is not bound to ſtrict Roms, a6] is not accountable 
for the exerciſe of its power, is eaſily granted; but authority cannot 
change the nature of things, and what is unjuſt in a lower coutt, 
would be in us not leſs unjuſt, though it may not be „ an 


Te was replied that this gusſion had been befor fu ficient diſcuſſe 4 


The attorney 8 not being Preſent, the Ader Was . to the 
next ſiting. | 


5 On the next day if AY 2 n, the lord Barrington W that ee ee 


. debate might be reſumed, and: ſeveral members interceded for the pe. 
__ fitioner, that he might be releaſed ; to which it was objefted, that it 
wat not proper to releaſe him, unleſs an information Was lodged againſt 
him, without which he could not be held to bail; and the queſtion being 
| _ » put, whether he ſhould be releaſed, Was wann, in the negative. 
| A. the 6th ſiting the author of the libel, wha was committed to the common 
a of Midale her, petit ioned the houſe to permit bim to implore pardon 
en his knees, and, promiſing by the firongeſi and moſt folemn aſſurances 
not to offend again, was ordered to be ene the next day, poying his 
fees. | 
On the 47th ſitting, the printer of the ail haper again petitioned the hauſe, 


_ repreſenting, that he moſt heartily bewailed his offence, that he was 


. miſerably reduced by his confinement, having borrowed money of all lis 
friends to ſupport himſelf, his wife and children, and praying the mercy 
e the houſe. He was then ordered to be diſcharged, paying his fees, and 
giving ſecurity for his appearance to anſwer the proſecution. © - | 
On the 85th day Mr. George Heathcote offered another petition for the ſaid 
printer, aud repreſented, that the fees amounting to L. 121 he was not 
able to pay them, that, therefore, be hoped the hauſe would con ſider his 
cafe ; but the petition was not allowed io be brought up. On which ht 
remained. in cuſtody 14 days longer till the end of the ſeſſion, and, the 
authority of the ſenate ceaſing, had his liberty without paying any fees. 
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cannot | | 
court ox INCORPORATING THE NEW-RAISED MEN INTO THE STANDING 
5 | REGIMENTS, _ 


| On the 4th of December, Sir William Yon ge, ſecretary at war; having 
10 the preſented io the houſe of commons an eflimate of the expence of raiſing ien 
| thouſand men, the ſame was taken into con/ideration in a committee on the 
erned ſupply, and after debate agreed to." At the report of this proceeding, on 
be pe. the 11th, another debate happened on a motion that the 2 e men 
hat it ſhould be incorporated into the flanding regiments, Ge. 8 
Ai in theſe two debates the arguments were the ſame, they a are thrown inte 
being one, to prevent unneceſſary repetitions. | 


— 


8 SIR WILLIAM YoNGE opened the debate with etc to ods he 

17101 Wi had delivered in the eſtimate after the manner following :—Sir, as | 
ardon this eſtimate has been drawn up after very accurate calculations and 
ances careful enquiries, I hope that no objections will be raiſed againſt-it, 
vg his and that the ſum neceſſary for raiſing the new regiments will be very | 
readily granted by that hou ah Wer voted { war e for HT 
they are deſigned. | 


I hope, it will be admitted as ſome Shad of ati; that this 
eſtimate requires leſs money than one that was laid before the ſe- 
nate in the reign of king William; for if it be conſidered, that 
ſince that time the neceſſaries of life are become deater, and that, 
therefore, all expences are encreaſed, it will appear to be the effect 
of the exacteſt e wer n Tum ER for the ſame n 

is, leſs, | f 

I have heard indeed, Sir, that in ae the method of raiſing | 
troops on this occaſion has been cenſured: as improper, and that in 
the opinion of ſome, whoſe judgment cannot be entirely diſregarded, 
it would be more reaſonable to add more men to our regiments al- 
ready eftabliſhed, than to raiſe new regiments with new officers. 

The chief argument, Sir, produced in ſupport of their method of 
augmentation, is drawn from che neceſſity of public frugality, a very 
E popular topic, which never fails to produce favour and attention 3 
for uy man is naturally inclined to hear his friend, and to con- 


ſider 


8 \ 
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methods of alleviating his taxes.” © / E 
ttme nation, and ſuch as there occur frequent occaſions of inculcating 


ments, but I am far from thinking that this eſtimate affords any op- 
| portunity for declamations of this kind, and am of opinion that the 


| "fidered how much the number of officers contributes to the regularity 


mote their ſucceſs. It is to be conſidered, Sir, that the moſt ſue- 
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ſider that man as performing the office of friendſhip, who propoſe 
Frugality is undoubtedly a virtue very bende to the happineſs of 
to thoſe who are intruſted with the ſuperintendence of publick diſburſe. 
addition of new loldiers to each aa would, in reality, be more 
expenſive, 8 3 
It cannot be denied, gie, chat by augmenting the regiments, Wan 
would be immediately ſaved to the public the expence of the officats 


which are neceſſary in the method now propoſed ; but it is to be con- 


and diſcipline of the troops, and how much diſcipline and order pro- 


ceſsful method of making war is undoubtedly the Wap "_ that i As I 
nothing is more expenſive than defeats. Vie tha 
If by raiſing the ſame number of men under fewer ben wh chat of 
ſhould give our enemies any advantage, if a ſingle party ſhould be poſed Ra 
cut off, a garriſon forced, an expedition rendered fruitleſs, or the on this 
Var protracted but a few months, where will be the advantage of Wl railing 
this admired” frugality? What would be the conſequence, but the moſt Jil 

| ſame or a greater expence, not to gain advantages, but to repair to proc 
loſſes, and obviate the effects of our former parſimony? Mr. | 

- In private life, Sir, it is common for men to involve themſelves in been f 
expence only by avoiding it, to repair houſes at greater charges than a 

| pew ones might be built, and to pay intereſt rather than the debt. bat L; 
| Weak minds are frighted at the mention of extraordinary efforts, and MW n 0? 
decline large expences, though ſecurity 40d future afluence may be of plac 


purchafed by them; as tender bodies ſhrink from ſevere operations, and th 
though they are the certain methods of reſtoring health and vigour, Lan 
The effeRs of this timidity are the ſame in both caſes, the eſtate is im- '7> ne 


| paired inſenſibly, and * 1 e * by tat till no remedy arithm 


can be applied. | them ſc 
Such examples, Sir, are frequent, ahd the folly of! imitating them thing 
is therefore greater, for who would purſue that track by which he Pre P2d 
has ſeen others led to deſtruction? Nor need we ſearch for remote 9 
illuſtrations to diſcover the deſtructive tendency of unſeaſonable ten- To 
KM for the publick, for 1 believe the whole hiſtory of the wars of flight 5 
mY king ; 
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king William will prove, that reg ee e 
inconſiſtent with great atchievements. - 
It may be expected that I who cannot claim any regied in chi dic · 
zuiſtion from my own experience, ſhould produce ſome deciſive evi- 
e favour of the method which I have taken upon me to defend 3 
this expectation I ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy by alleging the authority 
of the greateſt commander of later ages, whom neither his friends nor 
his enemies will deny to have been well verſed in theſe ſubjects, and. 
whoſe ſucceſs is a ſufficient proof of the ſoundneſs of his principles. 
The illuftrious duke of Marlborough was of opinion, that the 

whole force of the French armies conſiſted in the number of the of- 
ficers, and that to be always equal to them in the field, it was ne- 
ceſſary to form our troops nearly upon the ſame. plan; to this 
ſcheme he conformed in his practice of war, and how much his . 
tice confirmed his opinion, let Blenheim and Ramillies atteſt. 

As I pretend not to have determined myſelf on this queſtion, RR 
wiſe than by authority, and as I know not any authority equal to 


at of the duke of Marlborough, 1 cannot diſcharge. the truſt re- 


poſed in me by * country, any otherwiſe than by propoſing, that 
on this occaſion we agree to grant his majeſty the ſum calculated for 
raiſing the new regiments, as I believe that method of augmentation 
molt likely to produce ſucceſs in our undertakings,” "no nnn. 

to procure a ſpeedy concluſion of the war. 5 

Mr. Pol rEN ET ſpoke next to the following effect . 1 have 
been ſo long accuſtomed to the debates of this houſe, and have ſo 
often attended to the eloquence of the right honourable gentleman, 
that I am never ſtartled at paradoxes, nor ſhocked at abſurdities; I 
can now hear with great tranquillity an harangue upon the neceſſity 
of placgmen in this houſe, upon the uſefulneſs of ſtanding 1 
and the happineſs of a general exciſe. 

Iam no longer offended with facts quoted i in oppoſition to biſto» 
ry, nor with calculations drawn up without regard to the rules of 
arithmetic ; I know that there are perſons in this houſe, who think 
themſelves obliged to ſpeak even when in their own opinion no- 
thing can be ſaid with weight or with propriety, who come hither 
prepared againſt the ſhame of confutation, and determined not to be 
convinced. 

To reafon with ſuch men, Sir, is 1 no EE taſk ; it is to 
fight with enchaged heroes upon whom the common i of ar- 
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a ceſſary to declare my ſentiments, as I ſhall be deſirous, in my turn, 
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gument have no effect, and who muſt he ſoftened TU a counter. 
charm before they can be attacked with any proſpect of ſucceſs, |, 

Thete are ſome, however, of whom I am willing to believe that 
they diſpute only for truth, and enquire with the view of attaining. aff 
ſolution of their doubts,” For the ſake of theſe, Sir, I think it ne. 
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to hear their ſentiments; but with regard to thoſe whoſe opinion 1 


which 


know already by their poſts, I ſhould think it of great advantage to de 
the diſpatch of public affairs, if they would content themſelves with 3 wad 
voting for their pay, without any ambition of other 1 or add - M uas hear 
ing the praiſe of volubility to that of ſteadineſs. cat any 
Having this opportunity, Sir, of declaring my opinion of the mea · ¶ men, or 
fares purſued in regulating our military preparations, I ſhall not con- ¶ of our g 
ſine myſelf entirely to the preſent queſtion, but lay before the houſe leged, u 
my thoughts upon ſome parts of the eſtabliſhment, which may per- ii maj 
haps require a reform, and which are at leaſt proper objects of con- ceive th: 
fideration, though not abſolutely neceſſary to the ann of yet lleep 
our opinion upon the preſent motion. Nice com 
I have long ago, Sir, declared, what therefore it is „ farely of any But I 

4 uſe to repeat, that I know. not any advantage to be hoped from a ſome wh. 
anding army, nor can diſcover why the ableſt and moſt vigorous of nion of 
the inhabitants of this kingdom ſhould be ſeduced from the loom, our wea 
the anvil, and the plough, only to live at eaſe upon the labour of If an) 
' Induſtry, only to inſult their landlords, and rob the farmers, 1 preſent 
never could find why any body of men ſhould be exempt from the each oth 
common labour of ſocial duties, or why they ſhould be ſupported how oft 
by a community, who contribute neither to its honour nor its bare ca 
defence. : N 8 e of deſtr 
I doubt not, Sir, but I ſhall hear, 'on this occaſion, of the ſervice WM nities o 

of our troops in the ſuppreſſion of riots; we ſhall be told, by the and hot 
next pompous orator who ſhall riſe up in defence of the army, that on the 
they have often diſperſed the ſmugglers, that the colliers have been groan u 
driven down by the terror of their appearance to their ſubterraneous opinion 
fortifications, that the weavers in the midſt of that rage which hun- againſt 
ger and oppreſſion excited, fled at their reproach, that” they have at levied, 
our markets bravely regulated the price of butter, and ſometimes in Wo 
the utmoſt exertion of heroic fury, broken thoſe eggs which 9 bouring 
were not ſuffered to purchaſe on their own terms. | merous 
ome one perhaps of more penetration, may inform us of the ufe if ould 


ich 
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rhich has been made of them at elections, where the ſurly burgeſſes 
have been ſometimes blind to the merit of thoſe worthy gentlemen, 
hom the ſoldiers have known how to eſteem according to their 
geſert; nor indeed do I ſee how thoſe. can refuſe their votes in favour 
of our troops, Who are indebted for the e of giving they 
to their kind interpoſition. 

To theſe arguments, Sir, I ſhall content myſelf with e 5 
that thoſe, who are verſed in the hiſtory of Britain, know that we 
have had colliers and weavers for many years before a ſtanding army 
was heard of among 'us, and that it is nevertheleſs no where recorded 
that any of our kings were depoſed by thoſe formidable: bodies of 
men, or that any remarkable changes were made by them in the form 
of our government; and, therefore, till ſome reaſon ſhall be al- 
leged, why ſuch. inſurrections ate now more dangerous, and our 
civil magiſtrates more impotent than i in former ages, I humbly con- 
ceive that even without the protection of a ſtanding army we might” 
yet ſleep in ſecurity, notwithſtanding the DI. of the colliers and 
the combinations of the weavers. 

But I muſt own, Sir, theſe are not our only ene for there i is 
ſomewhere, yet in exiſtence, a perſon that lays claim to the domi- 
nion of theſe kingdoms, and pleads an hereditary title to diſpoſe of | 
our wealth, to ſubvert our liberties, and deſtroy our religion. 

If any foreigner, Sir, unacquainted with our affairs, were to be 
preſent at our debates, and to hear with What ardour we animate 
each other to an obſtinate reſiſtance of this pretender to the throne, 
how often he is repreſented as hovering over us, and how often we 
have caught a general panic, and imagined ourſelves upon the verge 
of deſtruction, how often our moſt zealous patriots take opportu- 
nities of declaring their reſolution to die in defence of their liberties, 
and how pathetically our moſt elegant declaimers have expatiated 
on the miſery of that unhappy race whom they ſhould leave behind to 
groan under the oppreſſion of abſolute power, what would be his 
opinion of this pretender, whom he ſaw ſo perpetually dreaded, 
againſt whom ſo many alliances were formed, ſo _ armies were 
levied, and ſo many navies equipped ? YE 

Would he not believe him to be ſome formidable tyrant in a © cs 
bouring country, the lord of wide dominions, and the maſter of nu- 
merous armies and powerful fleets ? Would he 'not imagine that he 
could aſſemble half the continent at his call, that he was ſupported 
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W and that nothing but a fair wind was requi 
to land him on our coaſts at the head of millions? And would 1 
not, even on that ſuppoſition, be inclined to cenfure us as timorot 


28 ſomew hat regardleſs of the honour of our nation, and condemn u But 
for giving _— - ſuch ſuſpicions and exclamations as have a nature with the 
tendency to heighten the chenſion * depreſs d F 
AAA . a. 
But what would be his concluſion, Minden he ſhould be told 1 
what in reality is true, that this dreadful pretender is an unhappy eit co 
AX rt FO I | ; f their col 
| gitive, driven in his infancy from this country, and by conſequence and ſuc 
without any perſonal intereſt ; that he is ſupported by the charity 1 f 
7 eee e e geh g a Gera rr 1 
dom; that he has neither ſovereignty, nor money, nor alliar with m. 
nor reputation in war, nor fill in policy; that all his 2Qions a WE texrify ; 
| watched by Britiſh ſpies; and that the few friends that remain to ſup Wr 
| port the farce of a court, are ſuch only as dare not return to tbei they m- 
native country, and are therefore without fortune, and wins de they ba! 
7 pendants? know h 
What could a wiſe man conceive of a nation 1 held in continui and ho- 
alarms by an enemy like this ; of 2 nation always watchful again of tort 
an invaſion from a man who has neither dominions to ſupply, no It m 
money to hire a ſingle regiment; from a man whoſe title all the ought a 
neighbouring princes diſown, and who is at ſuch 2 diftance fronſfſ the nat 
them, that he cannot be affifted by them without open preparations, than th 
of which we cannot fail of having intelligence, and which may be cefſaril 
defeated, without Ke * the veſſels * ſtationed on out him DF 
Coafts ? & pr Tho 
: Would not any ſtranger imagine, Sir, that we were a nation in- ya 
fected with a general frenzy, that cowardice had perverted our im- 5 
ginations, filled us with apprehenſions of impoſſible invaſions, raiſed W 7 
| Phantoms before our eyes, and diſtracted us with wild ideas of n Ys 
and tyr anny, oppreſſion and petſecution-? wes 
I have dwelt thus long on this point, becauſe I 3 the 2 wt; 
tender is the laſt refuge of thoſe who defend a ſtanding army; - 4 _y 
that I propoſe to coavince-any man of the folly of ſuch TR er 
ſions, or to fortify him againſt ſuch terrors for the time to come; 1 w_ 
ſor if any man, in reality, now dreacs the pretender, fear muſt be 2 y 
His diftemper ; 3 he is doomed to live in terrors, and it is of no im- . Ss 
0 


Portance whether he dreads an . or a goblin, whether he is 
afraid 
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afraid to diſband the army, or to put out his candle in the night 3 
imagination is nd and he W. be e not ** e " | 
by phyſick. 1 x 

But the greateſt part of thoſe who. diſturb our nk 5 
with the mention of the pretender, are men of a very different cha- 
racer, men equally unconcerned about his defigns, or his motions, 
with thoſe who are moſt deſirous of ſetting the nation free from the 
burthen of an army, and very often ſuch as we may diſcover, from 
their conduct, to be determined to comply with every government, 
and ſuch as have therefore ER to fear from a change of K 
maſters. 

FThe men for witels ſake I am now ſpeaking, Sir, laugh equally 
wich myſelf at the apprehenſions of thoſe whom they contribute to 
texrify ; they know too well the impotence of the pretender to dread 
an invaſion from him, and affect only to continue their outeries, that 
they may not be deprived of a topic, on which, by long practice, 
they have attained an uncommon facility of haranguing, which they 
know how to diverſify with various combinations of circumſtances, 


to ſup 
o their 
wt de. 


ntinui and how to accommodate to any * e without the paig 
againf of torturing their inventions, 
7, Not It may be uſeful, Sir, to inform theſe men, that vide diſguiſe. 


ann 5,08 ought at laſt to be thrown off, becauſe it deceives no longer, and that 


- fronllM the nation cannot be cheated but at the expence of more cunning 
ations MI than they are willing, or perhaps able, to diſplay. Armaſk muſt ne- 
jay be ceſſarily be thrown aſide, when, inſtead of concealing, it diſcovers 
on out him by whom it is uſed. 


Thoſe who are attempting, Sir, to deceive others, and — 
character is exalted, in their own opinion, in proportion to the ſuc- 


22 ceſs of their endeavours, have ſurely a ſenſe of ſhame, though they 
raiſed have none of virtue, and cannot without pain find their artifices de- 
2 tected, and themſelves made the objects of ridicule by thoſe ſtrata- 


gems which they employ for the deception of others. 
* 1 I hope, therefore, Sir, that, for their, own. ſakes, theſe 1 
Pre onthe exploded ſtory of the pretender, will change their bugbear, that 


nei if it be neceſſary to frighten thoſe whom they want art or eloquence 
ehen · ¶ to perſuade, they will find out ſome other object of terror, which, 
ome i after a little practice in private meetings, they may w_ VEN in 
uft ve the court, and then turn looſe in the ſenate. 

Im- 


he is The world ; methinks, allows them a f. ufficient choice of tyrants 
afraid 25 ; | more 


- — * = _ w_ _ _ 
9 — — 
— — — — 2 3 — —— — — — —— — — VETS 
— — = . 3 _ . — Foun \ 


— — 
— ——_—— 
- 
— 
x < 


n „„ om. 
hiſtory of the Mohocks, The Mobocks are a dreadful race, not is 


| fteady adherent to the houſe of Hanover; they might then very eaſily 
| ſe our army, or inhance our taxes; for who would not be 


poſe the regulation than the diſmiſſion of our troops, and to mention 


] 
5 a 
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more formidable than the pretender, : . Suppoſe. * ſhould revive the, 


be mentioned without horror, by a true Jover of his country, and a 


urged by his wife and daughter to agree to ny meaſures that might 
ſecure them from the Mohocks ? 85 

But as an army is at preſent likely to be hut up Pay our ir defence 
againſt an enemy - leſs formidable, it may be more ſeaſonable to pro- 


at its ful 
itled, fi 
laws, Ol 


thoſe evils which ariſe from the preſent eſtabliſhment, rather than 


thoſe which are inſeparable from the expence of a ſtanding force. I wal 
ME be neceſſary, Sir, to ſupport ſoldiers, I ſuppoſe that it. will Jr exan 
not be denied by the advocates for an army, that we ought tolevy ſuch knows te 
troops as may be of uſe; yet in their practice they ſeem to have paid W Keke {4 
very littlæ regard to this principle. Our troopers are mounted upon ſoyment 
horſes which can ſerve no purpoſe but that of ſhow, which may in- Tha 
deed wheel about in the park with a formidable air, but can neither Meno wol 

| advance upon an enemy with impetuoſity, nor retreat from him with Voor 40 of 
| expedition and which, therefore, though purchaſed by the nation ir 
at a very high price, and ſupported at a large expence, can only E 
grace 2 review, but are of very litile uſe in an enemy's county, If the 
and muſt periſh in the march, or ſtand unactive i in the battle. | iſed by 
Nor is much more ſervice to be expected, Cie. from. their eden {though w 
than from the horſes, for there are very few of them acquainted with {ſelves ab! 
the firſt elements of their profeſſion, or who have ever learned more WhubjeQs, 

' than a few poſtures of exerciſe, and the meaning of a few words of ſupportec 
command, but have a number of officers with large appointments. ' Whicence o 
The French troops, Sir, if they are doubly officered, are officered Wat gamia 

and maintained at a leſs expence, and to greater effect; for the ſol- If thi! 
diers are better inſtructed, and the ſame number of men coſt not, ihe next 
perhaps, much more than half the charge of a Britiſh regiment. to the re 
The guards, Sir, that are maintained about this metropolis, fof ready acc 
no other purpoſe than to keep up the ſplendour of a modern court, {Wmore ex; 
coſt the nation yearly ſuch a ſum as would be ſufficient to ſupport an {obliged t 
army of Frenchmen, for the protection of their frontier towns, of man will 
'the invaſion of neighbouring countries. ö | | | + Weree of « 
For my part, I cannot fee what injury would be done :to as na- L have 
tion way aboliſhing an clabliſhmene, at the jams time uſclels and ex- levies wh 
| pen live, Vor. ! 


mJ „ e e Wan Ah 


ſenſipe, i 6xtployih that money which is at preſent ſquatidered 
idlers without effect, upon levies of uſeful ſoldiers for march- 1 
e who might be employed, when occafion ſhould Tea : 
"tire them, in the ſervice of their country. 1 | 
It will doubtleſs be objected that the officers of this body 2 men, 
any of whom are perſons of the higheſt merit? and who have gene · 
ally purchaſed their commiſſions, might very juſtly complain of 
being deprived without a crime, of that which they have bought 
at its full value, and to which therefore they imagine themſelves in- 
itſed, till they tall forfeit their right by ſome offence againſt the 
Jaws, or ſome neglect of their duty. 
I ſhall not, Sir, at preſent enquire into * * of this plea, | 
nor examine, whether he who purchaſes an employment, which he 
knows to be uſeleſs, and therefore burthenſome' to the publick, de- 


4-ITz 
ve the, 
not. to, 
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ot be 
might 
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> pro- 
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ſuch 


Pa es that the publick ſhould be ſolicitous to ſupport him in the « * . 
upon ¶hoyment of it: but I ſhall declare, on this occaſion, with confidence, 


y in- 
either, 
with 
ation 

only, 
ti, 


that I know many of the officers of the guards to be men of honour, 
rho would gladly exchange their poſts, ſo chargeable to the nation, 
For an opportunity of ſerving it, and who are not very anxious for 
[the increaſe of their ir pays ſo. they may not be degraded. from their 
preſent rank. q kW 
Ir theſe gentlemen, Sir, might, ü. in the regiments hs ſhould be 
iſed by diſbanding the guards, be advanced to higher commiſſions, 
though with ſome diminution of their pay, they would imagine them- 
elves abundantly compenſated by the happineſs of becoming uſeful | 
more ¶ ſubjects, and ſerving that nation by which they have been hitherto 
ds of ¶ ſupported only to fill up the pomp of levies, and add to the magni- 
ats. fcence of 3 holte f in RIG and RPE | 
cered at gaming. tables ; 
: ſol- If this ſcheme ſhould not he: af; the makes: eligible, s | 
not, the next degree, ſeems to be that of incorporating our new levies ine 
oY to the regiments already raiſed, that being aſſocĩated with men al- 
» fot ready acquainted with diſcipline, they may learn their duty much 
ourt, I more expeditiouſly than in ſeparate bodies, where one officer will be 
x an {obliged to attend to the inſtruction of great numbers, and where no 
„ or man will be excited to application, becauſe no man will fee 909: de- 
see of excellence which be may be ambitious of attaining. 
na- U have indeed heard no reaſon alleged for the neceſſity of new 
| ex- {levies which appeared likely to convince even thoſe by whom it was 
live, Vor. * E | - produced. 


ders, | 


with 
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produced. It appears to me that our * army is. more than u ended, 
ficient for the publick ſervice without an augmentation, and that ſon. 


of our regiments might immediately. embark, not. W ,miogs nan 
ger to the nation, but with far greater hopes of ſucceſs, as our. e riably, 
mies would have leſs time to ſtrengthen their fortifications, and I nor Bar 
led their troops, and as diſciplined forces are more formidable. tha ear fe 
a 4 troops newly levied ; for diſcipline muſt be of great efficacy, ta the 5 petty 
ſucceſs of military undertakings,” or all arguments which have beeq 7 
uſed i in the defence of a ſtanding army fall to the ground, cited 
In anſwer to this propoſal, we ſhall probably be once azain intimi nnd 
dated with an invaſion, whether from the pretender, the Spaniardz -t We 
the French, or any other power, it is of no great importance. A ceive 
"invaſion i is a formidable ſound; the ſack of towns, the deſtruQia this pla 
| of villages, the captivity of our children, the r ruin of our fortune, a * 
and the deſolation of our country, are frightful j images, and. mg ny # 
therefore be ſucceſsfully produced, on this occaſion, to perplex Our | - 0 
thoughts, and embarraſs our enquiries. 8 g 
. To remove therefore this panic, and to diflipate "IE ever the * 5 haz 
toms of invaſion, I will lay before the houſe the opinion of the great My 55 
commander whoſe name has already been introduced in this debate, In ure 
the late reign, on a day when the great officers of the crown and | many ann 
of the council were at a publick feaſt in the city, a report was ſud- 5845 
| denly ſpread that the duke of Ormond had landed in the weſt with daher 
two thouſand men. This account was in appearance well atteſted, 2 
ir 


and univerſally believed; all jollity was, therefore, at an end, the 70 
company departed, the council was ſummoned, and every man offered the dati 
ſuch expedients as his preſent thoughts, confuſed and oppreſſed Such. 
Vith the proximity of the danger, ſuggeſted” to bim. One pro- I either 
poſed that a body of troops ſhould be ſent to a diſtant part of the increaſi 
kingdom, to reſtrain the ſeditions of the populace; another ap pre- thoſe tr 
hended more danger from a different quarter, and adviſed that the in- ou; J 
nabltaßts mould be awed by another detachment ſent thither; the n 


| molt ecperlenced eaſily ſaw the anprofitableneſs of the meaſures pio- . Tord 
bote, but could not ſo eafily ſtrixe out more efficacious expedient, ” l a 
and therefore fat in gteat perplexity. Lord Somers particularly ending 
Ihook his head, and ſtemed to conſider the kingdom as in the hand- b 
v 


of the invaders, and the dreadful pretender as ſeated on the throne. ks 
At laſt the duke of Marlborough, "who had kitherto fat f lent, im for 


mi 
alked calmly whether they were certain that t any” forces were Jl bon | 
3 , * ene — 22 5. * n C3 * 2 B29 18 - 12 121 Propagat 
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landed, and was anſwered, that though it might not be abſolutely 
certain, yet they were to conſult and ſend orders u pon that ſuppoſition. 
Then, ſays he, I will lay down this great rule to be-obſerved inva- 
riably, whenever you are invaded, Attend only to one points 
nor have any other purpoſe in vie y than that of deſtroying the te- 
gular forces that ſhall be landed in the kingdom, without any regard 
to petty inſurrections, which may be always eaſily quelled, and which 
will probably ceaſe of themſelves, when the army by which they were 
excited is cut off. For this end let it be your rule to keep your army 
undivided, and to make no motion but towards the enemies; fight 
them with the utmoſt expedition before they can fortify; themſelves, or 
Teceive re- inforcements from the continent. By the obſervation of 
this plain method of operation, continued he, I will engage without 
any other force than the regiments generally ſtationed about the capital, 
to put a ſtop to any troops that ſhall be landed on the coaſt of Britain. 

So far was this great officer, who was acquainted with the whole 
art of war, from ſinking into aſtoniſnment at the ſound of an inva- 
ſion, and ſo far from thinking i it neceilary that the nation ſhould be 
harraſſed by ſtanding troops, to ae it from 0g Wt 15 . 
foreign army. | 

But though our 00 oops, Sir, mould not hs bl to prevent an, | 
invaſion, they may be uſeful in ſervices of equal importance ; the 
migiſtry may think the ſuffrages of the officers more ſerviceable than 
their ſwords, and may be more afraid of expoſing. themſelves than 
the nation. by any detachment of their forces. | 

Such is at preſent, Sir, the ſtate of this unhappy + country; "that 
neither in peace nor war are any meaſures taken, but with a view of 
increaſing or confirming the power of the miniſtry ; for this purpoſe 
thoſe troops whoſe officers have ſeats here, are to be retained at 
home, and the fate of our American ener to de er 
to new levied forces without military ſkill. OT 

For this reaſon is an army to be raiſed without un and rai 1 
in a manner that may furniſh the court with an opportunity of ex- 
tending its influence, by the diſpoſal of great numbers of new com- 
miſſions, By this plan every family that is burthened with a relation, ö 
whoſe vices have ruined his fortune, or whoſe ſtupidity diſqualifics 
him for employment, will have an opportunity of ſelling for a com- 
miſſion its intereſt at the approaching election; dependance will be 
Propagated, aye" _ og ae Ipirie ved pert be mot 
2 


4 
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To little purpoſe: will it be objected, that ſoldiers and officers wik 
be equally 4. ee that diſcipline is not ĩnfuſed inftantaneoufly, that 
a military dreſs will not make a ſoldier, that men can only know thei! 
duty by inſtruction, and that nothing is to be hoped from ploughmen 
and manufacturers, commanded by - ſchool=boys. The ſucceſs > 
the expedition is not ſo much conſidered by thoſe who have the di. 
rection of the levies, as that of the election, and while they kety 
their uy We are very re err. Fe ure of INE 
rica. 
In Adee of this Vabeg it An indeed, „ bern amel that it 
was preſerred by the duke of Marlborough; but we are not in. 
formed to whom, or upon what ocaſion he declared his opinion, and 

| therefore are left at liberty to doubt, whether his authority is not pro- 


duced for a method which he did not approve, or approved” vr at © Our: 

| fone particular time for ſome extraordinary ſervice, em 
* It is urged" that he recommended it by his practice, and that b be diſt 
Gere / hh K ſufficient proof that his practice was founded upon right I out cru 
maxims. But if it be remembered what was, in that time, the me- beigen 
chod of obtaining commilſions, and who it ws chat had the ditpofi I at 
of them, it will appear not abſolutely certain, that his practice end 
oughtt to be produced as a deciſive proof of his opinion. n! 
If the ſucceſs of troops be properly urged as an actument for KN 
the form of their eſtabliſhment, may not the victories, of prince mo 
Eugene afford a proof, equally convincing, that a few officers are 85 __ 
ſufficient ? And if the arguments which ariſe from ſucceſs are equal ue 
on both ſides, ought not the neceſſity of ſaving the dn Raney. to, ne 
turn the balance? © Fab Sabbath, dan er 
War, Sir, is in its own | nature a calamity very. 2 to the re 
moſt powerful and flouriſhing people, and to a trading nation is frugalit 
particularly deſtructive, as it at once exhauſts our wealth, and in- whoſe « 
terrupts our commerce, at once drinks up the ſtream and choaks up led, as 
5 the fountain. In thoſe countries, whoſe, affairs are wholly tranſacted who t 
within their own frontiers, where. there is either. very little money, are onl 
or where their wealth j is dug out of their own mines, they : are only 25 
weakened by the loſs of men, or by the diminution, of their domi- of inva 
nions, and in general can only ſuffer by being overcome. WY the ch 
But the ſtate of Britain i is far different, it is not neceſſary to o out diſc 
ruin thats an enemy ſhould be ftronger than ourſelyes, that de ſhould 3 
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to burn bur villages- by incurſions, ot deſtroy our fortreſſes wit 
bombs ; for he that can ſecure his own dominions from our attacks, 
to which nothing but diſtance and ſome advantages of ſituation are 
neceſſary, may ſupport a war againſt us, and he that can fit out 
privateers to interrupt our me; pen en 0 gy — 
reduce us to diſtreſs... - I, 

Our ſituation, Sir, as it abend us parks the danger of an in- 
3 except from that powerful monarch the pretender, who is 
indeed always to be dreaded, has likewiſe the effect of ſecuring . 
other nations from being invaded by us, for it is very difficult to 
tranſport in one fleet, and to land at one time, a” number ſufficient 
to force their way into e an * _ are ' fortified, » =o 
the inhabitants in arms. 

Our wars, Sir, are e to be determined Fw naval battles, and 
thoſe nations have very little to fear from us who have no trade to 
be diſturbed, and ho navies to be deſtroyed ; if they can only fit 
out cruiſers, which may always bedone by granting commiſſions to 
foreign adventyrers, they may ruin our merchants by 'captures, 
exhauſt the nation by the neceſſity ef convoys, and give neutral 
traders an opportunity of eſtabliſhing their credit at thoſe markets 
which have been bitherto ſupplied by our manufaQtures. 

This is indeed far from being at preſent an exact account of the | 
ſtate of Spain, whoſe wide-extended dominions are liable to inſults, 


| and from whom many of her moſt wealthy provinces may be torn 


without great hazard or diſſiculty. The particular ſtate of her 
commerce, which; being only carried on from one part of her domi- 
nions to another, can only be for a time interrupted, but is in no 
danger of being invaded by any rival, or loſt by diſuſe, atleaſt re- 
quires our conſideration, and we ought to make war with the utmoſt 
frugality againſt a people whom no hoſtilities can really impoveriſh, 
whoſe commerce may be faid to lie at reft rather than to be fhack- 
led, as it will riſe into greater vigour at the end of the war, and 

whoſe treaſures, though the want of them is a N e ineonven lence, 
are only piled up for a time of ſecurity. | 
As the only method, Sir, of reducing this wala; muſt be that 
of invading its colonies, and diſmembering its provinces, by which 
the chief perſons: will be deprived of their revenues,” and a general 
diſcontent be ſpread over the people, the forces which are levied for 
this nenn an expedition on which ſo much of the honour of 
N Es * 
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our arms 5 the proſperity of our trade muſt eee 
ought to be ſelected with: e n . ns "OR with ha 
exacteſt Fegularitye ho and 1 
On this occaſion, therefore, it is Gerad improper to e Hog 
newly collected from ſhopsand villages, and yet more irrationalto truſt 
them to the direction of boys called on this occaſion from the frolich 
of a ſchool, or forced from the boſoms of their mothers, and the ſoft · 
neſs of the nurſery, It is not without compaſſion, compaſſion 
very far extended, that I confider the unhappy ſtriplings doomed to 
2 camp, from whom the ſun has hitherto been ſcreened, and the 
wind excluded, who have been taught by many tender lectures the 
onwholeſomeneſs of the evening miſts. and the morning dews, who 
have been wrapt in furs in winter, and cooled with fans in ſummer, 
who have lived without any. en butt that of ne” or Fry care 
| but that of their complexion. .... * 2 

Who can forbear, Sir, eee of 3 tia he 458 ans 
mals like theſe taking their laſt fare wel of the maid that bas fed them 
with ſweetmeats, and defended them from inſects; when he ſees 
them dreſt up in the babiliments of ſoldiers, loaded with a ſword} 
and inveſted wiih a command, not to mount the guard at the pa- 
lace, nor to diſplay their lace at a review, not to protect ladies at 
the door of an aſſembly room, nor to ſhew their intrepidity at a 


country fair, but to enter into a kind of fellowſhip with the rugged 


ſailor, to hear the tumult of a ſtorm, to ſuſtain the e —_— 
and to be ſet on ſhore in an enemy's:dominions +  '  # 
Surely, he that. can ſee ſuch ſpectacles without FR muſt 
have hardened his heart beyond the common degrees of cruelty, and 
it may reaſonably be expected, that he who can propoſe any method 
by which ſuch hardſhips _ be IR uy _ 5 ap to 
gratitude. and praiſe, ;- ene YT 
For my part, I ſhould alan 3h) thank an voy ves might 
be diſcovered of obyiating ſuch miſery,” without leſſening that num- 
ber of officers, which, perhaps, in oppoſition to reaſon” and ex- 
perience, ſome gentlemen will continue to think "neceſſary, ai 
hope that this may be no improper time to declare my opinion. 
have obſerved, that for ſome time no private centinel has ever 


viſen to any rank above that of a ſerjeant, and that commiſſions have 


been reſerved as rewards for other ſervices than thoſe of the camp. 
'This procedure I cannot but think at once impolitick and unjuſt. 
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It is impolitick, Sir, as it has a natural tendeney to extinguiſh 
n the ſoldiery all emulation and all "induſtry, Soldiers have an 
qual genius with other men, and undoubtedly there might be found 
mong/them” great numbers capable of learning and of improving 
he military ſeiences; but they have likewiſe the ſame love of eaſe, 
and the deſire of honour and of profit, and will not condemn 
hemſelves to labour without the proſpect of reward, nor ſacriſice 
heir time to the attainment of that knowledge, which can have” 
no other effect than to make them diſcover the ſtupidity of their 
ommanders, and render their obedience more difficult, as it will 
geſtroy that reverence which is neceſſary to ſubordination. + 
It is unjuſt, Sir, becauſe it is not to be doubted, that ſome ſoldiers, : 
dy the natural force of their faculties,” or by a laudable activity of 
mind, have extended their knowledge wwyood the duties of a private 


nation, and he that excels in his profeſſion has an equitable claim to 


diſtinction and preferment. To advance any man in the army, 
becauſe his father is an orator in the ſenate, or the chief inhabitant 
of a borough, ſeems: not more rational, than to make another 
man a judge, becauſe ſome of his anceſtors were ſkilled in gunnery; 
nor would the lawyers have juſter ae * d in one caſe, 
than the ſoldiers in the other. | 

It is therefore, Sir, in my opinion, noſis to the PETTY 
of military knowledge, that, as a centinel is, for excelling in his. 
profeſſion, advanced to the degree of a ſerjeant, the ſerjeant, who 
continues his application, and performs. his duty, ſhould, in thus; | 
be honoured with a commiſſion.  —_ 

It may be objected indeed, that ferjeants; thounh they's are elke! 
commanders in war, can very ſeldom arrive at any remarkable En 
in politicks, and though they ſhould be ſo fortunate as to gain 
eſtates, could never be of any uſe as the repreſentatives of a borough; 
and to what purpoſe ſhould thoſe men be advanced, who can only 
ſerve their country, but can contribute very little to the ſupppre of . 
the court? \ : 

This is, Lawn, Sir, an objection, which! deſpair of ere to 
the ſatisfaction of thoſe by whom it will be raiſed. The hardy ſer- 
jeant would never cringe gracefully at a levee, would never attain 
to any ſucceſsful degree of addreſs i in ſoliciting votes, and if he 
ſhould by mere bribery be deputed hither, ous: be unable to de- 
fend the conduct of his directors. | PEE 

| on > 7 : ” a 


05 pretend to purſue the honourable gentleman through the whole com- 


56 


„ r ON. [Dxc. 4-11, 


In Vindication of the preſent ſcheme, I believe few of thoſe rug 
ged warriors would find many arguments; they would not recom- 
mend to the nation a troop of boys, under the command of boys, 
as the moſt proper forces to be ſent to make conqueſts in diſtant 
60untries, nor would imagine, that unſkilful ſoldiers could, under 
the direction of officers equally ignorant with themſelves, attain the 
knowledge of their duty in the ſame time as if they were in- 
| corporated with regular troops, in which every man might receiyg 
inſtructions, and learn his buſineſs from his comrade. 81 
'T had lately, Sir, the opportunity of hearing the opinion of one 
of the greateſt generals in the world, on this ſubject, who declared 
with the utmoſt confidence of certainty, that raw troops could be 
diſciplined in a ſhort time, only by being incorporated with thoſe 
"that had been already taught their duty, and "aſſerted, that with an 
army ſo mixed, he ſhould think himſelf ſufficiently enabled to 
meet any forces of the ſame number, and ſhould not fear to acquit 
bimſelf ſuccef: fully, either in attacking or defending.” 

Such are the ſentiments of this great man, to whom I know 

not whether any name can be oppoſed that deſerves equally to be 

reverenced. He has had the honour of defending the rights of his 

country in the ſenate as well as in the field, has ſignalized himſelf 

equally in the debate and in the battle, and perhaps deſerves leſs 

regard for having hazarded his life, than NE — been diveſted of 
bis employments. 

Since therefore, it is apparent that great numbers of officers 
are by no means neceſſary to ſucceſs in war, ſince they are dangerous 
to our liberty in time of peace, fince they are certainly expenſive, 
and at beft not certainly uſeful ; and fince the greateſt general of 
the preſent age has declared, that our new levies ought to be 
mingled with our ſtanding forces, I ſhall think it my duty to vote 
againſt the preſent ſcheme of raiſing new regiments, and ſhall agree 
to no other ſupplies than ſuch as may be ſufficient for * the 
ſame numbers to the preſent army. 

General Wap then ſpoke as follows —Sir, though T cannot 


paſs of bis argument, not ſhall attempt to ſtand up as his rival, 
either in extent of knowledge, or elegance of language, yet as my 
courſe of life has neceſſarily furniſhed me with ſome obſervations 


relating to the queſtion before us, and my preſent ſtation in the 
army 
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army may, in ſome.meaſure, be ſaid to make it my duty to declare 
my opinion, I ſhall: lay before the houſe a few conſiderations, with 
the 2 ſimplicity of à plain ſoldier, without engaging in a for- 
mal debate, or attempting to overthrow the arguments of others. 
It is obſerved, Sir, that for the greateſt part, the farther any 
man has advanced in life, the leſs confidence he places in ſpeculation, 
and the more he learns to reſt upon experience as the only ſure guide 
in human affairs; and as the tranſactions in which he is engaged are 
more important, with the greater anxiety does he enquire. after 
precedents, and the more timorouſly does he proceed, when he is 
obliged to regulate his conduct by conjectute or by deliberation. 
This remark, Sir, though it may bejuſt with regard to all ſtates 
thoſe of life, is yet more conſtantly and certainly applicabje to that of the 
ith an ſoldier; becauſe, as bis pro feſſion is more hazardous than any other, 
ed to be muſt with more caution guard againſt miſcarriages and errors. 
acquit The old ſoldier, therefore, very rarely ventures beyond the verge of 
experience, unleſs in compliance with particular aceidents, which - 
does not make any change in his general ſcheme, or in ſituations 
to'be WI where nothing can preſerve him but ſome new ſtratagem or un- 
of his precedented effort, which are not to be mentioned as part of his 
eaſel original plan of operation, becauſe they are produced always by 
unforeſeen emergencies, and are to be imputed not to choice but to 
ted of MI neceſſity; for in conſequence of my fuſt principle, an old ſoldier 
| never willingly involves himſelf in difficulties, or proceeds in ſuch 
a manner as that he may not expect ſucceſs by the mm Operations 


erous of war. 
ne It will not therefore; be ſtrange, if 1. e baring ſerved in 
x the army in the wars of king William, may juſtly claim the title 
84 of an old ſoldier, ſnould not eaſily depart from the methods eſtabliſhed 

| in my youth, methods of which their effects have ſhewn me, that 


* they at leaſt anſwer the intention for which they were contrived, and 
s which therefore I ſhall be afraid of rejecting, left thoſe which it is 
propoſed to ſubſtitute in their place, however probable in ſpeculation, 
Ayo ſhould be found defective in practice, and the reaſonings, which in- 
| deed I cannot anſwer, ſhould be confuted in the field, where ee 
has very little power. 


ö ht The troops of Britain, 1 0 3 to | ths preſent eftabliſh. 
1905 ment, have been found ſucceſsful ; they have preferved the liberties of 
** 8 and driven the armies of France before them; they have 
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appeared equally formidable in ſieges and in battles, and with firenpth 
equally” irreſiſtible have preſſed forward in the field, and mounteq 


the breach. It may be urged, that this vigour, alacrity, and ſucceſs, 
| cannot be proved to have been produced by the number of officers by 


whom they were commanded; but fince, on the contrary, it cannot 


be fhewn that the number of officers did not contribute tol their 
victoties, I think it not prudent to try the experiment, which, if it 
mould fucceed, as it poſſibly may, would produce no great ad- 


vantage; and if it ſhould fail, and that it may fail no man will deny, 
muſt bring upon us not only the expence which we are ſo ſolicitous 


to avoid, but diſgrace and loſſes, a long interruption of our trade, and 


the flaughter of great numbers of our fellow ſubjects. | 
Thus far, Sir, I have proceeded upon a ſuppoſition that the bas 


Lance of argument is equal on both ſides, and that nothing could be 


alleged on one part but experience, or objected to the other but the 
want of it; but as I am now called to declare my opinion in a queſ- 
tion relating to my profeſſion, a queſtion. of great importance to the 


publick, I ſhould think that I had not diſcharged my duty to my 


country with that fidelity which may juſtly be exacted from me, if I 


ſhould omit any obſervation that my memory may ſuggeſt, by which 


the houſe may be better enabled to proceed in this enquiry.” - 


I think it therefore proper to declare, that we not only, in the laſt 


great war, experienced the uſefulneſs of numerous officers, ' but that 
we have likewiſe felt the want of them on a ſignal occaſion, and that 


the only greateſt advantage which our enemies obtained, was gained 


over an army rendered weak by the want of the uſual number of 
officers. Such were the forces that were defeated at the fatal battle 
of Almanza, by which almoſt all Spain was recovered from us. And 
it is, Str, the opinion of very ſkilful commanders, that the Germans, 
only by having fewer officers than the French, did not ſucceed in 
thoſe long and obſtinate battles of Parma and. Guaſtalla, 


It is indeed natural to imagine, that a greater number of officers 


muſt promote ſucceſs, becauſe courage is kindled by example, and 
it is therefore of uſe to every man to have his leader in his view. 


Shame at one time and affection at another, may produce the effects 


of courage where it is wanted, and thoſe may follow their com- 
mander, who are inclined to deſert their duty; for it is ſeldom known 


that, while the officers appear confident, the ſoldiers deſpair, or that 


they think of retreating but after the — of their leaders. 
Where 
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Where there are 'only few officers, it is apparent that more i is left” 
o chance, in which it becomes not a wiſe man to place any confi- 
dence ; for if the officers are killed at the beginning of the action, 
the ſoldiers muſt become an uſeleſs, defenceleſs herd, without order, 
without unanimity, and without deſign ; but by the preſent method, Z 
if an officer happens -to fall, his place is immediately ſupplied by 
another, the action goes forward, and the — receives no o adran- 
tage from confuſion „ db nee 


Jam therefore of opinion, that in raiſing troops for the pe Eo 
now intended, the eſtabliſhed method ought to be followed, and that 
we ought not to hazard the ſucceſs of our attempt by new regula- 
tions, of which no human ſagacity can foretel my event. 

Though it cannot be denied, that ſome addition might be made to 
our companies without any viſible or certain inconvenience, yet the 
augmentation now intended is too numerous to be ſo incorporated 
without ſome neglect of diſcipline, as the officers would be charged 


with more men than they could properly ſuperintend. | 


There i is indeed, Sir, another method of i incorporation, by: add- 
ing new companies to each regiment; but of this method the 
advantage would be ſmall, becauſe the number of captains and in- 
feriour officers muſt be the ſame, and the pay of only the field officers 
would be ſaved, and this trifling gain would be far over-balanced by 
the inconveniencies which experience has ſnewn to ariſe from it. | 
There have been regiments formed of thirteen companies inſtead of 
ten ; but it was found, that as the officers of a company may be over- 
aged: with ſoldiers, a colonel may likewiſe have more companies 
than he can conveniently inſpect, and the antient regulation \ was re- 


ſtored, as the leaſt liable to difficulties and objections. 


Having thus endeavoured to vindicate the manner in which our new 
troops are propoſed to be levied, it may be expected that I ſhould, 
now make ſome obſervations on the ſervice in which they are to be 
employed, which I cannot think liable to any unanſwerable objection. 
It is now, Sir, in our choice whether we will ſend the new regi- 
ments abroad or keep them at home; and our choice may eaſily be 
determined by comparing the value of our colonies with that of their 
mother country. If it be not neceſſary to have any army here to de- 
fend us againſt inſults and invaſions, the queſtion about the manner of 
raiſing or employing new regiments is ſuperfluous, becauſe none ought 


LY 5 Tatled, as our old troops are ſufficiently numerous for foreign 
| e 
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' ſervice. But if ha ſecurity of the nation requires an army, wol 
ie not be madneſs to ſend thoſe troops to a diſtant part of the wor 
in which we Can confide moſt? Would not thoſe, who. ſpeak With 
fuch contempt of an expedition undertaken by boys, haye a bette 
reaſon for their cenſure, if only boys were ſtationed on our coaſts to 
repel the veterans of F rance ! b Would not ſuch meaſures animate Our 
enemies and i invite an invaſion? FTA, 

It may perhaps be urged farther, that the troops which are * 
into America, are more likely to ſucceed in their deſign, than 
any regiment of antient eftabliſkment. The chief danger to be 
feared in that part of the world, is not from the enemy but the cli. 
mate, with which young men are moſt able to contend, though they 
may not be equally. qualified for attempts in which ſkill i is Equally 
| neceſſary with vigour, 

1 am convinced, Sir, that this war has bitherto te proſecuted 
with ardour and fidelity, and that no nieaſures have been taken but 
ſuch as experience and reaſon have ſupported, and therefore affirm, 
without ſcruple, that if we are not ſucceſsful, our miſcarriages 
muſt be imputed to the chance of war, from which no prudence can 
exempt us. 

Lord QyAREN DON ſpoke next in the following manner, " being 
his firſt ſpeech : —Sir, having but very lately bad the honour of a 
ſeat in this aſſembly, I am conſcious how little I am acquainted with 
either the ſubjects or forms of debate, and ſhould therefore continue 
to liſten to the ſentiments of perſons more experienced, with ſilent 
veneration, did*I not obſerve with how much indulgence they are 
heard who mean well, however deficient in knowledge, or in elo 
quence. 

As the honourable gontleman who ſpoke laſt, Sir, profeſſes to have 
formed his opinion rather from facts than arguments, I hope I ſhall 
be indulged. by the houſe, in an attempt to examine thoſe facts which 
he has produced, becauſe I think them not ſufficient to ſupport his 
poſitions, which muſt therefore be eſtabliſhed by ſome other proofs, 
before a deciſion of this queſtion can be fixed by them. 

With regard to his experience, to which undoubtedly no ſmall de- 
gree of veneration is due, he confeſſes that we have tried only one 
of the two forms of eſtabliſnment now in competition, and that 
therefore, though he has had reaſon to approve that with which he 


is molt acquainted, he has no certain proofs of the inefficacy « or im- 
pei fection of the other. 
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But experience, Sir, may be extended Neid farther than o our own 
\erſonal tranſactions, and may very juſtly comprehend. thoſe obſerva- 
tions which we have had opportunities of making upon the conduct 
and ſucceſs of others. This gentleman, though he has only com- 
manded in the armies of Britain, has ſeen the forces of other nations, 
has remarked their regulations, and heard of their actions with our 
confederates in the laſt war; he has probably acted in conjunction, 
and though it is ænown that they differ from us in the proportion of 
ſoldiers and officers, he has mentioned no diſadvantage which might | 
be ſuppoſed to ariſe from their eſtabliſhment, and therefare, 1 ſup- 
poſe, he cannot deny that their behaviour and ſucceſs was the ſame 
with that of our own troops. 

The battles of Almanza, Parma, and Guaſtalla, which. he has 
particularly mentioned, were loſt, as he informs us, by armies not 
officered according to the eſtabliſhment which he recommends to us: 
but it is obſervable that his argument is defective i in an eſſential part; 
for though he affirms that the armies which were defeated had fewer 
officers than the enemy, he has neither ſhewn, nor attempted to 
ſhew, that the want of officers occaſioned the defeat, or that the 
loſs would have been prevented by a greater number. ; 

Theſe inſtances, "therefore, can be of no effect on the determina- 
tion of the preſent queſtion ; for though it is certain that at Ger- 
many, and at other places, armies with few officers. bave loſt the 
battle, it is not leſs common for thoſe troops that are more libe - 
rally ſupplied, to be overthrown by others en are differently 


| modelled. 


With regard, Sir, to the troops of . I have heard them 
praiſed in many parts of Europe, as not inferiour either to thoſe of 
France, or of any other nation, and have been informed, that their 
ill ſucceſs, both at Parma and Guaſtalla, may be juſtly imputed to 
other cauſes than the want of officers. 

There has perhaps, Sir, ſeldom been an example of enn 
diſcipline, and reſolution, beyond that which was ſhewn by the 


Germans at the action of Parma, where they attacked the trenches 


of the French, ſuſtained the fire of the ramparts of the city, and 
though they loſt their commander in chief and two others, towards 
the beginning of the action, they continued the fight for eleven hours, 
and at Lak 6. retired only at the approach of night. „ 
At . 


: 62 rn 
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Wali At Guaſtalla, Sir, they attacked the F rench in their trench Mi hope th: 
Wn. even with forces inferiour in number, ſo far were they from a ſenting 

| | 1 diffidence in the form of their eſtabliſhment ; and after a fight ol .- Mr. I 
5 ſeven hours, in which their loſs was under all their diſadvantages nin a diſc 
„ gteater than that of their enemies, they retreated to their formel ſerve, t 
„ camp unmoleſted and unpurſued. The French, Sir, were preſervei debate, 
"| in both theſe battles, not by the number of their officers, but bill bis dec 
Hh their ſituation, . by woods, caſſines, ditches and intrenchments. dicule | 
Wit! Nor do I diſcover, Sir, what can be inferred from his. obſervation He hi 
M | . of the influence of example i in time of action, but that officers ſhoul( milies, 
1 be ſelected with great care, and not be promoted by favour, or intereſt, iſ be hear 

- or caprice; for an example of cowardice in a leader muſt be perni . ing thei 
| cious, in proportion as that of bravery is beneficial ; ; and as, where ginatior 

0! more officers are ſuppoſed neceſſary, there is leſs room for choice, u pimſelf, 
Wi muſt be allowed that the troops, which have more officers than other prevent 
Will forces, are in more danger of being infected with cowardice, I beli 

, Wl It appears therefore to me that the expence of the preſent eftabliſh- proport 
0 ment is a certain evil, and that the advantages are very doubtful : it ye havi 
| appears that the preſent ſtate of the nation requires frugality, and claim t. 
10 i | therefore I ſhall vote for the i incorporation of our new levies with the the nati 
I; q on regiments. ſhall ga 
1h By this incorporation, Sir, our W e troops will be no lon- ¶ ate acet 
4 | | ger diſtinguiſhed from our veterans ; they will be equally acquainted WM with fa 
(11/08 with diſcipline, and will learn, from the converfation of their aſſo · ¶ may be 
h [ll | ciates, a ſpirit of enterprize, and a contewpe of danger ; we may but met 
\..18 then employ forces equally formidable in all parts of the publick ſer- Nor, 
1148 vice, and invade the dominions of our enemies, without ne out in my e 
„ own country deſolate. : | ſuch rei 
k A The arguments which the honourable gentleman has offered in Ml coward! 
1 y 6 defence of ſending our younger troops to America, which may like youth, 
i ll 1 wiſe be uſed againſt an incorporation, is in my opinion, Sir, far courage 
„ from being concluſive; for it ſuppoſes, what will not be granted, plains c 
li „ that a cold climate may be changed for a hotter with more ſafety by that for 
| [ a young than an old man. | 1 have been told, on the contrary, that have fa 
| {1 ſuperabundant heat is the great diſeaſe of youth, and that the want That 
l 1 of it produces moſt of the infirmities of age; and every one has we hav: 
| 1 | known the lives of perſons languiſhing with age, prolonged by 2 tleman 
| | 4 | removal into warm countries. I am therefore of opinion, that the and ju! 
ny honourable gentleman's argument is. de fectiye in all its parts; and Wl among 
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hope that I ſhall not be eu * ene or perverſeneſs for We 
ſenting from him. 

Mr. Howe ſpoke next in 0 as bree 1 Ts . 
in a diſcuſſion of the queſtion, I cannot but think it neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that the honourable gentleman, who ſpoke the ſecond in this 
debate, has been very far from conſulting either policy or juſtice in 
pis declamation, and that he deviated from the ſubject only to ri- 
dicule his country, to exalt our enemies, and depreſs our efforts. | 

le has deſcribed, Sir, the Britiſh youth, the ſons of noble fa- 
milies, and the hopes of the nation, in terms too contemptuous to | 
be heard without indignation ; he has amuſed himſelf with diſplay- 
ing their ignorance and their effeminacy, and has indulged his ima- 
gination in a malignant k kind of gaiety, which, however it may divert 
himſelf, is very far from contributing either to the mn or 
prevention of thoſe practices which he cenſures. 5 

I believe, Sir, it will be granted, that nothing ought to pleate b but in 
proportion to its propriety and truth; and, if we try the ſatire that 
we have lately heard by this teſt, it will be found to have very little 
claim to applauſe ; for 6ur armies muſt be compoſed of the youth of 
the nation; and, for my part, I cannot diſcover what advantage we 
ſhall gain over the Spaniards, by informing them how little our troops 
are accuſtomed to danger, how ſhort a time they have been acquainted 
with fatigue, how tenderly they have been nurſed, how eaſily they 
may be frighted, and how certainly 20% will be conquered, * * 
but meet with oppoſition. 

Nor, Sir, is ſuch an account of the volt of Britain more true, 
in my opinion, than it is prudent. I am far from diſcovering any 
ſuch remarkable degeneracy in the age, or any great prevalence of 
cowardice and unmanly delicacy; nor do I doubt of hearing that our 
youth, if they are ſent upon any expedition, have ſhewn that the Britiſh 
courage is not yet extinguiſhed, and that, if they are ranged on the 
plains of America, they will difcover themſelves the ſons of thoſe 
that forced thoſe paſſes, and thoſe trenches, that other 3 on 
have failed in attempting. 15 

That the degeneracy of the Britiſh youth is at leaſt not n 
we have juſt now, Sir, received an inconteſtable proof from the gen- 
tleman who ſpoke laſt, and ſpoke with ſo much elegance of language, 
and juſtneſs of reaſoning, as ſhews, that there are to be found, 
among the youth of Britain, perſons very well qualified for the ſe-- 
5 nate; 
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fore only make ſome obſervations upon the ſpeech of the gentleman 


are of no uſe; a remark, Sir, which I never heard from any other 


| horſes if they could procure them. I have been informed, that their 


the battle of Blenheim, puſhed into the Danube. 
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nate; gy I have never heard. that a poſt RY ad ther 
grencer abilities, 

The pleafure, however, with which I have: attended to bis ts 
marks, has not fo far prejudiced me in favour of his opinion, as that 
F ſhall cafily conſent to change that method of diſcipline to which Sir W 
our troops have been accuſtoined, and of which we know by expe. ir, i 
rience, that it is at leaft not leſs efficacious than that of any other 
nation.  Cuftoms,' if they are not bad, are not to be changed, be. 

eauſe it is an argument in favour of 2 practice that the people without 
have experienced it, and approved it, and every change is difegree. ¶ the mor 
able to thoſe who judge only by em of whom I need * 1 felicity, 
how great is the number. Wher 

Many arguments may, Sir, i in my opinion, be added e our deb: 

rience in favour of the preſent eſtabliſnment. The number of officers ¶ demand 
but I find myſelf unable to purſue my deſign, becauſe 1 can obtain ſ 
no longer read my notes, which, being written by another hand, Wl rigorous 
ſomewhat embarraſs me in this decline of the light. I ſhall there, ¶ gotiatio 
part of 
mean be 
betray 0 
Far v 
yveheme1 
would 
be deſirc 
expediti 
the only 
ardent e 
But'r 
ſive nati 
and moc 
preſſure in the ſhock of battle is ſuch as no forces in the world are attempt 
able to ſuſtain ;- and that it was not lefs by the ſtrength of our horſes ¶ niſtry w 
than the ſpirit of our ſoldiers, that the ſquadrons of France were, in 


who ſpoke the fecond in this debate, and hope that I ſhall be al- 
on ee eee princiget. qaation, face 1. do only i 
purfuit of another.. 

He has obſerved, es a . 


perſon, and for which, I believe, no authority can be produced: 
they are mounted, indeed, upon horſes very different from thoſe 
which are uſed by other nations, becauſe ſcarcely any other country 
breeds horſes of equal fize and ſtrength, and, therefore, I am in- 
formed that the French have purchaſed horſes from this iſland, and 
believe that all the cavalry of Europe would be mounted upon our 


the nec. 
the adv: 


Nor do Þlefs diſapprove his cenſure of the choice which has Len eaſe our 


made of the troops intended for the American fervice, which, In pu 
though I ardently deſire its fucceſs, I cannot think of equal import- I embarr: 
ance with the defence of our own country; for though we may be 0 their 
1 8 by a defeat, we can be endangered * by an invaſion} 75 

; and F< 
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and therefore I think it neeeſſary to retain. thoſe troops -0n-which we 
gay beſt rely for the ſecurity of this iſland, left our enemies ſhould 
take the advantage of their n and ſet the precoider on the 
throne. 

Sir WILLIAM en tels and ſpolte to the effect following: 
Sir, it is a ſtanding maxim, both in private life and public tranſac- 
tions, that no man can obtain great advantages, who is afraid f 
petty inconveniencies; and that he that will hope to obtain his end 
without expence, will languiſh for ever in fruitleſs wiſhes, and have 
the mortification of ſeeing the adventurous and the liberal enjoythat 
felicity, which, though it is within his reach, he is afraid. of ſeiaing. 
of When the depredations of the Spaniards became ſirſt the ſubject of 
expe. ¶ our debates, nothing was heard amongſt us but threats of vengeance, 
ficers demands of reparation, aſſertions of ſovereignty, and reſolutions to 
1 can obtain ſecurity : the importance of our commerce, the neceſſity of 
hand, BW rigorous meaſures, the danger of puſillanimity, the meanneſs of ne- 
there, Wl gotiation, and the diſadvantages of delay, were thundered from every | 
leman Wi part of the houſe, Every man ſeemed to imagine that there was no 
be al- ¶ mean between victory and ruin, and that not to bumble Spain was to 
„y in betray our country to inſults, i ignominy and ſlavery... 

Far was I then, Sir, from ſuſpecting, that when the war, aha 
+ that vehemently urged, ſhould be. declared, 5 that the proſecution of it 
other ¶ would produce any debates. I doubted not but that every man wouid 
iced : BYE be deſirous of ſignalizing his zeal for the proſperity of commerce, by | 
thoſe expediting the ſupplies, and forwarding the preparations, and that 
untry the only contention among us would be, who ſhould appear the moſt 
n in- ardent enemy of Spain. 
and But no. ſooner are hoſtilities: begun 8 a. inſolent and oppreſ- 
our five nation, than thoſe who expreſſed moſt reſentment at the prudence 
their and moderation by which they were delayed, thoſe that accuſed every 
d are attempt for an accommodation, of cowardice, and charged the mi: 75 
orſes niſtry with conniving at the rapine of pirates, begin to enquire into 
„ in the neceſſity of the expences occaſioned by the war, to harangue on 

Z⁴zde advantages of parſimony, and to think it of more importance to 
been eaſe our taxes, than to ſubdue our enemies. | 2 
ich, In purſuance of this new doctrine they are now endeavouring to - - 
ort- ¶ embarraſs the meaſures of his majeſty, that they may fave, according 
y be to their own computation, only thirty thouſand pounds, which i in 
on 7 maß I can eaſily ſhew to be no more than afteen thouſand. 

and vor. 1 . i F FD 0 
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For the ſake of this important ſum, our army is to be modelled by 
2 new fegulation, and the ſucceſs of the war is to be impeded, th 
Tecurity of our commerce to be W g and our n. are to 1 
ang ened. N 

Frugality is ne a virtue, bort is, like — to be pray 
vn proper occaſions: to compute expences with a ſcrupulous nicey 
in time of war, is to prefer money to ſafety, and, by a very per 
verſe kind of nog to 0 the n for the FO of x 
= 

_ -- The pits; a whe have _ mad to ding 
45 enki as the conſtant opponents of the adminiſtration, ban 
charged it, on all occaſions, with giving encouragement to the Spr 
niards, but can charge it with nothing ſo likely to raiſe the confi 
dence and confirm the obſtinacy of the enemy, as the objection 
which they themſelves have made to the preſent ſcheme of levying 
forces; for to how great a degree of poverty muſt they believe that na. 
tion reduced, of which the warmeſt patriots ſtruggle to ſave a ſun 
ſo inconſiderable, by an experiment of ſo much uncertainty ? And 
how eaſily will the Spaniards promiſe themſelves, that they ſhall gain 
the victory only by obliging us to continue in a ſtate of war, a ſtate 
which, by our own confeſſion, we are not able to ſupport? | 
Had any other argument, Sir, been produced than the neceſſity 
of parſimony, it bad been leſs dangerous to have agreed to this ney 
ſcheme; but to adopt it anly for the ſake of ſparing fifteen thouſand 
pounds, would be to make ourſelves contemptible, to intimidate out 
allies, and to unite all thoſe: againſt us, who are inclined to wn 
on miſery, and to plunder weakneſs. | f 

I am inclined to judge ſo favourably, Sir, of the intentions of 
thoſe whom I am now oppoling, that I believe they have only uſed 
this argument, becauſe they were able to produce no other, and that 

if either reaſon or experience had been on their ſide, ** man of 
the nation had not been mentioned. 

But the- honourable gentleman, who has been ſo es engaged in 
military employments, has ſhewn that all our ſucceſs has been ob- 
tained by the preſent eſtabliſhment, and that the battle in which we 
ſuffered moſt, was loſt by our unfortunate deficiency of officers. 

- Nagdo his reaſons, Sir, however modeſtly offered, deſerve leſs re- 
| 1250 than his experience, for he has ſhewn that a greater number of 
— W gon contribute to 3 diſcipline, and excite courage; 

| and 
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nd it is not neceſſary that a man ſhould be much æ ſoldier to diſcover, 
at diſcipline and courage united, muſt generally prevail. Wt 
To the examples Which he has produced in favour of his 0 
+ has been objected, that victor ies equally wonderful haye been 
gained with fewer officers, and, by the honourable gentleman that 
ſpoke the ſecond on this occaſion, the actions of Eugene were op- 
poſed to thoſe of the duke of Marlborough. 84 . 
That victories have been gained by troops aifferently nenen 1 
cannot deny; victories have likewiſe: been gained, Sir, under every | 
ircumſtance of diſadvantage z victories have been gained by inferiour 
numbers, and by raw. troops, over veteran armies, yet no prudent 
general ever produced theſe inſtances as arguments againſt the uſe- 
fulneſs of re gerg or as eee that en of numbers was 
no advantage. en bf: 2 e a 
The ſacceſs of prince Eugene' in the ine war, was far from con- 
vincing the Britiſh nn that the German eftabliſhment was pre- 
ferable to our on; for he required that the Heſſian troops, which | 
were paid by Britainy/ ſhould be officered: like our national troops; 
In this he could be'influenced only by his own -opinion'y for he neis 
ther nominated their officers, nor could advance his intereſt at home 
by creating new poſts to which he did not recommend; he could 


therefore only regard the ſucceſs of the war, and e their 


model only becauſe he thought it defecti ve. ve Hy - 
The Germans themſelves, Sir, are far from gte n their 
armies might not be made more formidable by approaching nearer. to 


| the Britiſh methods; for one of their offices, a man of great reputation 


and experience, has informed me, that they were convinced of their 
defect, and that nothing hindered them from adding more officers, 


dut the fear of expences; that they imputed all their defeats to the 


neceſlity of parſimony, that their men wanted mot courage” but 
leaders, and that their enemies gained en eg at the ſupe· 
riority of their opulence. n IH BEG e 
In the late war it was common for th unte troops, W they 
were ſent upon any expedition of importance, to be ſupplied with 
officers either from their other regiments, or by the Britiſh forces 3 
ſo neceſſary did the duke of Marlborough think a larger number of | 
officers in time of action, that where he could not alter the eſtabliſh- 
N he deviated from the common method: of war, an tragefer> 
e „ red 
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ſettled authority. eee e e. e 


It is therefore moſt n gin, that tis ms which 6 Out 
troops are formed, was, by this great commander, preferred to tha 
which is now fo warmly recommended; and I know not why we 
ſhould recede from his practice, if we are defirous of his ſucceſs; 

Nor can I diſcover, Sir, any better method of ſelecting offen 
than that which has of late been followed, however ſome may cen. 
| ſure or ridicule it. To advance gentlemen to command ſeems to be 

the moſt likely way to unite authority with rank, for no man will 
ingly obeys thoſe to whom he has lately ſeen himſelf. equal, or whoſe 
conduct in lower ſtations he has perhaps had opportunities of ex. 


amining too nearly. 


Te diſtinction of birth, however chimerical in ieſelf,. hay Fi 
ſo long admitted, and ſo univerſally received, that it is generally 
imagined to confer on one man an indelible and evident ſuperiority 

over another, a ſuperiority, which thoſe who would eaſily imagine 

themſelves equal in merit cannot deny, and which they allow. mare 
willingly, becauſe, though it be an ien to * it, to want 


it cannot be juſtly conſidered as a reproach. 


For this reaſon, Sir, men chearfully obey thoſe 70 ae * birt 


Feems to have ſubjected them, without any ſcrupulous enquiries into 
their virtue or abilities; they have been taught from their childhood 
to conſider them as placed in a higher rank than themſelves, and ate 
therefore not diſguſted at any tranſient burſts of impatience, or ſud- 
den ſtarts of caprice, which would produce at leaſt reſentment, and 
perhaps mutiny, in men newly exalted from a low ſtation. The 


more attentively, Sir, we look upon the world, the more ſtrongly 


ſhall we be convinced of the truth of theſe aſſertions, and the more 


evidently ſhall we diſcover the influence which operates, in a-degree 
| ſcarcely credible, even to thoſe who have experienced its power, and 
which is indeed one of the chief means of nn MY which 


ſociety is held together. | 
Nor are officers of birth, Sir, to bo ak to men whe: are re- 


commended by nothing but military ſeryice, only becauſe they are 


more chearfully obeyed, but for another reaſon of equal importance. 
It has been obſerved, that, in reality, they diſcharge the duty of 
commanders in a manner more _— to preſerve dignity and encreafe 

| t * 8 revetene 
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verence 3 that they diſcover, on all oceaſions, a ſenſe of honour © 
and dread of diſgrace, which are not eaſily to be found in a mind 
contracted by a mean eee, and e by long ay of le- | 
jection. | 

It: ĩs not re Sic, ad 05 8 certain. chas 2 
man raiſed from meanneſs and poverty, will be inſolent and oppreſ- 
five 3 nor do 1 doubt but there are many now languiſhing in obſcu- 
rity, whoſe abilities might add new luſtre to the higheſt honours, and 
whoſe integrity would very faithfully . diſcharge the moſt important 
truſt, and in their favour, where-ever they can be diſcovered, ſome 
exceptions ought to be made; but as general rules are generally to 
be followed, as well in military regulations as other tranſactions, it 
will be found upon the exacteſt enquiry, by no means improper to 
advance gentlemen to poſts of u rather ln. private an, ; 
however ſkilful or courageous, 

It is to be conſidered, 5 chat the preſent Hate jr the con- 
tinent, has for many years made it neceſſary to ſupport an army 
even when we are not engaged in an actual war; that this army, 
though of late it has, for the eaſe of the people, been ſometimes 
encamped during the ſummer, is for the greateſt part quartered in 
towns, and mingled with the reſt of the community, but governed 
at the ſame time by the officers, and ſubject to the martial law. It 
has often been obſerved by thoſe who have argued againſt ſtanding 
forces, that this difference of government makes different ſocieties, 
which do not combine in the ſame intereſt, nor much favour one 
another; and it is indeed certain that feuds are ſometimes produced, 
that when any private quarrel happens either by drunkenneſs, 
or accident, or claims really diſputable, between a ſoldier and any 
other perſon, each applies for ſupport and aſſiſtance to thoſe in 
the ſame condition with himſelf, the cauſe becomes general, and the 


ſoldiers and townſmen are not en reſtrained from blows and blood- 185 


ſhed. 

It is true likewiſe t. that the cheteria of the patriots. 6 been fo effi- 
cacious, that their arguments have been ſo clamorouſly echoed, and 
their weekly productions ſo diligently diſperſed, that a great part of | 
the nation, as men'always willingly admit what will produce imme- 
diate eaſe or advantage, believes the army to be an uſeleſs burthen 
impoſed upon the people for the ſupport of the miniſtry 3 that the 
=adord therefore looks upon the ſoldier as an intruder forced into 

F 3 his 


To S * 3'& 7-44 0*H"7 ©. loro. "4-19 
| his houſe, and rioting in ſloth at his expenee; 424 the farmer an 
manufacturer have learned to call the army the vermin of thy 
land, the caterpillars. of the nation, the devourers of other men's i in. 
duſtry, the enemies of liberty, and the ſlaves of the court. 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, Sir, that the foldiers entertain the ſame 
ideas of their profeſſion, or that they do not conceive themſelves in- 
Jured by fuch repreſentations: they undoubtedly conſider themſelves 
as the bulwark of their country, as men ſelected for the defence of 
the reſt of the community, as thoſe who have engaged at the hazar( 
of their lives to repel invaſion and repreſs rebellion, and who con- 
tribute more than their part to the you ee 1 n pro. 
perty and preventing danger. 

© It is not to be doubted, Sir, but ſentiments ſo widely Aire 
muſt produce an equal contratiety of claims, and diverſity of con. 
duct: the trader imagines, that the man who ſubſiſts upon the taxes 
Which are raiſed only from his labour, ought to conſider himſelf a 
his inferior at leaſt, if not as his hireling and his ſervant ; the ſoldier 
wonders how he can ever conceive himſelf ſufficiently orateful to him 
that has devoted his life to his defence, and to whom he muſt fly for 
protection whenever danger fhall approach him, and concludes that 
he has an inconteſtible right to the better part of that, of which the 
ed of the whole depends upon him. 

Thus does ſelf- love magnify every man in his own eyes, dh ſo 
| differently will men determine when each is to judge in his own 
cauſes, Which of theſe competitors thinks moſt fuſtly of his own 
fation and character, or whether both are not miſtaken in their opi- 
nion, I think it by no means neceſſary to decide. This at leaſt is 
evident, that to preſerve peace and harmony between two bodies of 
men obliged to live together with ſentiments ſo oppoſite, there is re. 
quired an uncommon degree of prudence, moderation, and know- 
ledge of mankind, which is chiefly to be exerted on the part of the 
ſoldiers, becauſe they are fubject to more rigorous command, ang are 
more eafily governed by the authority of their ſuperiors. 

Let us ſuppoſe any diſpute of this kind, Sir, to happen where the 
foldiers were commanded only by private ſentinels, diſguiſed in the 
dreſs of officers, but retaining, what it cannot be expected that they 
f30uld ſuddenly be able to lay aſide, the prejudices which they ba 
4mbibed io the ranks, and all the ardour of trifling competition in 
"which weir ſtatiog had ones "__ them. What could be e 
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peed from their councils and direktion: Can it be imagined that 
they would enquire impartially into the original cauſe of the diſpute, 
that they would attend equally to the parties, endeavour by mildnefs 
and candour to ſoften the malevolence of each, and terminate the 
diſpute by ſome addreſsful expedient, or decent accommodation? He 
ſurely muſt be very little acquainted with the yulgar notions of hra- 
very and honour, that could form any hopes of ſuch conduct. 

Tze plain ſoldier, Sir, has not accuſtomed himſelf to regulate his 


EY 


— 
” 


motions by reaſon, nor has learned any more, of honour, than that it : 


conſiſts in adhering invariably to his pretenſions, even though he 
ſhould diſcover that they are falſe ;- and in reſenting affronts with the 
utmoſt rigour, even when they were. provoked by- himſelf, he is 


taught, that it is his buſineſs to conquer in whatever cauſe, and that 


to deſiſt from any of his attempts, or retract _ of his nne is 
unworthy of a man of honour. > 
Warm with ſuch notions as theſe, Sir, __— fuch $4249 as vs 


been recommended by the honourable gentleman, apply themſelves 


to the termination of differences? Without any knowledge of the laws 
of ſociety, without any ſettled ideas of the different rights of different 
perſons, they would have nothing in view but the honour of their 
profeſſion, nor endeavour to ſupport it by any other method than 


that of violence. If a ſoldier was affronted by a farmer, they would 


A"; lay his territories waſte, and ravage his plantations like an 
enemy's country; if another diſagreed with his landlord, they would 


adviſe him to make good his quarters, to invade the magazines of pro= | 
viſion without reſtraint, to force the barricadoes of the ar, and to 


forage in the ſtables without controul. 
But gentlemen, Sir, are proper judges of debates between the ar- 
my and the reſt of the community, becauſe they are equally related 


to both parties, as men who poſſeſs or expect eſtates, or who are al- 
lied to thoſe whoſe influence ariſes from their property. As men 
bred in afluence and freedom, and acquainted with the bleſſings of 


our conſtitution, and the neceſſity of civil government, they cannot 


willingly contribute to the increaſe of the military power, and as 


members of the army they cannot but be deſirous to ſupport their 


own rank, and to binder their profeſſion from ſinking into contempt ; 


it is therefore their care to repreſs inſolence on one part, and to pre- 


vent oppreſſion on the other, to ſtop diflentions in their beginning, 


and reconcile all ths different pretenſions of Britons and ſoldiers. 
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therefore, can only behold with envy and maleyolence thoſe adyan. 
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1 am indeed ſurprized, Sir, to hear the promotion of ſerjeang 
recommended hy the honourable gentleman who has ſo often ſtrain, 
ed his Jungs, and exhauſted. his invention, to explain how mud ünce he 
our conſtitution is endangered by the army, how readily thoſe mei his forme 
will concur ia the abolition. of property who have nothing to loſe, Nor v 
and how eaſily they may be perſuaded to deſtroy the liberties of tei that juſt 
country, Who are already cut off from the enjoyment of them, wh to comm 
the crow 
tages which they cannot hope to poſſeſs, and which produce in from the 
them no other effects than a quicker ſenſe of their own miſery. em, 

Upon what principles, Bir, any gentleman can form thoſe notions, I 2ů) im 
or with What view be can ſo long and ſs ſtudiouſiy diſperſe them, bmetim 
js bis province to explain, for the only reaſon that can be offered hy b ©" 
any other perſon for his inceſſant declamations, the deſire of e- mo bay 
curing his country from the oppreſſion of a ftanding army, is now Ns. 
for ever overthrown by this new propoſal ; which, if it were to be ae N 
received, would in a yery few years produce an arm y proper to be were no 
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employed in the execution of the moſt deteſtable deſigns, an army Murs N 


11 it ſhould happen to be moet, 1 will not pretend t to determine, 
But 


that could be of no other uſe than to gratify an ambitious prince or 25 

| a wicked miniſtry, as it would be commanded, not by men who had on” ke 
Toft their liberty, but by men who never enjoyed it, by men wha regulate 
would aboliſh our conſtitution without knowing that they were en- juſtice, 
gaged in any criminal undertaking, who have no other ſenſe of the he cond 

, Enjoyment of authority than that it is the power of acting without But! 
controu!, who have no knowledge of ay other laws than the com: of con 
mands. of their ſuperiors. ſeems t 
To men like theſe, Sir, to men raifed up from poverty and = adverſa 
yility to rank and power, to ignorance inveſted with command, and de the 
to meanneſs elated with preferment, would any real patriot, any u 1 
zealous aflertor of liberty, any inflexible enemy to the corruption whoſe 
1 of the miniſtry, confign the protection of his country, and intruſt praiſed 
| fo theſe our happineſs, properties, and our lives? flew: 
Whether the honourable gentleman has changed any "of the ſen- 3 
timents, which he has hitherto appeared to admit with regard to the 2g 
the army, whether this new determination is only an inftance of that bene 
; inconſiſtency, which is ſcarcely to be avoided in the vindication of a 1 
bad cauſe, or whether he was betrayed to it only by his hatred of the many 
adminiftration, which would prompt him to recant his own ady ice, them 
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but 1. muſt Jament on this occaſion the entertainment which the houſe 
will loſe, by the eternal ceſſation of any harangues on the army,, 
Gace he cannot now declaim on a poet without ING i 

his former declarations. | 

Nor will the honourable gencleman find leſs difficulty i in pepſin | 
that juſtice, rather than policy, requites the promotion of ſerjeants 
to commiſſions. Military preferments are always at the diſpoſal of 
the crown, nor can any right be pretended to them, but ſuch. as ariſes 
from the cuſtom which has been generally followed in confering 
them, which is not only variable at pleaſure, but has never heen at 
any timo regularly obſerved, The order of rotation has been ſuffered 
ſometimes to proceed, becauſe of two perſons otherwiſe equal, he that 
has ſerved longeſt may plead the moſt merit; but the plea of ſer- 
vice has been always oyer-ruled by birth or powerful recommen- 
dation, And though, Sir, it is natural for men diſappointed to 
complain, yet as thoſe officers, whoſe preferment has been delayed, 
were not thought in reality. to have received any injury, their mur- 
murs have been the leſs regarded. _ | 

It might be expected, Sir, from a patio 25 Jamanter of 8 
generacy of mankind, and an inflexible opponent of corruption, 
that he ſhould conſider rather facts than perſons, that be ſhould 
regulate his deciſion by the unyariable principles of reaſon and 
juſtice, and that therefore he ſhauld not applaud at one ne 
he condemns at another. 

But this gentleman ſeems to haue eſtabliſhed ſome new maxim 
of conduct, and perhaps upon new notions of morality ; for he 
ſeems to imagine, that his friends may feize as their right, what his 
adverſaries cannot touch nien robbery, though the ai of both 
be the ſame, 

It is well known, Sir, to the whole _ that a noble perſon 
whoſe abilities are ſo loudly celebrated, whoſe virtues are ſo liberally 
praiſed, and whoſe removal from his military employments is fa. 
ſolemnly lamented as a publick calamity, obtained his firſt prefer - 
ments by pregenſions very different from military merit, and that at 
the age only of ſeventeen, à time of life in which, whatever might 
be his abilities, very little prudence' or experience could be expected, 
he was adyanced ;to the command of a regiment, and exalted above 
many officers whoſe known bravery and frequent hazards entitled 


them to favor. 
| I do 
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I do not aſſert that he was undeſervedly promoted, or condem 
thoſe who either ſolicited or granted his commiſſion; I maintain only, 
that what was then reaſonable and juſt, is not now either iniquitow 
or ridiculous, and different perſons 1 in the ſame circumitances have 
right te the ſame treatment. ee e 

In X the reign of queen Anne, a reign, Sir, which every Britot 
recollects with fo much ſatisfaction, and which will for ever affori 
examples of the wiſeſt councils, - and moſt ſucceſsful wars, when ney 
regiments were to be raiſed, it was far from being thought neceſſiij 
to obſerve this gentleman's favourite method of rotation; poſts were 
filled, not with the officers of other regiments, that room might be 


left for the promotion of ſerjeants, but with gentlemen who had neyer As it 
ſeen a battle, or learned any part of the military diſcipline. invaſion 
But though, Sir, the regulation of our army be thus violently pedition 
attacked, the greateſt crime of the miniſtry is, in this gentleman vere co 
opinion, that of levying new troops, when we have no employment WM ports w. 
for our ſtanding forces, of laying. unneceſſary impoſitions upon the ardour 
nation, and alarming with the fears of an invaſion, only that the The 
| N might be encreaſed. | ampled, 
On this head, Sir, 2 declaration * the duke of Marlborough has lity of 
been produced, with a great pomp: of circumſtances, and ſuch 2 appoint 
ſeeming accuracy of narration, that the attention of the houſe was Wi delay tl 
engaged, and the account was received with all the ſolemnity of Wi the reg 
univerſal ſilence, and with the veneration due to fo high an authority But 
in a queſtion of ſo much importance, | 0 
The ſubject - is indeed ſo worthy of regard, that I think, Sir, order 
every man oupht to contribute to its elucidation, and, therefore, of 
I take the liberty of adding to the honourable gentleman's relation, by the 
what I hope will be heard with equal curiolity, the method by WW Nor 
which that great commander propoſed to * a ſtop to an invaſion WF .. they 
with ſo ſmall a number. deſcrip 
le was very far, Sir, from i imagining that he ſhould be able io warrior 
repel them by open force, he was far from being ſo confident of his ſubiect 
Juperiority in military ſkill, as to imagine that he ſhould defeat them 258 q 
by ftratagem, and therefore, he deſigned, by burning the villages, " 
and deſtroying the country, to deprive them of the means of ſubſil- _—— 
tence, and harraſs them with famine ; to hover at a diſtanee, and 10 * 
eur off thoſe parties which necedity ſhould force out to foraps 9244 
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ill a body of troops could be aſſembled ſufficient to overthrow them : 


+: a battle, or to drive them back to their ſhips. g 


Such was the ſcheme, Sir, as I have been informed; of a | 


man, nor, perhaps, can any other be ſtruck out by human abilities, 


where greater numbers are to be oppoſed by ſmaller. But this 
ſcheme, though preferable in the laſt extremities to ſlavery, is ſuch 
25 cannot be mentioned without horror, and of which the execution 
ought to be avoided by every expedient that can be practiſed without 
the danger of our liberties, We ought certainly not. to reject a nau- 
ſeous medicine, by which that health is preſerved, which, if loft, 
can only be reſtored by the amputation of a limb. 

As it was therefore neceſſary, Sir, to ſecure our coaſts - -from : an 
invaſion, it was neceſſary to raiſe new troops for the American ex- 
pedition; nor did this method produce any delay, for the regiments 
were compleated a long time before the ſhips of war and the tranſ- 
ports were ready to convoy and receive them, nor could the utmoſt 
ardour and diligence diſpatch them ſooner from our coaſts. 

The ſhips, Sir, were by the violence of a froſt, ſcarcely ex- 
ampled, retained for a long time in the harbours, without a poſſibi- 
Jity of being put to ſea; when they were all aſſembled at the place 
appointed for their conjunction, they waited for a wind; all the 
delay that can be objected, was produced by the RO of which ; 
the regulation was in no man's power. 

But the time, Sir, which. was unwillingly ſpent b in the camp, 
was not however loſt or miſemployed, for the troops were, by the 
order of the genera), every day exerciſed, and inſtructed in the art 
of war, ſo that what was loſt in time, was more n recompenſed 
by the advantage of better diſcipline. | 
Nor did theſe troops appear an herd fo ignorant and otra. | 
as they have been repreſented by malicious inveRives and ludicrous 
deſcriptions ; there were not indeed among them many grey-headed 
warriors, nor were their former campaigns and paſt explaits the 
ſubjects of their converſation ; but there was not one amongſt them 
who did not appear ready to ſuffer, in the cauſe of his country, all 
that the moſt hardened veteran could undergo, or whoſe alacrity 
and eagerneſs did not promiſe perſeverance in the march, and intre- 
pidity in the battle. 

Their general, Sir, who ſaw them purſue their exerciſes, declared 


how much he was ſatisfied with their prolicieneys applauded their 


appearance, 


1% 


I doubt, but our enemies will find, that it is not neceflary to ſend on 
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appearance and expreſſed bis confidence in their courage; nor d, 


our moſt formidable forces to humble them, and that the youth of 
Britain will compenſate their want of experience by their courage, 
II I. Sir, have been (drawn aſide from the preſent queſtion, it 


| by following, perhaps, with an exactaeſs too ſcrupulous, the he. 


nourable gentleman, whoſe propoſitions I have now ſhewn to be er. 
yoneous, and whoſe reproaches will, I believe, now appear rathe 
the effects of diſappointment than of zeal, and therefore 1 think 
it now necefſary to return to the buſineſs before us, the confide. 


ration of the preſent eftabliſhment, from which, as it was approyel 


by the duke of Marlborough, and has been defended with very ſtrong 
arguments by one of the moſt experienced officers of this ue 


cannot think it ſafe or prudent to depart, . *' 


Mr. GRENvILLE ſpoke next to the following effe&t ;—Sir, as 1 


noble perſon has been frequently hinted at in this debate, to whom 


my relation is well known, and whom, as I know him well, I hays 
the ſtrongeſt motives to reverence and honour, I cannot forbear to 
give, on this occaſion, an atteſtation which he will be allowed to 
deſerve by all thoſe whom intereſt has not blinded, 1700 corruption 
depraved. 

It will be allowed, Sir, that he i is one of thoſe who are indebted fot 


their honours only to merit, one whom the malice of a court cannot 
diebaſe, as its favour cannot exalt ; he is one of thoſe whoſe loſs of 
' employments can be a reproach only to thoſe who take them from 
him, as he cannot forfeit them but by performing his duty, and can 


only give offence by ſteady integrity, and a reſolution to ſpeak as he 
thinks, and to act as his conſcience dictates, 
There are, Sir, men I know, to whom this panegyric will ſeem 


gomantic and chimerical, men to whom integrity and conſcience 


are idle ſounds, men who are content to catch the word of their 
leader, ho have no ſenſe of the obligation of any law but the ſu- 
preme will of him that pays them, and who know not any virtue but 
diligence in attendance, and readineſs in obedience | 

It is ſurely, Sir, no loſs to the noble perſon to be debarred FR 


any fellowſhip with men like theſe. . Nothing can be more unpleaſing 


to virtue than ſuch a ſituation as lays it under a neceſſity of be- 
holding wickedneſs that cannot be reformed; as the ſight of a peſt- 


houſe muſt raiſe horror, though we ſhould ſuppoſe. 4 ſoecdator le- 
Cure from the contagion, 
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Mr. ORD ſpoke netz in ſubſtanee as follows: —Sir, as L cannot 
pprove the ſchome now propoſed, for augmenting our fotees, I ſhall 
ndeavour-to ſhew, why the arguments, by which it has hitherto been 
ſupported, have failed to convinee me, and ſhall lay before the houſte 
ome reaſons againſt it, to which, I ſhall expect an anſwer, before I 
all think that L can agree to it, without ſquandering the money 
if which my conſtituents have intruſted me with the diſpoſal. Nt 
The argument, Sir, with which: this motion was introduted, 
which is indeed the ſtrongeſt that has yet been offered, was, that this 
Gimate is leſs expenſive than one that was laid before the houſe in a 
late reign, and that therefore 1 it e not reaſonably be charged wilt: 
xtravagance. 

Let us now conſider this alin} with-that care which is required. 
by the importance of the queſtion, let us enquire what conſequences 
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end ou 
outh of 
wage, 

n, ity 
he ho. 
be er. 
* rather 
| think 
onſide. 
proyel 
ſtronp 
ime, [ 


as 2Mforce. 
whom The argument, Sir, evidently ſuppoſes that che ict in. ** 
| have William's reign was drawn up without any intention to deceive the 


ear to I houſe, or to raiſe money for purpoſes different from thoſe for Which 


ved to Hit was really expended, But if we ſuppoſe that eſtimate to be'frau-. 
1ption {Wdulently calculated, this may contain the ſame fallacies in a lower 
degree, and the only merit that can be claimed by the authors of it, 
ed fot Iwill be, that they are not the moſt rapacious plunderers of their 
annot WW country, that however they may be charged with profuſion of 
oſs of publick money, they are yet more modeſt than ſome of their 6 
from WM deceſſors. 
d can But it is known, Sir, that in king William's reign, very 680 efti- 
as he Wi mates were honeſtly computed ; it is known that the rotation of 
parties, and fluctuation of meaſures, reduced the miniſtry to ſubſiſt 
ſeem 
1ence 
their 
e ſu- 
e but 


that they might obtain the neceſſary grants, and to pretend ex- 
pences which never were incurred, that the ſupplies which the pub- 
lick affairs really required, might not be with-held; as fraudulent 
tradeſmen fix immoderate prices, that the buyer may make offers pee 
portionate to their demands. 


from The eſtimates therefore of that reign are of very little authority, 
aſing though they might ſometimes paſs the houſe without cenſure; for it 
be. is to be conſidered, that by the frequency of new elections, the 
peſt⸗ greateſt part of the members were often unacquainted with the ſtate of | 


r ſe- publick 


Mrs 


vill follow from it, and to what previous ſuppolitions 1 it muſt owe 30 


upon artifices, to amuſe the ſenate with exorbitant demands, only 
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publick accounts, and that an army was ſo little known to this king 
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dom, that the true expence of it might eaſily be concealed. 

Nor is this, Sir, the only fallacy of this argument; for it ſuppole 
likewiſe, that the nation is no leſs wealthy than in the time when 
ihat computation was offered, with which this is fo triumphant 


compared. For every man knows that publick as well as privat 


expences are to be proportioned to the revenue by which they an 
ſupplied, and that the charges which are 0 uppen at oO 
may threaten ruin at another.. 

But unhappily, Sir, it is evident, that, fines 3 Fae of that ſoye- 
reign, the nation has been exhauſted by a long and waſteful war, 


and fince, by a peace equally deſtructive, it is embarraſſed with an 


enormous debt, and intangled in treaties, of which the ſupport may 


every day for new expences; it has ſuffered ſince that time: 


thouſand loſſes, but gained no advantage, and yet the expences of 
that time are mentioned as an example to be ee with thoſe 


which are propoſed in this. 
The difference of the condition of the Britiſh nation ac thoſe two 


| periods of time, Sir, is not leſs than that of the ſtrength of the ſame 


man in the vigour of youth and the frigidity of old age, in the 


fluſh” of health and the languor of diſeaſe, of the ſame man newly 
Tiſen from reſt and plenty, and debilitated with hunger and fatigue. 


To make fuch a compariſon, Sir, betraps at leaſt a very criminal 
inſenſibility of the publick miſery, if it may not be charged with 
greater malignity. I know not whether thoſe who ſhall hear of 


this debate, may not impute ſuch reflections rather to cruelty than 


negligence, and imagine that thoſe who ſquander the treaſure of the 


nation, take pleaſure in reproaching that poverty which their coun- 


ſels produce, and indulge their own vanity by contemplating the 
calamities from! which they are themſelves ſecure, and to which they 
are-indebted for opportunities of increaſing their own fortunes, and 
gratifying their ambition. It is evident, that an eſtimate which re. 
quires leſs, than that which has been mentioned, may yet exact more 
than the nation can now raiſe, without feeling too great inconveni- 
encies to be compenſated by the advantages which can be expected 
from our new forces. Nor is it ſufficient that it is lower than thoſe 
of former times; for as it,ought to be the care of the government 
to preſerve the eaſe and happineſs of the people, it ſhould: be re- 


IRE in proportion to the diminution of the national wealth.” 
| | The 
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| The right honourable gentleman confeſſes, Sir, that frugality is à 
irtue, and his argument ſuppoſes that to contract expences is an ar- 
gument of prudent meaſures; why then is he afraid of carrying virtue 
o 2 greater height, of making the burthen ſtill more light, and pre- 
ferring the cheapeſt eſtimate that can be propoſed, wher it is aſferted 
by thoſe whoſe authority is moſt worthy of regard, that it will 
produce no \ hawymogd in our "troops, nor {200% our enemies avs, lu 


periority? | 
I do not 3 any other ſkill in e in; e may be 
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© time, 


N gained by caſual converſation with ſoldiers, and by a curſory ob- 

a win ervation of daily occurrences; but I ſpeak with greater confidence on 

ith n tms occaſion, becauſe I do not think any other qualifications neceſ- 
* way ſary for the determination of this queſtion, than a hable of 12 1 rea- 
unt ſoning and freedom from the prejudices of intereſt. | „ 
n Every man knows, Sir, without a military Ahe; that ĩt is im- 


thoſe 


| cured at a leſs, and that when the ſame ſum will buy two things, 
e two 


of which one is WR T4 e g to _ ly the beſt as to on 
> ſame 
7 choſen. 
in the 


If the application- vr either of theſe two dee will divide this 
newly controverſy, there will be no need of recurring to experience, of 
SB citing the authority of foreign commanders, of comparing the actions 
minal Nor de German and Britiſh generals, or of enquiring how battles e 
with been loft, or to what victories are to be aſcribed, 
ar of It is evident, Sir, that the ſcheme now propoſed, is twice as coſtly 
than as that which is recommended in oppoſition to it, and therefore, un- 
f the les it will produce twice the advantage, it muſt be acknowledged to 
-oun-' be imprudently” choſen. The advantage in war, is to be rated by 
7 the comparing the ſtrength of different numbers in different circum» 
| they WWtances, and enquiring what degree of ſuperiority will be found. 


W. If we ſuppoſez Sir, two bodies of men equally armed and di- 
at ſciplined oppoſed to each other without any advantage of ſituation, 
ere. we muſt conceive that neither party could be conquered, that the ba- 
* lance of the day muſt remain equal, and that the conteſt would con- 
hoſe tinue undecided, 0 3 . 7 : 
It cannot be objected to this ſuppoſition, Sir, that no ſuch event is 


| | 2 . + 4 
* recorded in hiſtory, becauſe in war many cauſes really act which can- 


The 
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prudent to purchaſe any thing at a greater price which may be pro- 


not be eſtimated ; one army may conſiſt of ſoldiers more eourageous, 


and more confident in the juſtice of their cauſe ; unforeſeen accidents = 
„ | | may 


3 — 


— — 
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may operate, 8 be miſtaken, or leaders may be miſinformel 
bete ee be de eee eee ee 


they may equally be alleged on either. partrt. 
Two bodies of men, Sir, equally numęrous, . no, e ſup 


| poſed equal, it is to be enquired how either may be ſuperior to th 
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other. It is propoſed on one part to produce this effect by doubling The 
mme number of officers rather, than increaling that of the ſoldiers, „aich b 
the other to double the ſoldiers under the ſame officers, the expeneW our 
being the ſame of both methods, er 
When two armies. modelled W to "theſe diferent, fan batt of 
enter the Feld, what event aan be expected? Kither five thouſulMI. .11y 
men with a double number of officers, muſt be equal to ten thouſai . 

differently regulated, or the publick has paid more for afliſtauce Foreit 
the officers than ats real value, and has choſen of to methods. Tabs wn eſta 
expenſive that-whigh is leaſt eſſicacious. able 
This, Sir, is the ſtate of the queſtion. now * us, our 1 portuniti 
Pitlonay:i is not of men but money, and we may procure, ten thou-Mil,..0 far 
land men regulated like the foreign troops, at the ſame expence u dhem, tt 


five thouſand in the form propoſed ; but I am afraid that no man wil ind that 
be found to aſſert, that the addition of n will be equivalent to changed 
a double number of ſoldiers. other na 
Thus it is evident, Sir, evident to r that the * uſeleſs cc 
opens method is at the ſame time the leaft advantageous, and tha ſary burt 
the propoſal of new regiments is intended to- OR the Reeogih of 
abe miniſtry rather than of the army. | 
If we ſuppoſe, Sir, what is more than any . will rant 
ahat the additional officers raiſe a body of fve. thouſand men to 2 
equality: with ſix thouſand, is not the pay of four thouſand men ap 
parently thrown away ? And do not the officers receivea reward which {becauſe t 
their ſervice cannot deferve? Would it not be far more rational tplaints as 
raiſe ſeven thouſand, by which our army. would be ſtronger by tition on! 
ſeventh part, and as the pay of tht̃ee thouſand would be ſaved, tu ies, tho! 
Publick would be richer by almoſt a third. | praiſe the 
_ Surely, Sir, numerical arguments cannot but deſerve ſome con- Iſpared, 
ſideration, even from thoſe who have learned by long practice to e people ſh 


I hope 
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argument 


Plain away mere probability at pleaſure, to ſelect the circumſtanceſi l do en 
of complicated queſtione, and only to ſhew thoſe RES. may be pro. ike theſe 
duced in favour of their own opinions. by of the 

In the preſent queſtion, Mee? there is very little room for fallacy hoſe. may 
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: The experience of the late war may evince, Sir, that thoſe troops 
lers, og 


yhich have the greateſt number of officers are not always victorious z 


peng, our eſtabliſhment never admitted the ſame, or nearly the ſame. 


34 number with that of the French our enemies; ; nevertheleſs we ſtill 
fohemg 

2ouſan 
2ouſand 
tance of 


Tab 


zqually ſucceſsful, though the number of our officers had boy yet 
=___ 


wn eſtabliſhment, or imagining that they ſhould become more for- 
idable by imitating our methods. When I travelled, ] took op- 
pr ce portunities of converſing with the generals of thoſe nations which are 
n thous 
ENCE A 
an wil 
alent t 


them, that they thought a multitude of officers by no means' uſeful, 

and that they were ſo far from deſiring to fee their own regulation 
changed, that they ſhould make no ſcruple of recommending it to 
other nations, who in their opinion ſquandered their treaſure upon 


nd that 
pgth 


ſary burthens. 


+ ith general allertions, or will deny the neceſſity of frugality, and 
| grant, extol the opulence of the nation, the extent of our commbrce, and 
n.to-al 
Ten ape 
| which 
onal t 


r by! 


argumentation made uſe of by the hireling ſcribblers of the court, who, 
becauſe they feel none of the publick calamities, repreſent all com- 
plaints as criminal murmurs, and charge thoſe with ſedition who pe- 


ed, tuſchries, though our country ſhould be over-run by an invader, would 
praiſe the Jenity of any government by which themſelves ſhould be 


e con ſpared, and would boaſt of the happineſs of plenty, when half gong 


to ex. people ſhould be languiſhing with famine. 

ſtancei | do not ſuppoſe, Sir, that the deſpicable airs of proſtitutes 
De pro-fWike theſe has any effect here, nor ſhould 1 have thought them wor- 
by of the leaſt notice, had it not been proper to enquire, whether 
hoſe may not be juſtly ſuſpeQed of ſome inclination t to deceive, even 


lacy; 
not 
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men who have been acquainted with military operations, inform us, . 
Phat degree of ſuperiority is conferred by any aſſignable number of of- 


oyer whether the ſame money will not purchaſe greater advantages. 


boaſt of our victories; nor is. it certain that we might not have been 


Foreigners, Sir, are very far from diſcovering the defect of their 


moſt famous ſor the valour of their troops, and was informed by 


1c mol Wuſcleſs commiſſions, and increaſed the calamities of war by. unneceſ- 


I hope no man will think it ſufficient to 2 to theſe arguments 


the happineſs of our condition. Such indeed, Sir, is the method of 


tition only for relief. Wretches like theſe would celebrate our victo- > 
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in this aſſembly, by whom the moſt . OF 
paid for the e ee of enn and the. A of 
ruption. f 

It is indeed, Sie n, in aba 5 are daily! SA Bong Our hi 
hour and influence, to endeavour to conceal from the people they 
own weakneſs, that weakneſs which, is ſo well known in foreig 
countties, that every nation is encouraged to inſult us, and hy 
which it may reaſonably be imagined that new enemies. will ; ing 
ſhort time be raiſed. 

The late changes in our military regulations have indeed takey 
away all the terror of our arms; thoſe troops are now no longe 


hey oug 
Jouble th 


"dreaded, by which the liberties of Europe were recovered, and the = by 

French reduced to abandon their ſchemes of univerſal empire, ſq * ve 

the defence of their ow:2 country, becauſe the officers by whom the av t . 
n.pfo 


were formerly conducted to glory and to victory, are now diſmiſſeh 
and men advanced to their poſts, who are neither feared not 
known, | | 


againſt a 
he prefe 


When the duke of N was lately 3 of his command 2 
5 the Spaniards could not conceal their ſatisfaction ; they beſtowed 10 * N 
pence be 


bowever unwillingly, the higheſt panegyric upon his bravery and 
conduct, by ſhewing that he was the only Briton of whom they wen 
afraid. Nor did their allies the French diſcover leſs exultation ; j for 
by them it was declared, that the nation was now diſarmed, that ei. 
ther no war was intended, or that none could be ſucceſsfully proſe 
cuted, ſince, as they made no ſcruple to aſſert, chough I know nd 
wheitieg] ought to repeat it, we have no other man capable of com- 
manding armies, or conducting any great deſign 

I am informed that this illuſtrious warrior, whoſe abi are 
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ſofficiently at:eſted by theſe enemies that have felt their prevalence, duecceſ 
is of opinion, that the number of officers now required is not necel nion _ 1 
fary, and has declared that he ſhou!d with equal confidence under: who judf 
take either invaſion or defence, with forces modelled after the Get: eltabliſhe 

man cuſtom ; and ſince I have ſhewn, that, unleſs the troops ſo regu would th 
lated are equivalent to a. double number added to che ſtanding regy * MO 

ments, pirt of the expence of the officers is evidently ſquandered, | mage] of 

Hall vote againſt the motion, ob it be proved, which J belicte our ſoldir 

will not be attempted, that the force of a regiment. is doubled by Thoug 
doubling the officers. 0 . 
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juble the charge, to be able to ehecunter ten tfiöu fand. 
But in this ſuppoſition, Str, Re forgets that tlie poſſibility of 165 
3 to be thrown into the balahee againft the advantage of the expenes 


he preference. 7 5 
Suppoſe fve WA men to PAN into * field: again "ou 


nmand, houſand; if they can by multiplying their officers at a double ex- 
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Ne That we ou ght not to chuſe a worſe method when we can dikowrs 
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of France, but how much * might föffer by any alteration it is not 
poſſible to foreſee, | hs 

Succeſs is gained by aan; 2nd courage is produced wy an opi- 
nion of ſuperiority z and it may eaſily be imagined, that our ſoldiers, 
who judge of their own ſtrength᷑ only by experience, imagine their on 
eſtabliſhment and diſcipline advanced to the higheſt perfectiom; nor 
would they expect any other conſequences' from am alteration of jt? 
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model of our forces, becauſe it is n to POT the lernt of 
our ſoldiers. 


Though it is confeſſed; Sir, that the F 4 whoſe Rees a 


3 likewiſe alleged; that they had yielded us far eaſier victories had their 
25 4 icers deen wanting; ; for to them are they indebted” for theif con- 


9" 7.08 * - fin, v7 


jis enquiry as far as ſpeculation wrthbut en periefice Gn hope to pro- 


He ſuppoſes that the advantages must be Aeiy in proportion to 
he money expended in procuring them and that therefore if five 
douſand men, raiſed at any given eoſt, will be equal to five theufand, 
hey ought if they are regulated according to an eſtabliſiment & | 


zved, and that though the ſtrength of the troops be not encreaſed* 
n proportion to the encreaſe of the coſt, yetithe additional ſecurity 
boainſt a great loſs may e entitle the moſt part a to 


pence be enabled to engage ſucceſsfully a body ſuperior in number 


detter, is indiſputably true, but which method is worſe or better, 
an be diſcovered only by experience. Phe laſt war has taught ue, 
that aur troops in their preſent eſtabliſhment are ſuperior to the forces 


but weakneſs and defeats. It is therefore dangerous to change tlie 


fill more numerous, have been conquered by our trodps; it mult” 6e 


„„ „ 
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c ueſts . they have been ſucceſsful, and hor their--reſiftancy 
where-ever they have been with difficulty defeated; their ſoldiers are 
ſpiritleſs herd, and were they not invigorated by the example of 
their leaders, and reſtrained by the fear of inſtant puniſhment, 


would fly at the approach of w7 mern without err, for the 
attack, 1 


1 cannot 1 Sir, but be of opinion, that the PAS of 


tn large number of officers may be learned even from the behaviour of 


thoſe troops which have been unſucceſsful, ſince it is certain, that 
though they have been often overcome, they have ee relle 
with great ſteadineſs, and retired with great order. 


If thoſe who are only ſpeculative warriors ſhall imagine that their 
arguments are not confuted, I can only repeat what I declared when 
1 firſt attempted to deliver my ſentiments in this debate, that I d 
not pretend to be very ſkilful in the arts of diſputation. I, wo 
claim no other title than that of an old ſoldier, cannot hope to pte. 
vail much by my oratory; it is enough for me that I am confident 
of confuting thoſe arguments in we held, which 1 * in the 
ſen ate. 85 
Mr. Fox ſpoke next in this manner: — Sir, I am far fb think- 
ing that this queſtion has been hitherto fully explained by thoſe who 
have either conſidered it only as a diſpute about money, or a queſtion 
merely ſpeculative concerning the proportions between different de- 
grees of expence, and probability of ſucceſs. In a war of this kind 
expence is the 4aſt and loweſt conſideration, and where experience 
may be conſulted, the TE of r N 3 to have no 
weight. 

The method, Sir, by which our troops have hitherto been regu- 
lated, is well known to have produced ſucceſs beyond our expec- 
tations, to have exalted us to the arbitration of the world; to have 


reduced the French to change their threats of forcing a+ monarch 


upon us into petitions: for peace, a and to have eſtabliſhed the liberties 

of almoſt every nation bf the world that can call itſelf free. 
Whether this method, Sir, fo ſucceſsful, ſo eaſy, and ſo formi- 
dable, ſhall be changed, whether it ſhall be changed at a time when 
the whole continent is in commotion, and every nation calling ſoldiers 
to its ſtandard ; when the French, recovered from their defeats, ſeen 
to have forgotten the force of that hand that cruſhed them in the 
pride of victory; when they ſeem to be reviving their former deſigns 
and 
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and cekindling their extinguiſhed ambition; whether, at ſuch a time, 
the regulations of our army ſhall be changed to fave, upon the higheſt 
computation, only thirty thouſand pounds, is the preſent queſtion. * 
On ſuch/a queſtion; Sir, I cannot obſerve; without aſtoniſhment, 
any man deliberating for a ſingle moment. To ſuſpend our opinion 
in this caſe, would be to balance our lives, our liberties, our patri- 
monies, and aur poſterity, againſt thirty thouſand pounds. | 
The effects of our preſent method, Sir, are well known to our- | 


ſelves, our confederates, our enemies, to every man that has heard 


the name of Blenheim and Ramillies; the conſequences of the 
eſtabliſhment, no contended fot, our moſt experienced commanders 
own themſelves unable to foreſee, and I am far from believing that 
theoretical. ee can er, man ane e en ü 
in military affairs. Ln MN 17 
Our own Weender of the Gee d is fo Wass recom - 
mended, is not the ſtrongeſt ebje&ion to it, though even this ought, 
in my opinion, to reſtrain us from trying it at this hazardous con- 
juncture. But ſince arguments, merely negative, may be thought | 
over· balanced by the proſpe& of ſaving money, I ſhall lay before the 
houſe, what effects the want of officers has produced, with regard to 
thoſe nations whofe poverty has laid them under a -neceſlity | of par- 
ſimonious'eſtabliſhments. © 


When the Germans were defeated 15 the ieh in the late way: 4 


I was at the Sardinian court, where the battle was, as it may eaſi- 
ly be ſuppoſed,” 'the reigning ſubject of converſation, and where 
they did not want opportunities of informing themſelves minutely | 


of all the circumſtances which contributed to the event ; ; it was there, 


dir, univerſally determined, that the Germans lot the hon merely 
for want of officers —_ | 

lt was obſerved, alſo, Sir, TIF) ſome troops, which were old 
courted and feared by all the neighbouring potentates, had loſt their 
reputation in later times, of which no reaſon could be alleged, but 
that they had leſſened the number of their officers; ſuch is the change 


in the model of the Walloons, and ſuch is the conſequence 18 5 | | 


* 


ced by it. 


Jam very far, Sir, S thinking, that reaſon is not to de con- | 
ſulted in military operations as in other affairs, and have no leſs | 
ſatisfaction than the learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one, in 


Clear and demonſtrative deductions; Hut i in this queſtion, reaſon 
G 3 itſelf 
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itſelf jnforms me, tha regard ought. only a to expetienet 
and that authority ns Ls caſa - Pugh £9 have no pie. 
valegce. | 7 baba Mn yin nest 
I a cberglote, Sir wake m8. S8quiry, into ds pirlitias of th 
generals, by whom thele cqnt2ry apigivys are-defendeds'nor dray 
any parallel between their actigns ox their kggwledge. ,.:1t>igs ſul 
cient for me that; the one is propoſing a he fehemep and that dhe 
gpigion of the; other can plead the practice gf king William, and 
the duke of Marlborougb, and the ſueceſs of the laſt war. 
+ Yes, Sir, if parlimony be à virtue at this time ſo eminently ne- 
ceſlary, it may be urged in ſayour of this efiimates: that it: will be 


leſs expenſivę than thoſe that have been formerly: offered; and tha 
es all changes ought to be gradual; this, may. be conſiderei as the 


firſt ſtep towards a general reduction of the publigk charge. 


Mr. HæA THE ſpoke to the foligwing purpoſe: ee it is 
not without aſtoniſhment, that I beatd the honourable gentlemn 
who ſpoke lately, canclyde his remarks with an attempt to m- 
new our apgrehenſions of the pretender, à chimericallinxader, an 
Enemy in the clouds, withqut, ſpirit, and without. forgess: without 
gominigns, without money, and without allies 3 a miſerable fugi 
tive that has not à friend in this kingdom, or none but ſuch as are 
exaſperated by thoſe whom the men, that EATON: bimuwith 1 
much terror, are attempting v0 vindiggteg ,n, 

The vagity, Sir, of ſych fears, the folly, ef admitting them, if 
they are real, and, of counterfeiting, thegps; if they are falſe, has been, 
ſuffciently expaſed in this debate, by my honourable friend; but as 
he thought it unneceſſary to employ arguments in proof of what can- 
pot be denied, and believed it ſufficjent to. ridicule a panie x hich he 
ſuppoſed merely political, I who judge, perhaps, more favourably. of 


the ſincerity of ſome, and mare tenderly of the cawazdire of others, 


ſhall endeaypur tp ſhew, that the frequent revolytans which havg 
þappened In this nation, afford us go reaſon lor fearing angther 
Equally ſudden and unforeſeen in fayour of the Pretender. 

pe governments Sir, is always ſtronger, as it. is complicated with 
the private intereſt of more individuals; becauſe, though there af 
few that haye comprehenſion ſufncient to diſcern the - general ad- 
vantage of the community, almoſt eyery man is capable: ef attending 
to bis own; and though not many have virtue to ſtand up in op- 
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Rrience BW way hope to enempt Himſelf Erben bas particular ſhare, yet the moſt 
no p. anguine are alarmed, and the moſt indolent awakened at any dan- 
I eer which threatens n _ will exert their utmoſt power: to 
of the obviate or eſcape it. oY | 
r dray For this reaſon, Sir, I Fred 1 a the; publiek e | 
is ſuti BN eftabliſhed in this nation, as a barrier to the government, which 
Hat: thy cannot eaſily be broken : a foreign prince cannot now be placed up- 
n, and Wi on the throne, but in oppoſition almoſt to every wealthy man, who 
1 having truſted the government with His en, has repoſited a pledge 
ty ne. Wi of his own fidelity, 
Will be But to this gentleman, Sir, be 1 am nowanſwering, e 
ad that I can be of very little importance, becauſe, by his own confeſſion, 

as the is retained as a mere machine, to ſpeak at the direction of eee 
and to utter ſentiments which he never conceived, and which his 
it h heſitation and abrupt concluſion ſhews him to admit with very 
lemm little examination. He had not even allowed himſelf time to know 
to re. the opinion which he was to aſſert, or to imprint upon his memory 
er, 21 thoſe arguments to which he was to add the ſanction of his authority. 
ithout i He ſeems to have boldly promiſed to ſpeak, and then to have enquired 
Fugi- what be was to ſay. Vet has this gentleman often declaimed here 
asare Wl with all the apparent ardour of integrity, and been heard with 
th. that regard which is only due to virtue and independence. „ 

* Some of his aſſertions are ſuch, however, as require confutation, 
m, if Wl which is, perhaps, more neceſſary ſince he has produced an autho- 
been, rity for them, which many of thoſe who heard him may think of 
ut much greater weight than his own. He affirms, that we can ſuffer only 
Cans by an invaſion, and infers from this poſition, that we need only 
ch he to guard our own coaſts, I am of an opinion very different, and 
having not yet prevailed upon myſelf to receive notes from any other 
perſon, cannot forbear to ſpeak what I think, and what the pub- 
lick proſperity requires to be generally known. We may ſurely ſuf- 
fer by many other cauſes, by the ignorance or treachery, or cowar- 
dice of the miniſtry, by the negligence of that perſon to -whom. 
this gentleman was probably indebted for his notes. We may ſuf- 
ter by, the loſs of our ſugar colonies, which may be juſtly valued at 


ad- ten millions. 
ling Tyheſe plantations, which afford us 1 all the profitable trade 
op- that is now left us, have been expoſed to the inſults of the enemy, 


without any other guard than two ſhips, almoſt unfit for ſervice. 
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Theb have been left to the protection of chance, with no other {, 


neral among us; and, 
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curity, at a time when the Spaniards had fitted out a mum by 
infeſt and ravage our American dominions. 134 

The-admiral, who was ſent into America, was dai 
a year in the ports, without forces, ſhips, or amunition, which ye 
might have been ſent in a few months, had not pretences of del 
deen ſtudiouſty invented, had not the preparations been obſtrudet 

by clandeſtine expedients, and had not every man been tacitly aſſured, 
that he ſhould recomend himſelf to his EY by ce 
rather than by removing them. 

Such was the conduct of thoſe, who now ftand up in the face of 
their country, and, without diffidence or ſhame, boaſt of their zeal, 
their aſſiduity, and their diſpatch; who proclaim with an air of 
triumphant innocence, that no art or diligence could have been moie 

- expeditious, and that the ante was oy oh e by the 


ſeaſons and the Winds 


With affertions equally intrepid, and Augen n contemp- 
tible, has the ſame perſon, who boaſted his expedition, endeavoured 


to defend the eſtabliſhment of new regiments, in oppoſition to the 


practice of foreign nations, and to the opinion of the greateſt ge- 
to ſhew how little he fears confutation, has 
recommended his ſcheme on account of its frugality. _ 
It is not to be wondered, Sir, that ſuch an orator ſhould undertake 
to defend the model of the troops ſent to America, that he ſhould 
prefer boys to veterans, and aſſert the propriety of intruſting new 
levies to unexperienced commanders ; for he has given us in this 
debate ſuch proofs of | controverſial courage, that nothing e can be 
now imagined too arduous for him to attempt. g 
His ſtrength, Sir, is indeed not equal to his ſpirit, and he is fre- 
quently unſucceſsfu} in his moſt vigorous efforts, but it muſt be con- 
feſſed that he is geperally overborne only by the force of truth, by a 
power which few can reſiſt ſo reſolutely as himſelf, and which there- 
fore, though it makes no impreſſion upon him, prevails upon others 
to Jeave him fometimes alone in the vindication of his poſitions. 
The examples, Sir, of thoſe noble perſons who were advanced 
early to commiſſions, will be produced by him without effect, be- 
cauſe the caſes are by no means parallel. 


with command till they had ſpent ſome time in the ſervice, and ex- 
Mutter proofs of their courage and their capacity; and it cannot be 
' was doubtech 


They were not inveſted | 
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| likely to poſſeſs them longer, and would not be reduced by an in- 


commands, at a time when they are moſt neceſlary, at a time when 


| Briton, of every man that reveres the conſtitution, or loves his 
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others in the full ſtrength of manhood. uri "abou 
But, Sir, there is another e of more ene 
which will annihilate the parallel, and deſtroy the argument founded 
upon it. At the time in which theſe perſons were preferred, the 
nation had but newly ſeen an army, and had therefore very few old 
officers whoſe experience could be truſted, or whoſe-ſervices required 
to be rewarded, the miniſters were obliged to ſelect thoſe, who, 
though they did not underſtand the military ſciences, were likely to 2 
attain them in a ſhort time, and the event has ſufficiently proved, j 
thatin the choice, no ene e was m_ to-ingerell.chae: Pe 


rr 


ment. 
It was prudent likewide,; Sir, to chuſe. young a rn | 
their abilities equal with thoſe of others, becauſe. the nation was 


teryal of peace to make war again with raw forces under * 4 
tion of ignorant commanders. r 

But this proviſion, however eee the wide of thinks 
niſtry has found means to defeat, by detaining at home the diſci- 
plined troops, and depriving the moſt eee generals of their 


* * 
KK. 1 N s 


the whale world is in arms, when the ambition of France is 
reviving its claims, and the ee are preparing to invade our 
colonies. 

But, . Sir, though o our pen are , dif we are ſulliciendly 
informed, that it is not becauſe we are imagined to be in a ſtate of 
ſafety ; for the encreaſe of our army betrays our fear, of which, 
whether it will be diſpelled or encreaſed by ſuch meaſures, it is not 
dificult to determine. | 

An army thus numerous, Sir, is, in the opinion of every net 


liberty, an evil more to be dreaded, than any from which we 


can be defended by it. The moſt unpopular act of the moſt unpo- 
pular of our monarchs, was the eſtabliſhment of a ſtanding army, 


| nor do I know any thing to be feared from the exaltation of the 


dreadful pretender to the throne, but that he will govern the nation 


with an armed force, 


If our troops continue to be encreaſed, which we may * 
ſalpect, fince, if arguments like theſe be admitted, pretences for 
augmentations 


2 


I» Ener oe 


ſoreſeen; they will grow tao numerous to be quartered: in the 
towns, and, wich an affectat ion of cafing them of ſuch unwelcome 


gueſtsz it will be propoſed, that after having ſpent the »ſummer 


in a, camp, they ſhall tetire in winter to barmcks. Then will the 
'Burtherr of: a flanding army be impoſed forever on the nation ; then 
may our liberties be openly invaded, and thoſe who now eppreſs u 
by che power:only of money, will then throwiafide the maſk; and de. 
ver themſelves from the conſtraint of hypocriſy; thoſe who non 
anch us with promiſes and proteſtations, will then intimidate u 
with threatenings,: and, perhaps, revenge the nnn of "GY 
ſchemes by perſecution and ſequeſtrations. 


Mr. G xox ſpoke next; to the following effect — if. the 


n of arguments proved the infincerity of thoſe who'produce 
them, I ſhould be inclinedo ſuſpect the advocates for the eſtabliſh. 
ment of ne regiments, of deſigns very different from the defence 
of their country; but as their intentions cannot be known, they 
cannot be cenſured, and I ſtrall therefore confine myſelf to an ex. 
amination of the reaſons ede have offered, re n au- 
thorities which they have-cited. 

The German general, who has been mentioned on this crit 
with fo mueh regard, is rot leſs known to me than to the honourable 
gentleman, nor have I been leſs diligent to improve the hours in 
which I enjoyed his friendſhip and converſation, Among other quel. 
tions, which my familiarity with him intitled me to propoſe, T have 
aſked him to what cauſes he' imputed the ill ſucceſs of the laſt war, 
and he frankly aſcribed the tniſcarriages of it to the unhappy diviſions 
by which» the German counſels were at that time embarraſſed, 

Faction produees nearly the ſame conſequence in all countries, 
and had then influenced the Imperial court, as of late the court of 
Great Britain, to diſmiſs the moſt able and experienced commanders, 
and to intruſt the conduct of the war to men unequal to the under- 
taking ; who, when they were defeated for want of ſkill, endea- 
voured to perſuade their patrons and their countrymen, that they 
loſt the victory for want of officers. 

They might, perhaps, think of their countrymen, what our mini- 
ſters ſeem to imagine of us, that to gain belief among them, it was 
ſufficient to aſſert boldly, that they had not any memory of pal 


tranſaclions, and that therefore they could not obſerve, that the ſame 
troo;s 
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ere victorious under Eugene, which were defeated under the 


Lben of his ſueceſſors; nor could diſcover chat the er 


s the ſame, Where the effects were diſſerent. 
Thus, in evety place, it is the practice of n to 1924 


aides rather to any other cauſe than their own miſconduct. It is every 
where: equally: their practice to oppreſs and obſcure thoſe who owe 
their great neis to their virtue or abilities, becauſe they ean never be 
reduced to blind obedjence, or taught to be.creatures of the miniſtry, 
becauſe men who can diſcover truth, will ſometimes ſpeak-it, and 
zccauſe thoſe are beſt qualified to deceive others, enen Per- 
ſuaded that they ure contending for the rignt. 

But it is ſurely time for this nation to rouſe from ae 
and to reſolye to put an end to frauds that have been ſo long 


known. It is time to watch with more vigilance © the diſtribu- 
jion of che publick treaſure, and to conſider rather how to contract 


the national ex pences, than upon what pretences new offices' may 
be erected, and new dependencies created. It is time to conſider how 
our debts may be es and * what . en 1 
diminiſma ad. 4 
Qur taxes, Sir, are ſuch at 3 as Wen no nation was ever 
loaded with before, ſuch as never were paid to raiſe forces againſt an 
invader, or impoſed by the inſolence of victory upon a conquered 
people. Every gentleman pays to the government more than two 
thirds of his eftate by various exaRions.— This aſſertion is received, 
I ſee, with ſurprize, by ſome whoſe ample patrimonies have exempted 
them from the neceſficy of nice computations, and with an affected 
appearance of contempt by others, who, inſtead of paying taxes, 


may be (aid to receive them, and whole intereſt it is to keep the na- 


tion ignorant of .the cauſes of its miſery, and to extenuate- ISO 
lamities by which themſelves are enriched. | | 
But, Sir, to endeavour to confute demonſtration by a -gtin; or to 
laugh away the deductions of arithmetic, is ſurely ſuch a degree of 
effrontery, as nothing but a poſt of profit can produce; nor is.it for 
the ſake of theſe men, that I (hall endeavour to elucidate my affertion; 
for they cannat- but be well informed of the ſtate of our taxes, whoſe 
chief raced is to receive ad to ner the money which 


ie; ſrom them. 
It 


the people by falſe repreſentations, and to impute the publick cala- 
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It is frequent, Sie, among gentlemen to miſtake the amount d 
the taxes which are laid upon the nation, by paſſing over in they 
eſtimates all thoſe which are not paid immediately out of the viſibt 
rents of their lands, and imagining that they are in no degree in- 
tereſted in the impoſts upon manufactures. or other commodities 
They do not conſider that whenever they purchaſe any thing of whid 
the price is enhanced by duties, theſe duties are levied upon them, ani 
that there is no difference between paying ten ſhillings a year in laut 
taxes, and paying five ſhillings in land taxes, and five wine 
manufacturers to be paid by them to the government. 

It would be in reality equally rational for a man to pleaſe himkl 
with his frugality, by directing half his. expences to be paid by bů 
ſteward, and the event is ſuch as might be expected from ſuch a me. 
thod of economy; for, as the ſteward might probably bring in fall 
accounts, the tradeſman commonly adds two pence to the price d 
his goods for every penny which ts laid on them by the government; 
as it is eaſy to ſnew, particularly in the prices ny dei two Stent 


ceſſaries of life, candles and-leather. r.. 


Now, Sir, let any gentleman add to the nod tax he «Works raiſed 
FT the malt, candles, ſalt, ſoap, leather, diſtilled liquors, and 
other commodities uſed in his houſe ; let him add the expences of 
travelling ſo far as they are increaſed by the burthen laid upon inn- 
keepers, and the extortions of the tradeſmen which the exciſes hav 
occaſioned, and he will eaſily agree with me that he pays more than 
two thirds of his eſtate for the ſupport, of the government. 
It cannot therefore be doubted that it is now neceſſary. to dap l 
our career of expences, and to enquire how much longer this weight 
of impoſts can poſſibly be ſupported. It has already, Sir, depreſſed 
our commerce, and overborne our manufactures, and if it be yet in- 
creaſed, if there be no hope of ſeeing it alleviated, every wile man 
will ſeek a milder government, and enliſt himſelf e flaves that 
have maſters more wiſe or more compaſſionate. 

We ought to conſider, S ir, whether ſome of our N 8 


are not ſuperfluous or detrimental, whether many of our offices ate 


not merely penſions without employment, and whether multitudes do 
not receive ſalaries, who ſerve the government only by their intereſt 
and their votes. Such offices, if they are found, ought immediately 
to be aboliſhed, and ſuch ſalaries withdrawn, by which a fund might 

be 
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be now eſtabliſhed for maintaining the war, and afterwards for the 
payment of our debts.” RAG: oh e FOG 

It is not now, Sir; in my opinion, a queſtion ende 0 mall clitife 
he dewelt or the cheapeſt" method of encreafing out forces, for it 
ſeems to me not poſſible to ſupply any new expences. New troops 
vill require more money to raiſe and to pay them, and more money 
can only be obtained by new taxes; but what now remaiiis to de 


taxed, or what tax can be encreaſed ? The only reſodrce leſt us is a 


Jottery, and whether that will ſucceed is likewiſe a lottery; but 
though folly and credulity ſhould once more operate according to our 
wiſhes, the nation is in the mean time impover iſhed, and at laſt lot- 
teries muſt certainly fail like other expedients. When the public 
wealth is entirely exhauſted, artifice and violence will be equally vain. 


And though the troops may poſſibly be raiſed according to the eſti- 


mate, I know not how we ſhall pay them, or from what fund, yet 
unmortgaged, the . e will be — ge a: can Ew n 
to receive their half pay. LH 

For my part, Sir, I — the queſtion ſo eaſy to we that 
I am aſtoniſhed to ſee it the ſubject of a debate, and imagine that the 


| controverſy might be ended only by aſking the gentleman, on whoſe 


opinion all his party appear to rely, without any knowledge or con- 
yiction of their own, whether, if he were to defend a nation from its 


enemies, and could procure only a ſmall ſum for the wt be would 


not model his forces by the cheapeſt method. 

Mr. SLOPER then ſpoke thus:—Sir, I cannot without che ke 
ſatisfaction ' obſerve any "advances made in uſeful knowledge, by 
my fellow ſubjects, as the glory of ſuch attainments muſt add to 
the reputation __ wy CP "mo . _— to Win elevated 
abilities. 

This ſatis faction 1 have jechives from the obſervations of the chil 
honourable member, 'whoſe accurate computations cannot but pro- 
miſe great. improvements of the doctrine of arithmetic ; nor can I 
forbear to ſolicit him for the ſake of the publick, to take into his con- 
hderation the preſent methods of traffick uſed by our merchants, and 
to ftrike out ſome more commodious method of ſtating the accompts 
between thoſe two contending parties debtor and creditor,” This he 
would doubtleſs execute with great reputation, who has proved from 


the ſtate of our taxes, that new forces require new funds, and that 


new funds cannot be eſtabliſhed without a lottery. 
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I am indeed inclined to differ from him in dhe lack of his: 


| nd believe the nation not yet ſo much exhauſted but that it may 
eaſily bear the expence of the war, and ſhall therefore vote for thy 
eſtabliſhment of our troops which will be moſt likely to procure ſug 
ceſs, without the leaſt apprehenſion of being cenſured either bythe 
preſent age, or by poſterity, as a machine of the mins an oh 
preſſor,of my country. . 

Senerab Wap ſpoke again thus tia, have erich — 
8 member has been pleaſed to inſinuate, that by anſwering a plain 
queſtion 1 may put an end to the debate, I am willing to gives 
proof of my deſire to promote unanimity in our eee ae 
in our affairs, by complying. with his propoſal,” | 

If I were obliged with a. ſmall ſum: to raiſe an . — 8 Pk 
of a kingdom, 1 ſhould: undoubtedly proceed with the utmoſt fru 
gality ; but this noble perſon's. ideas of frugality would perhaps be 
very different from mine; he would think thoſe expences ſuperfluous 
which to me would ſeem indiſpenſably neceſſary, and though we 
| ſhould boch intend the preſervation of the e- we: out: _ 
vide for its ſecurity by diffefent- methods. 

He would employ the money in ſuch a manner as vg mem 
the greateſt numbers; I ſhould make my firſt enquiry after! the moſt 
ſeilful officers and ſhould imagine myſelf obliged by my fidelity to 
the nation, that entruſted me 'Wwith GY to nee thejr- ait 
ance, though at a high p:ſ ee. 

It is not eaſy for perſons who t never ob 0 ſte, 
whatover may de their natural abilities, or however cultivated by 
reading and contemplation; to eanceive the advantage of diſcipline 


and regulatity, which is ſuch, that a ſmall body of veteran troops 


will drive before them multitudes of men, perhaps equally bold and 
reſolute with themſelves, if they ate unacquainted with the rules of 
war, and unprovided with- leaders to direct their motions, = 

I ſhould therefore, in the caſe which he has mentioned, preſer d 
ſcipline to numbers, and rather enter the field with a few troops well 
governed and well inſtructedꝭ than with a conſufed multitude un- 
acquainted with their duty, unable w conduct MONEY and'with- 
out ofigers.to-condutt them. 

Mr. Vixrx ſpoke next to the following effet Sir, I am not 
veily ſolicitous what may be the determination of the houſe upon this 
queſtion, becauſe I think: it more neceſlary to . an aug⸗ 
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mentation of the army, than to enquire, whether it ſhall be made 


by one method or another. W nh ; 75 7 
Every addition to our troops 1 KY: as 4 . 0 


the eſtabliſhment of arbitrary power, as it is an alienation of part of 


the Britiſh, people, by which they are deprived. of the benefits of the. 
conſtitution, : and ſubjected to Figoroun laws, from which every « other ; 


:ndividual is exempt. - 


The principal of theſe laws, whith all the reſt are intended to in- 


force, requires from every ſoldier an unlimited and abſolute obedience 


to the commands. of his officers, who hold their commiſſion, and Cx 
I pect advancement. by the ſame, compliance with the orders of the 


miniſtry. 

The danger of adding to the number of men, that Gonna 8 
their fellow ſubjects, and directed by the arbitrary determinations of 
their officers, has been often explained with great ſtrength and per- 


ſpicuity ; 3 nor ſhould I have taken this occaſion of recalling. it to the. 


attention of the. houſe, but that I think it a conſideration, to which, 

in all debates on the army, the firſt regard ought to be paid. 
Colonel MorDaunT ſpoke to the purpoſe following : : —Sir, the 

objection which the honourable gentleman has raiſed, will be moſt 


eaſily removed, by conſidering the words of the act by which the 


military authority is eſtabliſhed, where it is by no means declared, 
that either officers or ſoldiers are obliged indiſcriminately, to obey all 
the orders which they ſhall receive, but that they ſhall, on pain of 
the puniſhments there enacted, obey all the LAWFUL orders of their 
commanders. | | | 

The obedience therefore, Sir, required 1 a ſoldier, is an obe- 
dience according to law, like that of any other Briton, unleſs it can 
be imagined that the word lawful i is in that place without a meaning. 
Nor does his condition differ from that of his fellow ſubjects by an 
exemption fiom any law, but by a greater number of duties, and 
ſtricter obligations to the performance of them; and I am not able t to 
conceive how our conſtitution can be endangered by augmenting an 
army, which, as it can only act in conformity to it, can act only in 
defence of it, 


The queſtion at Taft v was put, that the new-raiſed troops be incor- 
en into the ſtanding corps, but it Palled 1 in the negative. 
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I am indeed inclined to differ from him in mne falt of his 
and believe the nation not yet ſo much exhauſted bag dba it 
eaſily beat the expence of the war, and ſhall therefore vote for tha 
eſtabliſhment of our troops which will be moſt likely to procure ſux 
ceſs, without the leaſt apprehenſion of being cenſured either by the 
preſent age, or by poſterity, as a machine of the ae an oh 
preſſor,of my country. 

, Generah WADE ſpoke again ahasc-oodlic, * Iba pighe — 
able member has been pleaſed to inſinuate, that by anſwering a plain 
queſtion , 1 may put an end to the debate, I am willing te gives 
proof of my deſire to promote unanimity in our eee Km 


in our affairs, by complying with his propoſal. 


If 1 were obliged with a. {mall ſum to raiſe an une a defenc 
of. a kingdom, 1 ſhould undoubtedly proceed with the utmoſt frus 
gality ; but this noble perſon's. ideas of frugality would perHaps be 


very different from mine; he would think thoſe expenees ſuperfluous, 


which to me would ſeem indiſpenſably neceſſary, and though we 
mould both intend the preſervation of the . v nn bio. 
vide for its ſecurity by diffetent methods. 

ie would employ the money in ſuch a manner Xs nde in 
the greateſt numbers; I ſhould make my firſt enquiry after the moſt 
ſkilful officers, and ſhould imagine myſelf obhged: by my fidelity to 
the nation, that entruſted me with KEY r to FIR theje aſſiſt- 
ance, though at a high p: lee. a 

It is nod eaſy for per ſons who bn erer hen: adi or a deze 
whatever may de their natural abilities, or however cultivated by 
reading and contemplation; to canceive the advantage of diſcipline 


and regularity, which is ſuchs thet a ſmall bod) of veteran troops 


will drive before them multitudes of men, perhaps equally bold and 
reſolute with themſelves, if they are unacquainted with the rules o 
war, and unprovided with leaders-to- direct their motions, 

1 ſhould therefore, in the caſe which he has mentioned, prefer d. 
ſcipline to humbers, and rather enter the field with a fe troops well 
governed and well inſtructedꝭ than wich a conſuſed multitude un- 
acquainted with their duty, unable to d themſelves, and with- 
out oſſteers to eondutt them. 

Mr. Vines ſpoke next to the following effect; --: Sir, I am not 
very ſolicitous what may be the determination of the houſe upon this 
queſtion, becauſe I think it more necetiary to reſol ve againſt an aug- 
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mentation of the army, than to enquire, whether it ſhall be made 
by one method or another. 4 2 1 N 

Every addition to our troops J conſider as ſome Fi es 
the eſtabliſhment of arbitrary power, as it is an alienation of part of 
the Britiſh, people, by which they are deprived. of the benefits of the. 


individual is exempt. - 


2 plain WM force, requires from every ſoldier-an unlimited and abſolute obedience 


gives to the commands of his officers, who hold their commiſſion, and ex- 


iſpatch Wl pect advancement . by. the ſame, compliance with the orders of the 
miniſtry. 


gs The danger of adding to the number of men, FW Grand from | 


& fru WM their fellow ſubjects, and directed by the arbitrary determinations of 
aps be their officers, has been often explained with great ſtrength and per- 
duo; ſpicuity; nor ſhould I have taken this occaſion of recalling. it to the 
gh we attention of the houſe, but that I think it a conſideration, to which, 
+ jto- in all debates on the army, the firſt regard ought to be paid. 

Colonel MorDAunT ſpoke to the. purpoſe following : —Sir, the 
objection which the honourable gentleman has raiſed, will be moſt 
e mot eaſily removed, by conſidering the words of the act by which the 
military authority is eſtabliſhed, where it is by. no means declared, 
acht- that either officers or ſoldiers are obliged indiſeriminately to obey all 
1 the orders which they ſhall receive, but that they ſhall, on pain of 
| ſiege, the puniſhments there enacted, obey all the LAWFUL orders of their 
ed by commanders. | | 

The obedience therefore, Sir, required from a ſoldier, is an obe- 
dience according to law, like that of any other Briton, unleſs it can 
à and be imagined: that the word lawful i is in that place without a meaning. 
leg of Nor does his condition differ from that of his fellow ſubjects by an 
exemption fiom any law, but by a greater number of duties, and 
ſtricter obligations, to the performance of them; and I am not ablet to 
well WI conceive how our conſtitution can be endangered by augmenting an 
„ uns army, which, as it can only act in a to it, can act only in 
defence of it. 


witk⸗ ; 

The queſtion at laſt was put, that the new-raiſed troops be-i incor- 
* piorated into the ſtanding corps, but it paſſed in the negative 
1 this 232 to . | | 2 PR 1 ; 
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conſtitution, and ſubjected to rigorous laws, from which every other : 


The principal.of theſe laws, whith all the reſt are intent to in- | 
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rar on TAKING THE STATE of THE ARMY 10 70 cob. 
. 5  SIDERATION, | 5 
Tux Dune of Aroris roſe firſt, and ſpoke to the following 
teck; :— My Lords, as the preſent ſituation of our affaits may fequire 
an augmentation of our forces, and as the ſucceſs of our arms, and 


the preſervation of our liberties, may equally depend upon the 


manner in which the new forces ſhall be raiſed, there is, in my 


| opinion, no queſtion more worthy the attention of this auguſt aſſem- 


bly, that what may be the moſt proper method of increaſing our army, 
On this queſtion, my Lords, 1 ſhall offer my own ſentiments with 


greater confidence, as there are few men who have had more opportu- 
nities of being acquainted with i it in its whole extent, as I have ſpent 


great part of my life in the field and in the camp. I commanded 
2 regiment under king William, and have long been either the firſt, 
or almoſt the firſt man in the army. | 


1 hope, my Lords, it will be allowed without difficulty, that | 


have at leaſt been educated in the beſt ſchool of war, and that no- 


| thing but natural incapacity can have hindered me from making ſome 


uſeſul obſervations upon the diſcipline and government of armies, 


and the advantages and inconveniences of the various plans upon 


which other nations regulate their forces. 
I have always maintained, my Lords, that it is neceſſary, i in the 
preſent ſtate of the neighbouring countries, to keep up a body of regu- 


lar troops, that we may not be le ſs able to defend ourſelves, than our | 


enemies to attack us. 

It is well known, my Lords, that Rates muſt ſecure themſelves 
by different means, as they are threatened by dangers of different 
Kinds : policy muſt be oppoſed by policy, and force by force; out 
fleets muſt be increaſed when our neighbours grow formidable by 
their naval power, and armies muſt be maintained at a time like 


this, in which every prince on the continent eſtimates . . greatneſs 


by the number of his troops. 


Hut an A, my Lords, as it is to be admitted only for the ſecu- 
| rity 
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rity of the nation, is to be ſo regulated, that it may produce the 
end for which it is eſtabliſhed; that it may be uſeful without darts 
ger, and protect the people without oppreſſing them. 72 

To this purpoſe; my Lords, it is indiſpenſably e ag 4 
military ſubordination be inviolably preſerved, and that diſcipline be 
diſcreetly exerciſed. without any partial indulgence, or malicious 
ſeverities; that every man be promoted according to- his deſert, 
and that military merit alone give any PEO to — pre- 


ferment. | | | 
To make the atmy yet more 6 it ovigltt to be Of the ſole 


command of one man, exalted to the important truſt by his knowsi * 
ſkill, courage, juſtice, and, fidelity; and uncontrouled in the ad- 


miniſtration of his province by any other authocity, a man enabled 


by his experience to Ow the e aud inveſted with power 


to reward them. 8 
Thus, my Lords, ought an army to hs regullatad; * to which che 


defence of a nation is intruſted, nor can any other ſcheme be formed 


which will not expoſe the publick to dangers more formidable than 


revolutions or invaſions. And yet, my Lords, how widely thoſe 
who have aſſumed the direction of affairs have deviated from this 
method is well known. It is known equally to the higheſt and 
meaneſt officers, that thoſe who have moſt opportunities of ob- 
ſerving military merit, have no power of rewarding it; and, there 
fore, every man endeayours to obtain other recommendations than 
thoſe of his ſuperiors. in the army, and to diſtinguiſh himſelf by 


other ſervices than attention to his duty, and obedience to his com- | 


manders, 
Our generals, my Lords, are only colonels with a higher ade, 


without power, and without command; they can neither make 
themſelves loved nor feared in their troops, nor have either reward 
or puniſhment in their power. What diſcipline, my Lords, can be 
eſtabliſhed by men, whom thoſe who ſometimes act the farce of obe- 
dience, know to be only phantoms of authority, and to be reſtraih- 
ed by an arbitrary miniſter from the exerciſe of thoſe commiſſions 
which they are inveſted with ? And what is an army without diſei- 
pline, ſubordination and obedience ? What, but a rabble of licen- 
tious vagrants, ſet free from the common reſtraints of deceticy, ex- 


empted from the neceſſity of labour, betrayed by idleneſs to debauchety, 


and let looſe to Nr upon the people ? Such a herd can only awe the 
Vol, I. H | villages, 
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enemy or defend the. nation by which they are ſupported. 


honour and to wealth, merely for the ſake of encountering difficultic, 


17740 


every Pc 
| ſaw a bs 
They may, indeed, form a camp upan ſome of the neighbouring For t 


heaths, or paſs. in review with tolerable regularity; they may ſome. Will being cc 
times ſeize a ſmuggler, and ſometimes affift a conſtable with vigour Wl depende 
and ſucceſs. But unhappy would be the people, who had no othe officer, 
force to oppoſe againſt an army habituated to diſcipline, of whicy of the ſe 


9 D * 2 4 1 2 9: 0.4 5... Coro. g 
villages, and bluſter in the ſtreets, but can never be able to oppoſe u 


| every one founds his hopes of honour and e upon 155 her After 


bation of the commander. | on theſe 


That no man will labour to no 3 or e 1 neither 
military vigilance, without an adequate midtive ; that no man wil the diſt 
-endeavour to learn ſuperfluous duties, and neglect the eaſieſt road tl Our arn 
war, W. 


is eaſily to be imagined. And, therefore, my Lords, it cannot h out oppe 


conceived, that any man in the army will very ſollicitouſly apply But'r 
himſelf to the duties of his profeſſion, of which, when he has learned I railing 1 
them, the moſt accurate practice will avail him nothing, and on which tically | 
'he muſt loſe that time, which might have been employed in gain. more W 
ing an intereſt in a borough, or in forming an alliance with fone poſe of 
_ orator in the ſenate, cenſure 
For nothing, my Lords, is now conſidered but ſenatorial interef, i with gr 
nor is any ſubordination deſired but in the ſupreme council of the bute pc 
| empire. For the eſtabliſhment of this new regulation, the honours than hi 
of every profeſſion are proſtituted, and every commiſſion is become And 
merely nominal. To gratify the leaders of the miniſterial party, wretchi 
the 'moſt deſpicable triflers are exalted to an authority, and thoſe own pr 
whoſe want of underſtanding excludes them from any other employ- ſidered 
ment, are ſelected for military commiſſions. | my Lo! 
No ſooner have they taken poſſeſſion, of their new command, Ml to-mor 
and gratified with ſome act of oppreſſion the wantonneſs of new {choo!l 
authority, but they deſert their charge with the formality of demand: mand; 
ing a permiſſion to be abſent, which their commander dares not deny if perforn 
them. Thus, my Lords, they leave the care of the troops, and nation 
the ſtudy of the rules of war, to thoſe unhappy men, who have no man w 
other claim to elevation than knowledge and bravery, and who, fot has be 
want of relations in the ſenate, are condemned to linger out then of aPP 
lives at their quarters, amuſe themſelves with recounting their actions Did 
and ſufferings in former wars, and with * in the papers d lallies 
i Ws 3k ene Lords, 
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ſaw a battle. 

For this reaſon, my- Lads, preferments in the army, Jnflead of 
being conſidered as proofs of merit, are looked on only as badges of 
dependence; nor can apy thing be inferred from the promotion of an 


officer, but that he is in ſome degree or other allied to ſome member 


of the ſenate, or the leading voters of a horough. 


After this manner, my Lords, has the army been Hodel n 
on theſe principles has it ſubſiſted for the laſt and the preſent reign 


neither myſelf, nor any other general officer, have been conſulted in 


me diſtribution of commands, or any part of military regulations. 


Our armies have known no other power than that of the ſecretary of 
war, who directs all their motions, and fills up every W with- 
out oppoſition, a and without appeal. | 


But never, my Lords, was his power more ; conſpicuous, than in 


raiſing the levies of laſt year; never was any authority more deſpo- 


tically exerted, or more tamely ſubmitted to; never did any man 
more wantonly ſport with his command, or more capricioufly diſ- 
poſe of poſts and preferments ; never did any tyrant appear to ſet 


cenſure more openly at defiance, treat murmurs and remoriſtrances 


with greater contempt, or with more confidence and ſecurity diſtri- 
bute poſts among his ſlaves, without any other reaſon of nn | 


than his own uncontroulable pleaſure, 

And ſurely no man, my Lords, could have maile chaics of ach 
wretches for military commands, but to ſhew that nothing but his 
own private inclinations ſhould influence his conduct, and that he con- 
ſidered himſelf as ſupreme and unaccountable: for we have ſeen, 
my Lords, the ſame animals to-day cringing behind a counter, and 


to-morrow ſwelling in a military dreſs; we have ſeen boys ſent from 


ſchool in defpair of improvement, and entruſted with military com- 
mand; fools that cannot learn their duty, and children that cannot 


perform it, have been indiſcriminately promoted; the droſs of the 
nation has been ſwept together to compoſe our new forces, and everx 


man who was two ſtupid or itifamous to learn'or carry on a trade, 
has been placed by this great diſpoſer of honours above the neceſſity 
of application, or the reach of cenſure. ä 

Did not ſometimes indignation, and ſometimes ly; check the 


allies of mirth, it would not be a diſagreeable entertainment, my 
Lords, to obſerve, in_the Park, the yarious appearances of theſe rau 


Os es | commanders 
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.eommanders,. when they are oe their: new ſcarlet to view, 
and ſtrutting with the firſt raptures of ſudden. elevation; to ſee the 
mechanic new modelling his mien, and the ſtripling tottering benexz 
the weight of his cockade ; or to bear, the converſation of thek 
new adventurers, and the inftruQtive. . of een and! 


ſhop-keepers. But, 
I take this opportunity, my Lene of clearing myſelf from a ad are + 
ſuſpicion . of having contributed by my. advice to this ſtupendou are now 
collection. I only once interpoſed with the recommendation of ii forces, 
young gentleman who had learned his profeſſion i in two campaign methods 
among the Muſcovians, and whom yet neither his own deſert, not to reſiſt 
my patronage. could advance to a commiſſion. And, I believe, my iff miſeries 
Lords, all the other general officers were equally unconſulted, au Ther 
would, if their advice had been aſked, 9 have eee the firſt is, 
meaſures that have been purſued. men to 
But thus, my Lords, were our new repiments compleated, in By r2 

| which, of two hundred and fifty officers who have ſubſiſted upon half. Wl miniſter 
pay, only thirty-ſix have been promoted, though ſurely they might I ment © 
have pleaded a juſter claim to employment who had learned their Wi court, 
profeſſion in the ſervice of their country, and had long languiſhed WM with to: 
in penury, than thoſe who had neither knowledge nor Capacity, By th 
who had neither acted nor ſuffered any thing, and who might have we ſhal 


been deſtined to the hammer or the plough, without any diſreputte fideratic 
tion to their families, or diſappointment to themſelves. / of our 
1 have been told, indeed, my Lords, that to ſome of theſe officers the ney 
commiſſions were offered, which they refuſed, and for this refuſal WM diſtribu 
every reaſon is alleged but the true : ſome, indeed, excuſed them- duty, \ 
ſelves as diſabled by age and infirmities from military ſervice ; nor every n 
can any objection be made to ſo juſt a plea, For how could thoſe be Wl bitious 
refuſed in their age the comforts of eaſe and repoſe, ws 118 ſerved in the: 
their country with their youth and vigour? £1 If it 
- | Others there are, my Lords, who refuſed commiſſions upon mo- ¶ then be 
tives very different, in which, nevertheleſs, ſome juſtice cannot be that tt 
denied. They who had long ſtudied and long practiſed their pro- Wi numbe 
feſſion; they, who had tried their courage in the breach, and given WM the cor 


proofs of their {kill in the face of the enemy, refuſed to obey the of the 
command of novices,” of tradeſmen, and of ſchool- boys: they ima- Wl aſſiſted 
gined, my Lords, that they ought to govern thoſe whom they ſhould WM but fey 


be obliged to inſtruc, and to lead thoſe at whom they mult range 
f | i in 
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in order. But they bad forgot that they had Sut-Rved the tine when 


I. ſoldier was formed by ſtudy and experience, and had not heard in 


their retreats, that a colonel or a captain was now formed in a day; ; 
and therefore, when they ſaw and heard their new commanders, 
they retired back to their half-pay, with ſurprize and indignation, © 

But, my Lords, the follies of laſt year cannot be eaſily rectified, 
and are only now to be expoſed that they may not be repeated. If we 
are now to make new levies, and encreaſe the number of our land- 
ſorces, it is, in my opinion, incumbent upon us to conſider by what 

methods we may beſt augment our troops, and how we may be able 
to reſiſt our foreign enemies, without expoſing the nation to inteſtine 
miſeries, and leaving our liberties at the merey of the court. 

There are, my Lords, two methods of increaſing our 9 3 rhe: 
frſt is, that of raiſing new regiments; the _ of — new 
men to thoſe which already ſubſiſt, Pg 4 1 

By raiſing new regiments, my Lords, we ſhall ly e FM 
miniſter with the diſtribution of new commiſſions, and the eſtabliſn- 
ment of new dependents ; we ſhall enlarge the influence. of the 
court, and increaſe the charge of the nation, which is already loaded | 
with too many taxes to ſupport any unneceſſary expence. | 

By the other method, of adding a hundred men to every company, 
we ſhall not only fave the pay of the officers, which is no ſlight con- 
ſideration, but, what ſeems, if the reports raiſed by the miniſtry, 
of our preſent danger, be true, of far more importance, ſhall form 
the new forces with more expedition into regular troops; for, by 
diſtributing them among thoſe who are already inſtructed in their 
duty, we ſhall give them an opportunity of hourly improvement, 
every man's comrade will be his maſter, and every one will de am- 
bitious of forming himſelf by the example of thoſe who have been 


[ 


in the army longer than themſelves. 0 rr 1 7 


If it be objected, my Lords, that the a of officers will not 
then bear a juſt proportion to that of the ſoldiers, it may be anſwered | 
that the foreign troops of the greateſt reputation have no greater 
number of officers, as every one muſt know Who is acquainted with 
the conſtitution of the moſt formidable armies of Europe. Thoſe 
of the Pruſſian monarch, or of the various nations by which we were 


aſſiſted in the late war, either as confederates or mercenaries, have 


but few een. And, I very well remember, my Lords, that when 
H 3 ever 
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ever they were joined by parties of our own nation, the inequality 
in the number of the officcrs produced conteſts and diſputes. 
The only troops of Europe, my Lords, that ſwarm with officen 
are thoſe of France, but even theſe have fewer officers in proportion 
to their private men in time of war; for when they diſband any 
part of their forces, they do not like us reduce their officers to half 
pay, but add them to the regiments not reduced, that the families of 
their nobility, may not be burthened with needy dependents, and tha 
they may never want officers for new levies. 

There are many reaſons, my Lords, that make this praftice in 

France more reaſonable than it would be in our kingdom. It is the 
chief view of their governors to continue abſolute, and therefor 
their conftant endeavour to keep great numbers in dependence it 
ought to be our care to hinder the increaſe of the influence of the 
Court, and to obftry& all meaſures that may extend the authority of 
the miniftry; and therefore thoſe meaſures are to be purſued by which 
independence and liberty will be moſt ſupported. - 

It is likewiſe to be remembered, my Lords, that a French officer 
is ſupported with pay not much larger than that of a private ſol- 
dier among us, and that therefore the argument which ariſes from 
the neceſſity of frugality is not of the ſame force in both nations. 
There is yet another reaſon why the French are under the neceſlity 
of employing more officers than any other nation: the ſtrength of 
their armies conſiſts in their gentlemen, who cannot be expected to 
ſerve without ſome command: the common ſoldiers of the F rench 
army are a mean, ſpiritleſs, deſpicable herd, fit only to drudge as pi- 


oneers, to raiſe intrenchments and to dig mines, but without 


courage to face an enemy, or to proceed with vigour in the face of 
danger. 

Their gentlemen, my Lards, are of a very different ebaradi; 
| jealous of their honour, and conſcious of their birth, eager of diſtine- 
tion, and ambitious of preferment. They have commonly thei! 
education in the army, and have no expectations of acquiring for- 
tunes equal to their deſires by any other profeſſion, and are therefore 
Intent upon the improvement of every opportunity which is offerel 
them of increaſing their knowledge and exalting their reputation. 

Ta the ſpirit of theſe men, my Lords, are the French armies in- 
_ tibied for all their viRories, and to them is to be attributed the 
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preſent perfection of the art of war. They have the vigilance and 
rſeverance of Romans pes with the nevira Air and ee 
tion of their own nation. 

We are therefore not to ae my FRAY chat chen is in the 
French armies an eſtabliſnment for more gentlemen than in other 
countries, where the diſparity between the military virtues of the 
higher and lower claſſes of men is leſs conſpicuous, In the troops of 
that nation nothing is expected but from the officers, but in ours the 
common ſoldier meets danger with equal intrepidity, and ſcorns to ſee 
himſelf excelled by his officer in courage or in zeal. N 

we are therefore, my Lords, under no neceſſity of ee . 
our country with the expence of new commiſſions, which in the 
army will be ſuperfluous, and in the ſtate dangerous, as they will fill 
our ſenate with new dependents, and our corporations with new, ad- 
berents to the miniſter, whoſe | ſteady perſeverance in his favourite 
ſcheme of fenatorial ſubordination, vill be perhaps the only occaſion 


of theſe new levies, or at leaſt has hindered the right application of 


our ſtanding troops. For what reaſon, my Lords, can invention or 
imagination aſſign, why the troops who had been for ſome time di- 
ſciplined were not rather ſent to the aſſiſtance of Vernon than the new 
marines, except that ſome of them were commanded by men who 
had obtained ſeats in the other houſe, and who by their ſettled ad- 
herence and avowed fidelity to the miniſter had recommended them- 
ſelves too powerfully to be. raſhly expoſed in the ſervice of their 
country to the bullets of the Spaniards. 

So great, my Lords, has been the miniſter's regard to ſenatorial 
abilities, and ſo ſtrict his gratitude to his friends, that I know of 
but one member of the other houſe that has been hazarded in this 
expedition, and he a hopeleſs, abandoned patriot, inſenſible of the 
capacity or integrity of our miniſtry, and whom nothing has been 
able to reconcile to our late meaſures. He therefore, who has never 
exerted himſelf in defence of the miniſtry,” was in his turn thought 
unworthy of miniſterial protection, and was ret uh. to the chance | 
of war without reluctance. 5 

But I hope your Lacdfhipe will © concur 120 me in dae opinion, 
that it is not always neceſſary to gratify the miniſtry, but that our 
country claims ſome part of our regard, and therefore that in eſtab- 
lihing our army we ſhould purſue that method which may be moſt 
accommodated to our conflitution, and, inſtead of 1 imitating the mili- 
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tary they of the French, follow the eee of _ -nations by 
whoſe troops they have been conquered. 


W b * 4 TE 


Had this ſcheme been hitherto followed, nad our new mia; in. 


Kead of being put under the command of boys, been diſtributed in 
Juſt proportions among the ſtanding! regiments, where they might 
won have been qualified for ſervice by the inſpection of 'experienced 
officers, we might now have ſeen an army capable of awing-the court 
of Spain into ſubmiſſion, or, if our demands had been ſtill refuſed, 
of revenging our IN and an e war have TG and 
1 us. | 

From an army ths raiſed and diſciplined, e pL 
ought! to have been ſent on board of all our fleets, and particularly 
that which is now ſtationed in the Mediterranean, which would not 
then have coaſted about from one port to another, without hurting 
or frighting the enemy, but might by fudden deſcents have ſpread 
terror through a great part of the kingdom, harraſſed their troops by 
continual marches, and by frequent incurſions have plundered all the 


maritime provinces, driven the inhabitants into * inland country, 


135 laid the villages in aſhes. | 

There is yet, my Lords, no appearance of a penee; for b bur Tod 
105 has not enabled us to preſeribe terms, and J hope we are not 
yet fallen ſo low as to receive them; it is therefore proper to form 


; ſuch reſolutions as may influence the conduct of the war, and enable 


us to retrieye the errars of our paſt meaſures. 


The miniſter, my Lords, is not without panegyriſts, who may 
perhaps endeavour to perſuade us, that we ought to reſign all our 


underſtandings to his ſuperior wiſdom, and blindly truſt our fortunes 


and our liberties to his unſhaken integrity. They will in proof of 
his abilities produce the wonderful dexterity and penetration which 
the late negotiations have diſcovered, and will eonfirm the reputa- 


tion of bis integrity by the conſtant parſimony of all his ſchemes, and 


the unwillingneſs with rel he at my time Increaſes the Pester 
of the nation. 3 

But, my Lords, it is the coke duty of, your high Sativa to \ watch 
over the adminiſtration, and to warn thaſe, who are more imme- 
diately jntruſted with the public affairs, againſt meaſures which may 
endanger the ſafety or happineſs of the nation; and, therefore, if [ 


have proved to. your Lordſhips, that to raiſe new regiments is dan- 


ens to our liberties, that a, mul Wat e of officers iy of nd ue in 
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„and that an army may be 1 diſcipline by 1255 


ing new men to every company, I hope your Lordſhips will agree to 


is reſolution, which I have drawn up with the Oe ne 
f which the meaning cannot be miſtaken'; - ' 5 


That the augmenting the army by railings regiments, a it'is the | 
moſt unneceſſary and expenſive method of augmentation, is alſo the | 


moſt dangerous to the liberties of the nation. 


The DUKE of NEWCASTLE next ſpoke to this fe ur 


Lords, as my education and employments have afforded me no op- 
portunity of acquiring any ſkill in military affairs, it will not be ex- 


Ipected by your Lordſhips, that I ſhould be able to confute the argu- | 


ments of the noble duke, whoſe acknowledged ſuperiority in the 


art of war, and the abilities which he has diſplayed in the adminiſtra- 8 


tion of every province which he has n een ns him a claim to 
the higheſt deference. - 7 

But, my Lords, as [cannot aſſume the province of diſputing on 
this queſtion, ſo I cannot without longer conſideration form any re- 


ſolution concerning it; for arguments may be fallacious which yet 1 | 


cannot confute, and to a7 880 without e is no _ weak 
than to cenſure. 
There is not any Preſent av my "_ of Nita a reſolu- 


tion on this ſubject ; we are not now called upon particularly to con- 


ſider it, and certainly it cannot be prudent by ſo determinate a deci- 
ſion, pronounced without reflection or deliberation, to ere a 
fuller examination of this important queſtion. | 

 Lokp CARTERET roſe and ſpoke in this manner: my Londs: the 
noble duke who made the preſent motion has ſupported it by ſuch 
ſtrength of argument, and ſo fully explained the advantages of the 


method which it tends to recommend, that not only the preſent 


age but poſterity may probably be indebted to him, for juſter notions 


of a military eftabliſhment, than have been yet attained eben oF; 


thoſe whoſe profeſſion obliges them to ſuch enquiries, 

Nor, my Lords, could we expect leſs from his long a 
extenſive capacity, experience gained in the heat of war, and in the 
midſt of danger; a capacity not only cultivated by ſolitary diſquiſi- 


tions in retirement and ſecurity, * e e 1 difficulties and 


quickened by oppoſition. 
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juſtly mae the noble duke the oracle of war, and — him the 


- eſteem and reverence of all the powers upon earth. 5 
As I did not receive from my education any military knowledge, [ 


am not able to add much to the arguments which your Lordſbig 


have already heard; but nevertheleſs, having been under the neceſ. 
ſity of regulating the army when I had the honour to be emplohel 
in Ireland, and having made, in thoſe countries where J tranſaQe 
the buſineſs of the crown, ſome obſervations upon the different form 
of military eſtabliſnments, I hope [ ſhall be allowed to offer what 
my experience or my remarks may ſuggeſt to Mp in nm of 
the ſentiments: of the noble duke. | 

When I was in Ireland, my Lords, the troops of that kingdn 
conſiſted of twenty-one regiments of which ten were, as laſt year 
brought into Britain, and the Triſh forces were to be filled up by 

new levies, which were raiſed in the manner now propoſed, by in. 
creaſing every regiment from three hundred and forty to fix hundred 
men, ſo that the eleven regiments remaining compoſed. a body of 
nearly the ſame number with the twenty-one. etal as formerly 
conſtituted. _ , 

Of the Swediſh eſtabliſhment, my Lords, the reputation and 
ſucceſs of their troops are an uncontrovertible vindication, and! 
have often had an opportunity of comparing the number of officen 
with that of ours, and found their private men to oy far more nu- 
merous in proportion to the officers. 

In Hanover, my Lords, I have ſeen his majeſty s troops wd 
able for the elegance of their appearance, and being once aſked by the 
commander at what expence one of thoſe gallant troopers and his 
horſe was ſupported, was told, after confeſſing my ignorance, that 
he colt no more than fourteen pounds a year, who could not in this 

co be maintained for leſs than forty. 1 

] believe, my Lords, that the French forces are not i more expens 
five than thoſe of Hanover, and therefore we e by no means to im 
tate their eſtabliſhment, for the price of proviſions and habits of lif 
do not admit of any diminution of the pay of either our officers 0 
ſoldiers, and we can only leſſen our expences by reducing their num: 
bers, to which I ſhall for my part moſt willingly contribute. 

But as this, my Lords, is not the proper time for diſbanding ont 
ſorees, of which the preſent ſtate of our affairs may perhaps demand 
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ih that of foreign troops, and ſupply by prudent methods the dif. 


advantages to which we are ſubjeQ by the peculiar condiden of cur 


country. For if the F rench can ſupport an army at a fourth part of 


our expeuce; what muſt be the conſequence of a war, ſuppoſing the 


wealth of the two nations nearly equal? It will be to little purpoſe 
that we boaſt, however juſtly, of the ſuperiority of our troops; for 
though it ſhould be granted that the Britiſh cannot be reſiſted by an 


equal number, yet it can never be expected that they ſhould congu # 


troops four times as numerous as themſelves. 


Thus, my Lords, it appears with all the evidence of 3 | 


demonſtration, that the method now propoſed is highly expedient, 
nor can any objection, in my opinion, be made to the e 
olfered to your Lordſhips. 

That this is not a proper time for this enquiry. has hin indeed 
urged, but ſurely no time can be more proper than when we may, by 


a reſolution unanimouſly paſſed, regulate in ſome degree the con- 


duct of the other houſe, and hint to them the opinion of this aſſembly 
on a queſtion which is perhaps to-morrow to be brought before 
them, 

Lord Cole LET then ſpoke thus: 1 Lords, chough 1 
was once honoured with a command in the army, and conſequently 
ought to have attained ſome military knowledge, yet I have ſo long 
reſigned my commiſſion, poſſeſſed it for ſo ſhort a time, and have ſuf- 
fered my attention to be diverted from enquiries on that ſubject by em- 
ployments of ſo different a kind, that I cannot preſume to oppoſe any 
knowledge of my own to the reaſons which have been offered; but 
| cannot think that the concluſions drawn by the noble duke, are ſo 
evidently true as to force conviction, and exclude all poſſibility of 
reply; nor can I conceive it conſiſtent with the dignity of this aſ- 
ſembly, to yield implicitly to any man's aſſertions, or to paſs any re- 
lation without an accurate enquiry. 


Some objections, my Lords, ariſe upon reflection from my narrow 


obſervation and tranſient reading, and theſe I ſhall lay before your 
lordſhips, with an open acknowledgement of my inſufficiency to dif - 
culs the queſtion, aud a nd deſire of pn EE where I may 
de miſtaken. | 

The ſubordination of the army, my 1 appears to me in ge- 
"= to be ä maintained nor * it ever infringed but by 
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— 7 ae ern on 


D ATE Tse 4 


the foreign troops, may be allowed to have ſome knowledge of ti . 


eftablimen 


4 


} 


by, 
4 
3 
2 


” 


4A. 174 
particular derdkeltty, that can never be prevented, or à caſual differ. eſtabliſl 
ence in the circumſtances of the officers, which, though not relate mation 
to their military charaQters, "wall On at rr ſome e of. * Lord 
fluence. 0 1 LH Nenn pute an! 

I know not; my Wess how the general begeben of our fore higheſt 
aa the diſtribution of military honours,” can be condemned. withou purſued 
extending ſome degree of cenſure to a perſon who ought not to hy difficult 
mentioned as concurring in any meaſures injurious to the publick Mvithout 
Our army, my Lords, is maintained by the parliament, but com. meaſure 
manded by the king, who has not either done or enved: "wy Gin raiſing f 
of which his people may juſtly complain. = moſt eli 

Here the duke of ARE interrupted him dts FRE: it is ne. put in 
ceſſary to clear myſelf from miſrepreſentations, and to pteſerve Powers 
the ſame time the order of this aſſembly, by reminding the noble Lord 
' Jord, that his majeſty i is never to be introduced into our debates, be. for my e 
cauſe he is never to be charged with wrong, and by declaring to you the two 
lordſhips, that I impute no part of the errors committed in the re thod pro 

= gulation of the army to his majeſty, but to thoſe miniſters, whok even thc 
ſp 1 duty it is to adviſe him, and whom the law condemns to anſwer be has ft 
10 | the conſequences of their counſels, + _ | Frugs 
ny 4 Lord CHoLMONDELEY reſumed:- My 1 if I eee benz. A N 
— 4 any affertion of the noble duke, it was by miſapprehenſion, or fai the publ. 
. 1 lure of memory, and not by malice or deſign; and if in any other ob- bet tend 
1 ; jections which I ſhall make, I ſhall fall into any error of the ſame life, lo 
WF 4 kind, I deſire-that i it may be aſcribed to the ſame cauſe. ſupplied; 
i 4 The ignorance and inexperience of our preſent officers ed Fortpiled 
68 been expoſed with great gaiety of imagination, and with. the tru lufcient 
Wig, ; ſpirit of ſatirical rhetoric, nor can I preſume to ſupport then Whet! 
we ' againſt ſo formidable cenſures. But, my Lords, I cannot di- ere all 
4 | cover any method of protracting the lives of our old officers beyond Lords, u 
14 ; the uſual term, nor of ſupplying the loſs of thoſe whom death take cruel and 
1 away from the army, but by ſubſtituting others, 8 as they hate ew reg! 
WW ſeen no wars, can have little experience. | Oppoſed ; 
j 4.8 With regard to the. number of officers in the foreign: troops, I bart the 385 
* ip | been informed, that they were by an expreſs ſtipulation to be con- Lord E 
1 { ſtituted in the ſame manner with the Britiſh and Dutch forces. any ſuperi 
we Then the duke of ARGYLE again interrupted him :---My Lords Put have 
5 » as it was my province in the late war to ſuperintend the payment of pay other 
NR 
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eſtabliſnment, and hope 1 ſhall not be imagined to * . infor- N 
mation on that ſubject. „ = 

Lord CHOLMONDELEY dad M's 1 I PAY not hs Jet diſ- 
pute any aſſertion of the noble duke, for whoſe knowledge I have the 
higheſt veneration, but only to offer ſuch hints for enquiry as may be 
purſued by other lords of greater abilities, and to ſhew, that as ſome 
difficulties may be raiſed, the reſolution, ought not to be agreed to 
without farther deliberation; ſince it not only tends to preſcribe the 
meaſures which ſhall be hereafter taken, and - prohibit a method of 
raiſing forces, which, when diligently examined, may perhaps appear 


Inoſt eligible, but to cenſure the methods, which, when they were 


put in practice the laſt year, received the apgrobetion of all the 


powers of the legiſlature, _ 
Lord WESTMORELAND ſpoke next as follows .--My Lords, I have 


for my own ſatisfaction ſtated the difference of the expence between 


the two methods of raiſing forces, and find it fo great that the me- 
thod propoſed. by the noble duke ought undoubtedly to be preferred, 
even though it were attended with ſome i inconvenience, from which 
he has ſhewn it to be free. 7 
F rugality, my Lords, is one of the chief virtues of an 1 
tion; a virtue without which no government can be long ſupported: 
the publick expence can never be too accurately computed, orghe 
firſt tendency to profuſion too rigorouſly oppoſed; for, as in private 
life, ſo in political oeconomy, the demands of neceſſity are boo, 
ſupplied; but if once the calls of wantonneſs and caprice are 
complied with, no limits can be fixed, nor will any treaſure be 
ſuſicient,- _ | 
Whether the burthens under which the oeobls; are now coiling 
were all impoſed by neceſſity, I will not enquire, but I think, my 


— 


Lords, we may readily determine, that whatever i is not neceſſary is 
cruel and oppreſſive, and that therefore, ſince the expence of raiſing 
new regiments appears at leaſt not to be neceſſary, it ought to be 
oppoſed; and how can it be oppoſed more , or * than 
dy the noble duke's reſolution ? 


Lord Hervey ſpoke to this effect :--- My 125 I do not cli. 


any ſuperiority of knowledge in any affairs that relate to the publick, 
but have leſs acquaintance with the military eſtabliſhment than with 


any other part of the government, and can therefore neither oppoſe 


the reſolution now 3 to your lordſhips by ſuch arguments as may 


: * 


* 


2170 5 * s AT Rr oO * 2 [oxc. 
i ee en nor agree to it 1 with that en convidtin 


which the importance of it ſeems to require. 


That the chief argument which has been produced 48215 ri 

_ newregiments, is leſs formidable than it has been repreſented, yill, 
believe, appear to your Lordſhips, when it is conſidered that the 
officers are always gentlemen of the firſt families in the empit, 
who, therefore, cannot be ſuppoſed voluntarily to give up their 
relations and poſterity to the power of any miniſtry, or, for the ſale 
of their commiſſions, to betray that conſtitution by which their ol 


properties are ſecured. 
Whether every other argument may not with equa] juſtice be con. 
troverted, is not, without longer conſideration, poſſible to be deter 
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mined, and therefore it cannot be reaſonably expected that hole n 
ſhould agree to the reſolution, which would be only to decide with. hey did 
out examination, and to determine what we don't underſtand ; nd were 
I am under no apprehenfior? of being imagined to refle& unjuſtly a viningly 
f this aſſembly, in ſuppoſing that many of your Lordſhips may be yengeanc 
| ſtrangers to the queſtion, which, when the laſt levies were made, vo BW hey wor 
1 neither diſcuſſed nor propoſed. ted to th 
10 1 therefore move, that the previous queſtion may be put, Which degre 
1 may perhaps gain time ſufficient for a ee OF upon thiol ntly pe 
4 : | inſÞortant ſubject. would gl 
0 Lon TarLeor' replied to this purport :— My Lords, if, u That! 
3 6 Wade of ſome noble lords, I profeſs my ignorance of the ſubje proving 
44 on which I am to ſpeak, may it not yet be allowed me, after the e pundatie 
. ample of bthers. to employ the little knowledge which 1 have in the injure ou 
Es defence of a reſolution, which appears to have no other tendency that rewards 
11 6 the advantage of the publick, and to ſhew my zeal for the happinehW in "Pp 
14 i of my country, though N without the true knowledge of i purchaſe 
Gi 4 | _ Intereſt? | | By the 
ik 3 5 | The noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, is too great a 4 of eloquen corruptic 
1 | not to be heard with all the attention which pleaſure naturally pro- Thoſe 
1 | duces, and a reaſoner too formidable not to raiſe in his hearers al preker 
1 the anxiety which is produced by the fear of being deceived by pail A; they 
1 tial repreſentations, and artful deductions. I am always afraid, m ati," 
1 | Lords, left error ſhould appear too much like truth in the ornament T their 42 
Rf which his Lordfkip's imagination may beſtow, and leſt ſophiſty in the c. 
1 


ſhould dazzle my under ftanding whiltt I imagine 2 25 only guided 
| by the light of reaſon, . 
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nade to the method of raiſing new regiments, were not produced 
aſt year upon 2 like occaſion, I know not, indeed, what can be 


rror once admitted is to become perpetual. _ 
But, my Lords, another reaſon may be aſſigned for which the 


be con. 
De deter. 
that we 
le with. 
nd; f@ 
uſtly on 
may be 
ade, wa 


ry, after a long courſe of diſgraceful negotiations, and artful delays, 
pere, at length, compelled to a war, by the general clamours of the 
phole nat ion; but they acted as men unwilling to execute what 
hey did not approve. They proceeded ſo ſlowly in their preparations, 
ind were ſo languid in all their motions, that it was evident how 
jillingly they would have improved every opportunity of retarding the 
yengeance which they were forced to threaten; and with what artifices 


ted to thoſe by whom they were oppoſed. It was, therefore, to the 


„which gt degree improper to embarraſs their meaſures of themſelves ſuffici- 


pon this 
would gladly be ſtopped. 


If, u That the army is filled with bee is Fs "IA wy Lords; from 


> egg proving that there is nothing to be feared from it, that it is the only 
the e 'oundation of all our ſollicitude. For none but gentlemen can 5 
e in the injure our liberties, and while the poſts of the army are beſtowed as 
w 2 rewards of ſenatorial ſlayery, gentlemen will always be found who 
en will be corrupted themſelves, and can corrupt a borough ; who will 
Af. purchaſe a vote in the houſe, and ſell it for military preferments, 

By the poſts of the army the ſenate may be corrupted, and by the 
1555 corruption of the ſenate the army be perpetuated. 
. Li Fl Thoſe, my Lords, who are the warmeſt opponents of the army, 
by ol apprehend not any danger from their ſwords, but from their votes. 
4 * As they have been of late regulated without diſciptine or ſubordi- 
24 nation, I ſhould not feel ſuch anxiety at ſeeing them led on by 
opbiltyl their new commanders againſt a body of honeſt ploughmen, united 

1 in the cauſe of virtue and of 2 I ſhould with great alacrity 
25 | * 
101 


His Lordſhip has adhd; that the. objefions which are pour 
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oferred from this aſſertion; for ſurely it will not ct thats an 


bjections that occurred laſt year might not be produced. The minifſ- 
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hey would have protracted any delay, which they could have impu- 


ntly perplexed, or” to lay any obſtacle i in the way * thoſe who | 
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life is known to have been ſpent. 


4. 174 
draw: my ſword againſt them, and ſhould "ip t doubt of f being g they nor wol 
in a ſhort time heap'd upon our fields. ; angued 


But, my Lords, they are employed to ruin us bo a more 45 an 
filent method; they are directed to influence their relations in ih 
ſenate, and to ſuborn the voters in our ſmall towns; they are if 
perſed over the nation to inſtil dependence, and being enſlayed they 


The 
with th 
ſpicuity 
ſoning r 


| ſelves, willingly undertake the propagation of ſlavery. 215 iar to h 
That the army is inſtrumental in extending the influence. of ul in tl 
miniſtry to the ſenate, cannot be denied, when military prefermemi others m 
ate held no longer than while he that poſſeſſes them gives a ſandtiaul Nope tha 


by his vote to the meaſures of the court; when no degree of mei ccur to 
is ſufficient to balance a ſingle act of ſenatorial oppoſition, and wh ny con! 
the nation ĩs rather to be left to the defence of boys, than the tainiWenother, 
_ ſuſpected of miſconduct. ect the r 
Could either bravery: or n a or pelt ſerview Every 
known fidelity to his majeſty, or the moſt conſpicuous Capacity pinion, 
for high truſt, have ſecured any man in the enjoyment of his poſt Juainted 
the noble duke who made the motion, had carried his command e an in 
nis grave, nor had the nation now been. n either of his am owever. 
oe his counſels. - | ure ſome 
But, as he has now offered his advice to Bis country, a ſupported ime fo l. 
| 8 opinion with proofs from reaſon and experience, which even The o 
thoſe who oppoſe them have confeſſed themſelves unable to anſwer ave hear 
as the juſtneſs. of his reaſoning, and the extent of his knowledge llitary e 
have ſilenced thoſe whoſe prejudices will not ſuffer them to o,, e 31 
' themſelves convinced; let us not, my Lords, reje& what we cal ormity of 
not condemn, nor ſuffer our country to be defrauded of the adware our f 
tage of this reſolution, 10 that low ſenatorial craft, the previouſ their ſe. 
queſtion. nowledge 
Then the Marcos ſpoke to the following purpoſe: Met deg: 
Lords, I am far from ſuſpecting, that an open profeſſion of my 1t ut that tl 
ability to examine the queſtion before us, in its full extent, will be wolves by 
imputed to an affectation of modeſty, ſince any knowledge of millW*"'*ty of 
tary affairs could not be acquired in thoſe ſtations in which I hae man 
been placed, or by thoſe ſtudies in which the greateſt 22 of mf . a, 
e ch 


It will not be expected, my Lords, that I ſhould attempt a formil Frongly 0 


confutation of the noble Duke's poſitions, or that I ſhould be abetution, 


orm, witl 
nt motio 
Vol. 1 


to defend my own opinion againſt his knowledge and experience; 
| vol 


— 
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Die, g 
12 thin nor would I, my. Lords, expoſe myſelf to the conduc of _— ha- 
iangued upon war in the preſence of Hannibal. 

The noble duke has explained his ſentiments to your Lordſhips 


vith the utmoſt accuracy of method, and the moſt inſtructive per- 


low an 
s inthe 
are dis 
d thenWMWoning rarely to be found, and with an extent of knowledge pecu- 
I ir to himſelf. Yet, my Lords, as his arguments, however power- 


* el in themſelves, do not ſtrike me with the ſame force with which 


fermen 

ſanction Nope that your Lordſhips will allow me to mention ſuch objections as 

of men pccur to me, that in voting on this queſtion I may at leaſt preſerye 

1d ubeny conſcience from violation, and neither adopt the opinion of 
another, however great, without examination, nor —— re- 


ne mini. 
| ect the means of conviction. 
Every lord who has ſpoken either in ſupport of the ac duke's 
pinion, or in oppoſition to it, has confeſſed that he is very little ac- 
quainted with the ſubject of our debate; and it may not therefore 
e an improper or uſeleſs attempt, if I endeavour by objections, 
owever injudicious, or by arguments however inconcluſive, to pro- 
ure ſome illuſtration of a queſtion ſo e and at the ſame 


ime ſo little underſtood. 


ſervicey 
Capacity 
his poſ, 
nand 90 
is army 


zpported 
ch evet 
anſwer; 
wicdze 
to owl 


nilitary employments give them a juſt claim to authority in all queſ- 
ons which relate to the art of war; among whom TI find no uni- 
ormity of opinion with regard to the moſt proper method of augment- 
ng our forces. And, my Lords, when we obſerve thoſe to differ 
a their ſentiments, whoſe education, experience, and opportunities of 
nowledge have been nearly the ſame, and who have all obtained a very 


We cau- 
\ advan 
previou 


e: eat degree of reputation in their profeſſion, what can be inferred, 

my in- it that the queſtion is in its own nature obſcure and difficult ? That it 

will be wolyes a multitude of relations, and is diffuſed through a great 

of wil ariety of circumſtances? And that, therefore, it is prudent for 

- I bare man, who can judge only upon the authority of others, to 
ſpend his opinion? 


of af : | 
The chief argument, or that at leaſt which impreſſed itſelf molt 


a ſormiſfifrongly on my mind, againſt any innovation in our military con- 
be abe itution, was drawn from the ſucceſs of our armies in their preſent 
erience m, with that proportion of ſoldiers and officers, which the pre- 


not"t motion tends to aboliſh, Our forces, ſay the advocates for the 


Vol. I 5 1 preſent 


o—þ 


ſpicuity of language; he has enforced them with a ſtrength of rea- 


others may be affected, who are mere capable of receiving them, 1 


The objections, my Lords, which I ſhall produce, are fuch as. 1 
aye heard in converſation with thoſe whoſe long acquaintance with 
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preſent eſtabliſhment, have afforded us a ſufficient teſtimony of t 


. propriety of their regulation, by their frequent victories over troogy 
- whoſe diſcipline has been ſtudied with the utmoſt vigilance, and whid 


have been trained up to war with a degree of attention not diſh 
portioned to the mighty deſign for which they were Taiſed, the fl 


jection of the world, and attainment of univerſal monarchy. Te By tt 
troops, who have been taught, almoſt from their infancy, that cou empires 
dice and flight are the greateſt crimes, and perſuaded by national memory 
judices, and principles ſtudiouſly inſtilled, that no foreign foi inconve 
could withſtand them, have fled before equal numbers of Briton notwith 
- and been driven from one province to another, till, inſtead of gui governn 
Ing at general dominion, 122 were reduced to defend their vin quick!y 
and children. Ther 
How much of this ſucceſs was to be aſcribed to that part of M dangero 
regulation which this motion propoſes to be changed, it is not, n nation. 
Lords, within my province to determine; the great commander voi conſequ 
I have the honour to oppoſe, can beft explain to your Lordſhips own ſu; 
province of every officer in the field, and how far the number of it nary or 
feriour officers may influence the ſucceſs of a — and the fate of The 
kingdom. | | Lords, 
But to me, my Lords, the eſtabliſhment of our armies compriinl enemies 
different views, and connecting various ſubordinate regulation les, cg, 
may be compared to a medicine compoſed of different ingredient advanta 
and found infallibly efficacious in a dangerous diſeaſe, in whi tained, 
though ſome of the parts may ſeem to phyſicians of the profound be chan 
learning, ſuperfluous or improper, it would be no leſs than the fi enemies 
of preferring experiments te life, to make any alteration, crity, a 
The wantonnefs of innovation, my Lords, is a dangerous dill (.1,., a 
of the mind; in a private ſtation, it prompts men to be always d enperie 
contented with what they find, and to loſe the enjoyment of gol ance, w 
in ſearch of ſomething better; it incites them to leave the ſafe u Thu: 
beaten. tracks of life, in ſearch of thoſe which they imagil the arg 
nearer, but which are at beſt Jeſs ſecure, and which generally l. 9 IT 
them to points far different from that to which they originally uM {211 nc 
tended to direct their courſe, ſubordi; 
It is dangerous, my Lords, to admit any alteration which i: Whe 
abſolutely neceſſary, for one innovation makes way for ano chan ge 
The parts of a conſtitution, like a complicated machine, are fu but it; 
to each other, nor can one be changed n changing that wh neceflit 
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bib 4 
ny of {correſponds to it. This necellity is not always foreſeen, but when 
er troop diſcovered by experience is generally complied with ; for every man | 


ind wid is more inclined to hazard further changes, than to confeſs himſelf 


Dt difpra miſtaken by retracting his ſcheme. Thus, my Lofds, one change 
the sa introduces another, till the original conſtitution is entitely deſtroyed, 
7. T By the ambition of innovation, my Lords, have almoſt all thoſe 


at coul empires been deſtroyed, of which nothing now is left but the 


tional memory. Every human eſtabliſhment has its advantages and its 
en fore inconveniencies, and by weak attempts to remedy tlieſe defects, which 
f Brio notwithſtanding the utmoſt attention will embarraſs the machine of 


government, alterations have been introduced which have been 
quickly followed by a total diſſolution. 

There ſeem, my Lords, to be few regulations on which it is more 
dangerous to make experiments than on that of the armies of 2 
| nation. We are ſufficiently convinced how much of ſucceſs is the 
conſequence of courage, and that courage is only an opinion of our 
own ſuperiority, ariſing from certain circumſtances, er imagi- 


of or 200 
heir win 


rt of c 
not, n 
der who 
Iſhips th 
er of in 
fate of 


nary or real, 
The courage which at preſent animates our forces, ariſes, my 
Lords, from a very proper ground, their former victories over the 


ompriin enemies which they are now to combat, and will therefore, doubt= 
zulation8 jeg, continue while they can conſider themſelves as enjoying the ſame 
gredien i advantage with thoſe particular men by whom the victories were ob- 

n whi | 


tained, But, my Lords, if any eſſential part of their eſtabliſhment 
be changed, they will be conſidered, both by themſelves and their 
enemies, as a different army; they will then charge with leſs ala- 
crity, and be oppoſed with leſs dejection; they will conſider them- 
ſelves as fighting without that certainty of ſucceſs which ariſes from. 
experience, and their enemies will reſolve to try, by an obſtinate reſiſt- 
ance, whether they are now equally formidable as in their former ſtate. 
Thus, my Lords, I have attempted, however weakly, to repreſent 
the arguments which I have heard for the continuance of the eſta- 
blihment, of which your Lordſhips will examine the validity, and 
ſhall now proceed to conſider the noble duke's e of a yy 
ſubordination in time of peace. : 
Whether a ſtanding army in time of peace is made neceſſary to the 
change of conduct in foreign courts, it is now uſeleſs to enquire z - 
but it will be eaſily granted by your Lordſhips, that no motive but 
neceſſity, neceſſity abſolute and inevitable, ought to influence us to 
| 12 ſupport 
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ſupport a ſtanding body of regular forces, which have always berg 
accounted dangerous, and n found deſtructiue to a fig 
people. | 

The chief reaſon, my Lords, of the danger arifag * a ſtand. 
ing army, may be aſcribed to the circumſtances by which men, uh. 
ject to military laws, are diſtinguiſhed from other members of th, 
ſame community ; they are by the nature of martial government ex, 
poſed to puniſhment which other men never. incur, and tried by 
forms of a different and more rigorous kind than thoſe which ar 
practiſed by the civil power, They are, if not exempted from the 
juriſdiction of a magiſtrate, yet ſubje to another authority which 
they ſee more frequently and more ſeverely exerted, and which, 
therefore, they fear and reverence in a higher degree. They, hy 
entering into the army, lay aſide for the moſt part all proſpe& a 
advantage from commerce or civil employments, and, in a fey 
years, neither fear nor hope any thing but from the favour or dif. 
pleaſure of their own officers, 

For theſe, my Lords, or for other reaſons, the ſoldiers have al. 
ways been inclined to conſider themſelves as a body diſtinct from the 
reſt of 'the community, and. independent on it, a government regu- 
lated by their own laws, without regard to the general conftitution 
of their country ; they have, therefore, been ready to ſubvert the 
conſtitution from which they received little advantage, and to op- 
preſs the civil magiſtrates, for whom they had loſt their reverence. 

And bow ſoon, my Lords, might ſuch outrages be expected from 


| an army formed after the model of the noble duke, releaſed from the 


common obligations of ſociety, diſunited from the bulk of the na- 
tion, directed ſolely by their own officers, and ultimately com- 
manded by a man who had the right of commanding no other! 
Would they not ſoon conſider themſelves as a ſeparate community, 
whoſe intereſts were no leſs than their laws peculiar to themſelves ! 
Would they not conſider him from whom they received all their re- 
wards, and all their puniſhments, as the proper object of their ſu- 
preme regard, and endeavour to exalt him to the ſame dominion over 
others, which he enjoyed in regard to PIs that they might 
ſhare in his ſuperiority ? 

A body of men, my Lords, thus ſeparated from the reft of the 


people, muſt confider themſelves as either ennobled or degraded by 
uch diſtinction, and would ſoon find themſelves inclined to uſe the 
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power of their arms, either in the exertion of their privileges, or 
the revenge of their diſgrace. Then, my Lords, would they ſet at 
gefiance the laws of the nation, nor would one of theſe noble Lords 


be able to diſband, nor the other to reſiſt them. 


The army, my Lords, is, in time of peace, then beſt regulated A 


when it is kept under the ſtricteſt ſubordination to the civil power, 

that power which it is inſtituted to protect and to preſerve. S7 
Thus, my Lords, have I examined the propoſal and reaſons of 

the noble duke, perhaps not much to the information of your Lord- 


ſhips ; but it cannot be expected that any capacity ſhould be able, in 
an unexpected and ſudden debate, to diſpute on a ſubject, which the 


noble duke s education gave him particular opportunities of under- 
ſtanding far beyond almoſt every other man, and which he has had 


time to conſider with reſpect to this preſent motion. 


For this reaſon, my Lords, I cannot but think the previous queſ- 
tion highly expedient, but not for this reaſon alone ; for as the ſtate 
of the army, and the proper methods of augmenting it, are ſoon to 
be examined by the other houſe, to prejudice their determinations, 
may raiſe a conteſt about privileges, and oblige us either to perſiſt, 
for our own honour, in oppoſition to meaſures neceſſary to the ſecu- 
rity of the publick, or, in compliance with the preſent exigence, ac- 
cept their ſcheme however oppoſite to our own reſolution, 

Lord CARTERET ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: My Lords, the 
known abilities of that noble Lord incline me always to hear him 
with uncommon expectation and attention, which ſeldom fail to. be 
rewarded by ſuch pleaſure and information as few other men are able 
to afford. But his obſervations on the queſtion before us, my Lords, 
have only convinced me, that the greateſt abilities may be ſometimes 
betrayed into error, and the moſt candid diſpoſition be vitiated by 
accidental prejudices. For his own arguments neither appear juſt, 
nor his repreſentation impartial, of thoſe advanced 1 in fayour of the 
motion, | | | 

With regard to the number of officers neceſſary in time of war, 
bis Lordſhip aſſerted nothing from his own knowledge, nor do I be- 
lieve that any other lord will imagine himſelf qualified to diſpute 
with the noble duke upon queſtions purely military. His experience 


entitles him to the higheſt authoricy, in debates of this kind, and if 


every man has a claim to credit in his own profeſſion, ſurely, he 
Who has given evidence of his proficiency in the art of war in the 
13 eyes 
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eyes of e whole world, will not be denied in this houſe that ſupe. 
riority which would readily be allowed him in any. other part of thy 


And yetleſs, my Lords, can it be ſuſpeRed that he intends to dg 
ceive us, than that he can be deceived himſelf: for not only his Pros 
bity, his love of his country, and his fidelity to the crown, concur 
to ſecure him from any temptations to make an ill uſe of his credit, 


but his own intereſt obliges him to offer that ſcheme for the regu, wah 
lation of our forces, which in his own opinion will moſt certainly po 
contribute to their ſucceſs. For, it is not to be doubted, my Lords, bee ” 
that when we ſhall be engaged i in war too far for negociations add va 2] 
© conventions, when we ſhall be ſurrounded by enemies, and terrified KP" 
at the near approach of danger, he will be called upon to lead ou a f 
armies to battle, and attack once more thoſe enemies that have fled giſt; 0 
ſo often before him. i 
Then, my Lords; if he has contributed. to form a weak plan a 12 75 
our military canſtitution, muſt he atone for it with the loſs of his 44 5 
reputation; that reputation, for which he has undergone fo many The ; 
fatigues, and been expoſed to ſo many dangers, HARA 
But, my Lords, it is ridiculous to ſuſpe& where nothing appears F oe 
to proyoke ſuſpicion, and I am very far from imagining that the dane 1. l 
gers of innovation, however artfully. magnified, or the apprehenſion 7h 0 
of the ſoldiers, however rhetorically repreſented, will be thought of He 
any weight. TOY me 
The eſtabliſhment of the army, my Lords, is an innovation, and, $9 h 
as the noble Lord has juſtly repreſented it, an innoyation that threatens Be 
nothing leſs than the deſtruction of our liberties, and the diſſolution $f veg 
of our government. Our vigilance ought therefore, to be very anxi- E "4 y 
oully employed in regulating this new part of our government, and 33 
adapting it, in ſuch a manner, to the national conſtitution, that no 5 
detriment may ariſe from it, and that our civil rights may be pro· i F A 
tected, not oppreſſed, by the military power. 3 
To this purpoſe, ſays the noble Lord, the ſoldiers are to be fe- 3 
ſtrained by a due ſubordination to the magiſtrate, a poſition un- e 
doubtedly true, but now dene urged. For it was never con- As 10 
xroyerted by the noble perſon whoſe opinion he intended to oppoſe, Vs 
Should any man aſſert, my Lords, that the army ought to be out 15 


formed into a diſtin and independent ſociety, which ſhould receive Tue 
laws only from q council of war 2 and haye no other governor than 
| 1 | thei 
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beir officers, none ſhould: oppoſe ſuch an aſſertion with more ardour | 
r conſtancy than myſelf, but what was never advanced it is unne- | 
eſſary to confute. | 
Yet, my Lords, to obviate 1 2 1 i army which , 
are been ſo ſtrongly and juſtly repreſented, it is neceflary, not only 
hat a legal ſubordination to the civil authority be firmly eſtabliſhed, ; 
but that a perſonal dependence on the miniſtry be taken away. | 

How readily men learn to reverence and obey thoſe on whom their 
fortunes depend, has been already ſhewa by the noble Lord, and 
herefore it will follow, that a miniſter who diſtributes, preferments 
Wat his pleaſure, may acquire ſuch an influence in the army, as may 
be employed to ſecure himſelf from juſtice by the deſtruction of li- 
berty. And unleſs it can be proved · that no ſuch miniſter can ever 
exiſt ; that corruption, ambition, and perfidy, have place only in 


credit 
E fegu⸗ 
ertainly 
Lords, 
NS and 
terrified 


ead our 


ave f 
Wwe. the military race z every argument that ſhews the danger of an army 
| dependent only on the general, will ſhew the danger likewiſe of one 
plan of Te Poles, 
of hi dependent only on the miniſter, | 


The influence of the miniſter, my Lords, is known to ariſe from 5 


2 man 
the number of the officers, and to be proportioned to the value of the 


preferment, which it is in his power to beſtow: it is therefore evi- 


1ppears | 
1 dent, by adding new officers. to our army, we ſball throw weight 
** into the ſcale, which already is, at leaſt, an equal balance to our 
oht a conſtitution, and enable the miniſtry either to employ an army in 

| defence of their meaſures, or to obtain ſuch an influence in the ſe- 
PE nate as ſhall make any other ſecurity ſuperfluous, | 
SY Such, my Lords, is the danger of a multitude of officers, 1 | 
1ution i © which ſurely deſerves more attention, than the imaginary pre- 
1 judice of the ſoldiers in favour of the preſent eſtabliſhment; a pre- 
1 judice repreſented ſo powerful both in our own forces, and thoſe of 
5 5 our enemies, that the future. ſucceſs of our arms may probably de- 
e ho pend upon it. 

x Surely, my Lords, that cauſe may be allowed indefenſible which | 
be re- ſuch a patron defends ſo weakly, What can be more chimerical than 
— to imagine that men would lay down their arms, and forſake their 
We ſtandards, becauſe there are twenty more in a company than have for- 
3 | merly been? That ſuch a panic from ſuch a cauſe was never found, 
to be | need not prove, and [ ſcarce think it neceſſary to aſlert, that, with- 


out ſuppoſing a univerſal depravity of reaſon, it never can be found, 
The eſtabliſhment propoſed by the noble N is the ſame with 
5 4 ; er. at. 


eceive 
than 
thei 
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that of mf foreign troops, and particularly with that of his ma. 
jeſty's forces in his foreign dominions, and, therefore, cannot but 
be approved by him, if it ſhould be propoſed by your Lordſhips. For 
why ſhould he imagine a greater number of officers neceſſary to the 


troops of Britain, than to thoſe of any other nation, 


The expediency of the motion, my Lords, is, in my Luke 0 


obvious and inconteſtible as to require no farther conſideration, and 
therefore it is no argument againſt it, that we were not previouſy 
informed of the queſtion. 

Much leſs, my Lords, can I difcover the force of the aſſertion, 
that by ſuch a refolution we ſhall excite the diſpleaſure of the other 
| houſe; we have, my Lords, at leaſt an equal right with them to ex- 
amine any poſition relating to the publick fecurity, a right which 


we may exert with Jeſs danger of difgufting them, while they have 


yet formed no determination, and with leſs danger to the nation, 
than when their opinion, whatever it may be, cannot be controverted 
without retarding the important bill againſt mutiny. 

We are never offended, my Lords, at receiving the opinions of 
the other houſe, which we often adopt without any alteration, and 
often make uſe of for our own inſtruction, and now are become ſo 
contemptible as that no regard ſhould be paid by them to our reſo- 
lutions. | | | 

It is well known, my Lords, that this aſſembly is an eſſential and 
conſtituent part of the legiſlature of this kingdom, and that we re- 
ceived from qur anceſtors a great extent of pawer, which it ought 
to be our care not to ſuffer to be contracted by degrees, till this 
aſſembly ſhal} become merely formal, and ſit only to ratify DG. 
the determinati ions of the other houſe, 


Several other Lords ſpoke in the debate, and the preſident having 
put the previous queſtion, % Whether the queſtion ſhould be then 
put?” upon a diviſion, it paſſed in the WG. Content 42, 
Not content 59. | 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Nes 12, 1749. 
RESPECTING OFFICERS oN HALF-PAY. 


Mr. SanDys this day ene for an humble addreſs to his maje/ty, that, 
far the feuer eaſe of his majeſiy's ſubjects, all officers now ſubſiting 


upon half-pay, &c. might be At in the army, and ſupported it 10 


the following Fett: 


Sia, though Thave of ten known motions oppoſed without any juſt 
objections, or at leaſt without any proof of ſuch inconveniencies likely 
to ariſe from them, as were equivalent to the advantages which they 


would have produced, yet I cannot but confeſs, that any oppoſition : 


to this will be unexpected and ſurprizing; for it is, in my opinion, 
ſupported by every law of juſtice and humanity. If we regard the 
publick in general, it cannot but produce ſome alleviation of the na- 
tional expence; and if we conſider the particular perſons to whom 
it immediately relates, they have certainly a juſt claim to that re- 
gard which it is the tendency of this motion to procure them. 

To burthen with ſuperfluous officers, and unneceſſary expences, 
a people already overwhelmed with taxes, and over-run with the 
dependents on the crown, is ſurely to the higheſt degree cruel and 
abſurd. And to condemn thoſe men to contempt and penury, 


YE who have ſerved their country with bravery and fidelity, to prefer 


unexperienced ftriplings to thoſe commiſſions, which would gladly 
be accepted by men who have already tried their courage in the bat- 
tle, and borne the fatigues of marches, and the change of climates, 
is ſurely not only to oppreſs the deſerving, and ſcatter promotion 
without juſt diſtinction; but, what is yet more enormous, it is to 
wanton with the publick ſafety, and expoſe us to our enemies. 


Nor does it appear to me ſufficient, that the veteran officers be 


reſtored to the commiſſions which they formerly enjoyed; they ought, 
upon an augmentation of our troops, to be recompenced by ſome 


advancement for their ſervices and their ſufferings ; the enſign ought 


to become a lieutenant, and the lieutenant be exalted to a captain; 


lations which 7 will ſurely fill with more dignity and greater abi- 


lities, 
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122 DEBATE ON 


lities, than boys newly diſcharged from ſchool, and entruſted with 
unexpected authority. | | 


AI it be reaſonable, Sir, that expence ſhould be ſpared ii in a time 
of general poverty, if it be politic to carry on war in the manner 
moſt likely to produce ſuecels, if it be juſt, that thoſe who hay 


ferved their country ſhould be preferred to thoſe who n. no ? merit 


to boaſt, this motion cannot be rejected. 


Sie WILLIAM VoNOR anſwered to this purpoſe —Sir, to the 
motion now made, it will not I believe be objected,; that it is unrea. 
fonable, or unjuſt, but that it is unneceſſary, and that it is not 
drawn up with ſufficient conſideration. 


It is unneceſſary, becauſe his majeſty is adviſed by it to no other 


meaſures than thoſe which he has already determined to purſue ; for 
he has declared to me, Sir, his intention of conferring the new com- 
miſſions upon the officers who receive half-pay, before any other 
officers ſhall be promoted. 

The motion appears to me not to be very e conſidered, 


or drawn up with great propriety of expreſſion; for it ſuppoſes al 


the half- pay officers fit for the ſervice, which cannot be imagined by 
any man, who conſiders that there has been peace for almoſt thirty 
years; a ſpace of time, in which many vigorous couſtitutions mul 
have declined, and. many who were once well qualified for command, 
muſt be diſabled by the infirmities of age. Nor is the promotion of 
one of theſe gentlemen conſidered always by him as an act of favour; 
many of them have in this long interval of peace engaged in method 
of life very little conſiſtent with military employments, many of 
them have families which demand their care, and which they 
would not forſake for any advantages which a new commiſſion 
could afford them, and therefore it would not be very conſiſtent with 
humanity. to force them into new dangers and fatigues which they 
are now unable to ſupport, 
With regard to theſe men, compaſſion and kindneſs ſeem to require 
that they ſhould be ſuffered to ſpend their few remaining days with- 
out interruption, and that the . dangers and toils of their youth 
{ſhould be requited in their age with eaſe and retirement. 

There are others who have leſs claim to the regard of the publick, 
and who may be paſſed by in the diſtribution of new preferments 
without the imputation of neglecting merit. Theſe are they who 


have voluntarily reſigned their commiſſions for the lake of half. paj, 
and 
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8o that it appears, that of thoſe who ſublit upon half-pay, ſome 
re unable to execute a commiſſion, ſome do not deſire, and ſome do 


ot deſerve it; and with regard to the remaining part, which can 


A time 
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e no great number, I have already the intention of his Majeſty, 
nd therefore cannot but conclude that the motion is needleſs. 


Mr. PULTENEY ſpoke as follows :—Sir, I know. not by what fa- 
Jity it is, that all the motions made by one party are reaſonable and 
neceſſary, and all that are unhappily offered by the other, are diſco- 
cred either to, be needleſs, or of pernicious tendency. Whenever 
: queſtion can be clouded and perplexed, the opponents of the mi- 
niſtcy are always miſtaken, confuted, and, in conſequence of the con- 
futations, defeated by the majority of votes. When truth is too no- 
orious to be denied, and too. obvious to be conteſted, the adminiſtra» 
tion claim the honour of- the firſt diſcovery, and will never own that 
they were incited to their duty by the remonſtrances of their oppo» 
nents, though they never before thoſe remonſtrances had diſcovered. 


wo the leaſt intention of performing it. R 
thirty 
15 But that the motion is allowed to be juſt PO proper, is ſufficient 3 
wal the importance of it will be eaſily diſcovered, For my part I ſhall 
VO always conſider that motion as important, which tends to contract 
8 the expences of the publick, to reſcue merit from neglect, and to 
ethocg inder the increaſe of the dependents on the miniſtry. : 
any of Sir RoBERT WALPOLE anſwered ;--Sir, there is no temper more 
1 they Noppoſite to that inceſſant attention to the welfare of the publick, 
niſſion I vbich is the perpetual boaſt of thoſe who have ſignalized themſelves 
t with by oppoſing the meaſures of the adminiſtration, than a luſt of con- 
h they {W©'adiction, and a diſpoſition to diſturb this IO with ſuperfluous 
debates, 
equire Whether this diſpoſition is not diſcovered in the reply OE to the 
with ⸗ WW declaration of bis majeſty's intentions, and the confeſſion of the pro- 
youth I priety of the motion, let the houſe determine, It muſt ſurely be 
confeſſed, that it is not neceſſary to adviſe what is already deter- 
blick, MW mined. : 
ments Nor is it leſs evident, that many of the officers whoſe intereſt is 
7 who WW now ſo warmly ſolicited, muſt be incapacitated by their age for ſer- 
{- pay, lie, and unable ta receiye any benefit from the offer of new come 
and miſſions, 
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124 DEBATE o Lose. 1 
miſſions; To deny this, is to queſtion the flux of time, or to im 
gine that the conſtitution of a ſoldier 1 is exempt from its injuries, 
Mr. SanDys. explained bimſelf to this effect —Sir, J am fy 
from intending by this motion to fill the army with decrepit officen, 
or to obſtruct in any manner the ſervice of the publick ; 3 nor have 


any other intention, than to ſecure to thoſe whoſe. years permit, an 45 
whoſe inclinations incite them to enter once more into the army, thy 
preferment to which they have a claim, not only from their paſt ſe: . 
vices, but from the ſtate of penury and obſcurity i in which they hav 1 
Janguiſhed; 
I deſire to preſerve thoſe, whoſe valour wal . made our nz 
tion the terror of the world; from the mortification of ſeeing then. 
ſelves inſulted by chidhood, and commanded by ignorance; by ip. 
norance exalted to authority by the countenance of ſome rhetoriciu 
of the ſenate, or ſome mayor of a borough. W 
Whoever has obſerved the late diſtribution of military honours, vi i 9 2 
eaſily diſcover that they have been attained by qualifications very di. _ 
ferent from bravery, or knowledge of the art of war; he will find that pleaſed 
regiments and companies are the rewards of a ſeaſonable vote, ant Soy - 
that no man can preſerve his poſt in the army, whether given om 2; 
him as the reward of acknowledged merit, or fold him for the ful 988 
value, any longer than he employs all his F in favour of tel 
miniſtry, : | # my. 
therein, 


Sir RokERT WaLeolLE then ſaid:---Sir, it has been already al. | 
mitted, that the motion can only be objected to as ſuperfluous and This x 
therefore all farther debate is mere waſte of time without any pro-i 
ſpect of advantage; nor is any thing now neceſſary, but to review the 
motion, and correct ſuch expreſſions as may be thought inaccurate at 
improper. | | 

That a// the half-pay officers are not able to enter into the ſervice, 
has been already ſhewn, and therefore I ſhould i imagine, that, inſtead 
of all the officers, we might very juſtly ſubſtitute officers Proper 
8 N 

Sir Jon BANARD replied :--=dir, though I cannot diſcover the 
„ of any alteration, ſince it cannot be conceived that the 
ſenate can adviſe impoſſibilities, yet ſince ſo much accuracy is affected, 
it may be allowed that the word al/ ſhall be left out, as  ſceming t0 
imply more than can be intended. | SEES . 


58 . » | But 
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But the honourable gentleman i is not, in my opinion, fo happy in 
s amendment, as in his objection; for the words properly qualified 

onvey to me no diſtinct idea. He that is qualified is, J ſuppoſe, pro- 

rl qualified, for I never heard of improper qualifications ; but if the 
vord properly be omitted, I have no objection to the amendment. 


This motion was. agreed to, 
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ADDRESS ati PAPERS, 


Ur. WALLER this day offered the Abate motion in writing, That an 


80h. 4 bumble addreſs be preſented to his majeſty, that he will be graciouſly 
6nd tht pleaſed to give directions that there may be laid before this houſe copies oe” 
ote, ail two particular letters written by his majeſty's ſecretary of” ſlate to ad- 
r gina miral H addock, which had been addreſſed for before, and of the letters 
the ful received from admiral Ogle mentioned therein ; together with all Ei- 
r of e written by admiral Haddock to. either of his majefty's ſceretaries ef 
| fate, concerning the ſaid letters, and the execution mY the orders contained 
| therein, 

ady ad. 


ous and 


1y pro- 
/1ew the 


| This motion he ſupported by arguments to the following effect: 

dit, no man who conſiders the preſent ſituation of our foreign affairs, 
he expence and inefficacy of our military preparations, the appear- 
ance of negligence in our naval expeditions, and the general diſap- 
ointment of the hopes which the nation had conceived of victories, 
engeance, and reparations, can, in my opinion, doubt the expe- 
liency of the motion which T have taken the liberty to make, 

When the expeQations of the nation are deceived, it certain! y be- 
omes thoſe who are deputed to watch over the proſperity of the 
ublick, to enquire whence the diſappointment proceeds, and either 
o inform their conſtituents that their uneaſineſs ariſes from their own. 
Tor, and that their hopes are deſtroyed becauſe they had no rational 


dundation; or to detect the weak N of thoſe by whom the 
publick 
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our enemies by one fatal blow, and re-eſtabliſhing our nayal doni 


| ſuſpect the reality of our deſigns, or enquire whence it proceeds thi 


publick meaſures have been 23 or the national treu 
has been miſapplied. 

With regard, Sir, to the preſent war, I e not Chi the nating 
can be charged with having formed unreafonable expectations. K 
they conſidered the ſpeech from the throne, the moſt authentick 
claration of the intentions of the government, they found there ti 
warmeſt reſentments of the injuries which they had ſuſtained, aj 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of a vigorous proſecution of all thoſe meaſury 
which might produce ſpeedy recompence and-inviolable ſecurity, 

If they refle&, Sir, on the preparations for war, on the thultitud 
of ſhips, the demand of materials for naval equipments, and the high 
prices at which workmen were retained, they could not but imagin 
that either ſome mighty attempt was defigned, or ſome formidah 
enemy dreaded, and as they know not whom they had to fear, thy 
aſcribed the vigour of our proceedings to a reſolution of humbling 


nion by a ſingle effort, og 

And juſtly, Sir, might they ods this pleaſing j ;meginatio 
with reaſon might they anticipate a triumph over an enemy what 
ſtrength bears no proportion to the force that was fitted out again 


them, and expect that in a few months they ſhould ſee the ama 


ſadors of Spain ſupplicating for peace. 

To raiſe their expectations yet higher, their trade was ſuſpendrl 
by an embargo, long continued, and in the ſtricteſt manner ei- 
forced, and the impreſſes were let looſe upon the ſailors; they fay 
nothing omitted, however grievous to the nation, that could cn. 
tribute to make it formidable, and bore part of the miſeries of wa 
without impatience, in hopes of being rewarded 57 military oh 
and repaid by the plunder of Spain. 

But, Sir, when ſo long a time has elapſed, and ho account i 
brought of either a victory, or a battle, when they hear nothing 


but that our fleets have viſited ſeveral neutral ports, and thoſe d 


the enemy failed unmoleſted from coaſt to coaſt, and when they art 
every day told of the loſſes of our merchants, are inſulted in our ow! 
channel by the Spaniſh privateers, and receive" tio relations offoit 
ſucceſs upon the ſhores of our enemies, can it be wondered that the 


their money has been waſted, their trade interrupted, and the liver 


of their fellow · ſubjects invaded to no purpoſe ? | | 
B. 


4.174 


But h 


of the 

which a 
ſider as 
| prehenli 
vengean 
fleets le⸗ 
cellary, 
one por 
joining 
Americ: 


May 


ſon for 
an acco 


meaſure 


no oppe 
ardly ol 


And 
leſs this 
our con 
minute 
importa 


Ae 
prudent 


them tt 


now fo: 


not ſuff 

Such 
encreaſ 
ſtitutio 
us, if t 
Mr. 
motion 
conſide 
by the 
was an 
to the 
If tb 
war, a 


FAN, N 


1 telle But how much. more juni, Sir, are they inflamed when they heat | 
1 of the lucky ſtratagems, or daring enterprizes of thoſe enemies, 

| OY which a juſt ſenſe of their own ſuperiority had induced them to con- 
tions. 


ſider as vanquiſhed before the battle, and of whom they had no ap- 
E prehen{10ns | but that their cowardice would always ſecure them from 
vengeance ? How juſtly may they murmur when they read, that our 


entick da 
there the 
ned, and 
 meaſurg 
urity 

multituc 
the big 


ceſſary, and have afforded the Spaniards an opportunity of changing 
one port for another, as it is mo convenient, and at length of 
joining the French ſquadrons, and ailing to the defence of their 
American dominions ? 


t ] | * . 7 

1 May they not juſtly, Sir, require of their 3 ſome rea- 
5 on for ſuch inexplicable conduct? May they not reaſonably demand 
he an account of the arguments which. procured their approbation of 


meaſures, which, ſo far as they can be examined by thoſe who have 
no opportunity of peruſing the ai papers, appear GI: cow- 
ardly or treacherous ? 


al dom. 


* And what anſwer, Sir, can we return to ſuch remonſtrances un- 
t gant les this motion be agreed to? How can we appeaſe the diſcontents of 
amber our conſtituents, or diſcharge the truſt repoſed in us, without a very 
minute and attentive enquiry into queſtions thus obſcure and thus 
(ſpend important? 155 
ner Are we to tell our conſtituents, that we abſolutely rely upon the 
hey fun Prudence and fidelity of the miniſtry and admirals, and recommend to 
11d con. them the ſame implicit dependence? Are we to confeſs that we have 
of uu now for two ſeſſions voted in the dark, and approved what we were 
not ſuffered to examine and underſtand ? 


y glory 
NY Such anſwers, Sir, to queſtions ſo reaſonable, will not contribute to 


encreaſe the veneration of the people either for ourſelves, or our con- 
ſtitution; and yet this anſwer, and this only, they can receive from 
us, if the papers mentioned'in the motion I have made are denied. 
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motion, though ſo warmly urged, and ſo artfully ſupported, I can 
conſider only as a repetition of a former motion which was approved 
by the aſſembly, ſo far as it could properly be complied with, nor 
was any paper then concealed which it would not have been an injury 
to the nation to have divulged. 

If the deſign of this motion be to promote the ſucceſs of the preſent 


war, and the zeal with which it has been preſſed, be incited only by 
SE | | the 
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fleets leave every part of the enemy's coaſt where their preſence is ne- 


E F — ea peg nd 
- - 
q 


Mr. CLUTTERBUCK replied in the following manner: ---Sir, this 
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ſterwards returned. 


nd diverſion, can be thrown into the hands of our enemies, 
hough we ſhould ſeriouſly enquire into what no man has yet pre- 
ended to underſtand; the wonderful eſcape of the Spaniſh ſquadron. 

\ cranſation on which we had dwelt long enough with that admira- 


demand 
un waz 
r ima. 
elating 


tlength to enable us to reaſon, ; 

This is an affair, perhaps, much better aniſton 4 our enemies 
han by ourſelves, and ſurely we cannot therefore be afraid of in- 
orming them of it; at leaft fince the fleet has long ſince failed out, 


ear of difcovering-our future deſigns, 
If, therefore, it be the inconteſtable right of the ſenate to examine 


Ference 
Jy any 


ſtate; be conduct of publick affairs, which I ſuppoſe will ſcarcely be denied, 
notion, his motion cannot be rejected as unſeaſonable, nor can the papers 
- tran- Ne tefuſed without increaſing thoſe n which are already too 


1 


revalent throughout the nation. 
Nor, indeed, for our own fakes, nt we to aday this ebquiry 
ny longer, left by having long acted without being accountable, the 


hereby 


it will 
d, the 
ger of e, tell us in plain terms that we are his flaves, and that we are not 
o preſume to carry our examinations, however folemn and important 
com- Ney may continue to appear, further than he ſhall be pleaſed to per- 
- if a Mit; and that whatever may be the opinion of the people that de- 
d be- Niutes us, or whatever antient claims we may plead to authority, we 
done re now to conſider ourſelves only as the i prin of the ACTI and 
ging de panegyriſts of the court. e * 

to be Mr. WaLrork next roſe and ſpoke to this purpoſe: Sir, it can- 
n the Net be denied to be reaſonable that all thoſe papers ſhould be laid be- 


ether e the ſenate, which can be b e without injury to the 


the 
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There have bong! Sir, many e in bbb Jaſt years; of | 


om an enquiry into the reaſons for which Haddock's fleet was di- 
ded, and Ogle ſent to the defence of ö or for * 8 


Nor can I conceive that any rb except that of merriment 
jon which ignorance produces, and on which it may not be man 5 


nd left their coaſt, we can hardly be reſtrained in our Wy 7 w_ . 
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publick. Of this number we may juſtly imagine the orders ſens 
the admirals, in which the time of their departure is fixed, and may 
others which may be of uſe to inform the houſe, but cannot enahle 
the enemy to judge either of our force or our deſigns. | 
But it is evident, that there muſt be others included in this 
motion, .Which our regard for the ſucceſs of the war, and the prof 
perity of our country, ought to determine us to conceal, and ſud 
2 are never expoſed by any adminiſtration; it is therefore Propy 
to limit the addreſs to papers of a certain kind, or a certain date; 
© which may be conſidered by the houſe without benefit to our ens 
mies, and for the examination of which a day or two will be may 
than ſufficient. e OG | 
Mr. PuLTEney ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows :---Sir, I know nw 
| what number of papers the wiſdom of the adminiſtration will allowu 
but, if we judge by the time propoſed to. be ſpent in examination, 
we ſhall not be diſtracted with a great diverſity of ſubjects; intelli 
gence will be very penuriouſly dealt out, and if we ſubmit to thei 
choice of the writings which ſhall be laid before us, our enquiry 
will probably end without any diſcoveries made either by our ene- 
mies or ourſelves. 18 2 goa rid lf 

But I hope, Sir, we ſhall not be fo cheaply ſatisfied, nor expoſel 
by the fear of one enemy to the inſolence of another. I hope we 
| ſhall reſolutely continue our demands of information, while a fingl 
line is concealed, from which any light can be expected. 

There may indeed be circumſtances in which our demands, hon. 
ever loud, will neceſſarily be vain. It is not impoſſible that we may 
ſuſpeR thoſe tranſactions of deep art, and ſecret contrivance, which 
have been the conſequences of mere indolence, and want of confided 
ration. Our great miniſters have been perhaps only doing nothing, 
while we have imagined that they were working out of ſight. 

Miſled, Sir, by this notion, we may call for the orders that har 
been diſpatched in theſe two laſt years, when perhaps our ſecretarid 
of Rite have been fattening on their ſalaries without employment, aul 
have ſlept without care, and without curioſity, while we have been 
congratulating ourſelves upon their vigilance for our preſervation. 

Or if orders have been given, it is to he conſidered, that the end 
of inſpecting orders is to compare them with the conduct of the ad 
mirals to whom they were directed: from this compariſon I doubt nd 
but many gentlemen expect uncommon diſcoveries z but to check al 
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s ſene ofceaſonable hopes before they haye taken poſſeſſion of their hearts, 
nd may - unreaſonable hopes are the parent of diſappointment, I think it 
ot ena oper to remind them, that to draw any concluſions oo * orders, 


;s neceſſary to underſtand them. 


I in thi 


This conſideration alone is ſufficient to en the abies of en- 
the pri, for every man that has had opportunities of knowing the won 
and furl accompliſhments of our miniſtry, the depth of their deſigns, 

e prope ſubtilty of their ſtratagems, and the cloſeneſs of their reaſoning, 
ain dat l cafily conceive it probable that they might ſend ſuch orders as none 
our ee, t themſelves could underſtand ; and what then will be the conſe- 
be mog ence of our idle curioſity, but that we be led into a labyrinth of 


dess conjectures? For we have long ago found that no explana- 


nom nul ons are to be expected, and that our miniſtry are too wiſe to dif 


alloww{Mſhvrer their ſecrets to their enemies. 

aination Let us, therefore, examine the naked fats which have fallen 
; intelli-{Withia our obſervation, and endeavour to inform ourſelves of the 
to theircaning of theſe ſecret orders by the execution of the. 
enquiry] Admiral Ogle was diſpatched from Haddock's fleet to protect 
our ene linorca, and, in his abſence, the Spaniſh ſquadron ſailed away. Per- 


* expoſed 
hope we 
a ſingh 


This charge by an attention to the other; as a watchman who 
jould be employed to guard at once the bank in London, and the 
calury in Weſtminſter, 

8, how- 
we maj 
„ Which 
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orders, with a very formidable fleet, and after having loſt ſight for 
ne days of the Britiſh coaſt, ſailed back again with great precipi- 
tion. Whether his orders were only to fail forth, or whether 
en he examined them farther he could not underſtand them, I pre- 
nd not to determine; but it may reaſonably be imagined that his 
ters were of the ſame kind with thoſe of our other admirals, becauſe 
ey produced the ſame conſequences. 

[ have been told, that formerly our commanders were ordered to 
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the en evident that the ſtile is ſince changed, for our admirals are now very 


f the 1 offenſwe, and go out only to come back. I therefore think the 
oubt motion highly neceſſary, and ſuch as ought to be complied with. 

heck al 4 imiral NoxRISs here roſe up and ſpoke thus :---Sir, I am not 
aſopalh a cious that * conduct in any part of my life has expoſed me 


K 2 to 


Lat: ADDRESS” FOR PAPERS. 131 


ps he was ordered to watch Ferrol and Minorca at the ſame time, 
d not underſtanding how that was to be done, neglected one part 


Admiral Norris, Sir, ſailed lately forth, I ſuppoſe, in purſuance. 


n, ink, and deſtroy; and that in thoſe times it was not uncommon 
Ir a Britiſh: admiral to do much miſchief with a ſtrong fleet; but it 
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to be juſtly treated with contempt and ridicule, and what. I have ng 
deſerved I will not bear. | | 

If any gentleman in this houſe can accuſe me of having nepledy 
my duty, or deſerted it, let him not ſpare inſults or invectives, |, 
him now expoſe my cowardice or my careleſſneſs, let him prove u 
unworthy of truſt or of command. 

But my own conſcience acquits me, and 1 defy any man to pros 
duce and ſupport his accuſation; nor can you, Sit,“ who have thy 
contewptuouſly treated ne, allege any thing againſt me that my 
juſtify your neglect of decency : that you JE tranſgreſſed the ng 
of decency is the ſofteſt cenſure that your behaviour admits, and! 
think it may with equal propriety be e , that you have broke 
the Jaws of juſtice. 

Mr. PULTEtNey replied in this manner: 5 Sti, I ſhal] Cubmith 
you, and all who hear me, whether I have treated the honouradl 
gentleman's name with any contemptuous freedom of ſpeech. Th 
uſual method of mentioning an expedition is that of naming the 
commander, who is not thereby neceſſarily included in the cenſure df 
an unſucceſsful attempt, and I am very far from calling his couray 
and capacity into queſtion. 

Not that I ſhall ever think it neceſſary to make an apology for ex 
preſſing my ſentiments with freedom as a member of this houſe, in 
which I ſhall always ſpeak what I think, and in what manner 
ſhall appear to me moſt proper, nor ſhall I fear to repeat without 
doors what I ſay here, 


Sir Rozen WALPOLE next roſe up and ſpoke to this purpoſe: — 


Sir, as I am not acquainted with any meaſures purſued by the admini 
ſtration, which it is their particular intereſt to conceal, I am deſitou 
that all papers ſhould be laid before the houſe which will not altoid 
our enemies any opportunity of obviating our deſigns. 

What neceſſity there is for this addreſs I cannot indeed diſcoie, 

cauſe I know not any foundation for ſuſpicion of either negligent 
or treaciery, which have been both inſinuated in this debate. 

Nor are the miniſtry, however ludicrouſly their abilities have bee 
treated, afraid of diſcovering their ignorance, by laying before the 
Houſe the orders which they have given to our admirals; orders d 
which they are far from doubting, that they will appear vin a Candi 
examinatioa rational ang proper. 


* Addreſſing himſelf to Mr, Pulteney, 


Thi 


1740 


The cl 
eſs, and 


| guiry t 


Mr. P 
s my O] 


Puring 2 
ſettling tl 
whoſe ca 
lives. 


There 


not a que 
inconven 


her it 1: 


independ 


But th 


whoſe co 
what acc 


Jaid befo 
counts o 
nothing 
praiſe, tl 

Mr. P 
engaged 
rigorous 
any othe 

I am « 
the parti 
all the u 
conteſtat 
our ſucc 
at with 
diſpropo 

It wil 
their ze: 
moſt pr: 

Iam 
formatic 


pend th 


J AN, MN 
I have net 


740-1. ADDRESS FOR PAPERS. 133 
The chief objection to this motion ariſes from its ufireaſonable- 
efs, and the neceſſity which it will produce of aſſigning to a fruitleſs 
&oquiry thoſe hours that may be more uſefully employet. 
Mr. PiTT replied in terms to the effect following Wy it 
z my opinion, that our time cannot be more uſefully. employed 
Puring a war, than in examining how it has been conducted, and 
ſettling the degree of confidence that may be repoſed in thoſe to 
whoſe care Are Ii our en our e and our 
lies. f 

There is not any enquiry, Sir, of . more importance * this, it is 
hot a queſtion about an uncertain privilege, or a law, whieb if found 
nconvenient may hereafter be repealed; we are now to examine whe- 
her it is probable that we ſhall preſerve our commerce and our 


negled 
ct ives, le 


| Prove ny 
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ſubmu H iadependence, or whether we are Linking into ſubjection to a 8 
Mnourahle Dower. 

h. Te But this enquiry, Sie, will dung agree e if thoſe 
ning th whoſe conduct is examined are allowed to ſelect the evidence. For 
.nſure A what accounts will they exhibit but ſuch as have often already been 


hid before us, and ſuch as they now offer without concern: ac- 


| COuran 
Counts obſcure and fallacious, imperfect and confuſed ; from which 


y forex nothing can be learned; and which can never entitle the miniſter to 
ouſe, U praiſe, though they may ſereen him from puniſhment, | | 
anner! Mr. PELHAM ſpoke as follows: —Sir, I am confident that no man 


wWithod engaged in the adminiſtration, defires to be ſcreened from the moſt | 
| rigorous enquiry, or would defer to exhibit the papers a moment for 

pole: -u other reaſon than his regard for the publick. 

ain I am confident, that nothing could ſo much contribute to advance 

denon the particular and diftin& intereſt of the miniſtry as the publication of 

t afford all the writings that relate to the preſent war, by which it would in- 

conteſtably appear, that nothing has been omitted that could promote 

our ſucceſs, that our commanders have been ſent out with orders to 
act with the utmoſt vigour, and that our preparations have been not 
diſproportioned to the importance of our deſign. | 

It will appear that no former miniſtry have given greater proofs of 
their zeal for the publick intereſt, or have more Roy purſued the 
moſt proper meaſures by which it might be advanced. 

I am not indeed- certain that thoſe who now call fo loudly for in- 
formation would be prevailed. on by any degree of evidence to ſuſ- 
pend their cenſures. Them, who are now diſſatisfied, I ſhall de- 
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ſpair of influencing by reaſon or willy ; for they ſeem to eng ligence, 
only to condemn ; nor is this motion, perhaps, made fo much 9h aſonable 

the ſake of obtaining information, as of harraſſing the miniſtry” x eit deſign 

delays, and ſuſpending affairs of greater importance. re dece! 

This motion was agreed to, and upon another | motion made r that bet 

Mr. Sandys, it was reſolved, jowever d 

« That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Say; that hk Jloyed, Ar 

will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that there may k But ho 

laid before this houſe a copy of the reaſons ſent by adm wh 

Cavendiſh, in purſuance of an order from the commiſſionets9 delity, a 

the admiralty, which had retarded the ee, of achim or ſu 

Ogle's ſquadron, ſo much beyond ä | yith what 
Likewiſe, : hey have 

8 That an humble addreſs be preſented to his wn that he wil The fa 

be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that there may be re of t 

before this houſe a copy of the reaſons tranſmitted by var; eve 

* miral Ogle, that did prevent him from ſailing, purſuant w?Weſcents 

his repeated orders for that purpoſe, and particularly to thut be aver 

ſent him by the commiſſioners of the admiralty.“ brave Ve 
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Mr. Sandys this day preſented a motion in writing, for petitimi « rally 

bis majeſty to inform them when the regency received intelligence tu harbour 

the French and Spaniſh ſquadrons' ſailed, which was ſeconded a: fi w6 

« lows by Mr. WALLER : — bst e 

SIR, the information now moved for, appears to me ſo neceſſary u that we 

our deliberations on the conduct of the war, that without it we call enemie 
only conjecture in the dark, and entangle ourſelves in an inextricable Mr. 

labyrinth. that w 


It is well known, that i in war all motions are in a great degre 
to be regulated by thoſe of the enemy, and that therefore no-vig- 
lance is to be ſpared by which any knowledge can be gained of theit 
deſigns, nor any methods omitted of communicating them to thoſe 
who have the direction of the war, 

A miniſtry may, in conducting military operations, diſappoint 
the expectations of their country, either by neglecting to procure in- 
telligenct, 
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to enquſligence, or by failing to make uſe of thoſe opportunities which 
much (þ:(onable information puts into their power, and they may, when 


xeir deſigns fail of ſucceſs, juſtify themſelves, by proving that they | 
re deceived by intelligence which it was reaſonable to believe, 
r that better intelligence was not attainable, or that they made uſe, 
owe ver unſucceſsfully, of all the forces that could then be em- 
loyed, and of all the advantages that were then in their poſſeſſion. 

But how ſhall we judge of our adminiſtration, haw ſhall we 
now what confidence we ought to repoſe in their prudence and 
Jelity, and what miſcarriages are to be attributed to the chance of 
var or ſuperior force of our enemies, if we cannot be informed 
vith what diligence they endeavour at information, and how _ | 
hey have notice of the motions of the enemy ? 
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The failing, or rather eſcape of the Ferrol ſquadron, and depar- 
y be lu ure of the French fleet, are the moſt important events of the preſent 
ed by a. Var; events that threaten very dangerous conſequences, no leſs than 


deſcents upon our American colonies, the conqueſt of our dominions, 
the ſlavery of our fellow. ſubjects, and perhaps the deſtruction of the 
brave Vernon, who is ſecure in the imagined vigilance of the other 
commanders, and may perhaps in a few days ſee himſelf ſurrounded 
by formidable ſquadrons of different nations, and expoſed to the at- 
5. tack of ſorces to which his little fleet bears no proportion. 

Nothing appears more evident, than that we had opportunities of 
obſerving at leaſt all the preparations of the French, and of watch- 
ing the moment of their departure, and that our force on the coaſt of 


rſuant 9 
to thok 


2 Spain was ſufficient to have confined their fleets for ever in their 
400 fl | harbours, or to have deſtroyed them at their firſt entrance into the 

open ſeas, of which we may juſtly enquire, why it was not attempted, 
Fed but ſhall enquire to no purpoſe till we know when they departed, 
ary il 


that we may conſider the ſtate of our own forces, and whether our 
enemies eſcaped by our negligence, cowardice, or weakneſs, 

Mr. Wix ING TON then ſpoke to the following purpoſe :—Sir, 
that we cannot deliberate upon ſubjects which we do not underſtand, 
and that, therefore, no neceſſary or uſeful information ought to be 
denied to the houſe, I ſhall readily admit; but muſt obſerve, at the 
ſame time, that the reputation of the houſe would be very little con- 
ſulted, in demanding information which cannot be given. 

To addreſs his ny to inform us of the time at which the ſqua- 
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drons of our enemies failed, is to enquire of him hat ic ought uf 


be the higheſt care of thoſe princes to conceal from him, and which 
he can only know, by having ſpies in their privy councils. 
And of what importance is it to enquire what intelligence vn 
brought him, or when he received it, if it appears that his ingly 
gence muſt be in its own nature uncertain and dubitable.? 
That they have left their ports is now certain, becauſe they * 
been twice diſcovered in different parts of the world; but, as we en 
now only form conjectures on their deſigns and courſes, ſo, - befus 
they ſailed, it was impoſſible to know when they were full 
equipped, or what time was fixed for their departure. It is to be g-. 
membered, . that they form their meaſures, and make their prey, 
rations in their own dominions, and therefore, have more advantage 
ef concealing the ir ſehemes, than we of diſcovering them. 
Mr. Advocate CAMPBELL then ſpoke thus :—dir, this motion, 
which has been repreſented as unreaſonable and a binds i, inny 
—— not only proper, but important. 

It is 4mportant, becauſe it will enable us to judge, upon Cuffcie 
ee e of the conduct of the miniſtry, who are cenſured by 
the voice of the nation, for having been either defective i in vigilancy 
or in activity, for having been either ignorant by their own fault d 
the deſigns of the enemy, or unn, paſſive in permitting the 
execution of them. 

I am fat from believing that ach intelligence, as our "land 
expected to procure, requires any uncommon ſubtilty, or any other 
agents than are always employed by every miniſter, to tranſmit 
them informations from ; foreign courts. Such, I am afraid, ar 


always hovering about our conſultations, and I know not why ou 


miniſters ſnould be 80 N or leſs ſucceſsful than thoſe of othe 
princess. | 
, Adee, ach duagtligenen might have been obtained, it Wa 
criminal not to obtain it; and if the departure of the Spaniſh ſquz 
dron was foreſeen, it ought to be enquired, why it was not preyelt- 
ed; and if it was only known when it was too late to hinder it irom 
- ſailing, why it was not purſued, or why ſuccours were not immeds 
ately diſpatched to admiral Vernon. 

All theſe queſtions can only be reſolved, in conſequence of their 
- formation which his majeſty ſhall give us; and for which, it is there 
fore, in my opinion, necellary to petition, 
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Mr. HENRY PELHAM ſpoke next to this purpoſe :— Sir, how the 
regency could be informed of the intention of the Spaniards to Jeave 
their ports till it appeared by their departure, or by what means it 
can be expected that his majeſty ſhould be now acquainted with their 
particular courſe, or farther re a an e unable to con- 


Nceire. 


With regard, Sir, to * intelligence tranſmitted from + WY 
courts by agents and ſpies, a little conſideration will eaſily diſcover 
that it is not to be truſted. For what can be generally expected from 
chem, but that they ſhould catch flying reports, or by chance inter- 
cept uncertain whiſpers, that they ſhould enquire timorouſly,” and 
therefore, for the greateſt part, of thoſe from whom no fatisfaQory 
accounts can be received, and that they ſhould often endeavour to 
deſerve their ſalaries by ſuch information. as is | rather we wu | 


true. 


All the knowledge that can be obtained of an enemy's deſigns, 
mult ariſe from a diligent compariſon of one circumſtance with an- 
other, and from a general view of his force, his intereſt, and his 
opportunities. And that ſuch conjectures will be n ertonebus, 


veeds not be told. hk 


Probability, therefore, is, in ſuch enquiries, all that can be at- 
tained, and he that ſits idle in the time of war, expecting certain in- 
telligence, will ſee his enemies enjoying the advantages of his folly, 
and laying hold © on a thouſand opportunities which he _ neglected 
to improve. : 

The war in which we are now engaged, has been carried on by | 
the adminiſtration with the utmoſt diligence and vigour ; nor have 
any meaſures been omitted that could probably produce ſucceſs, 2 5 
the ſueceſs of the wiſeſt meaſures is only probable. 

Should the great admiral, who is now preſent in the houſe, have 
met the French and Spaniards in the open ſeas, by what art could 
he arrive at a certain knowledge of their deſigns? He might by his 
acquaintance with the ſituation and ſtate of neighbouring countries, 
the obſervation of their courſe, the periods of particular winds, and 
other hints of obſervation, form probable conjectures, but could 
never reach to certainty or confidence. 

It ſeems to me, therefore, highly improper, to petition his ma- 


jeſty for intelligence which he cannot be imagined to have received, 
and I cannot agree to any motion for that purpoſe, 


Mr, Sandys 


19 
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Mr. Sandys then made another motion, to addreſs dis majeſty, 
that there may be laid before the houſe copies of all letters . 
ceived from, or written to, admiral Vernon ſince his going tg 
the Weſt Indies. Which being ſeconded, 4778 80 

Mr. PRIHAM ſpoke to this effect: — Sir, this motion, if the in. 
tention of it be limited by proper reſtrictions, is doubtleſs reaſonall 


and juſt; for the right of this houſe to examine into the conduct of 


publick affairs, and conſequently. for calling for the papers neceſſay 
to enlighten their enquiries, is not to be diſputed, | 

But, as the end of all ſuch enquiries is the promotion of the pubs 
lick welfare, ſo they are not to be made in a manner by which that 
end may be defeated. Papers are not to be demanded, which cannot 
be produced without diſcovering our own ſecrets, and  acquainting 
our enemies either with that weakneſs which we ought carefully u 
conceal, or that force which will be moſt effectually employed if it 
is-not known, and therefore no preparations-are made to oppoſe it. 

It cannot be imagined, but that many of the papers which hare 
paſſed between the admiralty, and the commander in America, con- 
tain plans for the proſecution of the war, obſervations on the con- 
ditions.of our own colonies, and, perhaps, intelligence of the eſſat 
of the Spaniſh fortreſſes and towns. Many informations of the ut- 


moſt conſequence to our enemies may be collected from thoſe paper 


but nothing can be expected from them, that will enable us to pro- 
ſecute a ſenatorial enquiry. with more ſucceſs, that will put it It in our 


power to diſcover frauds, negligence, or treachery. 


7 


There are, Sir, other papers which may indeed be laid before us, 


without any benefit to our enemies, and perhaps with ſome advantage 


to ourſelves ; the papers which contain the accompts of our preps 
rations and ſtores, the liſts of our forces, and the calculation of ou 


expences, are the proper ſubjeAs of ſenatorial enquiries z and if the 


motion be reſtrained to thoſe, I believe it will not be oppoſed by 


any gentleman engaged in the adminiftration of our affairs. I ſhall 


beg leave to propoſe theſe words may be added, So far as the ſane 


relates to a ſupply of ſhips, marines, or land forces,” 


We. 


The motion, thus amended, was agreed to. 
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| DEBATE ON ADDRESSING Ars MAJESTY ron REMOVING 
IR ROBERT WALPOLE. F | 


7 b u which for a long 1 time had 1 ate in e 
Commons, to the meaſures of the adminiſtratian, was, or 
this day puſhed to a criſis, and produced a mation in both 
hs. tn the bouſe of 8 7 it occaſioned the e ds 


lan Car f began in this manner : —My Lords, as the 
motion which I am about to make is of the higheſt importance, and 
of the moſt extenfive conſequences ; as it cannot but meet with all 
the oppoſition which the prejudices of ſome, and the intereſt of 
others, can raiſe againſt it; as it muſt have the whole force of mi- 
niſterial influence to encounter without any affiſtance but from juſtice 
and reaſon ; I hope to be excuſed by your Lordſhips for ſpending 
ſome time in endeavouring to ſhew, that it wants no other ſupport, 
that it is nat founded upon doubtful ſuſpicions, but upon uncon- 
teſtable facts; that it is not dictated by private intereſt, but by the 
ſincereſt regard to publick happineſs ; not abetted by the perſonal 
malevolence of particular men, but enforced by the voice of the 
people ; a voice which ought always to be attended to, and genes 
ally to be obeyed. 

To endeavour, my Lords, to remove from places of publick truſt 
all thoſe who appear to want either the virtues or abilities neceſſary 
for executing their offices, is the intereſt of every member of a com- 
munity. And it is not only the intereſt but the duty of all thoſe who 
ae either by the choice of the people, or by the right of birth, in- 
reſted with the power of inſpecting publick affairs, and intruſted 
with the general happineſs of their country. That therefore every 
motive combines to make it the duty, and every argument concurs 
5 prove it the privilege of your Lordſhips, is too evident to be 

oubted. 


How often this privilege has been exerted 171 this houſe, and how 
| | 1 often 


359 1. p Aren xs 


f 1.174 
a often it has reſcued our country from oppreſſion, inſolence, and i or will 

6 pine; how often our conſtitution has been re- animated, and impeni. bbe⸗ bel 

5 ing ruin been averted by it, a ſuperficial acquaintance with hiſtory ſolence' 
il may inform us. And we are now called upon by the univerſal en ury by | 
1 of the nation, and urged by the perplexed and uncertain ſtate of out Suche 
ell foreign. affairs, and declenſion of our wealth and attacks upon ou Wi © un 
1 liberties at home, to recollect theſe precedepts of magnanimity 2nd and whe 
9 | e and to make another effort for the relief of our country. demand 
This houſe, my Lords, has proceeded againſt miniſters, who bor the f 
10 | onde they diſapproved, by methods of greater or leſs ſeverih, cannot 
10 according to the neceſſity of affairs, or the ſuppoſed malignity of tributes 
1 the crimes alleged againſt them; and therefore have ſometime {iſ 0%" ch. 
8 | thought it neceſſary to deter poſterity from imitating them by rigo- fluence 
i | vous cenſures, aud exemplary puniſhments, and ſometimes have il" brib 

Me thought it ſufficient to ſet the nation free from 7 its diſtreſſes, without increaſe 
3 | inflicting any penalties on thoſe by whoſe miſconduẽt they imagine 1 
| ence m 


them produced. 

What were the more violent and vindiQive methods of  proceedin 
it is not neceiſary, with regard to this motion, to examine; fince[ 
mall only propoſe, that we ſhould, in imitation of our predeceſſon, 
in caſes of this nature, humbly addreſs his majeſty to remove the 
miniſter from his preſence and counſels. _ wiling 

Nothing, my Lords, can be more moderate or tender than ſuch WW they ha 
an addreſs, by which no puniſhment is inflicted, © nor any forfeiture Wh othe 
exacted. _ The miniſter, if he be innocent, if his miſcondu2 be But, 
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only the conſequence of his i Ignorance or incapacity, may lay down whateve 
in peace an office for which nature has not deſigned him, enjoy tie that a ff 
vaſt profits of long employment in tranquillity, and eſcape the reſent· preſſion, 
ment of an unhappy people; who, when irritated to the higheſt de- incurred 
gree, by a continuation of the ſame miſcarriages, may, perhaps, in That 
the heat of a more malevolent proſecution, not ſufficiently diſtin- ſcarcely 
guiſh between inability and guilt. 4h | | ſelves in 
Thoſe, therefore, among your Lordſhips, that think him honeſt I cidentail 
but miſtaken, muſt willingly agree to a motion like this, as the beſt affairs, 
expedient to appeaſe the people without the ruin of the miniſter. For anſwer | 
ſurely no man who has read the hiſtory, or is acquainted with the Let him 
- temper of this nation, can expect that the people will always bear 9. queſtion 
ſee honours, favours, and preferments, diſtributed. by the direction 55 
ariet) 


of one univerſally ſuſpected of corruption, and arbitrary meaſures; 
| | = or 
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ury by publick miſeries. 


demands of juſtice, muſt doubtleſs give their conſent to the motion, 
for the ſake of obtaining proper evidence of his wickedneſs, which 


own choice; while he is in poſſeſſion of every motive that can in- 
fluence the mind, enforce ſecrecy, and confirm fidelity ; ; while he 


coveries can be made, but by thoſe whom he has' intruſted with his 
ſecrets, men whoſe diſregard of virtue recommended them to his 


faithful while they can hope for recompence ; but may, perhaps, be 
willing to buy their own ſecurity by ſacrificing their maſter, when 


any other method of eſcaping puniſhment. 


But, my Lords, all muſt allow this motion to. be reaſonable, 


whatever they think of the miniſter's conduct, who are of opinion 


chat a free people have a right of complaining when they feel op- 


preſſion, and of addrefling the. crown to remove a miniſter that has 
incurred their univerſal deteſtation. 

That ſuch is the condition of the preſent miniſter, I believe, will 
ſcarcely be denied, or may be diſcovered by thoſe who find them - 
ſelves inclined to doubt it, by aſking any man whom they ſhall ac- 
cidentally meet, what are his ſentiments on the ſituation of national 


afairs, and of the hands by which they are adminiſtered. What 


anſwer he will receive is well known to moſt of your Lordſhips. 


Let him not be ſatisfied with a ſingle ſuffrage, let him repeat the 
| queſtion to ten thouſand perſons, different in their ages, their con- 


ditions, and religious opinions, in every thing that produces con- 


llariety of diſpoſitions aud affcQions, be will yet find them unani- 
| ; mous 


* 
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r will look only with ſlent envy upon the affluence of thoſe whom 
they believe to be made great by fraud and plunder, ſwelled to in-. 
ſolence by the proſperity of guilt, and advanced to woe "0 and lux- 


guch of your Lordſhips who join with the people 3 in \ aſcribing e our pte 
ent unhappy ſtate not to the errors, but to the crimes of the miniſter, 
and who therefore think a bare removal not ſufficient to ſatisfy the 


cannot be expected while he ſtands exalted in proſperity, and dif- 
tributes the riches of the nation, and the gifts of his ſovereign at his 


ein bribe the avaricious, and intimidate the fearful; while he can 
increaſe the gratification of luxury, and enlarge the proſpects of 
ambition. For, my Lords, if it be conſidered from whom this evi- 
dence muſt be drawn, it will ſoon appear that no very im portant 1 


favour, and who, as they are moved only by intereſt, will continue 


they ſhall ſee no farther proſpect of advantage from ſerving him, or 
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mous in complaining of publick miſconduf, and i in ane 
gentleman as the author . 

Let us not imagine, my Lords, that theſe peenſations and mas: 
murs are confined to the loweſt claſs: of the people, to men whoſe 
canſtant attention to more immediate diſtreſſes, hinder them fron 
making excurſions beyond their own employments. For though 


perhaps it might be made evident from the accounts of paſt times, 


that no general diſſatisfaction, even among men of this rank, was ever 
groundleſs ; though it might be urged that thoſe who ſee little can 
only clamout, becauſe they feel themſelves oppreſſed; and though it 

might not unſeaſonably be hinted that they are at leaſt formidable fy 
their numbers, and have ſometimes executed that juſtice which they 
had not intereſt to procure, and trampled: upon that inſolence that 
has dared to defy them; yet I ſball not inſiſt upon ſuch motive, 
becauſe it is notorious Ret diſcontent is epidemical in all ranks, and 
that condition and obſervation are far from appeaſing it. 

Whether the diſcontent thus general is groundleſs, whether it i 
raiſed only by the falſe inſinuations of the diſappointed, and the 
wicked arts of the envious, whether it is, in exception to all the 
maxims of government, the firſt diſlike of an adminiſtration that 
ever overſpread a nation without juſt reaſons, deſerves to be en- 
Quired into, 


In this enquiry, my Lords, it will be neceſſary to conſider not 


only the ſtate of domeſtick affairs, increaſe or diminution of out 
debts, the ſecurity or violation of our liberties, the freedom or de- 
pendence of our ſenates, and the proſperity or declenſion of our 
trade, but to examine the ſtate of this nation, with regard to foreign 
powers; to enquire, whether we are equally fearcd and equally 
truſted now as in former adminiſtrations ; whether our alliances 
have contributed to ſecure us from our inveterate and habitual ene- 
mies, or to expoſe us to them; whether the balance of Europe be 
ſtilt in our hands; and whether, during this long interval of peace, 
our power has increaſed in the ſame proportion with that of c our Ir neigb 
bours. 

France, my ary is the con and hereditary enemy "of Bri- 
tons, ſo much divided from her in religion, government, and in- 
tereſt, that they cannot both be proſperous together ; as the in- 
fluence of one riſes, that of the other muſt by conſequence decline. 
Alliances may form a 8 ſhow of friendſhip, but it cannot con- 
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noe ; for their ſituation produces a natural rivalſhip, which every 


many reigns after the conquelt eſtabliſhed a radical and. inſuperable 
hatred between us, nor did thoſe wars ceaſe till the reformation pro- 
juced new occaſions of jealouſy and averſion. France was by theſe 


in ſtrengthening herſelf againſt us, by treaties and alliances z and in 


commerce, and improving her manufactures. | 

It has been, therefore, my Lords, the ſettled principle of every 
viſe adminiſtration, of every Briton whoſe opinions were not regu- 
lated by ſome other motives than thoſe of reaſon, to attend with the 
higheſt degree of vigilence to all the deſigns of the French, and op- 


extend their influence, and to check their conqueſts, obſtruct their 
alliances, and foreſtal their trade. 

For this great end it has been our conftant endeavour to 0 
the Auſtrian family, whoſe large dominions and numerous forces 


For this end we entered into a long war, of which we ſtill Ianguiſh 
under the conſequences, ſquandered ,the lives of our countrymen, 
and mortgaged the poſſeſſions of our poſterity. For failing in the 
proſecution of this purpoſe, for leaving France too formidable, and 
neglecting the intereſts of the emperor, was the treaty of Utrecht 
cenſured, and the authors of it proſecuted by the preſent miniſter ; 
but how much he has improved the errors of his predeceſſors to his 


Jon advantage, how diligent he has been to rectify the miſcarriages 


of their conduct, and ſupply the defect, I ſhall endeavour to ex- 
plain, 

It is well known, my Lords, that during the regency of the his 
of Orleans, we had nothing to apprehend from French machina- 
tions ; his intereſt, a tye which that nation is ſeldom found to 
break, held him ſteady to his engagements with us; nor is it leſs 
known. how much he diſtruſted Spain, and how little by conſequence 
he favoured her. We had at that time no neceſſity of anxiouſly at- 


tending to every whiſper of the French court, which was ſufficiently. 


engaged in regulating their domeſtick affairs, and repairing the ruins 
of a deſtructive war; but, my Lords, we ought to obſerve, that it 
| | | bad 


/1740-1.] . SIX ROBERT WALPOLE 143 


Lcidental circumſtance has contributed to increaſe. Long wars for 


reaſons obliged for many ages to employ all her influence and policy 


our times has given us a new reaſon for jealouſy by end her 


pole with inceſſant diligence every attempt to increaſe their force, or 


make a counter-balance on the continent to the power of France. 
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utmoſt care, by which Spain and France might poſſibly have been 


1740. 
had been happy for us had our miniſter laboured with en deir abhe 
the ſame employment. 0n © 

After the death of this duke, the affairs of France were ace s Imper 
f to their former ſituation, her old ſchemes were revived, her ancien This, 
| alliances cultivated, and her general intereſt purſued. Spain yy b many | 
; apain conſidered as the power which had the fame views with her, an t ſuch it 
{ which could never rival, but might always affift her. paper i 
fo. This alliance, my Lords, was intended to have been unalterabj ating f 
i confirmed by a marriage, but as no human policy can form meafurg fons 
4 certain of ſucceſs, an irreconcileable hatred was nearly produced by To thi 
is the meaſure intended to confirm a ſettled and indiſſoluble friendſhip oplying 
. The Infanta was ſent back after her arrival in France, an affront . 
tj which no nation would ſoon bave forgot, but which the genen BM t 
bl » - character and habitual ſentiments of the Spaniards inclined them u ne luck) 
10 reſent beyond any other people. To any one, acquainted with their ti 
1 character in this reſpect, it will readily appear, that no other inſul But th 
a or injury could ſo ſenſibly affect them, or excite ſo eager a deſire of LN ar 
jj revenge. This, my Lords, the fagacity of our miniſter ſhol ten ha. 
10 have diſcovered, this opportunity ſhould have been improved with the Wh. a. of t 
Mt ties, 
| diſunited for ages, and Britain have gained ſuch Nt as would They 
| 9 have made her the ſole arbitreſs of Europe. prevailed 
10 The Spaniards were not deficient on their ſide, n nor did Ut * was tip 
bal x to court our friendſhip, but gave us the higheſt proof of their con» mould e 
IN fidence by offering us the ſole mediation of their differences with the Heralt the 
14 emperor of Germany; but at this time it was, that the gentleman braltar, 
Ie whoſe conduct I am examining, obtained the chief influence in ou Spain ar 
It; counſels, and by his peculiar penetration diſcovered, that nothing 0 1 
was to be done which might give the leaſt offence to the French 
We therefore refuſed to mediate, unleſs French miniſters might be 
aſſociated with ours, which the Spaniards had too much __ to con 5 
ſent to. &« The 
Thus, my Lode. was neglected the firſt opportunity of "ny: and 
againſt the French an alliance by which they might have been awe fore 
in all their deſigns, and by which the peace of Europe might hae tro1 
been long preſerved, ject 
The Spaniards, finding that we would not undertake to reconcit of 
their differences with the emperor of Germany, and continuins cer 
theilt tot 
Vo. 
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This, my Lords, was the famous treaty of Viewsel Pen 6 of 


þ many projects and expedients, of ſo much terror and ſolicitude, 
f ſuch immenſe expences and perplexed negotiations. This treaty, 
paper innocent and well- meaning, which related only to the con- 
rating parties, kept for ſome time this nation in alarms, in appre- 
tenſions of conſpiracies, and expectations of invaſions. 
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ppplying to France for inſtructions, we ought to have acceded, by 
yhich we ſhould have divided the intereſt of the houſe of Bourbon, 
broken the combination of theſe pontifical powers, and, by improving 
ne lucky incident, obtained what our arms and our © om: 
eyer hitherto been able to accompliſh, 

But the French, ſenſible of their danger, and well 5 
vith our miniſter, contrived an expedient which indeed would not 


| ſhoul often have ſucceeded, but which was ſo well adapted to the intel- 
with the fes of this gentleman that it Extricated them from all their difficul- 
ve been | 

ties, 
1s would 


They told us, my Lords, and what is yet more wanderfal,: they 

Mpcevailed upon us to believe, that in this dreadful treaty. of Vienna, it 
negled was ſtipulated between the German emperor and Spain, that they 
ir con. 
vith the 


exalt the pretender to the throne, take immediate poſſeſſion of Gi- 
itleman | 


in ou f Spain and in the Weſtern Indies. This his late majeſty was adviſed 


_—_ to affert in his ſpeech from the throne, which I deſire may be read. 
wor Of which the following clauſes were read, 
to con- « My Lords and Gentlemen, | | 
« The diſtreſſed condition of ſome of our af religious brethren abroad, 
arming and the negotiations and engagements entered into by ſome 
n awed foreign powers, which ſeem to have laid the foundation of new 
it have troubles and; diſturbances in Europe, and to threaten my ſub- 
jects with the loſs of ſeveral of the moſt advantageous branches 
conciic of their trade, obliged me, without any loſs of time, to con- 
inuigg cert with other powers ſuch meaſures as might give a check 
thelf to the ambitious views of thoſe who are endeavouring to render 


Vor. I. L themſelves 


* 


der abhorrence of French mediators, concluded, without the inter- 
-ntion of any other der, a _ both of hai ws! alliance with 


To this treaty, had we ſingly regarded our own affairs, without 


ſhould employ their joint forces againſt Britain, that they ſnould 


braltar, and without mercy debar us for ever from our trade both in 
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- themſelves formidable, and put a ſtop to the farther progreſs 
fſuch dangerous deſigns. For theſe ends I have entered into 


defenſive alliance with the French king, and the king of Pruſſt 


to which ſeveral other powers, and particularly the Dutch, kay 
been invited to accede, and I have not the leaſt reaſon to douy 
of their concurrence, This NE — in a ſhort time be lil 


before you. 


-«« By theſe means, and by your ſupport ad aſſiſtance, I tr 
in God, I ſhall be able not only to ſecure to my own ſubjects th 
. enjoyment of many valuable rights and privileges, long ſing 
acquired for them by the moſt ſolemn treaties, but elfeQualy 
to preſerve the peace and balance of Europe, the hy: view and 


end of all my endeavours. 


e Tt is not to be doubted, but the enemies to my government 
will conceive hopes, that ſome favourable opportunity for reney- 


ing their attempts may offer, from the proſpe& of new trouble 
and commotions : they are already very buſy by their inſtrument 
and emiſſaries in thoſe courts, whoſe meaſures ſeem moſt to fi. 
vour their purpoſes, in ſoliciting and promoting the cauſe of the 
pretender ; but I perſuade myſelf, notwithſtanding the coun- 
tenance and ercouragement they may have received, or flatter 
_ themſelves with, the proviſion you ſhall make for the ſafety and 
defenceof the empire, will effectually ſecure me from any attempt 
from abroad, and render all ſuch projects vain and abortive. 
'« When. the world ſhall ſee that you will not ſuffer the Britih 
' - crown and nation to be menaced and inſulted, thoſe, who mot 
+ - envy the preſent happineſs and tranquillity of this empire, and 
are endeavouring to make us ſubſervient to their ambition, wil 
conſider. their own intereſt and circumſtances before they mike 
any attempt upon ſo brave a people, ſtrengthened and ſupportel 
by prudent and powerful alliances, and though deſirous to preſene 
the peace, able and ready to defend themſelves againſt the effort 
of all aggreſſors. Such reſolutions and ſuch meaſures timely 
taken, I am ſatisfied, are the moſt effectual means of preventing 
a war, and ne] to us the rr of n and pto- 
ſperity.“ | 
Who would not have been terrified, my Lords, at a treaty like this! 
Our religion was to be deſtroyed, our government ſubverted, and out 


trade r pang to nothing, What could a miniſtry thus intimidate 
N 12 do, 
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ogteſz , but reſign themſelves implicitly to the direction of a kind n 
d into pour that promiſed to ſhelter them from the ſtorm? | 


f Prutz There have been miniſters, my Lords, in former times, who, 


tch, bar pon hearing ſuch a repreſentation, would have conſidered, that 
to doupMWpritain was an iſland, that the pretender could not be foreed upon 
ie be Es without an army, and that an army could not be tranſported 


without ſhips, that the emperor of Germany had neither navies nor 
jorts, that Gibraltar might be eaſily ſupplied with every thing re- 
W:vilite for its defence, and that any attempt made by Spain to injure 

four trade, might eaſily be puniſhed by intercepting their plate fleets; 
They would then have conſidered whether attempts ſo improbable, 


A 1 truf 
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view and 
the information of an ambaſſador's ſecretary, who, as he: propoſed 


to reveal his maſter's ſecrets for a bribe, might as probably take ano- 
ther reward for impoſing upon thoſe whom he pretended to inform. 
Thoſe, therefore, who adviſed his majeſty to aſſert to the ſenate 
what they knew from no better authority, thoſe whoſe daring inſo- 
lence could make their ſovereign inſtrumental in alarming the peo- 
ple with falſe terrors, and oppreſſing them with unneceſſary n 
well deſerve to feel a ſenatori:1 cenſure. 


7ernment 
r reney 
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rument 
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ſe of the 


2 coun- | | 
ir ited But our miniſters, my Lords, were too much frighted to Ane 
Fety ul ſuch reflecons + they imagiged that deſtruction was hanging over 

us, and, in a dread of arbitrary government, oppreſſion and perſe- 


attempts 
 Whcution, concluded at Hanover a treaty with the French. 


ve. 
Brit Thus the French gair ed our confidence, and raiſed in us a diſtruſt 
ho mot of both the powers with whom it was our intereſt to be united: but 
re, and i" alliance of the empcror of Germany. with Spain made them 
n, wil ll uneaſy; and therefore they determined once more to make our 


-y make credulity inſtrumental i in procuring a nen between them 
pportel and the Spaniards. 


preſene To effect this, they kindly gave us intelligence, that when the 


e efforts Spaniards ſhould receive their treafures from the Weſtern Indies, they | 


timel deligned to employ it in favour of the pretender, and that therefore 
venting It was neceſſary to intercept it. This advice was thankfully liſtened 
nd pro to, a fleet was fitted out, and thouſands were ſacrificed without any 

advantage ; for the French not only forbore to aſſiſt us in the expe- 
«this dition, but forbade us to ſeize the treaſure when we had found it. . ; 


mb The Spaniards apprehending themſelves attacked, omitted no op- 
nidatel Portunity of ſhewing their reſentmen: z they ſeized our ſhips; and 
do, wy L 2 N laid 
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and ſtipulations ſo abſurd and ridiculous, ought to be credited upon 
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that they had recovered their antient allies the Spaniards, unleſ tha 
could diſunite them from the emperor of Germany: this it was lik 
- wiſe our intereſt to prevent, and yet this likewiſe we enabled "tha 


"oy 


laid fiege to Gibraltar, while our new allies looked quietly on, 2 
expected the event of their own ſcheme, which was far from bei 


defeated by our policy ; for the Spaniards, finding the return of t id 
American revenues inſuperably obſtruted, and knowing that ol 


emperor of Germany, that emperor who was to invade Britain, Wl 
not any power even to aſſiſt them, were obliged to have recourſe 
the nation which they then hated, and to forgive the paſt afironl 
that they might obtain their good offices in this exigence.  ' =Y 
But, my Lords, it was not ſufficient for the deſigns of the Frendif 


to effect; for they prevailed upon us to promiſe in our ſtipulation 
with the Spaniards, what they had not the leaſt claim to dea 
that Spain, inſtead of neutral troops, ſhould be introduced into lth, 
to ſecure certain ſueceſſions there to a ſon of the queen of Spalh, 
With what reluQtance the emperor of Germany would-eonfſent u 
ſee troops placed in the provinces bordering upon his dominions 
which would certainly on the firſt occaſion be employed to ade 
them, it was eaſy to foreſee, and with what degree of good-will he 
would regard thoſe. by whom they were introduced; yet,” my Lords 
ſuch was the influence of France, and fo ardent our defire of divert 
ing Spain from ſetting the pretender upon the throne of Britain, that 
we complied at all events, without any proſpe& or | proftiie of al. 
vantage. #28 


Thus were the Spaniards, by being perſuaded to make this demand, 


and we, by granting it, brought equally to ill terms with the em 


peror of Germany; and France was, by procuriag ſuch agreeable 
conditions to the Spaniards, again conſidered ag wont moſt we 
ally. * | 

That nation, my Lords; is in a very unhappy oY which is fh 
duced to admit ſuch terms as mediators are pleaſed it preſeribe. We 
durſt not refuſe the introduction of Spaniſh traps, nor durſt we 


introduce them without the emperor of Germany conſent, which, 


however, he granted at an eaſy rate, for he demanded only that * 
ſhould become guarantees of the Pragmatic Sanon, This nt 
gladly agreed to, and thought ourſelves ſo happy in purchaſing f 
cheaply an opportunity of ingratiating ourſelves 2 an, that # 
deſired no other recompence. . Thi 
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| This . with et emperor of en was, however, by no 
neans improper, nor could we, after the errors. which had been com- 
Fitted, do any thing more effectual to ee the balance of Eu- 
we, and re-eſtabliſh. our credit. c 
hut, my Lords, this only treaty, which it was for our Ha to. 
Lake, ſeems to have been made without any intention of obſerving 
for about this time all the northern powers were alarmed by the 
ing election of Poland, and every nation that had any 
thing either to hope or fear from: the.c event of * endeavoured to in- 


lence it. „ the , | 
How this deten » was n e my Ck and by what means, 


Eris unneceflary to relate; but it may not be improper to remark, 


that whatever cauſe we may have to congratulate ourſelves upon the 
choice, it does not appear that we had any part in promoting it. 
Nay, as it is not common for miniſters to keep the beſt part of their 
conduct ſecret, there is reaſon for ſuſpecting that they were not 
altogether without foundation reported to have favoured France. _ 
Theemperor of Germany, . ſenſible of his own intereſt, promo- 
ted the election with vigour and reſolution, proportioned to the 
greatneſs of the danger that might have ariſen from neglecting it. 
By this conduct he drew upon himſelf the reſentment of the French, 
who had now. a pretence for taking meaſures which might effectually 
ie· unite them to Spain, and, as the event ſhewed, alienate us from 
the emperor, and therefore, in vindication of the claim of Staniſlaus, - 
declared war upon Germany, in conjunction with Spain. 
Now, my Lords, the emperor learned to fet the true value upon 


Ihis alliance with Britain, and all Europe had an opportunity of re- 


marking our ſpirit, our power, and our vigilance. The troops which 

we prevailed upon his Imperial majeſty to admit into Italy, were 

now drawn out'of the garriſons againſt him, his dominions were at- 

tacked on each fide, by formidable enemies, and his Britiſh allies 

looked with tramquillity and unconcern upon the difficulties into 
which they had} betrayed him. The liberties of Europe were en- 

dangered by a new combination of the houſes of Bourbon; and 

britain, the great protectreſs of the rights of 'minkind, the great 
arbitreſs of the * of power, either en or feared to in- 

terpoſe. 


Of the enen of the war, my Lords, I need only obſerve, that it 
L 3 added 


APE | 


p E BAT E 


| yo | © - . len 7% 
| added new ſtrength to France, and contributed to ſuch an Union o expedit 
i between her and . as the Nu artful eln cannot hop 1 pheyed, 
i diſſolve. | What 
1 Thus, my Lords, by ata aghihks; cath treaty» J 
tl. or treachery, it is not eaſy to determine, we were made the inſtry. Wiſconcq ue! 
1 ments of the French policy. Thus was that power enabled by ou Every ma 
1 aſſiſtance to retrieve all that ſhe had Toft by the ill ſucceſs of hy own mini 
=_ arms, and by her indecent and contemptuous treatment of Spain, kingdom 
he Thus was the German emperor diſpirited and weakened ; thus wen pur dange 
1 | we deprived at once of our allies and our, reputation. . A war 
4 Our loſs of reputation, the greateſt loſs that bad meaſures ch of the mi 
| being upon a nation, is made evident beyond'controverſy, by the in, iſ" PP-* 
bh ſolence with which the Spaniards have treated us while we wen dients re 
Wi flattering, enriching, and ſupporting them. While we were fitting Wi” make 
| out ſquadrons to convey their princes'to Italy, and increaſing their ſuch ord: 
4 dominions at our own expence, they ſeem to have conſidered our good their ene 
00 offices, not as the benefits of friends, but the drudgery of faves intention 
9 and, therefore, could ſcarcely refrain from inſults while they employ. {ſuch a m 
| ed us, at leaſt when they no longer wanted our immediate afliſtance, I vepriſals, 
They renewed their contempt and cruelty, their robberies and op- Theſe 
preſſions; they preſcribed laws to our navigation, mn laid claim tothe inſin 
our colonies. men and 
To thele ravages, and injuries what did we —_— What but Wi naval an 
| bumble i intreaties, pacific negotiations, and idle remonſtrances ? In- Wot a ſupp 
ſtead of aſſerting our juſt claims, and inconteſtable poſſeſſions, ins i 2dvantat 
ſtead of preventing war by threatening it, and ſecuring ourſelves from WM inconſid 
a ſecond injury by puniſhing the firſt, we amuſed ourſelves: with ene WW tate of 
quiries, demands, repreſentations, and diſputes, till we became the Bf 2 ſmall 
jeſt of that nation, which it was in our power to diſtreſs, by intercept» ¶ they mi 
ing their treaſure, and to reduce to terms almoſt without bloodſhed. ſpread o 
Thus, my Lords, did we proceed, new queſtions ever aroſe, ad That 
the controyerſy became more intricate; commiſlaries were diſpatched I that the 
to Sp ain, who returned without obtaining either reſtitution or ſecu- if ther, o 
. rity, and in the mean time no opportunity was neglected of plunder- lence © 
ing our merchants and inſulting our flag: accounts of new confiſct there w 
tions and of new cruelties daily arrived, the nation was enraged ll bur en 
and the ſenate itſelf alarmed, and our miniſters, at length awakenel them ar 
from their tranquillity, ſent orders to the envoy at the Spaniſh cout Bl ®t ep 
| | Z | ; (9 4 


FEB. 19% 


o expedit 


an un 
* pbeyed, and produced the celebrated convention, 


hope t 


wardice, 'e2') 

e inſtr, conſequences of it were ſo obvious, that the nation was aſtoniſhed. 
4 by ou Every man ſaw, that we were either treacherouſly betrayed by our 
ö of . own miniſtry, or that the miniſters were almoſt the only men in the 


f Spain: 


kingdom utterly ene with our A our injuries, and 
nus Were | | 


pur danger. 15 | 
A war could now no longer be 8 it was not in the power 
of the miniſtry any longer to refuſe to ſend out our fleets, and make 
an appearance of hoſtile meaſures; but they had ſtill ſome expe- 
dients remaining to ſhelter the Spaniards from our reſentment, and 


Ires Can 
v the in. 


we 
e . to make their country yet more contemptible: they could contrive 
ng ther ſuch orders for their admirals as ſhould prevent them from deſtroying. 
ur good their enemies with too little mercy ; and if any one was ſuſpected of 
f ſlavez intentions leſs pacific, there were methods of equipping his fleet in 
employ. ¶ ſuch a manner as would effectually fuſtrate his ſchemes of revenge, 
Iiſtance, N vepriſals, and deſtruction. 3 


and op- Theſe, my Lords, are not the murmurs of the Ao nor 


aim the inſinuations of the factious; it is well known to our country- 
men and to our enemies, how ill admiral Vernon was furniſhed with 
at but WT naval and military ſtores, and how little his importunate demands 


s? In- of a ſupply were regarded. What opportunities were loſt, and what 


ns, in. advantages neglected, may be conjectured from the ſucceſs of his 
es from Wi inconſiderable force. A very little reflection on the ſituation and 
ith en. tate of thoſe countries will eaſily ſatisfy your Lordſhips, how far 
me the a ſmall body of land forces might have penetrated, what treaſures 
ercept- Wi they might have gained, and what conſternation they might have 
hed, ſpread over the whole Spaniſh America. * 


ſe, and That our ſquadrons in the Mediterranean have been at leaſt uſeleſs, 


,atched Wi that they have ſailed from point to point, and from: one coaſt to ano- 


r ſecu- I ther, only to diſplay the bulk of our ſhips, and to ſhew the opu- 


under. lence of our nation, can require no proof: I wiſh, my Lords, 

nfiſca- there was leſs reaſon for ſuſpeRing that they acted in concert with 

nragel Wi our enemies, that they retired from before their ports only to give 

:kencd I tem an opportunity of eſcaping, and that they in reality connived 
| cau't at ſome attempts which they were in appearance ſent to prevent. 

to There are ſome miſcarriages in war, my Lords, which every 

L 4 TE. | reaſonable 
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te an accommodation; theſe direQtions. were: immediately, 


What was given up or what was endangered ts this geteſtable 
your Lordſhips have often had occaſion to obſerve, and the 
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reaſonable man imputes to chance, or to cauſes of which the inf, 
ence could not be foreſeen ; there are others that may juſtly be tern, i 
ed the conſequences of miſconduR, but of | miſconduct inyolyn, 
tary and pardonable; of a diſregard perhaps of fome 'circumſancy 
of an affair produced by too cloſe an attention to others. But then France © 
are miſcarriages too for which candour itſelf can find no excuſe, i But, 
and of which no other cauſes can be aſſigned than cowardice y pences h. 
treachery. From the ſuſpicion of one, the paſt actions of the 2. idle pref 
miral who commands our fleet in thoſe ſeas will ſecure him, but! which n. 
no not whether there are now any that will attempt to clear thy iſ behold a 
miniſter's character from the imputation of the other. ſupport 
All the inſolence of the Spaniards, a nation by no means formi. preling 


dable, is the conſequence of the re- union of the houſes of Bourbon; effect uf 
a re- union which could not eaſily have been accompliſhed, but by the them : b 
inſtrumental offices of our miniſtry, whom, therefore, the nation eaſy to! 

which h 


has a right to charge with the diminution of its eee a thy 
decay of its trade. '* Jreſentme 

5 Nor has our trade, my Lords, bein only contrafied wal obſtrua. Wi all be 
ed by the piracies of Spain, but has been ſuffered to languiſh and tender 
decline at home, either by criminal negligence, or by their com- from the 
plaiſance for France, which has given riſe to our other calamitie. Jof the © 
The ſtate of our woollen manufactures is well known, and tho Wl That 
whoſe indolence or love of pleaſure keep them ftrangers to the other [am far 
misfortunes of their country, muſt yet have been acquainted with of no o 
this, by the daily accounts of riots and inſurrections, raiſed by thoſe bare ge: 
who, having been employed in that manufacture, can provide for Wi execu 

,  - their families by no other buſineſs, and are made his by the bey ar 
want of bread, _ _ ' anger, 
We are told, my nne by all parties, 2nd told with truth, that by the {1 

our manufactures decline, becauſe the French have engroſſed moſt of tor no o 


the foreign markets; and it is not denied even by thaſe whoſe in- By ih 
tereſt it might be to deny it, that the cloth which they ruin us by Lords, 
vending, is made of our own wool, which they are ſuffered topro- en 
cure. either by the folly of an aii, or * connivance of 3 ſeries, \ 


treacherous. adminiſtration, « commit 

If dur own manufactures, my. Lords, bad bow 8 pro- denomit 
mated, if the whole influence of our government had been made u enlargin 
ea operate with the induſtry of our traders, there had always been I winifter 


ſuch a demand for our wool, that they could not have afforded u Let if 
purchal | 
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Let it not be boaſted that nine millions are paid, when a new debt 


„ 1740-1-] SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 153 


purchaſe it at a price equivalent to the danger of exporting it : and if 


ny means were now ſteadily practiſed to prevent the exportation, 
our trade muſt conſequently revive, becauſe cloth is one of the ne- 


ceſſaries of life, which other nations mult have from + _ 
France can no longer ſupply them. 6 

But, my Lords, notwithſtanding the decay * OR our ex- 
pences have never been contracted; we have ſquandered millions in 
ile preparations, and oſtentatious folly; we have equipped fleets 
which never left the harbour, and raiſed armies which were never to 
behold any other enemy than the boneſt traders and huſbandmen that 
ſupport them. We have indeed heard many reaſons alleged for op- 
prefling the empire with ſtanding troops, which can have little 
effe& upon thoſe who have no intereſt to promote by admitting 
tem: ſometimes we are in danger of invaſions, though it is not 
eaſy to imagine for what purpoſe any prince ſhould invade a nation, 
which he may plunder at pleaſure, without the leaſt apprehenſion. of 


T reſentment, and which will reſign any of its rights whenever they 


ſhall be demanded: ſometimes, as we have already heard, the pre- 
tender is to be ſet upon the throne by a ſudden deſcent of armies 
from the clouds; and ſometimes the licenciouſneſs and diſobedience 
of the common people, requires the reſtraint of a ſtanding army. 


That the people are to the laſt degree exaſperated and inflamed, 


I am far from intending to deny, but ſurely they have yet been guilty 
of no outrage ſo enormous as to juſtify ſo ſevere a puniſhment ; they 
have generally confined themſelves to harmleſs complaints, or at leaſt 
to executions in effigy, The people, my Lords, are enraged becauſe 
they are impoveriſhed, and, to prevent the conſequences of their 
anger, their poverty is encreaſed by new burthens, and aggravated 
by the ſight of an uſeleſs deſpicable herd, ſupported by their induſtry, 
lor no other purpoſe. than to inſult them. 

By theſe uſeleſs armaments and military farces, our taxes, my 
Lords, have been continued without diminiſhing our Jabs. and the 
nation ſeems condemned to languiſh for ever under its preſent mi- 
cries, which, by furniſhing employment to a boundleſs number of 
commiſſioners, officers, and ſlaves to the court under a thouſand 
denominations, by diffuſing dependence over the whole country, and 
enlarging the influence of the crown, are too evidently of uſe to the 
ploifter, for us to entertain any hopes of his intention to relieve us. 
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of ſeven millions appears to be contracted; ; nothing is more eaſy tha 


to clear debts by wag; or to borrow when a nation is mort 


* 


Bagel for the payment. 

But the weight of the deter bine; my wait though was 
tho was perhaps ever ſupported by any nation for'ſo long a time, 
taxes greater than ever were paid, to purchaſe neither conqueſts not 
honours, neither to prevent invaſions from abroad, nor to quell re. 
bellions at home, is not the moſt flagrant charge of this wonderfy 
adminiftration, which, not contented with moſt exorbitant exe. 
tions, contrives to make them yet more oppreſſive by tyrannical me: 
thods of collection. With what reaſon” the author of the exciſe 
ſeheme dreads the refentment of the nation, is ſufficiently obvious; 
but furely, in a virtuous and benevolent mind, the firſt ſentiments 
that would have ariſen on that occaſion, would not have been mo- 
tions of anger but of gratitude, A whole nation was condemned tg 
flavery, their remonftrances were neglected, their petitions ridiculed, 
and their deteſtation of tyranny treated as diſaffection to the eſta. 
bliſhed government ; and yet the author of this horrid ſcheme riots 
in affluence, and triumphs in-authority, and without fear as without 
ſhame lifts up his head with confidence and ſecurity. 

How much, my Lords, is the forbearance of that people to be ad- 
mired, whom ſuch attacks as theſe have not provoked to tranſgreſs the 
bounds of their obedience; who have continued patiently to hope for 


legal methods of redreſs, at a time when they ſaw themſelves threat- 


ened with legal ſlavery, when they ſaw the legiſlative power,  efta- 
bliſhed only for their protection, influenced by all poſſible methods 
of corruption to betray them to the mercy of the miniſtry? 

For, that corruption has found its way into one of the houſes 
of the legiflature, is univerſally believed, and without ſcruple 
maintained by every man in the nation, who is not evidently re- 
ſtrained from ſpeaking as he thinks; and that any man can 
even be of a different opinion, that any man can even affirm that 
he thinks otherwife, would be, in any other age, the ſubject of 
aſtoniſhment. That an immenſe revenue is divided among the mem- 
bers of the other houſe, by known ſalaries and publick employments, 
is apparent; that large ſums are privately ſcattered on preſſing 
exigencies, that ſome late tranſactions of the miniſtry were not con- 
hrmed but at a high price, the preſent condition of the civil lift, a 
civil liſt vaſtly ſuperior to all the known expences of the crown 
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makes highly probable. That the commons themſelves ſuſpe& the 


Jterminations of their aſſembly to be influenced by ſome other mo- 
ves than juſtice and truth, is evident from the bill this day ſent 


to the crimes of that man who has patronized our enemies, and 
given up our navigation, ſunk. his country into contempt abroad, 


legiſlature. | 
But, my Lords, the miniſter has not only contributed by his 


wickedneſs or his ignorance to the preſent calamities, but has ap- 
plied all his art and all his intereſt to remove from poſts of honour 
and truſt, to baniſh from the court, and to exclude from the legiſla- 
ture, all thoſe whoſe counſels might contribute to reſtore the publick 


affairs, without any regard to the popularity of their characters, the 


uſefulneſs of their talents, or the importance of their paſt ſervices to 
the crown. Had any of theſe conſiderations prevailed, we had not 
ſeen the greateſt general in Britain diſpoſſeſſed of all his preferments, 
diſpoſſeſſed at a time when we -are at war with one nation, and in 
expeRation of being attacked by another far more powerful, which 
will doubtleſs be encouraged, by his removal, to more daring con- 
tempt, and more-vigorous meaſures. 8851 |; 

What where the motives of this procedure, it is b to diſcover. 
As his open defence of the preſent royal family in the late re- 
bellion exempts him from the imputation of being diſaffected to the 
crown, the only crime with which he can be charged is diſaffection to 


C the miniſter, 


Perhaps, my Lords, the miniſter may Ra determined to re no 
need of generals in his tranſactions with foreign powers; but in propor- 


tion as he relies leſs upon the ſword, he muſt depend more upon the 


ats of peaceable negotiation, and ſurely there has been another per- 


ſon diſmiſſed from his employments, whoſe counſels it had been no 


reproach to have aſked, and to have followed. 

The nature of my motion, my Lords, makes it not neceſſary to 
produce evidence of theſe facts, it is ſufficient that any miniſter is 
univerſally ſuſpected; for when did an innocent man, ſupported by 


power, and furniſhed with every advantage that could contribute to 


exalt or preſerve his character, incur the general hatred of the peo- 
ple? But if it could ever happen by a cambination of unlucky acci- 
(nts, what could be more for the happineſs of himſelf, his maſter, 

and 


vicher for our concurrence ; and ſurely no aggravation can be added 


and into poverty a at home, plundered the people, and "OOO . 
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and the nation, than that he ſhould retire and enjoy the conſeiouſng He ws 
of his on virtue. My Lor 
His owa intereſt in ſuch a retirement 1 have already confien, Jord has 
and that both of the prince and the people is no leſs apparent: hie nor nece 
@ hated miniſter is employed, the king will always be diſtruſted you Lo 
the nation, and ſurely nothing can ſo much obſtruct the public; Wiſs the © 
happineſs, as a want of confidence | in thoſe who are intruſted wit That 
its preſervation. imputed 
That common fame is in this caſe 4 will not be queſtioned my opin 
e JF is conſidered that common fame is never without a found Hof thing 
tion in facts, that it may ſpread diſquiet and ſuſpicion over all th WF Com! 
| kingdom, and that the ſatisfaction of millions is very cheaply pur. kind of 
chaſed by the degradation of one man, who was exalted only for their WM borate tl 
| benefit. Py "ooo ten Fionitn + | e which e 
The objection, that there is no ſole miniſter, will create no greater iſ eſtimati 
difficulty ; if there be many concerned in theſe tranſactions, r«. Wi great in 
ſpondeat ſuperior + but it is too apparent that there is in reality one If we 
whoſe influence is greater than that of any other private man, and will be 
who is arrived at a height not conſiſtent with the nature of the on trut 
Britiſh government; it is unconteſted that there is one man to whom more di 
the people i 27% 08 their mene, and by whoſe removal they will be n oppc 
appeaſed. they ſh 
The affairs of Europe, my Lords, will probahly be ſo much em Wi educatic 
barraſſed, and the ſtruggles between the different deſigns of its princes Milf been or 


be ſo violent, that they will demand all our attention, and em- if paſſion 
ploy all our addreſs, and it will be to the higheſt degree dangerous Wh country 
to be diſtrated at the ſame time with apprehenſions of domeſtic and pra 
troubles ; yet ſuch is the preſent unhappy ſtate of this nation, and their ſe 
| ſuch is the general diſcontent of the people, that tranquillity, adhe- 
rence to the government, and ſubmiſſion to the laws, cannot res- 
ſonably be hoped, unleſs the motion I ſhall now take leave'to make 
your Lordſhips, be complied with: And I move, „ That an humble 
addreſs be preſented to his majeſty, moſt humbly to adviſe and be- any ca 
ſeech his majeſty, that he will be moſt graciouſly pleaſed to remove Will plicabl, 
the right honourable Sir Robert Walpole, knight of the moſt noble Wl Jacious 
order of the blue ribband, firſt commiſſioner of his majeſty's treaſury, Wil diſſemi 
and chancellor of the exchequer, and one of his majeſty's moſt ho- and flo 
$554 privy council, ſtom his majeſty s preſence and councuy ſo If th 
ever. 0 of eve 


little c 


* 


FER, 13 
ſciouſath 


He was ſeconded by Lord A#1nGDoN in the following manner :- 
Lords, the copiouſneſs and perſpicuity with which the ds 


nſidered, Word bas laid down the reaſons of his motion, make it neither eaſy 
t: whils nor neceſſary to enlarge upon them. I ſhall therefore only offer to 
ruſted your Lordſhips a few thoughts upon the authority of common fame, 
publik as the evidence upon which the motion is in part founded. 


ted with That all the miſcarriages of our late meaſures are by common fame 
imputed to one man, I ſuppoſe, will not be denied, nor can it, in 

eſtioned, WY my opinion, be reaſonably required, that in the preſent circumſtances 

found. Mof things any other proof ſhould be brought againſt him. 

er all tie Common fame, my Lords, is admitted in courts of law 28 4 

ply put. kind of auxiliary or ſupplemental evidence, and is allowed to corro=- 

for their WM borate the cauſe which it appears to favour. , The general regard 


which every wiſe man has for his character, is a proof that in the 


) greater iſ eſtimation of all mankind, the teſtimony of common fame is of too 
ons, . great importance to be diſregarded. 
lity one If we conſider the nature of popular opinions on publick affairs, it 
an, and vill be difficult to imagine by what means a perſuaſion not founded 
of the on truth ſhould univerſally take poſſeſſion of a people; it will be yet 
> whom more difficult to believe that it ſhould preſerve its empire, and that 
will be in oppoſition to every art that can be made uſe of to undeceive hem, 
| they ſhould pertinaciouſly adhere to an error not imbibed in their 
ich em · ¶ education, nor connected with their intereſt. And how has any man 
princes WH been originally prejudiced againſt the preſent miniſter? Or what 
nd em- Wil paſſion or intereſt can any man gratify, by imagining or declaring his 


Ngerous country on the verge of ruin? The multitude, my Lords, cenſure 
omeſtie WY and praiſe without diſſimulation, nor were ever accuſed of diſguiſing 
on, and their ſentiments ; their voice is at leaſt the voice of honeſty, and has 


,  adhe- WF been termed the voice of heaven by that party of which thoſe affect to 


ot res. de thought whom it now condemns, 

o make Let it not be urged, that the people are eaſily deceived, that they 

humble think and ſpeak merely by caprice, and applaud or condemn without, 

nd be. any calm enquiry or ſettled determination; theſe cenſures are ap= 

remove plicable onl: y to ſudden tumults, and guſts of zeal excited by fal 

t noble lacious appearances, or by the alarms of a falſe report induſtriouſly 

eaſury, diſſeminated, but have no relation to opinions gradually propagategs 

oſt ho: and lowly received. 

cus fot 
| of every report, why have the writers for the miniſter found ſo 


HIT little credic? Why haye all the loud declamations and the laboured 
2 arguments, 


1740-1.] '$IR ROBERT WALPOLE 7 


If the credulity of the people expoſes them to ſo eaſy an admiſſion 
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arguments, the artful inſinuations, and poſitive aſſertions which has 
been for many years circulated round che nation, at the expence q 
the government, produced no effect upon the people, nor COnvincel 
any man who was not apparently bribed to reſign his private opinig 
to that of his patrons? Whence comes it, my Lords, that falſhoy 
is more ſucceſsful than truth, and that the nation is inclined to con. 
plain rather than to triumph? It is well known that the people hay 
been charged in all former ages, with being too much dazzled by the 
glitter of fortune, and the ſplendour of ſucceſs, and beſtowing thei 
applauſes not according to the degrees of merit, but proſperity. The 
miniſter, my Lords, has defeated his opponents in almoſt all their 
attempts ; his friends have ſounded victory every ſeſſion, and yet the 
people declare againſt him ; his adverſaries have retired into thy 
country with all the vexation of diſappointment, and have been te, 
warded for their unſucceſsful efforts with general acclamations. What 
is it, my Lords, but the power of truth, that can preſerve the van. 
quiſhed from ridicule, and influence the nation to believe them the 
only patrons of their commerce and liberty, in oppoſition to all the 
writers and voters for the miniſtry ? 

If we conſult hiſtory, my Lords, how ſeldom do we God. an ine 
nocent miniſter overwhelmed with infamy ? Innocent men haje 
ſometimes been deſtroyed by the haſty fury, but ſcarcely ever by ibe 
ſettled hatred of the populace. Even that fury has generally bcen 
kindled by real grievances, though imputed to thoſe who had no 
| ſhare in producing them; but when the tempeſt of their firſt rage has 
ſubſided, they have ſeldom retuſed to hear eke and to dillinguilh 
the patriot from the oppreſſor. 


But though it ſhould be ani my Lords, that the people 


have been blinded by falſe repreſentations, and that ſome cauſes jet 
undiſcovered, ſome influence which never has been known to operate 
in any ſtate before, hinder them from bebolding their own felicity; 
yet as publick happineſs is the end of government, and no man can 
be happy that thinks himſelf miſerable, it is in my opinion neceſſary 
to the honour of his majeſty, and to the tranquillity of the nation, 
that your Lordſhips ſhould agree to the preſent motion. 

The Duke of NEWCASTLER anſwered to this effect -—- 
Lords, it is not without wonder that 1 hear a motion ſo uncommed 
and important, a motion which may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to have 
been long premeditated, and of which ſuch affecting expectations 

have 
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have been raiſed; ſo weakly ſupported. by evidence. I cannot think 
that any other atteſtation is needful for the vindication of the right 
honourable gentleman, whoſe conduct is this day to be examined, 
man the declaration of the noble lord, that there Poon: no bol 
evidence. againſt nim. 

The pretence that no e can be expected 3 5 continues 
in his preſent ſtation, is too openly fallacious to impoſe upon your 
Lordſhips ; for why ſhould his influence be greater, and his power 
leſs reſiſtible than that of other miniſters, who are well known to 


have found accuſers in the height of their authority, and to have 


been dragged to puniſhment almoſt from behind the throne? 

It is ſufficiently known, that during the continuance of this ad- 
miniſtration, many have been diſmiſſed from their employments, who 
appear not altogether unaffected with the loſs, and from whoſe reſent- 
ment a diſcovery of wicked meaſures might be reaſonably expected, 
i their acquaintance with the ſecrets of the government muſt have 
given opportunities of detecting them. If, therefore, no particular 
crimes are charged upon him, if his enemies confine themſelves to 
obſcure ſurmiſes, and general declamations, we may reaſonably con- 
clude, that his behaviour has been at leaſt blameleſs. For what can 
be a higher encomium than the filence of thoſe who have made it 
the buſineſs of years to diſcover ſomething. that; might be alleged 
againſt him on the day of trial. 

I ſuppoſe that no man can queſtion the penetration of thoſe noble 
lords who have opened this debate, and I, my Lords, ſhall be very far 
from inſinuating that cowardice ſuppreſſes any of their ſentiments, As 
the higheſt reproach that can be thrown upon any man, is to ſuggeſt 
that he ſpeaks what he does not think, the next degree of meanneſs 


would be to think what he dares not ſpeak, when the publick voice | 


of his country calls upon him. 

When therefore popular reports are alleged a as the foundation of the 
addreſs, it is probable that it is not founded in reality upon known 
crimes or atteſted facts, and if the ſudden blaſts of fame may be 
eſteemed equivalent to atteſted nen, what NR of virtue can 
confer ſecurity ? | 

That the clamour is ſo loud and ſo general as it is repreſented, I 
can diſcover no neceſſity of admitting; but however the populace may 
have been exaſperated againſt him, we are ſurely not to be influenced 
by their complaints, without enquiring into the cauſe of them, and 

informing 
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informing” ourſelves whether. they proceed from real hardſkips, ws 

neceſſary ſeverities, and calamities too heavy to be borne, or fon 
- eaprice, and inconſtancy, idle rumours, and artful repreſentation, 

I very readily allow, my Lords, that nothing has been lefty 
attempted that might fill the people with ſuſpicion and diſcontent 
That inevitable calamities have been imputed to miſeonduct, or ig 
treachery, and even the inconſtancy of the winds and ſeverity of 
the weather charged upon the right honourable gentleman, the daily 
libels that are in every man's hand, are a ſtanding evidence; and 
tho I ſhould grant that the people never complain without cauſe, 20 
that their burthens are always heavy before they endeavour to ſhiks 
them off, yet it will by no means follow, that they do not ſometing 
miſtake the cauſe of their miſeries, and impute their burthens to the 
cruelty of thoſe whoſe utmoſt application is W 005 to Tight 
them. | 

Common fame is Gr my Lords, no ſufficient ground fot 
ſuch a cenfure as this, a cenſure that condemns a man long verſediq 


_ high employments, long honoured with the confidence of his ove: 


reign, and diſtinguiſhed by the friendſhip of the moſt illuſtrious per! 


ſons in the nation, to infamy and contempt, unheard, and even un. 
accuſed; for he againft whom nothing is produced but gener 
charges, ſupported by the evidence of common Tame, _ be Sally 
eſteemed to be free from accuſation. 

That other evidence will appear e him WO he ſhall be te. 
duced, in conſequence of our agreeing to this motion, to the levd 
with his fellow-ſubje&s, that all informations are now precluded by 
the terrors of reſentment, or the expectations of favour, has been 


inſinuated by the noble lord, who made the motion: whether hi 


inſinuation be founded only upon conjecture, ' whether it be one of 


thoſe viſions which are raiſed by hope in a warm imagination, ot 


upon any private informations communicated to his Lordſhip, I pre- 


tend not to determine; but if we may judge from the known cone! 


dud of the oppoſition, if we confider their frequent triumphs befor 
the battle, and their chimerical ſchemes of diſeoveries, or proſeci- 
tions and puniſhments, their conſtant aſſurance of ſucceſs upon the 
approach of a new conteſt, and their daily predictions of the ruin 
of the adminiſtration, we cannot but ſuſpect that men ſo long 7. 
cuſtemed to impoſe upon themſelves, and flatter one another with 


they 


e hopes, ey”: now likewiſe be dreaming of intelligence which 
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zips, bey never will receive, and amuſing themſelves with ſuſpicions which 
or fron hey have no reaſonable expectation of ſeeing confirmed. 0 
ntatioꝶ And to confeſs the truth, my Lords, if I may be allowed, in imi- 
left un aon of theſe patrons of their country, to indulge my own imagi- 
ſcontem Miſpation, and preſume to look forward to the future conduct of thoſe 
A, or bo have exerted ſuch unwearied induſtry in their attempts upon the 


xdminiſtration, and ſo long purſued the right honourable gentleman 
ith enquiries, examinations, rhetoric, and ridicule, I cannot buf 
End myſelf inclined to queſtion whether, after their motion ſhall have 


Verity of 
the daily 


ce; a 

5 2 been received in this houſe, and their petition granted by his majeſty, 
to ſhake ey will very ſolicitouſly enquire after evidence, or be equally dili- 
metime gent in the diſcovery of truth, as in the perſecution of the miniſter. 
8 to the lam afraid, my Lords, that they will be too deeply engaged in 
Tighten te care of making a dividend of the plunder in juſt proportions, to 


poſts, large ſalaries, and extenſive power, will revive ſome paſſions, 
which the love of their country has not yet wholly extinguiſhed, and 
is ſore: cave in their attention no room for deep reflections, and intricate 
OUS peri enquiries, There have formerly, my Lords, been patriots, who, 
„en un WY upon a ſudden advancement to a place of profit, have been immedi- 
generd ately lulled into tranquillity, learned to repoſe an implicit confidence 
e julth in the miniſters, forgotten to harangue, threatenz enquire, and 
proteſt, and ſpent the remaining part of their lives in the harm- 

be re. ess amuſement of counting their ſalaries, perquilites, and gratuities, 
he level How great, my Lords, would be the diſappointment of the peo- 
aded by ple, that unhappy people which has been long neglected and oppreſ[- 
18 been ed, which ſo juſtly deteſts the miniſter, and calls ſo loudly for ven- 
ther b eance, when they ſhall ſce their defenders remit the vigour of the 
one of MW purſuit, when once the miniſter flies before them, and inſtead of 
'on, of ding him into exile, contend about his places! 
pre- Unbappy then ſurely, my Lords, would the nation 25 the d- 
n cons MY miniſtration, we are told, is already univerſally abhorred, and its hope 
beſore is only in the oppoſition; but ſhould the zeal of the patriots once 
rofecs MY grow cold, ſhould they diſcover to the publick, that they have been 
on the labouring not for general liberty, but for private advantage; that 
je ruin they were enemies to power only becauſe it was not in their hands; 
ng 2c- and diſapproved the meaſures of the government only becauſe they 
r with ere not conſulted ; how inevitably muſt the people then fink into 
e which deſpair; how he mult they then imagine their deſtruction ? 

they 1 Vor. J. | M . It 
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find leiſure for purſuit of the enemy, and that the ſight of vacant 
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It ſeems b my Lords, equally prudent and juſt to. meh 
this motion, till better proof ſhall be brought to ſupport it; 
by complying with it, we ſhould heighten rather than appeaſe jþ 
diſcontent of the people; left we ſhould too ſoon deprive then 
their only conſolation, and expaſe the en. to m— Withou 
vindicating the miniſtry. | ” 

In my opinion, my Lords, all who wn eee the "_ o 
the preſent miniſtry, muſt necefſari;y join in rejecting the motion 
as cruel and unequitable, and incline to ſupport a juſt; and continue 
a wiſe adminiſtration ; and all thoſe whom the reſtleſs clamours 0 
the oppoſite party have perſuaded to regard them as arbitrary, cu. 
rupt, and perfidious, muſt,” if they are true friends to their county, 
and ſteady exactors of juſtice, reſolve to defer their compliance, j 
order to bring to light the evidences ens nts for a legal conviQtion 
and ſeverer puniſhment. n 

That theſe evidences will never be found, and that cbere 
no legal puniſhment will ever be inflited, we may reaſonably coll 
from the injuſtice of the laboured charge which your Lordſhiy 
have now heard; a charge drawn up with all the aſſiſtance of ſens 


torial and political knowledge, and diſplayed with all the powerd 
eloquence, a collection of every occurrence for many years, d 


which any circumſtance could be ſhewn in an unfavourable ligt, 
and a recapitulation of all the meaſures which have miſcartie 
by unforeſeen ebenes or which the populace have been perſuaded to 
diſlike. . - | a 

In the adminiſtration of governments, my Lords, many mezfurt 


reaſonable and juſt, plann'd out in purſuance of a very exact know 


ledge of the ſtate of things then preſent, and very probable conjet: 
tures concerning future events, have yet failed to produce the ſuccel 
which was expected; they have been ſometimes defeated by the in- 
conſtancy or diſhoneſty of thoſe who are equally engaged in. then, 


and ſometimes fuſtrated by accidents, of which only Providence hu 


the diſpoſal. It will even be allowed, my Lords, that the miniliy 
have been ſometimes miſtaken in their conjectures, and perhaps de- 
ceived by their intelligence, but I will preſume to ſay, it never wil 
be diſcovered that they willingly betrayed, or heedleſs)y neglected theit 
truſt, that they ever oppreſſed their country with unneceſſary bul⸗ 
thens, or expoſed it to be inſulted by foreign powers. 


perhaps, be found that they ever appeared Srolsly ignorant of 5 
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publick intereſt, or failed to diſcover any obvious truth, of foreſee 
any probable contingencies, ct 
But, my Lords, I am willing to confeſs that they cannot judge FY 
wents to come with ſuch unerring and demonſtrative knowledge'as 
their opponents can obtain of them after they have happened; and 
they are inclined to pay all neceſſary deference to the great ſagaeity 
of thoſe wonderful prognoſticators, who can fo exactly foreſee the 
pt. They only hope, my Lords, that you will conſider how 
much harder their taſk is than that of their enemies; they a are 


Linn. 13 
| to neh 
t it; 
PPeale the 
e them q 
„ Withay 


onduct of 
© motion, 
| contings 


mours A obniged to determine very often upon doubtful intelligence, and 
ary, cn obſcure view of the deſigns and inclinations of the neighbouring 
count powers ; and as their informers may be either treacherous ur miſta- 
iance, I len, and the intereſts of other ſtates are ſubject to alterations, they 
2nvidionWſmay be ſometimes deceived and diſappointed. But their opponents, 


my Lords, are exempt by their employment from the laborious taſk | 
therefore 


of ſearching into futurity, and collecting their reſolutions; from a 
ly coll bong compariſon of dark hints and minute circumſtances.” Their 
Lordſhibuſineſs is not to lead of ſhew the way, but to follow at a diſtance, 
> of ſens and ridicule- the perplexity, and aggravate the miſtakes” of their 
power of guides. They are only to wait for conſequences, which, if they q 
years, are proſperous, they miſrepreſent as not intended, or paſs over in ; 
ble light, Wi filence, and are glad to hide them from the notice of mankind, But 
niſcatteii if any miſcarriages ariſe, their penetration immediately awakes, they 
ſuaded bi ee at the firſt glance the fatal ſource of all our miſeries, they are 


aftoniſhed at ſuch a concatenation of blunders, and alarmed with 

meaſurM the moſt diſtracting apprehenſions of the danger of their country. 

g Kno Accuſation of political meaſures is an eaſy province, eaſy, my 

> conjet Lords, in the ſame proportion as the adminiftration of affairs - 

e ſucceh difficult ; for where there are difficulties, there will be ſome miſtakes z * 

„the u. and where there are miſtakes, there will be occaſions of triumph, to 

in them te factious and the diſappointed. But the juſtice of your Lord- 

ence lM hips will certainly diſtinguiſh between errors and crimes, and be- 
miniſtg deen errors of weakneſs and mn * un as are —_ dif 

haps de eoverable by conſequences. | 

ever wil i may add, my Lords, that your wildom will eaſily aud the ar 

ed their i ference between the degree of capacity requiſite for recollecting the 

ry but. Paſt, and forekriowing the future; and expect that thoſe whoſe am- 
will H Pition incites them to endeavour after a ſhare in the government of their 

t of the country ſhould give better proofs of their qualifieations for that high 
publik M 2 truſt, 
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truſt, than mere ſpecimens of their memory, their rhetoric, or t The w 
malice. enlarged 
Even the noble Lats; who muſt be confeſſed to have len; e ov 
very extenſive acquaintance with foreign affairs, and to have very might ha 
curately conſidered the intereſts and diſpoſitions of the princes been eſpe 
Europe, has yet failed in the order of time, and by one error yyiſifeſed ma 
| much. invalidated his charge of miſconduct in foreign affairs, by many 
I The treaty of Vienna, my Lords, was not produced by they of diſapf 
jection of the Infanta, unleſs a treaty that was made before it edu That! 
be the conſequence of it; ſo that there was no ſuch opportunin was inte! 
throw into our hands as the noble Lord has been pleaſed to repreliſef the p 
Spain had diſcovered herſelf our enemy, and our enemy in the. big; be ſuppot 
| eſt degree, before the French provoked her by that inſult; aff elly be 
therefore, how much ſoever ſhe might be enraged againſt Fran Wi farances 
chere was no proſpect that ſhe would favour us, nor could we hit prejudice 
courted her alliance without the len 5 of meanneſs honoural 
diſhonour. upon the 
See then, my Lords, this 2 atrocious accuſation founded: upon ti teſtimon 
dates, upon a prepoſterous arrangement of occurrences ; behold i But, r 
- vaniſh into ſmoke at the approach of truth, and let this inftang ſuch a c 
.- convince us how eaſy it is to form chimerical blunders, and imputi ſuch ill 
\ groſs follies to the wiſeſt adminiſtration ; how eaſy it is to chu they fou 
others with miſtakes, and how difficult to avoid them. It is 
But we are told, my Lords, that the dangers of the confedeng conſider 


at Vienna were merely imaginary, that no contract was made 1 affairs. 
the diſadvantage of our dominions, or of our commerce, and thai and ſag; 
the weakneſs of the Spaniards and Germans had contrived ſuch i own pox 
ſcheme, it would ſoon have been diſcovered by them to be an al Spaniarc 
dream, a plan impoſlible to be reduced to execution. 
We have been amuſed, my Lords, on this occaſion with gien 
profuſion of mirth and ridicule, and have received the conſolation o to recei! 
hearing that Britain is an iſland, and that an iſland is not to be in- That 
vaded without ſhips. We have been informed of the nature of tl preſent 
king's. territories, and of the natural ſtrength of the fortrels 0 compan 
Gibraltar; but the noble Lord forgot that though Britain has no de: Nor is | 
minions on the continent, yet our ſovereign. has there a very ext doing | 
ſive country, which, though we are not to make war for the kr greater 
of ſtrengthening orenlarging it, we are ſurely to defend when EW empts 
have drawn an invaſion upon it. 5 25 | am 
| The 


us, or a 
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paſſed over in filence, though it is apparent how eaſily the pretender 
night have landed here, and with what warmth his cauſe would have 
been eſpouſed, not only by thoſe whoſe religion avowed and pro- 
eſſed makes them the enemies of the preſent royal family, but 
by many whom proſpects of intereſt, the love of novelty, and kg 
of diſappointment, might have inclined to a change. 


repreſe i 
the.high 
ſult; I 


of the pretender, are very bold aſſertions, and though they could 
be ſupported by all the evidence that negatives admit of, yet will not 
eaſily be believed by your Lordſhips, in oppoſition to the ſolemn aſ- 
nranees of his late majeſty. It is evident from this inſtance how much 


teſtimony of the king himſelf. 
behold i 
inſtanee 
d impute 
> cha: they founded, but upon the impoſſibility of executing ſuch deſigns ? 
| It is well known, my Lords, how differently different parties 
feder 
made ty 
d that! 
d ſuch 


an aii 


affairs. Every man is partial in favour of his own equity, ſtrength, 
and ſagacity. Who can ſhew that the ſame falſe opinion of their 


th great 
lation of 
o be in. 
e of the 
trels dl 


duſtriouſly taught to believe the greateſt part of Wet nation is ready 
to receive ? 4 

That they might have injured our trade is too evident from our 
preſent experience, and that they would have ſupported the Oſtend 
company, which they eſpouſed in an open manner, is undeniable. 
vo do Nor is it in the leaſt unlikely, that elated with the certain power of 


exten: doing much miſchief, and with the imaginary proſpects of far 


he fake 


preater effects, they might engage in a confederacy, and farther at- 
hen we 


tempts againſt us. 
Im far from i imagining, my Lords, that it was in the power of 
| * 5 | the 


Tit 


The weakneſs of the Spaniards,” my Lords, has been alſo much 
enlarged upon, but the ſtrength of the Jacobites at home has been 


prejudice prevails over argument; they are ready to condemn the right 
honourable gentleman to whom they give the title of ſole miniſter, . 
upon the ſuffrage of common fame, yet will not een him upon the 


| But, my Lords, the arguments alleged to prove the improbabil ity of | 
ſuch a confederacy, are fo weak in themſelves, that they require no 
ſuch illuſtrious evidence to cverbalance them, For upon what are 


conſider the ſame cauſe, the ſame deſigns, and the ſame tate of 


own power, and of our inteſtine diviſions, which now prompts the | 
Spaniards to contend with us, might not then incite them to invade 
us, or at leaſt to countenance the attempts of one, whom they are in- 


That no ſuch ſtipulations were made by that treaty, that no Way | 
portuniſi 2s intended to our commerce, nor any invaſion propoſed in favour 
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the Germany aud Spaniards: united to force the . upon wy, 
though we had ſtood alone againſt them; but the impoſlibility ads 
ſycceeding i in their deſign was not then ſa apparent to them as it is y 
preſent. to us; they had many reaſons. to wiſh, and therefore would 
not be long without ſome to believe it practicable; and it was ng 
the danger but the inſult chat en. his e to enter 
into an, alliance with France. 6 
"War, my Lords, is always to be a if — pollaſions.s and 
reputation of 2 people can be preſerved without it; it was therefore 
more eligible to oblige them ta lay aſide, their ee while it was ye, 
0 ly ; in idea, than to defeat it in its execution. And an allianc 
with F. rance effectually reſtrained the emperor, as out fleets Am 
rica. reduced the Spaniards to defire peace. | 

Why ws. did not ſeize the cargo of the 8 3 been ofich 
aſked, and as often ſuch anſwers have been returned as ought. to (+ 
tisfy, any rational examiner. We did not ſeize them, my Lords, be. 
cauſe a larger part belonged to other nations than to the Spaniards, 
and becauſe the intereſts of our trade made it convenient not to, exal- 
perate the Spaniards, fo far as to render a reconciliation very difficult, 
In the terms of this reconciliation, my Lords, it is charged upon 
| the miniſtry, that they were guilty of contributing to the power of 
the houſe o of Bourbon, by ſtipulating that Spain, inſtead of neutial 
troops, ſhould be introduced into Italy. That thoſe troops were lels 
agreeable to the emperor cannot be denied, but it has already been 
ſhewn haw little reaſon we bad to conſult his ſatisfaction; and with 
regard to the advantages gained by the French and Spaniards in the 
late war, à very ſmall part of them can be aſcribed to fix thouſand 
troops. 
With as little reaſon, my Lords, is the charge advanced of neg- 
letting to preſerve, the balance of Europe, by declining to aſſiſt the 
emperor againft the French; for the intention of the war ſeems ta 


SENEEY 


changed than loft his dominions. 

'T bat we declingd engaging too far in the aCaics of "ou continent, 
proceeded, my Lords, from a regard to the trade of the nation, 
which is not only ſuſpended and interrupted during the time of war, 
but often thrown into another channel, out of which it is the bu- 
ſineſs of many years to recover it. ö 


Nor have the miniſtry, wy Lords, geviated from their regard ta 
trace, 
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trade, in their tranſactions with Spain, which have been the Tubje& 
4 ſo much elamour, and ſuch pathetic declamations; they always 
new what the nation now feels, that the merchants would ſuffer much 


ever, they were far from ſubmitting to, and for which 'they con- 
ſtantly made demands of ſatisfaction. To theſe demands they re- 
ceived ſach anſwers, as, if they had been ſincere, would have left the 
mation no room to complain; but when it was diſcovered that nothing 
hut verbal ſatisfaction was to be expected, the ſecurity of our trade, 


dared. | 
The conduct of the war, my Lords, has been Werte the fub⸗ 


ect of cenſure; we are told of the inactivity of one fleet, and the 
_—_ equipment of 'another, the eſcape of our enemies, and the 
interception of our trading ſhips, War, my Lords, is confeſſed to be 


ſures : naval wars are by the nature of the element on which they are 
to be conducted, more uncertain than any other; ſo that, though it 
cannot but be ſuſpected that the common people will murmur at any 
liſappointment, call every misfortune a crime, and think themſelves 
betrayed by the miniſtry, if Spain is not reduced in a ſingle ſummer, 
it might be reaſonably hoped, that men enlightened by a long fami- 


larity with the accounts of paſt, and inſtructed by perſonal experi- 


ence in national tranſactions, will produce ſtronger arguments than 
want of ſucceſs, when they charge the miniſtry with miſconduct in 
war. | 5 2 | | 

But, my Lords, they have not any | misfortunes to complain of ; nor 
is the accuſation, that we have been defeated ourſelves, but that we 
have not enough moleſted our enemies. Of this, my Lords, it is not 
ealy to judge at a diſtance from the ſcene of action, and without a 
more accurate knowledge of a thouſand minute circumſtances, which 
may promote or retard a naval expedition, It is undoubtedly trues 
my Lords, that many of our merchant ſhips have been taken by the 
enemy; but it is not certain that they do not murmur equally that 
tney have been obſtructed in their commerce, and have been ſo little 
able to interrupt ours, fince they have ſo many advantages from the 
ltiation of their roaſts; When we reckon thoſe that are loſt, let 
us not forget to number thoſe. that have eſcaped. If admiral Vernon's 


leet was ill provided with arms and ammunition, even then, let all 


M 4 


cenluie 


wire from a war than from piracies and depredations, which, how- 


— 


and the honour of our' ee gs mann png war ſhould b be de- 


uncertain; and ill ſuoceſs is not always the conſequence of bad mea- 
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people towards the miniſtry, I ſhould not wonder to bear an alteration 
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cenſure de ſuſpended till it can he proved that it was il} eng 
the fault of the miniſtry. | 
Nothing, i is more common, my RY in all naval wars, has * 


den changes of fortune; for on many occaſions an accidental gi 
of wind, or unexpected darkaeſs of the weather, may deſtroy or pre. 


maments abſolutely uſeleſs : and in the-preſent diſpoſition of ſome 


of wind charged upon them. 

For what objections may — not expect, my FRI e the 
diſadvantages which the nation ſuffers from the enemies of his mp 
jeſty, are imputed to them; when daily endeavours are uſed to male 
them ſuſpected of favouring arbitrary power, for maintaining an 
army which nothing has made neceſſary but the ſtruggles of tho 
men, whoſe principles have no other tendency than to enflave ther 
country, Let not our domeſtic animoſities be kept alive and ſo- 
mented by a conſtant oppoſition to every deſign of the adminiſtra. 
tion, nor our foreign enemies incited by the obſervation of our diu. 
ſions, to treat us with inſolence, interrupt our trade, preſeribe 


| bounds to our dominions, and threaten us with invaſions, and the 


army may ſafely be diſbanded. 

For the miniſtry, my Lords, are not conſcious of r canſulted 
any thing but the happineſs of the nation, and have therefore no aps 
prehenſions of publick reſentment, nor want the protection of an 


armed force, They deſire only the ſupport of the laws, and to them 


they willingly appeal from common fame and unequitable charges, 


1 mention the miniſtry, my Lords, becauſe 1 am unacquainted } 


with any man who either claims or poſſeſſes the power or title of fol 
winiſter, I own i in my province no ſuperior but his majeſty, and am 

willing and ready to anſwer any charge which relates to that part of 
the 19 55 bufineſs which I have had the honour to rana ot 
direR. 


Wy .\ great part of what I have now offered was therefore no, other- 
wiſe neceſſary on the preſent occaſion, than becauſe ſilence might 


bave appeared like 2 conſciouſneſs of miſconduR, and have afforded: 
new ſudject of airy triumph to the enemies of the adminiſtration; for 
very few of the tranſactions Which have been ſo ſeverely cenſured, 
fell under the particular inſpection of the right honourable gentleman 
#gaipit whom the motion is levelled z he was not otherwiſe congeroes 
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in counſelling or in ratifying, than as one of Me majeſty's privy 
ouncil; and therefore though they ſhould be defeRive, I do not ſee 


han fg. Wow it is reaſonable or juſt, that he GI « RT out one: Us a 
tal pup reſt for diſgrace or puniſhment. - a 
7 Or pre. The motion therefore, my Lords, appears to me neither founded 
lable a, on facts nor law, nor reaſon, nor any Og — un 4 $ 
of fone caprice, and private malevolence. | 
Iteration If it is contrary to law to puniſh without 1 if it is not agree- 

| able to reaſon that one ſhould be cenſured for the offences of another, 
n all the Wc it is neceſſary that ſome crime ſhould be proved, before any man 
bis ms can ſuffer as a criminal, then, my Lords, I am convinced 1 N 
to mate I Lordſhips will be unanimous in rejecting the motion. 
ning n The Duke of ARGYLE ſpoke next, as follows: My Lak if 
of thay ve will obſtinately ſhut our eyes againſt the light of conviction, if 
ve then se will reſolutely admit every degree of evidence that contributes to 


ſupport the cauſe which we are inclined to favour, and to reject the 


ziniſtr,. plaineſt proofs when they are produced againſt it, to reaſon and de- 
ur din. WY bate is to little purpoſe: as no innocence can be ſafe that has incurred 

reſeribe Wi the diſpleaſure of partial judges, ſo no criminal that has the W 
and the I nfs of being favoured by them, can ever be in danger. 


That any lord has already determined how to vote on the preſent 
oocaſion, far be it from me to aſſert: may it never, my Lords, be 
ſuſpected that private intereſt, blind adherence to a party, perſonal 
1 of u kindneſs or malevolenee, or any other motive than a ſincere and un- 
o them WW mingled regard for the proſperity of our country, influences the de- 
ges. eiſions of this aſſembly; for it is well known, my Lords, that au- 
uainted BW thority is founded on opinion; when once we loſe the efteem of the 
of fole Bi publick, our votes, while we ſhall be allowed to give them, will be 
and an WW only empty ſounds, to which no other rogers will be. ee than a 
part of Bi ſtanding army ſhall enforce. 
fact of The veneration of the people, my Lords, will not eaſily be loft: L 
Ibis houſe has a kind of hereditary claim to their confidence and re- 
other: ſpe; the great actions of our anceſtors are remembered, and con- 
might WW tribute to the reputation of their ſucceſſors ; nor do our countrymen 
arded a WW willingly ſuſpect that they can be betrayed by the deſcendants of 
n; for Wl thoſe, by whoſe bravery and counſels they bave been reſcued from 
nſured, deſtruction. 7 
tleman But eſteem muſt languiſh, and confidence decline, unleſs they are 


cerved Wi renewed and te- animated by new acts of beneſicence; and the higher 
's | expectations 


= 


— — — > 3 IE IT — 
— — > EE — 
— — — be * 5 > _ 


= _ = = \ \ b + — : <-- 
- — 2 2 - N IT * 2 42 — a 
5 — = 9 = — th —_— a2 — x — — — 1 \ Gn ” o oy tis TL 27 = I — a — wo N _— _ 2 
5 2 4 _ _ _ = = — 0 mneo—=>S r = 8 c 1 = — — — f 
— = 5 2 * 1 2 * — PREP \ — — 2 — nn” EL TS -- 2 2 
OI —— —— —— ˙˙ — —_—_ 1 n = — & => Eo IN b = 

2 : * Eg 5 k = r _ =_ = 5 La. — by . 

IE = <p — ES... I _— — = D Fe = EE df PT _ = 


—— _— _— 
— l — = — . 
- = 8 — - —— — — 1 . — Mr pe — 7 S ihe _— - DE OE 3 
— — i—— 4 r —ů 2 1 — bes. 1 — — — — i; — . = 4 — — — 
——— r — = E ZE EEE E== 2 2 — £ 3 4 . I — 7 — —— — 


A 


=o 


en een a 4 2 Fom in 
Do = ng” — — — - = 
— EET ESL — 
— ws 
— 2 


— 


. 


= —_— 


—_ = 
= gan Bon 
te IE 


— 


. 200 7 
_ 
RPE 1 — - 3 
EX = = . So 
5 —— b —— 


— — 
IRE = 


SK _— 


TS 


== 


== 


= =. = 
= == E 
— 


= = wk 8 : 
= n —_—_ 
2 Cw ra 


= = 3 — 
5 — 1 
* . —— 
= . —— — 
= 2 
e 34 1 


— 
== 


— LEE 


ISAS Ie 
3 OFT ERIE IT 


- 7 


170 0 N len. I 
enpeations the nation may have formed of our penetration to di 
cover its real advantages, and of our ſteadineſs to purſue them, thy 
more violent will be its reſentment, if it ſhall-appear on this ing. 
tant queſtion, that we are either ignorant or timorous, that we ay 
unconcerned at the miſeries of the people, or content peer with 
pitying what our anceſtors never failed to redreſs. - JT 

Let us therefore, my Lords, for our own intereſt, attend 1 impure 
tially to the voice of the people; let us hear their complaints with 
tenderneſs, and if at laſt we reject them, let it be evident that they 
were impartially heard, and that we Wen e en from them beeuil 
we were not convinced. | | 

Even then, my Lords, we | hall. ſuffer "Tu tans time _ te 
ſuſpicion of crimes, from which I hope we ſhall always be free, the 
people will imagine that we were influenced by thoſe whoſe it. 
tereſt it appears to continue their miſeries; and, my Lords, all the 
conſolation that will be left us, muſt ariſe on a men of 
having, done our duty. 

But, my Lords, this is to MAGA whaed. dane no „er can 
furniſh an example of, it is to conceive that we may enquire diligently 
after the true ſtate of national affairs, and yet not diſcover it, or not 
be able to prove it by ſuch evidence as may ſatisfy the people. 

The people, my Lords, however they are miſrepreſented by thoſe 
who, from a long practice of treating them with diſregard, have 
learned to think and ſpeak of them with contempt, are far from 
being eaſily deceived, and yet farther from being eaſily deceived into 
an opinion of their own. unhappineſs: we have ſome. inftances of 


D B ATR 


general ſatisfaction, and an unſhaken affection to the government, in 


times when the publick good has not been very diligently conſulted, 
but ſcarcely any of perpetual murmurs and univerſal diſcontent, where 
there have been plain evidences of oppreſſion, negligence, or treachery. 

Let us not therefore, my Lords, think of the people as of a herd 


to be led or driven at pleaſure, as wretches whoſe opinions ait 


founded upon the authority of ſeditious ſcribblers, or upon any other 
than that of reaſon and experience; let us not ſuffer them to be at 
once oppteſſed and ridiculed, nor encourage by our example the 
wretched advocates for thoſe whom they conſider as their enemies, 
nor repreſent them as imputigg to the miſconduct of the miniſtry the 

late contrariety of the winds, and ſeverity of the winter, 
The 20 my Lords, if they are miſtaken i in theic charge, are 
miſtaken 
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niſlaken with ſuch evidence on their ſide, as never miſled any nation 
before; not only their reaſon but their ſenſes muſt have betrayed them, 
and thoſe marks of certainty that have hitherto 2 truth ; muſt 
have combined in the ſupport of falſhood. » |; 

They are perſuaded, my Lords, too firmly ads to o yield up 
their opinions to rhetoric, or to votes, or any proof but demonſtra- 
ton, that there is a firſt, or to ſpeak in the language of the nation, a 
V nfinifter, one that has the poſſeſſion of his ſovereign's confidence, 
and the power of excluding others from his preſence, one that exalts | 
and degrades at his pleaſure, and diſtributes for his own r purpoſes the 
cevenues of his maſter, and the treaſure of the nation. 2 

Of this, my Lords, can it be maintained that they hive no proof? | 
Can this be termed a chimerical ſuſpicion, which nothing can be pro- 


aoced to ſupport? How can power appear but by the exerciſe of it? 


What can prove any degree of influence or authority, but univerſal 
ſubmiſñon and acknowledgement? And ſurely, my Lords, a very 
tranſient ſurvey of the court and its dependents, muſt afford ſufs 


[cient conviction, that this man is conſidered by all that are engage 


in the adminiſtration, as the l OT of MATTY ebe, n 


ſemployments. 


Attend to any man, my RP who has FRO been — 
rewarded, or careſſed, you will hear no expreſſions of gratitude but to 
that man; no other benefactor is ever heard of, the royal bounty it- 
ſelf is forgotten and unmentioned, nor is any return of loyalty, fide- 
lity, or adherence profeſſed, but to the miniſter; the miniſter! a 
term, which however lately introduced, is now in uſe in 1 1 
in the kingdom, except this houſe. 

Preferments, my Lords, whether civil, eccleſiaſtieat, or military, 
xe either wholly in his hands, or thoſe who make it the bufineſs of 
their lives to diſcover the high road to promotion, are univerſally 
deceived, and are daily offering their adorations to an empty phan- 
tom that has nothing to beſtow ; for, no ſooner is any man infected 
Fith avarice or ambition, no ſooner is extravagance reduced to beg 
new ſupplies from the publick, or wickedneſs obliged to ſeek for 
ſbelter, than this man is applied to, and honour, conſcience, and 
fortune offered at his feet. e | 

Did either thoſe whoſe ſtudies and ation give them a claim to ad- 
fancement in the church, or thoſe whoſe bravery and long ſervice en- 


title them to more honourable potty 1 in the army; * either thoſe 
Wag | 
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who profeſs to daes the laws of their own country, or 
who declare themſelves verſed in the intereſts and tranſactlons of 6, 
reign powers, apply to any other man for promotion or employment 
be might then indeed be called. the W n but not properly the fu 
miniſter.. „ 

But it is well kel my e many of us know it too well 
that whatever be the profeſſion or the abilities of any perſon, ther 
s no hope of encouragement or, reward by any other method than tha 

of application to this man, that he ſhall certainly be diſappointei 
who ſhall attempt to riſe by any other intereſt, and whoever ſhall 
dare to depend on his honeſty, bravery, diligence, or capacity, a 
to boaſt any other merit than that of implicit adherence to his mes. 
e ſhall-inevitably lie neglected and obſcure. 

For this reaſon, my Lords, every one whoſe. calmneſs of 1 
can enable him to ſupport the ſight, without ſtarts of indignation and 
ſallies of contempt, may daily ſee at the levy of this great man, 
what} am aſhamed to mention, a mixture of men of all ranks an 
all profeſſions, of men whoſe birth and titles ought to exalt then 
above the meanneſs of cringing to a mere child of fortune, men whoſe 
ſtudies ought to have taught them, that true honour is only to be 
gained by ſteady virtue, and that all other arts, all the low applica 
tions of flattery and ſervility will terminate in nn . 
ment, and remorſe. 6 


This ſcene, my Lords, is daily to be nee it is oftentatioul 
diſplayed to the ſight of mankind, the miniſter amuſes himſelf in 


publick with the ſplendour, and number, and dignity of his flaves; 


and his flaves with no more ſhame pay their proftrations to their 
| maſter in the face of day, and boaſt of their reſolutions to gratify 
and ſupport him. And yet, my Lords, it is enquired why the people 


alert that there is a ſole miniſter ? 


Thoſe who deny, my Lords, that there is a ſole miniſter to whom 
the miſcarriages of the government may juſtly be imputed, may eaſily 
perſuade themſelves to believe that there have been no miſcarriages, 
that all the meaſures were neceflary, and well formed, that there i 
neither poverty nor oppreſſion felt in the nation, that our compliance 
with France was no weakneſs, and that our dread of the treaty af 


Vienna was not chimerical. 


The treaty of Vienna, my Lords, which has been the parent of 


ſ many terrors, conſultations, embaſſies, and alliances, is, I find, 
5 a Kd 1 1 pot 
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not yet to be acknowledged what it certainly was, 2 mere phantom, 
an empty illuſion ſent by the arts of the French to tertify our mi- 
niltty. His late majeſty's teſtimony i is cited to prove that ſtipulations 
were really entered into by the two powers allied by that treaty, 
to deſtroy our trade, ſubvert our conſtitution, and ſet a new king 
upon the throne, without conſent of the nation. 
Such improbabilities, my Lords, ought indeed to be proved by a 
high teſtimony, by a teſtimony which no man ſhall dare to queſtion 
or contradict; for as any man is at liberty to conſult his reaſon, it 
will always remonſtrate to him, that it is no leſs abſurd to impute 
the folly of deſigning impoſſibilities to any powers not remarkable 
ſor weak counſels, than unjuſt to ſuſpect princes of intending injuries, 
to which they have not been incited by any provocation. 8 
But, my Lords, notwithſtanding the ſolemnity with which his late 
majeſty has been introduced, his teſtimoy can prove nothing more 
than that he believed the treaty to be ſuch as he repreſents, that he 
bad been deceived into falſe apprehenſions and unneceſſary cautions 
by his own. mim as ** had been impoſed upon wb the- agents 
of France. | 
This is all, my tende, that can be colleQed Go the * 
ſpeech, and to infer more from it is to ſuppoſe that the king was 
himſelf a party in the deſigns formed againſt him; for if he was not 
himſelf engaged in this treaty, he could only be informed, by ano- 
ther, of the ſtipulations, and could, only report what he had been 


told upon the credit of the informer, a man, neceſſarily of very 


little credit, Thus, my Lords, all the evidence of his late majeſty 
yaniſhes into nothing more than the whiſper of a ſpy. 
But as great ſtreſs ought doubtleſs to be laid upon intelligence 


which the nation is believed to purchaſe at a very high price, let it be 


enquired, what proofs thoſe have who dare to ſuſpe& the ſagacity 
of our miniſters, to put in the balance againſt their intelligence, and 
it will be diſcovered, my Lords, that they have a teſtimony no leſs 
than that of the German emperor himſelf, who could not be miſ- 
taken with regard to the meaning of the treaty concluded at his 
own court, and to whom it will not be very decent to deny ſuch a 
degree of veracity as may ſet him at leaſt on the level with a traytor 
and a hireling. | | | 

If the treaty of Vienna was an impoſture, moſt of our misfortunes 


are evidently produced by the e, of the miniſter; but even 
ſuppoſing 
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ſuppoſing it real, as it was only a formidable tony, an ill 
threat that could never be executed, it was not neceſſary, that in 
order to obviate it, we ſhould give ourſelves nn into the hang 
„ 
It was not 1 my Lords, that we ſhould ſuſſer nt 
to elude the treaty of Utrecht, by making a port at Mardyke, ay 
then directly and openly to violate it by repairing Dunkirk. Thy 


this latter is a port contrary to treaty, the bills of entry at the Cal. 


tom houſe daily ſhew; and as the cuſtoms are particularly under th 

inſpection of the commiſſioners of the treaſury, this man cannyt 
plead ignorance of this infraction, were no information given hin 
by other means. If it ſhould now be afked, my Lords, what in ny 
Opinion ought to be done, I cannot adviſe that we ſhould attempt i 
demoliſh it by force, or draw upon ourſelves the whole power d 
France by a declaration of war, but what ic may be ** now v 
remedy, it was once eaſy to obviate. 

Had we ſhe wn the ſame contempt of the French wor with'4 our 
anceſtors, and the ſame ſteadineſs in our councils, the ſame firmneh 
in our alliances, and the fame ſpirit in our treaties, that court woul 
never have ventured to break a known ſolemn ſtipulation, to har 
exaſperated a brave and determined adverſary by flagrant injuſtice 
and to have expoſed themſelves to the hazard of a war, in which i 
would have been the intereſt of every prince of ne who regard- 
ed juſtice or poſterity to wiſh their defeat. | 

New they ſee us engaged in a war, my Lords, they may be ani 
mated to à more daring contempt of the faith of treaties, and inſult u 
with yet greater confidence of ſucceſs, as they cannot but remark 
the cowardice or the ignorance with which we have hitherto carried 
on this war. They cannot but obſerve that either our miniſter means 
in reality to make war rather upon the Britons than the Spaniards, 
that he is totally unacquainted with military affairs, and too vain to 
aſk oy opinion of others who have greater knowledge than him- 
ſelf. - 

Nothing, my Lords, is mote apparent than that the miniſter vn 
forced by the continual clamours of the nation to declare war, c- 
trary to his own inclination, and that he always affected to charge it 
upon others, and to exempt himſelf from the imputation of it. | 
is therefore probable that he has not ated on this occaſion ſo wiſch 


as even his own experience and penetration might, if they were bo- 
neli 
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nelly employed, enable him to act, and that he has fuffered our 
counſels to be embarraſſed, that he ſees with great tranquillity thoſe 
ſuffering by the war, at whoſe requeſt it was begun, and imagines it a 
proof of the excellence of his own ſcheme, that thoſe who forced 
him to break it, may in time repent of their importunities. 

For that in the management of the war, my Lords, no regard | 
his been had either to- the advantages which the courſe of our trade 


Fts, ty 
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the Cul. WW incvitably gives to our enemies, or to the weakneſs to which the ex- 
inder the WW tent of their dominions neceſſarily ſubjects them, that neither the in- 

1 canng WA tereft of the merchant has been conſulted, nor the eaſe of the na- 
ven tin Wi tion in general regarded, that the treaſure of the publick has been 
at ih my ſquandered, and that our military preparations have iathidsten no 
tempt h nation but our own, is evident beyond contradiction. | 

o wer of It is well known, my Lords, to every man but the Miniſter, that 


ye have nothing to fear from either the fleets or armies of the Spa- 
niards, that they cannot invade us except in America, and that they 
can only moleſt us by intercepting our traders. This they can only 
effect by means of their privateers, whoſe veſſels being light and 


, NOW 0 


vith our 
firmneſs 


't would Wi 2five may be eaſily fitted out, nimbly ſeize their prey, and 1 

to have I retire. | 
1 juſtice, The hb of "et laſt F rench war, my Lords, might have 
w hich it taught us how much we have to fear from the activity of men incited 


by proſpects of private gain, and equipped with that care and vigi- 
lance, which, however omitted in national affairs, the intereſt of 
be ani. particular men never fails to dictate. It is well known, my Lords, 
nſult u bow much we loſt amidſt our victories and triumphs, and how ſmall 
remark ſecurity the merchants received from our magnificent navies, and ce- 
carried BY lebrated commanders. It was therefore ſurely the part of wiſe men, 
r means Wi not to miſcarry twice by the . n when they ris an op- 
ards, of portunity to ſupply it. | | 
vain to I need not inform your Lordſhips of what every reader of newſ- 
n him - papers can tell, and which common ſenſe muſt eaſily diſcover, that 
privateers are only to be ſuppreſſed by ſhips of the ſame kind 
ter w with their own, which may ſcour the ſeas with rapidity, purſue 
, CON them into ſhallow water, where great ſhips cannot attack them, ſeize 


regard- 


arge it them as they leave the harbours, or 1 e them upon their own 
it, it coaſts, ; 
wiſch That this is in its own nature at once obvious to be contrived, and 


ere ho- al to be done, muſt appear upon the bare mention of it, and yet 
nell | | | that 
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chat it has "Mo "RY treacherouſly neglected, or ignorantly OMittel, 
the accounts of every day have long informed us. Not a week poſh 
in which our ſhips are not ſeized, and our ſailors carried into a flat 
of flavery. Nor does this happen only on the wide ocean which is top 
ſpacious to be garriſoned, or upon our enemies coaſts where they 
may have ſometimes inſuperable advantages, but on our own ſhors WM ycavers, 
within fight of our harbours, and in thoſe ſeas of which we win yere the 
file our nation the ſovereign. But, 
Who is there, my Lords, whoſe indignation is not raiſed at (uh Americs 
ignominy ? Who is there by whom ſuch negligence will not be nme le: 
ſented ? It cannot be alleged that we had not time to make bem bediene 
preparations z we had expected war long before we declared it, ( ciſe of 
if the miniſter was the only man by whom it was not expected, bey has 
will make another head of accuſation. _ erciſe, « 


Nor was his difregard of our dominions leſs flagrant than hel Nor a 
our trade; it was publickly declared by Don Geraldino, that hj ply thoſ 
maſter would never give up bis claim to part of our American e raiſed fe 

onies, which yet were neither fortified on the frontiers, nor Cupplit from ſcl 


with arms, nor enabled to oppoſe an . nor protected * jegimen 
him. ent fo): 
One man there is, my Lords, whoſe 5 generoſity, contenn fit in ex 
of danger, and regard for the publick, prompted him to obviate ide the dire 
deſigns of the Spaniards, and to attack them in their own territoric, | To t 
a man whom by long acquaintance I can confidently affirm to ha {i bis ine? 
been equal to his undertaking, and to have learned the art of war h ligence: 
a regular*education, who yet miſcarried in his defign, only for wn may be 
of ſupplies neceſſary to a poſſibility of ſucceſs,  * on mii 
Nor is there, my Lords, much probability that the forces ſen i de go 
lately to Vernon will be more ſucceſsful, for this is not a war to be them. 
carried on by boys; the ſtate of the enemies dominions js ſuch, ſh Had 
partly by ſituation, and partly by the neglect of that man whoſe con-i © have 
duct we are examining, that to attack them with any proſpect of ac. bad "my 
vantage, will require the judgment of an experienced command willing 
of one who had learned his trade, not in Hyde-Park, but in the hel but, mM 
of battle, of one that has been accuſtomed to ſudden exigencie wiſe te 
and unſuſpected difficulties, and has learned cautiouſly to form, and he is ec 


readily to vary his ſchemes: and un 


An officer, my Lords, an officer qualified to invade kingdoms Wh 
not formed by bluſtering in his quarters, by drinking on birth-nights 75 f. 
a 85 * ol. 


* 
Ry 
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y omi, dancing at aſſemblies; nor even by the more important ſervices of 
veck pally ireoulating elections, and ſuppreſſing thoſe inſurrections which are 
to a yroduced by the decay of our manufactures. Many gallant coloneis 
hich is toy have led out their forces againſt women and children, with the ex- 
vhere the alteſt order, and ſcattered terror over numerous bodies of colliers and 
wn ſhore BR pcavers, who would find difficulties not very eaſily ſurmountable, 


were they to force a paſs, or ſtorm a fortreſs, _ 
But, my Lords, thoſe whom we have deſtined for the conqueſt-of 


ed at ſip America, have not even fluſhed their arms with ſuch ſervices, nor 
ot be . ive learned what is moſt neceſſary to be learned; the habit of 
ke bein ohedience; they are only ſuch as the late froſt hindered from the ex- 
d it, u eciſe of their trades, and forced to ſeek for bread: in the ſervice z 
pected, i they have ſcarcely had time to learn the common motions of the ex- 


erciſe, or diſtinguiſh the words of command. 


in that of Nor are their officers, my Lords, extremely well qualified 1 to ſup- 
that u ply thoſe defects, and eſtabliſh diſcipline and order in a body of new 
rican oi raiſed forces; for they are abſolutely ſtrangers to ſervice, and taken 
r ſupplid I from ſchool to receive a commiſſion, or if tranſplanted from other 
d again regiments, have had time only to learn the art of dreſs. We have 
ent ſoldiers undiſciplined, and officers unable to inſtruct them, and 
contempt lf it in expectation of conqueſts to be made by one boy acting under 
»viate ite direction of another, 1 
Tritorie, To their commander in 1 my Lords, I object nothing but 
to hae bis inexperience, which is by no means to be imputed to his neg- 
f war h/ ligence, but his want of opportunities; though of the reſt ſutely it 


may be ſaid that they are ſuch a ſwarm as were never before ſent out 
| on military deſigns ; z and, in my opinion, to the other equipments, 
ces ſen ! the arne ſhould have added proviſions for women to nurſe 
ar to be them. 

is ſuc, e Had my. knowledge of war, my x 9 4 been 8 luckeient 
oſe con to have qualified me for the chief command in this expedition, or 
2 of bad my advice been aſked with regatd to the conduct of it, I ſhould 
mandet I willingly have aſſiſted my country with my perſon or my counſels ; 
the fel but, my Lords, this man who engroſſes all authority, ſeerhs like 
igencic viſe to believe that he is in poſſeſſion of all knowledge, and that 
m, ad be is equally capable, as he is equally willing, to uſurp the ſupreme 

and uncontroulable direction both of civil and military affairs. 

doms i Why new forces were raiſed, my Lords, is very eaſy to judge 3 


nights new forces required. new commiſſions, and new commiſſions pro- 
0 Vor. I. | N e duced 


for want 


= | ”"D 1 3.x S240 05h 
duced new „ eben dencles, which might be of uſe wide miniſter » 
the approaching election; but why the new- raiſed troops were ſem 
on this expedition rather than thoſe which had been longer if, 
Plined, it is very difficult to aſſign a reaſon; unleſs it was conſiders 
that ſome who had commands in them had likewiſe ſeats in the ſenaty 
and the miniſter was too grateful to expoſe his friends to danger, 
and too prudent to hazard the loſs of a ſingle vote. Beſides the 
commander in chief, there is but one ſenator in the expedition, and, 
my Lords, he is one of too great integrity to be corrupted, and, 
though ſenſible of the weakneſs of the troops, too brave to quit hi 
poſt. How much our country may ſuffer by ſuch abſurd condug, ] 
need not explain to your Lordſhips ; it may eaſily be conceived hoy 
much one defeat may diſpirit the nation, and to what attempts on 
victory may excite our enemies, thoſe enemies, whom under a ſteady 
and wiſe adminiſtration, we eee territy into debe. even 
without: an army. | 

I cannot forbear to ba 6 on this occaſion, how much we go. 
rance of this man has expoſed a very important part of our foreign 
'dominions to the attempts of the Spaniards. Gibraltar, my Lords, i 


well known to be ſo ſituated, as to be naturally in very little danger d 
an attack from the land, and to command the country to a great 


diſtance ; but theſe natural advantages are now taken away, or great 
1 y leffenes by ne w fortifications, erected within much leſs than gun 
ſhot of the place, erected in the fight of the garriſon, and whil 


one of our admirals was cruizing upon the coaſt. 
The pretence, my Lords, upon which they were ereQed, way, 


that though Gibraltar was granted to Britain, yet there was no dil 
trict appendetit'ts it, nor did the Britiſh authority extend beyond 
the walls of the town: this poor excuſe did the chicanery of the 
Spaniards invent, and with this, my Lords, was our minifter con- 
tented, either not knowing or not appearing to know what, I hope, 
the children whom we have diſpatched to America, have beet 
taught, and what no man verſed in national affairs can be ignorant 
of without 2 crime, that when a fortreſs is yielded to another nation 
the treaty always virtually includes, even without mentioning b 
an extent of land as far as the guns of the fortification can reach. 

| Wet ber this man, my Lords, was ſo ignorant as to be deceived 
thus gtotoly, or fo abandoned as willingly to deceive his country, l: 


is equally unqualified 'to ſupport the office of firſt miniſter, we 
m 


kim. 13 | 
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J not equally deferves to be proſecuted by the indignation and juſ= 


in iſter at 
were ſent 


vim: his country may be probably r uined by his errors? 


N ** Your Lordſhips cannot but obſerve, that I make uſe rather of the 
Ganges term miniſter than that of the adminiſtration, which others afe ſo de- 
ides th ſirous to, ſubſtitute in its place, either to elude all enquiry into the ma- 
on, % nagement of our affairs, or to cover their own ſhameful dependence. 
d, 10 Adminiftration, my Lords, appears to me a term without a mean- 
quit hi ing, a wild indeterminate word, of which none can tell whom it 
add, ] implies, or how widely it may extend: a charge againſt the adminiſ- 
ved 55 tration may be imagined a general cenſure of every officer in the 
npts on whole ſubordination of government, a general accuſation of in- 
a ſteady ftruments and agents, of maſters and ſlaves; my charge, my Lords, 


ka is againſt the miniſter, againſt that man who is believed by every 
mY 


M 150 chief, and whenever he pleaſes to require it, the ſole direction of the 


r forein publick meaſures, he, to whom all the other miniſters owe their - 

POR elevation, and by whoſe 1 ſmile they hold their N their ſalaries, " 

anger d and their dignity, 

a great That this appellation. is not without ſafficient reaſon beftowed upon 

r pre. WI fat man, I haue already proved to your Lordſhips; and as it has 5 

an gun- already been made appear that common fame is a ſufficient ground of 
accuſation, it will eafily be ſhewn that this man has a juſt claim to 


d while 
| the title of miniſter, for if any man be told of an accuſation of the 
3, ws MY miniſter, be will not alk the name of the perſon accuſed. 


no dil. But there is in the motion one title. conferred upon him, to which 


beyond WY de has no pretenſions ; for there is ,no law for ſtyling him the firſt 
of the MI] commilioner of | the treaſury. The commiſſioners, my Lords, who 
er con- Liſcharge in a collective capacity the office of lord high treaſurer, 
I hope, are conſtituted by the ſame patent, inveſted with equal power and 


e been Wi equal dignity, and I know not why this man ſhould be exalted to 


znorant WI any ſuperiority over his aſſociates. 


nation, If we take, my Lords, a review of our affairs, and extmine the ſtate 


ing it Wl © the nation in all its relations and all its circumſtances, we cannot 
eh. ſurely conceive that we are in a ſtate of proſperity, unleſs diſcontent 
eld at home, and 2 abroad, the neglect of ou: allies, and inſolence of 
try, be ur enemies, the decay of trade, and multitude of our impoſts, are 
and 4. to be confidered as proofs of a proſperous and flouriſhing nation. 
mol! - N 2 e . 


ice of this aſſembly in the ſevereſt manner; for how great muſt: be 
ys wickedneſs who undertakes a charge above his abilities, when 


one in the nation, and known by great numbers, to have the 
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e DEBATE ON 
Will it be alleged, my Lords, has this man one friend adventur, 
ous enough to aſſert in open day, that the people are not ſtarving hy 
thouſands, and murmuring by millions, that univerſal miſery dg 
not overſpread the nation, and that this horrid ſeries of calamitiz 
is not. voiverſally org. all conditions: OY to. the condug of 
this man? | 
That great evils are felt, my Lords,. : no 5 ug I. am certain 
Br converſes promiſcuouſly with his countrymen, will attempt u 
+ . diſpute, and until ſome other cauſe more proportioned to the efeg 
ſhall be aſſigned, I ſhall join with the publick in their opinion, an 
while I think this man the author of our miſeries, ſhall conclude 
it neceſſary to comply with the motion. | 
Lord HarDwick ſpoke next, to the following effect :—My Lords 
though I very-readily admit, that crimes ought to be puniſhed, that 
a treacherous adminiſtration of publick affairs i is in a very high de. 
gree criminal, that even ignorance, where it is the conſequence of 
neglect, deſerves the ſevereſt animadverſion, and that it is the pri. 


vilege and duty of this houſe to watch over the ſlate of the nation, and 


inform his majeſty of any errors committed by his miniſters; yet I an 
far from being convinced either of the juſtice or neceſſity of the mo- 
tion now under conſideration. | 

The moſt flagrant and invidious part of the chiige againſt the 
right honourable gentleman appears to conſiſt in this, that he haz 


engroſſed an exorbitant degree of power, and uſurped an unlimited 


influence over the whole ſyſtem of government, that he diſpoſes of 
all honours and preferments, and that he is not only f-/2 but ft 
miniſter. * 
But of this boundleſs uſurpation, may Lords , what proof bas bee 
laid before you ? What beyond loud exaggerations, pompous rhetoric, 
and ſpecious appeals to common fame ; common fame, which at leaf 
may ſometimes err, and which, though it may afford ſufficient 
ground for ſuſpicion and enquiry, was never yet admitted as con- 
cluſive evidence, where the immediate neceſſities of the publick did 
not preclude the common forms of examination, where the powet 
of the offender did not make it dangerous to attack him by a le. 
gal proſecution, or where the conduct of the accuſers did not plainly 
diſcover that they were more eager of blood than of juſtice, and more 
ſollicitous to deſtroy than to convict, 
1 hope none of theſe 9 my Lords, can at preſent ob- 
ee 
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au 2 candid and deliberate enquiry: with regard to the publick, 
am not able to diſcover any preſſing exigences that demand a more 
compendious method of proceeding, than the eſtabliſhed laws of the | 
land, and the wiſdom of our anceſtors have preſcribed, - I know + 
any. calamity that will be aggravated, nor any danger that will 
become more ear 85 ſuffering this queſtion to be legally 


tried. | 
Nor is there, my 45 in the en of the perſon ac- 


Cer tain 
tempt tg 
e effeg 


on, and cuſed, any thing that can incite us to a haſty proceſs; for if what is 
onclud alleged by the noble Lords, is not exaggerated beyond the truth, if 
2 he is univerſally deteſted by the whole nation, and loaded with exe- 
y Lords crations by the publick voice, if he is conſidered as the author of all 
ed, that our miſeries, and the ſource of all-our corruptions, if he has ruined 
eb & our trade, and depreſſed our power, impoveriſhed the people and at- 
5 i tempted to enſlave them, there is at leaſt no danger of an inſurrec- 
K. f K! tion in his favour; or any probability that his party will grow ſtronger 
9 


by delays. For, my Lords, to find friends in adverſity, and aſſertors 


yet). in diſtreſs, is only the prerogative of innocence and virtue. 


* * The gentleman againſt whom this formidable charge is drawn up, 
oft the is, I think, not ſuſpeRed of any intention to have recourſe either- 5 
be l 0 force or flight,” he has always appeared willing to be tried by the 
1 laws of his country, and to ſtand an impartial examination, he nei- 
ofa of = oppoſes nor eludes enquiry, neither flies from juſtice, nor de- 
| es it. | 
ut /4 By And yet leſs, my Lords, can I ſuſped that thoſe by PR TY is ac- 
| cuſed, act from any motive that may influence them to deſire a ſen- 
T by tence not ſupported by evidence, or conformable to truth ; or that 
etoric, they can wiſh the ruin of any man whoſe crimes are not notorious 
v bo and flagrant, that they. perſecute from private malice, or endeavour 
Ia, to exalt themſelves by the fall of another. 
+ au Let us therefore, my Lords, enquire before we Jetermipe, and ſuf- 
power fer evidence to precede our ſentence, _The charge, if it is juſt, muſt 
2 le- be by its own, nature eaſily proved, and that no proof is brought, 
lainly may perhaps be ſufficient to.make us ſuſpeR that it is not juſt, | 
| more For, my Lords, what is the evidence of common fame, which 


has been ſo much exalted, and ſo confidently produced ? Does not 
eyery man ſee that on ſuch occaſions two queſtions may be aſked of 


which perhaps neither can eafily be anſwered, and which yet muſt 
N 3 both 


it ob- 
ftrud 


— 
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both be e deere common fame can be e admitted as a pio f 
facts. 

It is firſt to be und, an W e the reports of fam 
are neceſſarily or even probably true ? A queſtion very intricate ang 
diffuſive, entangled with a thouſand, and involving a thouſand dif. 
tinctions ; a queſtion df which it may be ſaid, that a man may very 
plauſibly maintain either fide, and of which perhaps after month; 
or years waſted in diſputation, no other decifian can be obtainel 

| than what is obvious at the firſt view, that they are often true, and 


often falſe, and,: therefore, can W de eee of er eg not i tribute: 
reaſons of determination. 


But, 

But if it appear, my Lords, that this aac cannot be deck truth c 
we are then to enquire after another . we are to "PP of his « 
mann e ments 
ls fame, my Lords, that ae which cannot ws a report that of adh 
flies on a ſudden through a nation, of which no man can diſcoyer If 1 


the original, a ſudden blaſt of rumour, that inflames or intimidates repreſe 
a people, and obtains without authority a general credit? No man repreſe 
verſed in hiſtory can enquire whether ſuch reports may not deceive, but th 
Is fame rather a ſettled opinion prevaling by degrees, and for ſome which 
time eſtabliſhed ? How long then, my Lords, and in what degree that tl 
muſt jt have been eſtabliſhed to obtain undoubted credit, and when gyric, 
does it commence infallible ? If the people are divided in their opi- And i 
nions, as in all publick queſtions i it has hitherto happened, fame is, ot firſ 
_ Euppole,. the voice of the majority; for if the two parties are equal Wi ſome 
in their numbers, fame will be equal; then how great muſt be the bition 
majority before it can lay claim to this powerful we And been 


4 Yv 
. 


how ſhall that majority be numbered ?— Ne 

Theſe queſtions, my Lords, may be thought, perhaps with ju. profit 

tice, too ludicrous in this place, but in my opinion they contribute who 

to ſuew the precarious and een nature of the evidence ſo much that 

confided i in. | level 

Common fame, my Lorne is to every man only what he himſelf FT: 

41h commonly hears; and it is in the power of apy man's acquaintance nour 
to vitiate the evidence which they report, and to ſtun him with cla- | he d 

mours, and terrify him with apprehenſions of miſeries never felt and his 

dangers inviſible. But without ſuch a combination, we are to te- man 


$9 J*z 


member that moſt men aſſociate with thoſe of their 0 own opinions, bidet 
| 8 and : 


| ſuch reports as may be favourably received, ſo that what appears to 
of fame ** "A 
, one Lord the general voice of common rn may by another 

"ce ang thought only the murmur of a petty faction, deſpicable with regard 


Fang dif to their numbers, and deteſtable if we conſider their principles, | 
may very 80 difficult is it, my Lords, to form any ſolid judgment concern- 
month, ing the extent and prevalence. of any particular report, and the de- 
Wp ges of credit to be given to it. The induſtry of a party may ſupply 
ue, and the defect of numbers, and ſome concurrent circumſtances —. con. | 
1%, not tribute to give credit to a falſe report. 5 | 
ag | But, my Lords, we are ourſelves appealed to as witneſſes of the 
ceived, . truth of fads which prove him to be ſole miniſter, of the number 
enquire of his dependents, the advancement, of his friends, the difappoint- 


It that of adtterence and fidelity, _ 

liſcoyer If it ſhould be granted, my Lords, that there is nothing i in mY 
midates repreſentations exaggerated beyond the truth, and that nothing is 
Jo man repreſented in an improper light, what conſequence can we draw; | 
eceive, but that the followers of this gentleman, make uſe of thoſe arts 


ments of his opponents, and the declarations made by his PR | 


r ſome which have always: been practiſed by the candidates of preferment, 
degree that they endeavour to gain their patron's ſmile by flattery and pane- _ 
| when gyric, and to keep it by aſſiduity and an appearance of gratitude, ®” 
ir opi- And if ſuch applications exalted any man to the authority and title 


me is, 
equal 
de the WF bition and avarice have paid their court, and whoſe regards have 
And been purchaſed at the expence of truth. 


of firſt miniſter, the nation has never in my memory been without 


ſome man in that ſtation, for there is always ſome one to whom am- 


Nor is it to be wondered at, my Lands that 3 af honour Wan | 


1 jul⸗ profit haye been beſtowed upon the friends of the adminiftration ; for 
ribute whoenriches or exalts his enemies ? Who will encreaſe the influence 
much 


levelled at himſelf 2. 
mſelf That the right honourable gentleman is the only aipoſer of ho- 
tance 
cla · 
t and 
re- 
ions 
and 


he diſtributes them without the conſent of his majeſty, nor even that 
his recommendation is abſolutely neceſſary to the ſucceſs of any 
man's applications. If he has gained more of his majeſty's con- 
idcace and eſteem than any other of his ſervants, he has done only 
N 5 ; what 


nours has never yet appeared; it is not pretended, my Lords, that 
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und chat the rank of thoſe that compoſe this aſſembly naturally di- 


poſes ſuch as are admitted to their company, to relate, or to inyent 


"a 


OO. 


that is to be exerted againſt him, or add. ftrengtb to the blow that is 


— 0 N 
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Lexz. 3 4.174 
what every man | endeavours, _—_ what therefore is net to woot nn confiden 
to him asa crime, | aduct 

It is impoflible, my Lords, that nee me ber men, Gan tion that 
not have particular motions of inclination or diſlike 3 It is poſlible, on ſafe 
that they may fix their affection upon objects not in the higheſt de. abuſing 
gree worthy of their regard, and overlook others that may boaſt « {iſ conduẽt 
greater excellencies and more fhining merit, but this is not to be ſup- are uſual 
poſed without proof, and the regard of the king, as of any other ſeparate 
man, is one argument of deſert more than he can A N who hu pation, 
endeavoured after it without effect. | yaded w 

This imputed uſurpation muſt be proved upon him Aber b his Thus 
own confeſſion, or by the evidence of others; and it has not been yet but with 
pretended that he aſſumes the title of prime miniſter, or indeed, that WM be nothi 
it is applied tq him by any but his enemies, and it may eaſily be con Wi thinks h 
ceived how weakly the moſt uncorrupted innocence would be ſup- ſelf, wl 
ported, if all the aſperſions of its Fnemige were t be received u terror a 
prooſs againſt it. eeneral, 
Nor does it appear, my 1 that any W evidence can b in the © 
brought againſt him on this head, or that any man will ſtand forth and ech 
and affirm that either he has been injured bimſelf by this gentleman, I hav 

or known any ipjury done by him to another by the exertion of au- one fin; 

- thority with which he was not lawfully inveſted ; fuch evidence, my ne to b 

| Lords, the laws of our country require to de produced before any it be ac 

j man can be puniſhed, cenſured, or diſgraced. No man is obliged to by the 
W prove his i innocence, but may call upon his proſecutors to ſupport erery n 
. their accuſation, and why this honourable gentleman, whatever may the blar 
W| have been his conduct, ſhould be treated in a different manner ay to the 
KY any other criminal, I am by no means able to diſcoyer. them, 1 
k # Though there has been no eyidence offered of his guilt, your WW vrjuſt + 
io Lordſhips haye heard an atteſtation of his innocence, from the noble Wil chuſe © 
3 duke who ſpoke firſt againſt the motion, of whom it cannot be ful- guilty. 
I's pected that he would, voluntarily, engage to anſwer for meaſures But 
i. which he purſued in blind compliance with the direction of another, conſide 
i, . - The fame teſtimony, my Lords, can F produce, and affirm with ther ne 
1} equal truth, that in the adminiſtration of my province, J am inde- with ri 
by a pendent, and left entirely to the deciſions of my own judgment. deceive 
4 In every government, my Lords, as in every family, ſome either were C: 
8 it by accident or a natural induſtry, or a ſuperior capacity, or ſome portuni 
m4 ether cauſe, will be engaged in mere dungen, and treated with more might | 
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confidence than others; but if. every man is willing to anſwer Keie | 
conduct of his own. province, there is all the ſecurity againſt corrup= 
ton that can poſſibly be obtained; for if every man's regard to his 


"poſtibls, WW own ſafet and reputation will prevent him from betraying his truſt or | 
gheſt de. WY abuſing his power, much more will it incite him to prevent any miſ- 

7 boaſt of WW conduct in another for which he muſt himſelf be accountable. . Men 

> be (up. r uſually ſufficiently tenacious of power, and ready to vindicate their 
ny older I ſeparate rights, when nothing but their pride is affected by the uſur- 
who hu pation, but ſurely no man will patiently ſuffer his province to be in- 


yaded when he may himſelf be ruined by the conduct of the invader. 


r by hl Thus, my Lords, it appears to me to be not only without proof, 
been ye: but without probability, and the firſt miniſter can, in my opinion, 
ed, that be nothing more than a formidable illuſion, which, when one man 
be con: WM thinks he has ſeen it, he ſhews to another as eaſily frighted as him- 


elf, who joins with him in prapagating the notion, and in ſpreading 
terror and reſentment over the nation, till at laſt the panic becomeg 
general, and what was at firſt only whiſpered by malice or prejudice 
inthe ears of ignorance or credulity, is adopted by common fame, 
and echoed back from the people to the ſenate. 

[ have hitherto, my Lords, confined myſelf to the r of 
one ſingle article of this complicated charge, becauſe it appears to 
ce, my ne to be the only part of it neceſſary to be examined; for if once 
pre any tit be acknowledged that the affairs of the nation are tranſacted not 


iged to by the miniſter but the adminiſtration, by the council in which 
ſupport every man that fits there has an equal voice and equal authority, 
er may Wi the blame or praiſe of all the meaſures muſt be transferred from him 


er than WW to the council, and every man that has adviſed or concurred in 


them, will deſerve the ſame cenſure or the ſame applauſe ; as it is 


, your Wi vnjuſt to puniſh one man for the crimes of another, it is unjuſt to 
noble chuſe one man out for ne from among many others equally | 
de fuſ- guilty. 

afures But I doubt not, my Lords, when all thoſe meaſures are e 
other. conſidered, there will be no puniſhment to be dreaded, becauſe nei- 
with ther negligence nor treachery will be diſcovered. For, my Lords, 
inde- with regard to the treaty of Vienna, let us ſuppoſe our miniſters 

it. deceived by ignorant or corrupt intelligence, let us admit that they 
either were cautious where there was na danger, and neglected ſome op- 
ſome portunities, which, if they had received better information, they 


more might have improved ta the advantage and ſecurity of the nation. 
lence | W hat 
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What have they done even under all theſe diſadvantageous ſuppo, 
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tions, but followed the lights Which they judged moſt clear, and b 1 
which they hoped to be conducted to honour and to ſafety? ic 
Policy, my Lords, is very different from preſcience, the utmoſ Cem 
that can be attained is probability, and that for the moſt part in: he near 
j low degree. It is obſerved that no man is wiſe but as you take ing Wi at 
Fi, | conſideration the weakneſs of another; a maxim more eminent ſometim 
5 true of political wiſdom, which conſiſts, very often, only in dif. to a gre 
10 covering deſigns which could never be known but by the folly or Len 
WH: treachery of thoſe to whom they are truſted. If our enemies wer he time 
0 Viſe enough to keep their own ſecrets, neither our miniſters nor ou nue! 
i patriots would be able to know or prevent their deſigns, nor would i WY” ny 
6 de any reproach to their ſagaciry, that they 8 not f nom what "| 
4 body would tell them. (there ha 
0 If therefore, my Lords, the princes, whoſe Intereſt i is contrary u Wet 
| pur own, have been at any time ſerved by honeſt and wiſe men, there abilities 
was a time when our miniſters could act per by e and OY 
might be miſtaken without a crime. n nes | 
If it was always in our power to penetrate int the intentions of #5 . 
our enemies, they muſt neeeſſarily have the ſame means of making * "oj 
themſelves acquainted with our projects, and yet when any of then P N * 
are diſcovered we think i it Juſt to impute it to the negligence of the vole # 
miniſter. * 
Thus, my Lords, every man is inclined to judge with prejudice 9 8 85 
and partial ity. When we ſuffer by the prudence of our enemies, w “ or 
charge our miniſters with want of vigilance, without conſidering, mo oY 
that very often nothing is neceſſary to elude the mor PR——_— ibUities, 
ſagacity, but obſtinace ſilence. | ; Jed 99 5 
If we enquire into the tranſactions of paſt times, ſhall we find any Wl © their 
man, however renowned for his abilities, not ſometimes impoſed ” by 
upon by falſhoods, and ſometimes betrayed by his own reaſoning WT | 
into meaſures deſtructive of the purpoſes which he endeavoured to Wil 8e, 
promote? There is no man of whole penetration higher ideas hav Ts 
been juſtly formed, or who gave more frequent proofs of an un- Wl ! '5* ol 
common penetration into futurity than Cromwell; and yet ſucceeding 8 da 
times have ſufficiently diſcovered the weakneſs of aggrandizing Wer 
France by depreſſing Spain, and we wonder now how ſo much policy Lordihi 
could fall into ſo groſs an error, as not rather to ſuffer power to f og 
"vg 


main in the diſtant enemy, than transfer i it to another equally divided "age 
| from wr 


* 1 


3 
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: a Kom us by intereſt, and far more OT "ys the ſituation o his 5 
Fi | N Jominions. - an 
he utnuf Cromwell, my "TT buffered biter to de hurried away by 
part in i” near proſpect of preſent advantages, and the apprehenſion of pre- 
take in nt dangers; and every other man has been, in the ſame manner, 
minen, onetimes deluded into a preference of a Taller prefene advantage, 
210 * to 2 greater which was more remote. f 
folly a Let it not be urged, my Lords, that colitics are wel fince 
nies wer e time of Cromwell, and that errors which might then be com- 
„ nor on nitted by the wiſeſt adminiſtration, are now groſs and reproachful; ; 
Would ate to remember that every part of policy has been equally im- 
bat w. pred, and that if more methods of diſcovery have been ſtruck out, : 
| Innere have been likewiſe more arts invented of cluding N 
N wil. den, therefore, we euguire into the conduct, or examine the 
en, ten - bilties of a miniſter, we are not to expect that he ſhould appear 
ure, er to have been deceived, but that he ſhould never be found to have 
by” neglected any proper means of informztion, nor ever to have willingly 
tions den up the intereſt of his country; but we are not to impute to his 
1 weakneſs what is only to be aſcribed to wo * * We whom he 
bn . W 
WT l plea, my Lords, is renfonabiny- it will be l for 
thoſe who ſupport the motion, to prove, not only chat the treaty of 
rejudice Vienna was never made, but that the falſhood of the report either 
nies, we i ves or might have hcen known by our miniſters, otherwiſe thoſe 
dering, who are inclined to retain a favourable opinion of their integrity and 
etrating i ities, may conclude, that they were either not miſtaken,” or were 


ind am © their accuſers, and that by exalting their enemies to their ſtatioris, 
mpoſe they ſhall got much conſult the advantage of their country. 

ſonings This motion, therefore, my Lords, founded upon no acknow- 
zred to ledged, no indiſputable fats, nor ſupported by legal evidence; this 


is have motion, which by appealing to common fame, as the ultimate 


an un- Juige of every man's actions, may bring every man's life, or fortune, 
eeding into danger; this motion, which condemns without hearing, and 
dizing i Lecides without examining, I cannot but reject, and 11 5 your 
policy Lordſhips will concur with me. : : 
4016 Lord CarLtsLE ſpoke next, to the following SorabR LAY 
Jivided BY Lords, the ſtate of the queſtion before us has, in my opinion, not 
from WM been r 'shily *ppr ehended by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, nor is 
| the 


led into error by ſuch deluſions as would no leſs eaſily have impoſed 


1 


18 A Dr r eee ng 12 M..cy bre 
the i innocence or guilt of the idling the chief + Alda before us, overly. 
becauſe a'miniſter may poſſibly mean well, and yet be in a ſow pa This pr: 
ticular circumſtances unqualified for his ſtation. a practice 
| He may not. only want the degree of knowledge and- ability yo. wowed, re 
quiſite to make his good intentions effectual, but, my Lords, how. {Wiſhed by 
ever ſkilful, ſagacious, or diligent, he may be ſo unfortunate in fone i If the 
parts of his conduct, as to want the eſteem nd ane of the MWbut his 26! 
people. cient proc 
That a very * and honeſt minifier may be miſinformed by l. how appre 
intelligence, diſappointed by his agents, or baffled by other men of Mo! contin? 
equal capacity and integrity with himſelf, cannot be controverted ; Wit is our c 
but it muſt ſurely be owned likewiſe, that when this has heed ziſter ſha 
ſo often, and in caſes of ſuch importance, as to deprive him entirely yithout h 
of the regard and affection of the people; when he is reduced to n enem) 
iatrench himſelf behind his privileges, to employ all the, influence of zbhorred. 
the crown for his own. ſecurity, and make it his daily endeavour o WM Puts * 
create new dependencies, he'ought to be pitied and diſcarded.” | general | 
That this is the fate of the miniſter whoſe removal is deſired by ken jud 
the motion, cannot be denied; the exaltation of his adherents to krauſe © 
places and preferments, the noble lord has been ſo far from queſtion- Wau 
ing, that he has endeavoured to juſtify it, and has in Os terms en- vent, di 
quired, who would have acted otherwiſe ?: end of g 
Every man, my Lords, would have acted abt whoſe cha- jalouly i 
racter had not been blaſted by general deteſtation ; every man would which ge 
have aQtd otherwiſe who preferred the publick good to his own con- 7 an 
tinuance in power; and every man has acted otherwiſe who has dil. jultce, | 


tinguiſhed himſelf as a friend to the public. endeavor 
It is the intereſt of the nation, my Lords, that every office ſhould vhoſe 5 
be filled by that man who is moſt capable of diſcharging it, what- tion of f 
ever may be his ſentiments with regard to the miniſter ; and that his 0 thi 
mini 


attention ſnduld be confined to his employment rather than diſtracted 
by various cqncerns and oppoſite relations. It is therefore an injury 
to the publick, to thruſt a ſkilful commiſſioner into the ſenate, or to 


the peo 
for his r 


embarraſs an induſtrious ſenator with a poſt or commiſſion. It is 
Yet, my Lords, that multitudes have obtained places, who have WY beople, 

no acquaintance with the duties of their offices, nor any other pte. : 9285 
tentions to them, than that they have ſeats in the other houſe, and Ugh 


that by diſtinguiſhing himſelf in that aſſembly, any man may mok 
eably 
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ealily obtain the prefermonts'© of the Treg, is too obvious for con- 
toverſy. 9 11 617 CCC 


This 3 my Lords, i is a «alias cont for the motion; 
i practice ſo injurious to the nation, ſo long continued, and fo openly 
wowed, requires to be vigorouſly-oppoſed, leſt it ſhould' become eſta- 
liſhed by long cuſtom, and entangle itſelf with our conſtitution. 

If the miniſter, my Lords, has made it necefſary to employ none 
hut his adherents and blind followers, this [neceſſity is alone a ſuſ- 
cient proof how little he confides in his own prudence or integrity, 
tow apprehenſive he is of the cenſure of the ſenate, and how deſirous 
of continuing his authority, by avoiding it. And ſurely, my Lords, 
i is our duty, as well as our right, to addreſs the throne, that a mi- 
iſter ſhould be removed who fears the people, fince few men fear 
without hating, and nothing ſo much contributes to make any man 
m enemy to his nn as the nnn — he is univerſally 
abhorred. 


But, my a jf this is done by him without fs; if the 


general preference of his friends is only the conſequence of miſ- 
aken judgment, or corrupt gratitude, this addreſs i is equally neceſſary, 
becauſe the effects are equally pernicious. 

When a miniſter ſuſpected of ill intentions is continued in employ- 
nent, diſcontent muſt naturally ſpread over the nation; and if the 
end of government be the happineſs of the people; if ſuſpicion and 
jealouſy be contrary .to a ſtate of happineſs ; and if this ſuſpicion 
which generally prevails, this diſcontent which fills the whole nation, 
can only be appeaſed by the removal of the miniſter ; prudence, 
juſtice, and the examples of our anceſtors, ought to influence us to 
endeavour that the affairs of the nation may be transferred to ſuch 
whoſe greater integrity or wiſdom has recommended.them to the affec- 
tion of the people, 

In this motion, therefore, we need] not be ſuppoſed to imply that 
the miniſter is either ignorant or corrupt, but that he is diſliked by 
the people, diſliked to ſuch a degree, my. Lords, that 1. is not fafe 
lor his majeſty to employ him. 

It is doubtleſs our duty, my Lords, to guard both the rights of the 


-» 


people, and the prerogatives of the throne, and with equal ardour 
toremonſtrate to his-majeſty the diſtreſſes of his ſubjects, and his own 


danger. We are to hold the balance of the conſtitution, and nei- 
ther to ſuffer the regal power to be n. by a torrent of popular 


fury, | 
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ſury, nor the people 10 be oppreſſed by an illegal tien of authority, 
or the more inſupportable hardſhips of unreaſonable laws. 

By this motion, my Lords, the happineſs of the people, and the 
ſecurity: of his majeſty, are at once conſulted, nor can we ſuppreſs 
general a clamour, without failing equally in our duty to both, 

To what, my Lords, is the untimely. end of ſo many kings a 
emperors to be imputed, but to the cowardice, or treachery of thei 
counſellors, of thoſe to whom they truſted that intercourſe, which 
is always to be preſerved between a monarch and his people? Wen 
kings honeſtly informed of the opinions and diſpoſitions of their ſub. 
jects, they would never, or at leaſt rarely perſiſt in ſuch meaſure, 
as by exaſperacing the people, tend neceſſarily. to endanger themſelye, 

It is the happineſs of a Britiſh monarch, that he has a ſtanding 
and hereditary council, compoſed of men who do not owe their 2d. 
yancement to the ſmiles of caprice, or the [intrigues of a court, 
who are therefore, neither under the influence of a falſe gratitude, 
nor of a ſervile dependence, and who may conyey to the throne the 
ſentiments of the people, without danger, and without fear, Butz 
my Lords, if we are either too negligent, or too timorous to do 
our duty, how is the condition of our ſovereign more ſafe, or more 
happy than that of an emperor of Furkey, who is often ignorant 


of any complaints made againſt the adminiſtration, till he hears the 


people thundering at the gates of bis palace, | 
Let us therefore, my Lords, whatever may be our opinion of the 
conduct of the miniſter, inform his majeſty of the diſcontent of bi 


ſudjects, fince whether it is juſt or not, the danger is the ſame, 
and whenever any danger threatens the king, we ought either to 


enable him to oppoſe, or caution him to avoid it. 

Lord CHoLMonDELEY ſpoke next, to the following effe& :— 
MV Lords, I cannot but obſerve in this debate an ambition of po- 
pularity, in my opinion not very conſiſtent with the freedom of de- 
bate, and the dignity of this aſſembly, which ought to be influenced 
by no other motjve than the force of reaſon and truth. | 
It has been a common method of eluding the efficacy of arguments 
to charge the opponent with blind adherence to intereſt, or corrupt 


compliance with the directions of a court; nor bas it been leſs frequent 
to prevent enquiries into publick meaſures, by repreſenting them a 


the clamours of faction, the murmurs of W. and the pre- 


lude to rebellion. 33 ES 5 
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6 neceſſary, my Lords, has it deen always thought to be unin- 
guenced in dur examinations by dependence or intereſt, that the moſt 
-refragable reaſons have loſt the power of conviction by the eon- 
nuch is it expected from innocence and juſtice to deſpiſe all foreign 
Ailtance, and to ſtand the teſt of enquiry without aſking the ſup- 
port of power, that every man has been n. guilty that has 
4-4 for ſhelter to the throne, * 

And ſurely, my Lords, if that man's ſuffrage is of little weight 
who appears determined to ſubſcribe. to the dictates of a miniſter, no 
rater credit can be aſſigned to another who profeſſes himſelf only 


1 weak cauſe, and conſciouſneſs of miſconduct to apply to the 
crown for ſecurity. and protection, it may be accounted an ac- 
towledgement of the inſufficiency of arguments, when the peo- 


from the violence of multitudes, 

That all government is inſtituted for the happineſs of the people, 
that their intereſt ought to be the chief care of the legiſlature, that 
their complaints ought patiently to be heard, and their grievances 
ſpeedily redreffed, are truths well known, 'generally acknowledged, 
and I hope always predominant in the mind of every Lord in this 
aſſembly, But, that the people cannot err, that the voice of fame 
is to be regarded as an oracle, and every murmur of diſcontent to 
be pacified by a change of meaſures, I have never before heard, or 
heard it only to diſregard it. 

True tenderneſs for the people, my Lords, is to confult their ad- 


yantage, to protect their liberty, and to preſerve their virtue; and 


perhaps examples may be found ſufficient to inform us that all theſe 
effects are often to ” produced 51 means not generally agreeable to 
the publick. 

It is poſſible, my Lende for a very ſmall part of the N to 
form juſt ideas of the motives of tranſactions and the tendency of 
laws. All negotiations with foreign powers are neceſſarily compli- 
cated with many different intereſts, and varied by innumerable 
circumſtances, influenced by ſudden exigencies, and defeated by 
unavoidable accidents. Laws have reſpect to remote conſequences, 
and involve a multitude of relations which it requires long ſtudy to 


licorer, And how difficult it is to judge of political conduct, or 
legiſlative 
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the echo of. the clamours of the populace. If it be a proof of 


ple is called in to ſecond them, and they are only to expe A a 
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legiſlative proceedings, may be eaſily diſcovered by obſerving how 


often the moſt ſkilful ſtateſmen are ans and how f en, the 


laws require to be amended. 

If then, my Lords, the people judge for themſelves on theſ 
fubjeQts, they muſt neceſſarily determine without knowledge of the 
queſtions, and their deciſions are then of ſmall authority. If they 


receive implicitly the dictates of others, and blindly adopt the opi« 
nions of thoſe who have gained their favour and eſteem, their ap. 


plauſes and complaints are with reſpect to themſelves empty ſounds, 


which they utter as the organs of their leaders. Nor are the deſires 
of the people gratified, when their petitions are granted; nor their 
grievances overlooked, when their murmurs are neglected. 

As it is no reproach to the people, that they cannot be the proper 
Judges of the conduct of the government, ſo neither are they to 


de cenſured when they complain of injuries not real, and tremble at 
the apprehenſion of ſeverities unintended. Unjuſt complaints, my 


Lords, and unteafonable apprehenſions, are to be imputed to thoſe 


who court their regard only to deceive: them, and exalt themſelves 


to reputation by refcuing them from grievances that were never felt, 


and averting dangers that were never near. 

. He only who makes the happineſs of the people his endeavour, 
loves them with a true affection and a rational tenderneſs, and he 
certainly conſults their happineſs who contributes to ſtill all ground- 
Jeſs clamours, and appeaſe all uſeleſs apprehenſions, who employs 
bis. care not only to preſerve their quiet and their liberty, but to ſecure 


them from the fear of lofing it, who not only N the means of 


happineſs, but enables them to enjoy it. 

Thus it appears, my Lords, that it is poſſible to be a friepd at the 
fame time to the people and the adminiſtration, and that no man can 
more deſerve their confidence and applauſe, than he that diflipates 
their unreaſonable terrors, and contributes ! to reconcile them to 3 


good government. e 
That moſt of the clamours againſt the preſent 3 ark 


from calumnies and miſrepreſentations, is apparent from the ſanction 


of the ſenate, which has been given to all the meaſures that are 


charged as crimes upon the adminiſtration. 


That the army is ſupported by the conſent of the ſenate, that the 


ſenate has approved the convention, and that our taxes are all im- 
Poſed and d continued by the ſenate, cannot be denied. What then i 
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demanded by thoſe that cenſure the a of publick affairs, but | 
hat their opinion ſhould be conſidered: as an overbalance to the wik- 


gom of the ſenate, that no man ſhould be allowed to ſpeak but as 


they diftate, nor to vote but as they ſhall REO them by their the- 


toric or example? 
To repeat the particular topicks of accuſation, ut „ 


the arguments which have been produced to confute it, would te a 
tedious and unneceſiary labour ; unneceſſary becauſe it is well knowa 


that they once had the power of convincing this houſe,” and & at 


nothing has ſince happened to leſſen their force, and becauſe many 
of them now have been already repeated by the noble TN that 
have oppoſed the motion. | 


To ſearch far backward for paſt errors, and to take ine of | 


later diſcoveries in cenfuring the conduct of any miniſter, is in a 
high degree diſingenuous and cruel ; it is an art which may be eaſily 
practiſed, of perplexing any queſtion, by connecting Gitane facts, 
and entangling one period of time wich another, e 


The only candid method of enquiry is to recur back to the ſtats. 


of affairs, as it then appeared, to conſider what was openly declared, 
and what was kept impenetrably ſecret, what was diſcoverable by 
human ſagacity, and what was beyond the reach of the moſt _ 
ing politician.” N 

With regard to the maler treaty, it is not, my bolt requi- 
lte,that we ſhould engage ourſclyes in a very minute examination 
for it was not only not tranſacted by the right honourable gentleman 
whoſe behaviour is the ſubject of this debate, but cannot be proved 
to have been known by him till it was formally ratified, If he after- 
wards approved it either in the council or the ſenate, he cannot juſtly, 
tow deſtruQive or ridiculous ſoever that treaty may be thought, be 
charged with more than his ſhare of the guilt, the bare guilt of 4 
ſingle vote. 91 | 

But there is one accuſation yet more malicious, an accuſation not 
only of crimes which this gentleman did not commit, but which 


have not yet been committed, an accuſation formed by prying into 


futurity, and exaggerating misfortunes which are yet to come, and 


which may probably be prevented. Well may any man, my Lords; 
think himſelf in danger, when he hears himfelf charged not with 
high crimes and miſdemeanors, not with accumulative trealog, but 
with miſcondu& of * affairs, paſt, preſent, and future. wy 
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— dir r en Lxxg. 13 
- The only charge againſt this gentleman, which ſeems to relate 
more to him than to any other man engaged in the adminiſtration, is 
the continuance of the harbour of Dunkirk, which, ſays the noble 
duke, he muſt be acquainted with as commiſſioner of the treaſury; but 
if the title of firſt commiſſioner be denied, if his authority be but the 
ſame with that of his aſſociates, whence comes it, my Lords, that he 


is more particularly accuſed than they? Why is his guilt ſuppoſei 


greater if his power is only equal! n 

But, my Lords, I believe it will appear, chat no guilt has been 
contratted on this account, and that Dunkirk was always intended, 
even by thoſe that demanded the demolition of it, to continue a har. 
bour for mall trading veſſels, and that if larger ever arrived ſtom 
thence, they lay at a diſtance from the ſhore, and were loaded by 
ſmall veſſels from the town. 
With regard to other affairs, my Arg they 1 were all tranladel 
by the council, not by his direction, but with his concurrence, and 
how it is conſiſtent with juſtice to ſingle him out for cenſure, I mu 
deſire the noble Lords to ſhew who approve the motion. | 

If the people, my Lords, have been, by miſrepreſentations induſtr 
ouſly propagated, exaſperated againſt him, if the general voice of the 
nation condemns him, we ought more cautiouſly to examine his con- 
duct, leſt we ſhould add ſtrength to prejudice too powerful already, 
and inſtead of reforming the errors, and regulating the heat of the 
people, inflame their diſcontent and propagate ſedition. 


The utmolt claim of the people is to be admitted as accuſers, and 


ſometimes as evidence, but they have no right to fit as judges, and to 


make us the executioners of their ſentence ;z and as this gentleman, 
has yet been only condemned by thoſe who have not the opportu- 


nities of examining his conduct, nor the right of judging him, | 
cannot agree to give him up to puniſhment. 


Lord HALiFax ſpoke next in ſubſtance as follows —My Lord „ 
though I do not conceive the people infallible, yet I believe that in queſ. 


tions like this they are ſeldom in the wrong, for this is a queſtion not 
of argument but of fact; of fact diſcoverable, not by long deduction 
and accurate ratiocinations, but by the common Powers of ſeeing and 
feeling. 

That it is difficult to know the motives * 1 9 and the 
effects of las, and that it requires long ſtudy and intenſe meditation 
to dilcover remote conſequences, is indubitably true. And, with te- 
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gerd to the people in general, it cannot be denied, that neither their 


duch verſed in ſuch enquiries. - 

gut, my Lords, to refer effects to their proper cauſes, and to ob» 
tue, when conſequences break forth, from whence they proceed, is 
0 ſuch arduous taſk. The people of the loweſt claſs may eaſily 
tel that they are more miſerable this year than the laſt, and may 
enquire and diſcover the reaſon of the aggravation of their miſeryz 
hey may know that the army is encreaſed, or our trade dimi- 
niſhed, that the taxes are heavier, and penal laws become more 
grievous. | | | 
Nor is it leſs eaſy for them to Adder that theſe calamities are not 
brought upon them by the immediate hand of heaven, or the irre- 
{ſtible force of natural cauſes; that their towns are not ruined by an 
invaſion, nor their trade confined by a peſtilence; they may then 
ally collect that they are only unhappy by the miſconduct of their 
porernors, they may aſſign their infelicity to that cauſe, as. the only 
remaining cauſe that is adequate to the effect. 

If it be granted, my Lords, that they may be miſtaken in their 
reaſoning, it muſt be owned that they are not miſtaken without pro- 
abilities on their fide : it is probable that the miniſtry muſt injure 
the publick intereſt when it decays without any other viſible cauſe; 
it is ſtill more probable, when it appears that among thoſe whole 


ſation enables them to enter into national enquiries, every man 


mputes their calamities to the miniſter, who is not viſibly dependent 
on his favour. It becomes more probable yet when it appears that it 
i the great buſinels of the miniſter to multiply dependencies, to lift 
accomplices, and to corrupt his judges. 


At leaſt, my Lords, if it be granted, which ſurely cannot be de- 
nied, that the people may be ſenfible of their own miſeries, it is 
their part to declare their ſufferings, and to apply to this houſe for 
relief, and it is our buſineſs to diſcover the authors of theess and 
bring them to puniſhment, 


That the people are very loud and importunate in their complaints, 
i; daily evident, nor is it leſs apparent that their complaints are juſt 
therefore their miſeries muſt have an author, let the defenders of 
this gentleman point out the man whom they may more T 
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But, my Lords, nothing is more evident, than that the crimes 100 


the criminal are equally known, that there is one man predominant 
in his majeſty's eouncils, and that it has long been the practice of 

that man at once to oppreſs and rr ann to plunder TY 
and ſet them at defiance: © 


Nothing is more known than hs this. man ibn to a 0. 


perior knowledge, and exerts a ſuperior power in the management of 
the publick revenues, and that they have been ſo ill managed for 
many years; that the expences of peace have been — 1 0 to 
thoſe of a moſt vigorous and extenfive war. 

Nothing is more probable than that moſt of the Fe negotia. 
tions are conducted by his direction, nor more certain than that they 
have generally tended only to make us contemptible, fi 
That the exciſe was projected in his own head, that it was recom- 
mended by him upon his own conviction, and preſſed upon the legiſ- 
lature by his influence, cannot be queſtioned; and if this were his 
only crime, if this were the only ſcheme of oppreſſion that ever he 
planned out, it is ſuch a. declaration of war upon the publick liberty, 
ſuch an attack of our natural and nne 5 as was never 
perkaps pardoned by any nation. $14 5 | 

Nor is itlefs notorious that the late infamous convention was tranſ. 
acted by one of his own dependents, that he palliated or concealed 
the loſles of our merchants, that he oppoſed the declaration of war, 

an has ſince obſtructed its operations. 
On chis occaſion, my Lords, it may be uſeful to 10 W 
r partiality of this gentleman's vindicators, who declare that 
meaſures are not to be cenſured as imprudent, only becauſe they an 
unſucceſsful, and yet when other inſtances of his conduct fall under 


our examination, think it a ſufficient defence to exclaim n the 


unreaſonableneſs of judging before the event... 44 

To deny that in the conduct both of civil and . es he 
obtaingd, know not by what means, an authority ſuperlor to that 
of. any other man, an authority irreſiſtible, uncontroulable, and 
regal, is to oppoſe not only common fame, but daily experience. f 
as commiſſioner of the treaſury he has no-more power than ag of by 
aſſociates, whence is it, that to oppole, or cenſure im, to doubt of 
his infallibility, to ſuſpect his i integrity, « or to obſttuct bis jnfluench 


is a Crinie punithed with no lighter penalty than forfeiture of employ: 
*vS - | * 5 | __ 
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ment, as appears, my Lords, from the late diſmiſton of a gentle- 
man, againſt whom nothing can be alleged but an EPR: inde⸗ 
pendence and open diſregard of this arbitrary miniſter. 

But happy would it be, my Lords, for this nation, if he cds 
roured not to extend his authority beyond the treaſury or ihe court 
if he would content himſelf with tyrannizing over thoſe-whoſe ac- 
ceptance of ſalat ies and preferments has already ſubjected them to his 
command, without attempting nn ebene direct he 
nembers of the other houſe. g "30 Die ile "os 

How much the influence of the — ee all pub- 
lick councils ſince the advancement of this gentleman, how acalouſſy 
it has been ſupported, and how induftriouſly extended, is unneceſſary 
w explain, ſince what is ſeen or felt by almoſt every man in 


Lordſhips, > 1142600558 728 
Nothing can be een 5 true notion of the ene 
fitution, than to imagine, that by ſuch meaſures his majeſty's real 
intereſt is advanced. The true intereſt, my Lords, of every mo- 
narch, is to pleaſe the people, and the only way of pleaſing Bri- 


merce, Every attempt to extend the power of the crown beyond 


by diverting the oy Tomes, of its firength, the affection « ay 0 
ſubjects. ITO ] 

ltis, therefore, my n my 7d, that we ought to agree to 
this motion, as a ſtanding memorial not only of our regard for the 
nation, but of our adherence to dur ſovereign ; that his councils may 
be no longer influenced by that man whoſe pernicious advice, and 
unjuſtifiable conduct, has added new hopes and new ſtrength to his 
enemies, impoveriſhed and exaſperated his ſubjects, inflamed the 
diſcontent of the ſeditious, and almoſt alienated the affection of the 
bal. 

The Biſhop of SAL1sBURY ſpoke next, to the following purport: 
My Lords, after all the exaggerations of the errors, and all the 
teoceſentations of the mal-conduct of the right honourable gentle- 
man, after the moſt affecting rhetoric, and the moſt acute enquiries, 
nothing bas appeared of weight ſufficient to prevail with me to agree 
to the preſent motion, a motion, if not of an unprecedented, yet 
of a very extraordinary kind, which may extend in its conſe- 
8 O 3 | QUENCES - 


the kingdom "cannot een be . Wee to. your ; 


tons, is to preſerve their liberties, their reputation, and their com- 


the limits preſcribed by our laws, muſt in effect make it weaker, 8 


* 


1s „„ r 1 ⏑⏑π [ſoy 


quences to \ futurity, and be ann on} "OO to 8 
than guilt. 


I cannot yet diſcover any nd fufficient to convitt him of ann 


uſurped the authority of #77 miniſter, or any other power than thy 
accidental influence which every man has, whoſe DENVER: or ſervice 
have procured him the favour of his ſovereigg. 

The uſurpation, my Lords, of regal power muſt be made evident 
by ſamewhat more than general aſſertions,” muſt appear from ſome 
publick act like that of one of the prelates left regent of the kingdon 
by Richard the firft, who as ſoon as the king was gone too far to re. 
turn, in the firſt elevations of his heart, e his new — h 
impriſoning his colleague. 4 

To charge this gentleman with the diſmiMon of any of his col. 
leagues, gan, after the ſtrongeſt aggravations, riſe no higher than to 
an accuſation of having adviſed his majeſty to diſmiſs him, and even 
that, my Lords, ſtands at preſent unſupported by evidence, nor could 
it, however unconteſtably proved, diſcover either wickedneſs or werk. 
neſs, or ſhew any other authority than _ man would exerciſe, if 
he were able ta attain it. 

If he had diſcharged this gentleman by his own e if heha 
tranſacted ſingly any great affair to the diſadvantage of the publick, 
if he had impoſed either upon the king or the ſenate by falſe repre, 
ſentatians, .if he had ſet the laws at defiance, and openly trampled on 
our conſtitution, and if by theſe practices he had exalted himſelf above 
the reach of a legal proſecution, it had been wotthy of the dignity of 
this bauſe, to have over-leaped the common boundaries of cuſtom, 
to have neglected the ſtanding rules of procedure, and to have brought 
ſo contemptuous and powerful an offender to a level with the reſt of 
his fellow-ſubjets by expeditious and vigorous methods, ta have 
repreſſed his arrogance, hrok en his power, and overwhelmed him 2 
once by the reſiſtleſs weight of an unanimous cenſure, 

But, my Lords, we have in the preſent caſe no provocations from 
crimes either openly avowed, or evidently proved: and certainly n0 
incitement from neceſſity to exert the power of the houſe in any er- 
traordinary method of proſecution. We may puniſh whenever ve 
can convict, and convict whenever we can obtain evidence; let us nat 
therefore condemn any man abend nor puniſh any man un 
 Fondemned, 

"Th Duke of BeDroRp . dert, in ſubliance as folloms:- 
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nnacencs RY ½/ Lords, it is eaſy to charge the moſt blameleſs and gentle proce: 

wana Jure with injuſtice and ſeverity, but it is not eaſy to ſupport ſuch, an 
pf havin iccuſation without confounding meaſures widely different and diſ- 
than thi quiſing the nature of things with fallacious miſtepreſentationss. 
' ſervices Nothing is more evident than that neither condemnation nor pu- 

9 88 n is intended by the motion before us, which is only to re- 
evidem I core from power a man who has no other claim to it than the will 
m ſome of his maſter, and who, as he had not been injured by never obtains. 
eingdon lag it, cannot juſtly complain that it is taken from him. 
af to re. The motion, my Lords, is ſo far from inflifting puniſhment, that 
ority by it confers rewards, it leaves him in the poſſeſſion of immenſe wealth, 
e however accumulated, and enables him to leave that office in ſe- 
his cof curity, from which moſt, of his predeceſſors have been precipirazal by 
than to national reſentment, or ſenatorial-proſecutions, - _... 8 
nd even There is no cenſure, my Lords, made of his conduct, no charge 
or could of weakneſs or ſuſpicion of diſhoneſty, nor can any thing i be equitably 
r weak. inferred from it, than that in the opinion of this houſe. his majeſty 


may probably be ſerved by ſome other perſon, more to the ſatisfaction 
of the Britiſh nation. 


f he ha Though it is not juſt to ESA any man ae 8 or 
ublick, to cenſure his eonduct merely becauſe it bas been unpleaſing or un- 
> repre, ſucceſsful; though it is not reaſonable that any man ſhould forfeit 
pled on WW what be poſſeſſes in his own right, without a crime, yet it is juſt to 
f above withdraw favours only to confer them on another more deſerving; it 
nity of is juſt in any man to withhold his own, only to preſerve his right, or 
-uſtom, obviate an injurious preſcription, and it is therefore juſt to adviſe ſuch 


rought a conduct whenever it appears neceſſary to thoſe who have the right 
reſt of of offering advice. | 


d have To adviſe his majeſty, my Lords, is not only our right bur 
him 2 our duty; we are not only juſtifiable in practiſing, but criminal in 

neglecting it. That we ſhouid declare our apprehenſians of any 
8 from impending danger, and our diſapprobation of publick miſconduct, 
nly no is expected both by our ſovereign and the people, and let us not by 
y er- omitting ſuch warnings lull the nation and our ſovereign into a 
er we dangerous ſecurity, and from tenderneſs to one man prolong or en- 
us nat creaſe the miſeries. of our country, and endanger or ON the ho- 
n un nour of our ſovereign. | 


6 Lord Hex vzr ſpoke next, in effect as follows: My 1805 this 
WS; is ſurely a he deftined by the noble Lords wha defend the motion, 
My 04 was for 
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tor che fuppoir' of paridoxical aſſertions, for the exerciſe of the 
penetration, and oftentation of their rhetorie; they have attempred io 
maintain the certainty of common fame in oppoſition to daily ob. 
ſervation; the exiſtence of a ſole miniſler in contradiction to thy 
ſtrongeſt evidence; and havitig by theſe gradarions arrived at the 
higheſt degree of controverſial temerity, are endeavoùting to make it 
appear, that the publick er ga * args n of A * no e 
ment. ne Zan SR „„ 

If we take the libetry; % Lotds, "of uſing knview words in 2 
new ſenſe, in a meaning feſerved to ourfelves only; it will indeed 
be difficult to confute, as it will be impolſble to underſtand us; but 
if puniſhment be fiow to be underſtood as implying the fame idea 
which has hitherto Been conveyed by it, it will not be eaſy to ſhey 
that a man thus publickly cenſured is not ſeverely puniſhed, and, if 
his crimes are not Getty PETE puliiſh6E" in + pres fo 146, to 
reaſon, and to juſtice. © 1 | 

It has been hitherto imdgined, my Lords, Aa no vanma is 
heavier than that of infamy, and ſhame has, by generous minds, 
been avoided at the hazard of every other miſery. That ſuch a cen- 
fure as is propoſed by the motion, myſt, itreparabſy deſtroy the repu- 
tation cf the perſon againſt whom it is diredted, that it moſt confirm 
the reports of his enemies, impair the eſteem. of his friends, mark 
bim out to all Europe as unworthy of his ſoyereign s fayour, and re. 


preſent him to lateſt poſterity as an enemy to his, country, is indiſpu- 


tably certain. | 
- Theſe, my Lords, are the evident. conſequences of the addreſs 
ed for by the noble lord ; and, if ſuch conſequences are not 
penal, it will be no longer in our power to enforce our laws by ſanc- 
tions of terror. | | „ 
To condemn a man unheard is an open and 8 violation of 


the firſt law of juſtice, but it is ſtill a wider deviation from it to 


puniſh a man unaccuſed ; no crime has been charged upon this gen- 
tleman proportioned to the penalty propoſed by the motion, and the 
charge that has been produced is deſtitute of proof. 


Loet us therefore, my Lords, reverence the great laws of reaſon 
Ind juſtice, let us preſerve our high character and prerogative of 


judges, without deſcending to the low province of accuſers and 
executioners ; : Jet us ſo far regard our reputation, our liberty, and 


our poſterity, as to reject the motion. 
Several 
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2 740-1. 
gereral other lords ſpoke in this debate, which laſted e 
= length the queſtion was put, and on a diviſion nn in che 

Ri negative. Content 39. Not content 108. ee 
After the determination of the foregoing. 3 me dure * 

MARLBOROUGH roſe up and ſpoke as follo wwe: : 


My Lords, though your patience-niuſt undoubtedly be wanted by ; 


the unuſual length of this day's debate, a debate protructed in my 
bpinion, not by the difficulty” of the queſtion, but by che obſtinacy 
of prejudice, the ardour of ' paſſion, | and; theideſire of victory; yet T 
4oubt not but the regard Which this aſſembly has al ways paid to the 


ſafety and happiteſs of the ſtate, will incline you to ſapport the fa- 


tive of attention 2 litcle longer, a _ to pd with your uſual oe 
tality another motion. 9 95 T5» i 54 x39 


The propolition which I am abou t Hed Gon my Lords, 1 | 


fuch as can admit of controverſy ; it is ſuch a ſtanding principle as 


was always acknowledged even by thoſe who have deviated from it. 


buch a known truth as never was n e it 1 . 
tines to have been forgotten. : F862. 3 2 

But, my Lords, as it never can be Ae without Satin to Pug 
ticular perſons, and danger to the ſtate in general, it cannot be too 


frequently recollected, or too firmly eftabliſhed ; it ought not only 
to be tacitly admitted, but publickly declared, ſince no man's for- 


tune, liberty, or life, can be ſafe, where his judges mall kin then 


ſelves at liberty to act upon any other principle. I therefore move, 


That any attempt to inflict any kind of puniſhment on any perſon 5 


vithout allowing him an opportunity to make his defence; or wich- 
out any proof of any crime or miſdemeanor committed by him, is 


contrary to natural juſtice, the fundamental laws of this realm, and 


the ancient eſtabliſhed uſage of PE] and is a _ lnfriigement 
of liberties of the ſubject.“ 

He was ſeconded by the Duke of Devonsutne" My rand 
though the motion made by the noble duke is of ſuch a kind, that 
no oppoſition can be expected or feared, yet I riſe up to ſecond it, 
let it ſhould be imagined that . cannot "Os rejected, is yet un- 
willingly admitted. 

That where this maxim is not 3 and adhered to, rights 
and liberties are empty ſounds, is. unconteſtably evident ; if. this 


principle be forſaken, guilt and innofence are equally ſecure, all 


Gution/is vain, and all teſtimony uſeleſs, Caprice will in our courts 
| | ſuppip 


in Bout be 
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ſupply che place of lone l evidence * give way. ava 
dt to favour. 

I hope, therefore, my 2 * your el juſtics,. 5 truth, 
and to your own ſafety, will influence you to confirm this great ang 
ſelf-evident principle by a ſtanding reſolution, that may not only re. 
ſtrain oppreſſion in the preſent age, but direct the en proceed - 
ings. of our ſuceeſſors. 

Lord Loves roſe next, and "I as Cd Mii" Lords, Ian 
and juſtice, muſt. always ſupport each other, they can never long 
fouriſh apart, every temporary expedient that can be contrived ty 
preſerye or enlarge liberty by means arbitrary and oppreſſive, forms : 
precedent which may in time be made uſe. of to violate or deſtroy it 
Liberty is in effect ſuſpended, whenever injuſtice is practiſed, ſot 
bat is liberty, my Lords, but the power of doing right without 
fear, without controul, and without danger. 

But, my Lords, if any man may be condemned unheard, if Fs 
ment may precede evidence, what ſafety, or what confidence can 
integrity afford ? It is in vain that any man means well, and adh 
Piudently, it is even in vain that he can _ the juſtice and pru- 
dence of his conduct. | 

By liberty, my Lords, can never bes meant the privilege. of doing: 
wrong without being accountable, becauſe liberty is always ſpoken of 
As happineſs, or one of the means to happineſs, and happineſs and 
virtue cannot be ſeparated. The great uſe of liberty muſt therefore 
be to preſerve juſtice from violation, juſtice the great publick virtue, 
by which a kind of equality is diffuſed over, the whole ſociety; by 
which wealth is reſtrained from oppreſſion, and ecken OP 
from ſervitule. 

Liberty, general liberty, ma imply . dates; for alan 
ever any part of a ſtate can be unjuſt with. impunity, the reſt are 
faves. That to condemn any man unheard is oppreſſive and unjuſt, WI penſior 
is beyond controverſy demonſtrable, and that no ſuch power 4s uſeleſs 
claimed by your r will, I hope, appear from Ju reſoli Wl gant ig 
tions. Corrupl 
Lord Gowns "23 next : "Is Tanks: to the principle a Tha 
down by thoſe noble lords, I have no objection, and concur with to be « 
them in hoping that all our proceedings. will contribute to eſtabliſh which 
It ; but why it ſhould be confirmed by a formal reſolution, why the ſhaſe ] 
Hauſe Was ſlemaly declare their aſſent to a maxim which i Let 

would 48 
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would be madneſs to — it is e wy penetration te dif- 
e 7 

8 e lord's pbliclon cannot * e See: 
notion, if it is deſigned to imply any cenſure of the proceedings 
of this day, may reaſonably be rejected, and that ſome cenſure 
js intended, we may conjecture, becauſe no other * can 'bs: 
zen why it was not made at ſome other time. | 

Lord HAL Tr Ax then roſe: My Lords, that a cenſure is ee 
ill, I ſuppoſe, not be denied, and that ſuch a zenſure is unjuſt 
mult doubtleſs be the opinion of all thoſe ho are ſuppoſed to haue 
incurred it, and it will therefore not be wondered that the motion 
js oppoſed by them, as indecent and calumnious: late as it is, my 

Lords, I will not for my part ſuffer ſuch an indignity without op- 
polition, and ſhall think my conſcience and my honour require, that: 
{ ſhould not be overborne by perſeveranceor by numbers, but that T 


may perhaps be more candidly received by poſterity. 


conduct is no leſs to be deſpiſed than the malice to be abhorred. 

PFiſty nine lords are here branded as ſtrangers or enemies to the 
hiſt principle of judicial equity, for doing what will entitle them to 
the general applauſe of every man in the kingdom that has the full 
en poſſeſſion of his underſtanding or the free uſe of his ſenſes, oy every 
where- man that can diſtinguiſh truth or feel oppreſſion. re 7785 
reſt are They have endeavoured. to reſcue their country from the rapine of 


unjut, penſioners and the tyranny of an army, from perpetual taxes, and 
wer 3 Bl uſeleſs expences; they haye attempted to expoſe the errors of arro« 
reſo Wl gant ignorance, and to depreſs the power of greatneſs founded on 


| Corruption and ſwelling beyond legal reftraints, 
le laid That for ſuch attempts they are vilified and aproached; is not 
Ir with to be obſerved without iydignation and aſtoniſhment ; aſtoniſhment 
ſtabliſl which nothing could abate but the recolletion of the ſituation of 
'by the i thoſe lords who have united to promote ſo unjuſt a cenſure. 


hich i nt ys, my Lords, 3 the circamftances of the three noble 


would 8 


ſhould, if I cannot convince the noble lords by argument, of the 
impropriety of the motion, record. my reaſons _— it, . n 


Lord TALBOT ſpoke to this effect: My Lords, it is — 
indignation, that I hear a motion ſo injuriqus to my own honour, 
and to that of the noble lords who have concurred with me in the, 
laſt debate, nor without contempt that Lobſerved the motion con- 
founded with the poſitions contained in it, the low ſubtility of ſuch 


r ow. 


* 


2 view of their conduct, and conſider the viſible motives to wh 
it may be aſrribed, their places, their dependence — 

Lord Cuotmonpersy: ſpoke next in ſubſtance as bosse 
Eords, I riſe thus abruptly to preſerve that order and er which 
is eſſential to publick councils; and particularly ſuitable to the dig. 
| nity of this aſſembly, which can only become a ſcene of tumult ang 
confuſton'by ſuch methods of debate, and loſe that reſpect which it 
has hitherto preſerved, not only by the e on its n gony 
but by the ſolemn grandeur of its procedure. 

Phe motion, my Lords, is allowed to contain e bit what 
every man avows in ſpeculation, and obſerves, or ought to obſetve, 
in publick tranſactions, and yet thoſe that offer and ſupport it arg 
repteſerited as abettors of oppreſſion, and inſtruments of tyranny. 
It is ſurely wonderful, my Lords, that thoſe who are ſollicitou 
for the preſervation of their On honour, and ſo diligent to obviate 
the: moſt. remote reflection that may glance upon it, ſhould not re- 
member, that the ſame delicacy may raiſe in others the ſame reſent 
ment, when their reputation is openly attacked; and that while 
* they are aſſerting the right of the minority to an exemption from 
_ cenſure; they ſhall not allow . n number at leaſt an 7 v 
elaim to the ſame privilege. * 

- Lord FaLBoT then ne | My Kaki bebe any: 0 " 
eſcaped from me that deſerves ſuch ſevere animadyerſions, your'Lord- 
Mips muſt decide. For what I might intend. to ſay, ſince by the 
interruption of that noble lord I was hindered * ee e 1 
* I ſhall not be accountable, 

Not that I acknowledge myſelf to have aſſerted any ding Either 
contrary to law, or to the privileges of the houſe, or inconſiſtent 
with the character of an independent lord, a character which I ſhall 
always endeavour to preſerve, and which I will not forfeit for the 
ſmiles of à court, the r of high e or the affluence 
of a penſion. 


Nor, my Lords, 88 the neceſſities of my ey require | 


that I ſhould ſpeak my ſentiments with freedom, will I be' awed in- 
to ſilence and ſubmiſſion, but will ſet * n at defiance that 
ſhall dare to reſtrain me. 

I pretend not, my Lords, to be always in the right, 1 claim no 


other merit than that of meaning well, and when Jam PRs 


* 
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after proper Et . 1 am ds on = kde of wk. | 
[ will trample on that inſolence that ſhall command me to ſuppreſs 
ny ſentiments. . Bs. 
When I reflect, my Lords, on the diſtreſſes 3 my country, when 
{obſerve the ſecurity and arrogance of thoſe whom I conſider as the 
authors of the publick miſeries, I cannot always contain my reſent- 
nent; I may perhaps ſometimes ſtart out into unbecoming tranſports, 
and ſpeak in terms not very ceremonious of ſuch abandoned, ſuch de- 
teſtable —— — But as this is, perhaps, not the Tanguage of the houſe, 


[ ſhall, endeavour to repreſs it, and hope that the bounds. of decency . 


have never been fo far tranſgrefſed by me that I thould' be Expoſed - 
tothe cenſure of your Lordſhips. 

Lord ABINGDON next roſe and faid : —My La the preſent 
notion is undoubtedly juſt, but by no means neceſſary, or partibu- 
luly adapted to the preſent time. It contains a general prineiple, 
unconteſted, and eſtabliſhed 3 a principle which this aſſembly has 
never denied, and from which 1 know not that it has ever depatted. 

As there is therefore no particular neceſſity of confirming it by 
1 new reſolution, and as the preſent time ſeems leſs proper than any 
other, I cannot but declare my opinion, that to reſume it at ſome 


other time will be more prudent, than to give the lords who think - 


their conduct cenſured any occaſion of reſentment or diſcontent. 

Lord CaRTERET ſpoke to the following effect: My Lords, the 
maxim laid down in the preſent motion, is in itſelf inconteſtable, 
and fo far from any inconſiſtency with the former, that as there was 
no reaſon for making, there is in my opinion none for oppoling i it ; 
as it may at any time be made, it may at any time be properly paſſ- 
ed. And J hope that our unanimity on this occaſion will ſhew that 
truth, however h advanced, will in this houſe, be al- 
ways received. 

But, leſt the noble Jords 300 have oppoſed —4 motion ſhould 


think their honour engaged in continuing the oppoſition, I take the T 


liberty, my Lords, to move that the previous queſtion may be put. 


| Other lords öl on each ſide; at laſt the previous queſtion was 

put by the prefident, who demanded, Is it your Lordfhips 

| pleifure, that the queſtion be now put? Thoſe lords who are 

for it, ſay Content: thoſe who are againſt it ſay, Not content. 

| There was accordingly a cry of "1 after which the preſi- 
dent 


© 
94 8 
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| dent declared, the contents have it; and * lords replyin 
+ © the non contents have it,“ his lordſhip ſaid « the non Sth, 
tents muſt go below the bar; which is the manner of dividin 
the houſe. Thoſe who remained being told in their ſeats, * 
| thoſe who went out being told at coming in again, there were 
"=p Content 81, Not content 8 


x: ; _ that 135 reſolution moved Ye paſſed without a q diviſion, 
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sm, though the grievance which I am about to lay before the houe il vbether 
s not of the moſt formidable or dangerous kind, yet as it is ſuch as {il rr alle 
grows every day greater, and ſuch as every day endangers the lives of roads of 
thouſands, I hope it will not be thought uſeleſs or improper to pro. Feen t 
poſe it to the conſideration of this afſembly, to offer my thoughts on houſe, \ 
the methods by which it may be moſt eaſily removed, and to en- ſteir reg 


deavour to zncite others to the ſame conſiderations. That 
It is impoſ ble, Sir, to come to this aſſembly, or to return from it wich- dich s 
out obſervations on the preſent condition of the ſtreets of Weſtminſtet; either ſu 
obſctvations forced upon every man, however inattentive, or bow. Wl 6ölrucde 
eyer engroſſed by refleQions of a different kind. has paſſe 
Fhe warmeſt zeal for publick happineſs, the moſt anxious vigilance nithout 
againſt general dangers, muſt I believe ſometimes give way to objedts ſent pow 
immediate, though of leſs importance, nor will the moſt public ſpirited eile and 
ſenators deny, that they have often been in the m_—_ alarmed with WY cton. 
obſtruQions, or ſhocked with nuiſances. | | bum 
The filth, Sir, of ſome parts of the town, and the FRE and bouſe, t 
ruggedneſs of others, cannot but in the eyes of foreigners diſgrace Weſtmi, 
our nation, and incline-them to imagine us a people, not only with- the neg] 


out delicacy, but without government, a herd of barbarians, or a Pointe 


colony of hottentots, 
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The moſt diſguſting. part of the character given by travellers, of 
e ſavage nations, is their neglect or cleanlineſs, of which 
perhaps no part of the world affords more proofs,” than the ſtreets 


zmazement. 
If that be allowed which is 1 believed, pra putreſagiion 


this grievance may be preſſed from motives of far greater weight 


unite their endeavours - with mine, to avert a _— and- moſt 
dreadful of calamities. | 

Not to dwell, Sir, upon 3 which may 3 be dads 
cly imaginary, I hope that it will be at leaſt conſidered, how much 
the preſent neglect of the pavement is detrimental to every carriage, 
whether of trade or pleaſure,” or convenience, and that thoſe who 
hare allowed ſo much of their attention to petitions, relating to the 


their regard. 


That the preſent negle& * WISE and paving the: ſtreets is 


ſuch as ought not to be borne, that the paſſenger is every where 
either ſurpriſed and endangered by unexpected chaſms, or offended or 
obſtructed by mountains of filth, is well known to every one that 
has paſſed a ſingle day in this great city; and that this grievance is 
without remedy is a ſufficient proof that no magiſtrate has at pre- 
ſent power to remove it ; for every man's private regard to his own 


ale and ſafety, would incite him to exert his 5 on this oc - 


calion, © 
| humbly propoſe, tides, that a bill may be brought i into ahi 
bouſe, to enable his majeſty's juſtices of peace for the liberties of 


Weſtminſter, to inſpect the publick ways of this city; and puniſh 


ide neglect of cleanſing and paving them; or that a new officer be 
appointed, and veſted with full authority for the ſame purpoſe. 


Mr. 
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of the Britiſh capital; a city famous for wealth, and commerce, and 
plenty, and for every other kind of civility and politeneſs, but Which 
thounds with ſuch * of filth, as a ſavage W with 


1nd ſtench are the cauſes of peſtilential diſtempers; the removal of | 


than thoſe of delicacy and pleaſure, and I might ſolicit the timely 
care of this aſſembly for the preſervation of innumerable multitudes, - 
and intreat thoſe, who are watching againſt flight misfortunes, to 


roads of the kingdom, the repair of ſome of which is almoſt every 
ſellon thought of importance ſufficient to produce debates in this 
houſe, will not think the ſtreets of the capital alone rn of 
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Mr. SanDys ſpoke next to this es 8b 1 believe Ihe 
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titudes, 


grievance, ſo much complained of by the right honourable men ws f 
ber, is not difficult to be removed without a new act of the legity, 1 
ture, being perhaps more properly to be imputed to the negliyeny Ns 
of the juſtices, than a defect of their authority; for they have 4. es 
ready ſufficient power to regulate this diſorder : and 1 may be alloys . 


to hope, Sir, that they do not want leiſure to obſerve it, for wer get 
| numbers fo great, that if we ſuppoſe them to be wholly engaged yy e 
the common” buſineſs of their office, a foreigner would have occaſt * fully 
ere e us with defects more important than want of delicacy, Mr. 
and might juſtly: cenſure us as a people corrupt beyond the comm differ v. 
rate of human wickodneh, * a nation n oy into Ig ſpoke la 
' magiſtrates and criminals. is fn 
But they in reality abound; mad us, ahi moſt of then gent w 
are only nominal magiſtrates, veſted with authority which they nere F uſe t 
exert, or exert to bad purpoſes, and which it were well if they uen WW whe 
obliged to employ in the real ſervice of their country, by ſuperintend, this aſſe 
ing the paviours and the ſcavengers. _ Accuſs i 
For this reaſon it is unneceſſary to erect 2 new s olfcer, as an in. nitted, 
ſpector of our ſtreets, ſince every office that is not neceſſaty is per. neaſure 
nieious. Were the conſequences of this grievance ſuch as they bave WP nd if if 
been repreſented I ſhould perhaps willingly erect a ne office, though de throx 
Iſhould not be ſurpriſed to hear the wiſeſt man — Hacker for a The 
8 than an increaſe of officers. —- ſhent up 
As Tineither think the grievance inſupportable, nor » bu i the delay 
propoſeior ang it eee or OY! 1 declare OO en by long 
the motion. expediti, 
Lord Gao ſpoke in the following manner a as | the grievance Wi jeg wha 
cannot be denied to be real, and the motion therefore may reaſonably 
| be imagined to have been made without any other intention than of The « 
beneſiting the publick by an uſeful law, I cannot diſcover any ut 
ficient reafor for a rejection ſo peremptory and conte mptuous. 
That every man is diſguſted, and almoſt every man daily en- 
dangered iu our ſtreets, has not been denied; nor will any man, | 
ſuppoſe, queſtion what, if be has not yet experienced it, he may pet? 
haps be fully convinced of, in bis next viſit ar excurſion. | 
+ Thoſeeevils, which every man feels, though flight, are worthy of 
the attention of the legiſlature, and chat danger that threatens mul 
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tudes, though diſtant, ought to be averted ; for a ſmall diſorder, 
e a ſmall expence, when it extends to multitudes, becomes a na- 
tional affair. 

But though this motion may oarhaps be Hable to ſome objeions,. 
there is certainly no ſuch abſurdity to be found in it, as may juſtify | 
ys. in rejecting it without examination: to reject a motion when it 
is firſt offered, is a proof of prejudice, next to that of rejecting „ 
unheard; It is to determine a e before it is diſcuſſed or can 
he fully underſtood. 8 

Mr. Sax Dys ceplied 1 in ſubſtance as follows 1 1 cannot but 
differ very widely in opinion from the right honourable member hat 
ſpoke laſt; with regard to the propriety af oppoſing a motion when 
it is firſt made; a practice, which 1 can by no means think incon- 
ſiſtent with either decency or prudence, and which would perbape be 
of uſe to the publick, if it was more frequent. 

When any motion is made, it is ſubjected to the ebenes of 
thi aſſembly, and every member is at full liberty to examine and 
diſcuſs it. If it appears to deſerve farther attention, it may be ad- 
mitted, but if the ſubject be either improper or unſeaſonable, or the 
meaſures propoſed injudicious or dangerous, it is then to be rejected, 
and if it is at laſt to be Kd it is apparent that no time * to 
be thrown away upon it. | 

The hours, and days, and FONT Why that Wi been unprofitably . 
ſpent upon bills which after all our endeavours could not be paſſed; 


thedelays of real benefits to the publick, which have been produced 


by long purſuits of ſhadowy advantages, have inclined me to a more 
expeditious method of proceeding, and determined me n to re- 
FR what I cannot yy. to n. ; 


The queſtion being 0 palled i in the neguie 142 * : 69 | 
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praTz ox THE 2xcond READING OF A BILL TO rakvzur IN. 
9 'CONVENTENCIES ARISING FROM INSURANCE oF RIS, 


The) bil being read, Sir JoHN PEA FIN Pos there 
cannot be brought before this houſe any queſtions more difficult in 
— more entangled. with a multiplicity of relations, or-more 
. perplexed with an endleſs diverſity of circumſtances, than thoſe 
which relate to commercial affairs; affairs on which the moſt expe- 
Tienced often diſagree, and on which the moſt een 8 _ 
themſelves with erroneous conjectures. 

There are no queſtions, Sir, which require ſo much perſona! knoy- 
Jedge of the ſubject to which they relate, nor is there any ſubjeck 


with which ſo few gentlemen in this houſe have had opportunities of 


being acquainted. There are no queſtions, Sir, which their variety 
of relations to different perſons expoſes to be ſoceafily miſrepreſented 
without detection, nor any in which the oppoſition of particular in- 

tereſts ſo much incites a fal ſe repreſentation. In all theſe caſes, de. 
ceit is eaſy, and there is a ſtrong temptation to deceive. 

Nor are theſe queſtions, Sir, always perplexed by intentional 
fraud, or falſe affertions, of which they that utter them are themſelve 
conſeious. | | | | 

Thoſe who deceive'us, do not always ſuppreſs any truth of which 
they are convinced, or ſet facts before us in any other light, than that 
in which themſelves behold them; they for the moſt part err with an 

honeſt intention, and propagate no miſtakes but thoſe which they 
have themſelves admitted. 

Of this kind, Sir, are doubtleſs the 1 propoſed in the bil 
before us, which thoſe by whom they are promoted may ealily 
think to be of benefit to the publick, but which, I believe, wil 
appear the reſult of imperfect views, and partial conſideration. 
The great and fundamental error, Sir, of the patrons of this bil, 

ſeems to be an opinion that the practice of infuring is not known to 
other nations, nor can be carried on in any other place, and from 


this principle they deduce conſequences, which, if they were inevi- 
| bf 
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They conclude, Sie. with ſufficient :uſineſs, that very few mer- 


thants would hazard their fortunes in long voyages or diſtant com- 
nerce, or expoſe themſelves. to the dangers of war, without ſecurity 


5 or which inſurances afford them, and having perſuaded themſelves thar 
* ch ſecurity is to be obtained from no other nation, they i imagine 
ir, there ust we might, by prohibiting it, confine. all the foreign veſſels in 
Seult in beit ports, and deſtroy * one reſolution the trade of both our rivals 
or mo od our enemies. 5 2 ö 
n tho That our Eaſt India company may def the aden of this bill, 
ſt expe. cannot deny, becauſe they might perhaps receive from it ſome tem- 
yorary advantage by the ſhort inconveniencies which thoſe whom 


deceive 


fſubjed NMcnnot injure them; and if it ſucceeds, may produce great advan- 


nities of Wages to them: they may wiſh it, becauſe they will feel the immediate 


r variety benefit, and the detriment will fall upon others. | 

reſented I ſhall not enquire whether our merchants are inclined to oak with 
ular in. Wn:levolence on all thoſe who cultivate the ſame branches of com- 
aſes, de. nerce with themſelves, though they have neither the violation of na- 
it tural rights, nor the infringement of national treaties, to complain 
of. I ſhould be unwilling to ſuſpe& a Britiſh merchant, whoſe ac- 
quaintance with the conſtitution of his own country ought to ſhew 
bim the value of liberty, who ought to be above narrow ſchemes, by 
f which tie knowledge which bis profeſſion enables him to gain, of a deſire 
an that v eneroach upon the rights of others, or to engroſs the general bene- 
with 20 ts of nature; and ſhall only obſerve, that ſeveral other nations can 


entional 
emſelyes 


ch they plead a claim to the Eaſt India trade, a claim of equal validity with 


our own; that the Danes have their ſettlement there, and that the 


the bil bortugueſe diſcovered the way to thoſe regions of wealth, from which 


, exſily ſome perhaps are inclined to exclude them. 

e, wil But nothing is more vain than to attempt to exclude heal by re- 
is lulng to enſure their ſhips, becauſe the opinion that they can be in- 
his bill lured by no other nation is entirely without foundation, There are 


own tot this time offices of inſurance along the whole coaſts of the Mid- | 


id fon bnd fea, among the Dutch, and even among the French. Nothing 
2 incvi- debar any nation from the trade of inſurance but the want 


tab 8 2 | „ 


15 certain, wk eafly. 1 us to an ie lade e 
of the bill, as neceſſary to ſecure dur gem: and diſtteſs our 


they conſider as the enemies of their commerce would feel from it. 
U know. They may deſire it, becauſe the experiment, if it fails, as it muſt, 
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of moneys. and that money is not wanted by foreigners for this cargo» of 
purpoſe, appears from _ grout f ſums which they have depoſited in WW (ne opp: 
our funds. there will 


That this trade is now carried on chielly by this vation, 9 zoainſt fr: 


not ſolely, is inconteſtible, but what can be inferred from that, but the inſure 


that we ought not to obſtruct our own gain; that we ought not to [ cann« 


make a law to deprive ourſelves of that advantage of which either fa. he prever 


vourable accidents or our own ſagacity have put us in poſſeſſion, is to be 

For this reaſon it appears that it would not contribute to the wealth WM the ſucce 
of the publick to debar us from inſuring the ſhips even of thoſe with WW which ar: 
whom we are at war, ſor it is always to be remembered that they vi nary valu 
receive no detriment» from ſuch prohibitions, nor will feel any oth port ; be 
conſequence from them than a neceſlity of transferxing to ſome other the cont? 
nation the profit which we receive from it. | out any! 

W hat the profit is which ariſes to the nation from the trade of in. If the 


ſurance it is not poſſible exactly to determine, but that the trade is ind can 


really advantageous may be reaſonably conceived, becauſe after many I lick com 
years experience it is diligently followed, and a law was never ne- Wl zbly rece 
ceſſary to prohibit the purſuit of a buſineſs by which nothing was to be fraints, 
gained, But could the gain of the inſurer be a doubtful point, there by reme 
is a certain advantage to the nation by the money paid for commiſſion, 2pprove, 
brokerage, ſtamps, and the credit of the premium depoſired here, Bl ieQed. 


I might add, Sir, another conſiderable ſum yearly ariſing to the Mr. 8 
government from the additional letters, occaſioned by this trade, . 1 firſt pr 


which encreaſe the revenues of the poſt· office, 18 any de-. tonoura 
duGion for additional charge. expectec 


That che loſs of this profit, and the gain of POR ay will enſue WW mercial 
upon the ratification of this bill, cannot be denied; nor does it 2p-W only en: 


pear, that this loſs will be counterbalanced by any advantage that MW have ne 
will be gained over our rivals or our enemies. | many b1 


Whether this bill, Sir, would produce to the W e of tu ee of r 
city by which it is promoted, the advantages which they expect from for the 
it, or remove any of the grievances of which they complain, I an Trad 
not able poſitively to determine; but know, that it is not uncommon Bl that ve 
for merchants, as well as other men, to confound private with pub- lify the 
lick grievances, and to imagine their own intereſt the intereſt of tt ¶ and [ « 


. queſtioi 


Wich regard, Sir, to the practice of . interef or ns inter 
as the term is, when an imaginary value is put upon the ſhip of 
Cargo, 


to me, 
Which ' 


1 
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for this cargo, often much above i its real worth, it cannot be denied, that 
dlited in ome opportunities may be given by it for wicked practices. But 


J there will always be circumſtances in which there can be no ſecurity 
though zainſt frauds, but common faith; nor do I ſee how we can ſecute 5 
at, but (he inſurers againſt the poſſibility of being defrauded. 
t not ty [ cannot indeed diſcover, Sir, how this method of lnfirlig can 
ther fi. be prevented; for how can the value of a cargo be eſtimated, which 
n. is to be collected in a long voyage, at different ports, and where 
wealth WW the ſucceſs of the adventurers often depends upon lucky accidents, 
fe with WW which are indeed always hoped for, but ſeldom happen. An imagi- 
hey wil nary value muſt therefore be fixed upon, when the ſhip leaves the © 
y other port; becauſe the ſucceſs of that voyage cannot be foreknown, and 
we other WW the contracting parties may be ſafely truſted to ſet that Iu with- 
5 cut any law to direct or reſtrain them. OY, - 
le of in. If the merchants are oppreſſed by any peculiar mcbpef len e. | 
trade h and can find means of redreſſing them without injuring the-pub- 


r many Wl lick commerce, any propoſal for that purpoſe ought to be fayour= 


ver ne- BN ably received; but as the bill now before us Propoſes general re- 
as to be Wi firaints, and propoſes to remove grievances, which are not felt, 
t, there Wi by remedies, which thoſe, upon whom they are to operate, do not 
miſſion, 2pprove, I think i it ought. not to be N to a Cy but re- 
ere, Wl jeded. 
to the Mr. SoUTHWELL ſpoke next in terms to this purpoſe':—Sir, when 
5 trade, U firſt propoſed this bill to the houſe, I lamented the abſence of that 
ny de: honourable gentleman, from. whoſe diſcuſſions and arguments I | 
erpected great information; and for whoſe judgment, in all com- 
Il enſue A mercial queſtions, I have the higheſt eſteem, as his penetration not 
$ It ap- only enables him to diſcover the conſequences of methods which 
ge that have not yet been tried, but as his extenſive acquaintance with | 
many branches of trade, cannot but have informed him of the ſuc- 
of tht Wl eſs of many expedients tried, as well in 2 nations as our on, 
from for the advancement of it. 
1, lam Trade, Sir, is a ſubject, of which it has been 4 obſerved, 
ommon Bl that very few gentlemen have attained knowledge ſufficient to qua- 
th pub- I lify themſelves to judge of the propriety of any new regulation; 
of the Bi and L cannot but confeſs, that I have no uncommon {kill in theſe 
queſtions, What I have to offer on this occaſion, has been ſuggeſted 
inter!) Wi to me, not ſo much by my own obſervations, as by the intelligence 


ſhip of hich I have =} induſtriouſly ſought, and by which, as I endea- 
cargo ; P 3 5 | voured | 


* 
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voured to-enquire of thoſe t opinion was leaſt a they to be per 


verted by thejr-intereſt, I hope I have not been miſled. 

The merchants,. Sir, to whom it has been my Meret to apply, 
have generally concurred in the opinion that the preſent practice d 
inſuring is prejudicial to our commerce, nor have I found ar 
diſagreement between my ee and the e of chis Sten 


metropolis. 


Lam unwilling to eins that there can be any tall, for which 
the wiſdom of this aſſembly cannot diſcover a remedy, and am there. 


fore of opinion, that if the grievance is real, ſome expedient may 


be diſcovered for removing it; and that it is real, I cannot but be 
convinced by the declarations of ſo many men, who can have no in- 
tereſt in complaining when they ſuffer nothing, and whoſe known 


abilities exempt them from the ſuſpicion of imputing any pt of 


| their uneaſineſs to a cauſe which cannot produce i . 
The bill before us, Sir, requires, in my opinion, ſome amend- 


ments, and in its preſent ſtate might, perhaps, produce more de. 


triment than advantage; but ſince it is neceſſary at leaſt to attempt 
ſomething for the relief of men fo uſeful to this nation, it appears 
to me neceſſary to form a committee, and to' deliberate on this ſub- 
ject with more attention. 6 gy 

Mr. Lock woop ſpoke next to the following effect: Vir. though 


I am not of opinion that the bill | in its preſent ftate ought to be 
paſſed into a law, yet I am far from thinking it ſo impetfect as not 


eaſily to be amended, and, therefore, am deſirous that it ſhould be 
conſidered in a committee. | 


I have not, indeed, Sir, often N Ch bills pol 


drawn up at firſt have received great improvements from a ſecond con- 
ſideratiop, and have found it more eaſy to form a new bill, than tn 


make alterations in one that is laid before us, for ſome original error 


will commonly remain, and the ſentiments of different men put- 


ſuing different views, can ſeldom be madelled into one conſiſtent 
ſcheme. But I am far from conſidering this bill as one of thoſe 


that cannot be amended, for J can diſcover but few objections u 


; the regulations pr opoſed in it, and thoſe not relating to any of the 
eſſential parts, but flight and circumſtantial, ſuch as will-eaſily bt 


temo ed, or perhaps anſwered. 
The grievance, Sir, for which this bill es; m is {0 


tue known, and ſo univerfally lamented, thats 1 bel 


on 
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„ 1 * SUR 1% 0 r.. "ons. 
there is not any. thing more worthy of the attention of the legiſ-. | 
ature than an enquiry. into the cauſe of it, and the proper method 
of tedteſſing it. : 

In our enquiry into the Ma of oh obſtruction of, wade. I am 5 
of opinion, Sir, that the practice of inſuring, intereſt or. no intereſt, | 
will appear to be the foundation of this general uneaſineſs, it will be 
ſound a practice of ſo natural a tendency to fraud, and ſo eaſily ſuſ- | 
ceptible of diſhoneſt artifices, that 1 believe, ovefy. member of this 
bouſe will deſire its ſuppreſſion. 

To confirm my aſſertion, Sir, and illustrate the * 9 75 
vs, I ſhall mention ſome particular inſtances of fraud to which this 4 
cuſtom has given occaſion, of fraud ſo evident and ſo deteſtable that 


it cannot be related without indignation. 


The Royal George was a large ſhip 3 to >the South- 2 | 
company, which having been a voyage to Vera Cruz, put in at Jas, 
maica in her return; and being there refitted to proceed on her voyage 
homewards, ſet ſail, and came within a week's failing of the port, 
when upon a ſudden the officers entered into a conſultation, , and. 
determined to go back a month's voyage to Antigua, for what rea- 
ſon, Sir, may eaſily be gueſſed, when it was told that a ſhip war in- 
ſured upon a. ſuppoſed value of ſixty thouſand pounds. 1 

This reſolution, Sir, was no ſooner formed, than 1 were, 
gen to change the courſe and ſteer to Antigua, in oppoſition to all = 
the remonſtrances of the carpenter, who is the proper judge of the 
condition of a veſſel, and who declared with honeſty and reſolution 
againſt their whole procedure. But they purſued their new. ſcheme 
without any regard to. his murmurs or aſſertions, and when they 
arrived at Antigua, found ſome method of influencing | the officers. 
of that iſland to declare the ſhip unfit for the e of the 
voyage. 

Their deſign, TI was now w happily compleated, 10 confirm the 


determination which had been pronounced in their fayour, they 


ſtranded: the ſhip upon a bank of ſand, forced out the iron that 
grapples the timber together, and having firſt taken away the maſts 
and rigging, and whatever elſe could be uſed or ſold, threw the bal- 
laſt to each end, and ſo broke the veſſel in the middle. „355 

By this well-contrived ſhipwreck, having as they imagined raiſed. . 
their fortunes, they came home triumphantly from their, proſperous _ 


voyage, and claimed the money for which the chip Was inſured. 
P 4 The 
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The inſurers ſtartled at a demand ſo unexpected, cure into the 
affair with all the induſtry which its importance might naturally in. 
cite, and after ſome conſultation determined to try OY the 
ſhip might not be reficted and brought to Britain. 

In purſuance of this reſolution, they ſent workmen and material, 
und without much expence, or any difficulty,” brought. it hither, 

I believe, Sir, this relation i is ſufficient at once to prove the prac. 
thee, and explain the nature of the frauds to which this method of 
inſurance gives occaſion ; but as the frequency of them is ſuch, that 
many inſtances may be produced, I ſhalt offer another LAT nar 
r of the ſame kind. 

A hip that belonged to the Eaſt Indi ia company, infured after this 
method, was run aſhore by the captain, in ſuch a manner that he 
| imagined none but himſelf able to recover it, and therefore, though 
tt coſt five thoufand pounds, ſold it for five hundred, but the pur- 

| chaſer, no lefs expert than the captain, found means very ſpeedily to 
diſengage it, to reſtore it to a proper condition with little expence, 
and was much enriched by his fortunate bargain. 

I cannot but obſerve, Sir, that this kind of fraud is more formi. 
dable, as it may be practiſed without a poſſibility of detection: had 


the captain, inſtead of ſtranding, deſtroyed his veffel, how could his 


wickedneſs ever have been diſcovered ; or how could the South-ſca 
company's ſhip have been brought home, had it been "Ne: in . 
diſtant corner of the world. 
„ practice, Sir, and the frauds which it bas occaſioned, ood 
the ſuſpicioas which the eaſy practice of frauds always creates, have 
produced ſo many trials, and filled the courts of juſtice with ſuch 
intricate contentions, that the judges, who know perhaps nothing of 
this practice but from its eſſects, have often declared it to be ſo pregnant 
with conteſts and cheats, that it ought not to be ſuffered, and that 
a law for ſupprefling it would much contribute to the eſtabliſhment 
of peace, and the ſecurity of property. 
Ia not inſenſible, Sir, of the force of the argument made uſe of 
by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke in favour of this, practice, 
and cannot but allow it that regard which his reaſonings always de- 
ſerve ; it is the ſtrongeſt, and perhaps the only argument, that can be 
produced. His aſſertion of the impoſſibility af eſtimating the real value 


pk a ſhip, or of foreknowing the ſucceſs of a voyage, is inconteſ- 
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gry clue ought to be admitted, but chat no inſurance ought to be 
ally in. , where thete is no rational method of aſcertaiaing it; or 
der the FF bal at all ſuch inſurance _ to be rather deu ING 
. eine, than above im. 
terial, If the grievance coniplained of dia been proved not to be 
er. ginary, we ought doubtleſs to conſult how it may be remaliedy 
e prac. dor do 1 believe that our confultations will be ineffeQual, if we en- 
thod of ge in them, not with an intention to perplex, but to inform each 
b, thar WW other, I am of opinion, Sir, that the importance of the queſtiom 
t mar. requires a committee; nor can L diſcover any an in the 
ill, which ſhould hinder it from paſſing into a law © 5 
er this Mr. BURRELL ſpoke to this effect :—Sir, I am convinced by er- 
hat he jerience, as well as reaſon, that fo many irfconveniencies ariſe 


fom this method of inſurance, that it affords ſo many opportunities 
of fraud, and gives ſuch encouragement to negligence, that I ſhall 
willingly concur in any meaſures that may effectually ſuppreſs it. 

k is, Sir, too well known' to require proof, that intereſt” is the 
parent of diligence, and that men attend to the performance of 
ormi. their duty, in proportion as they muſt ſuffer by the neglect of it; 
: had 2nd therefore every practice that d Os e of 1 its n is in- 
Id his jurious to the publicx. 
heſea But that this is the chile of eſtimating ſhips a at an ey, 
ſome value in the offices of inſurance, is to the higheſt degree evident. 
RE When a ſhip is eſtimated above its real value, how will the com- 
, and nander ſuffer by a wreck, or what ſhall reſtrain him from deſtroy= 
have ing his veſſel, when it may be done with ſecurity to bimſelf, except 
ſuch that integrity which indeed ought to be generally diffuſed, but which js 


g of not always to be found, and to which few men wa it ary to wut 


nant von occaſions of far leſs importance, _ 
that To ſhew, Sir, that T do not indulge — fulpleiitis; or 
nent magnify the bare poſſi bility of fraud into reality; that F do not 
backen human nature, or propoſe laws againſt wickedneſs” that has 
e of not yet exiſted ; it may be proper to mention ſome letters, in which 
ice, [ have been informed by my correſpondent at Leghorn, of the ſtate 
de- of the ſhips which have arrived there; ſhips fo weakly mann'd, and 
1 be lo penuriouſly or negligently ſtored, ſo much decayed in the bot- 
lae toms and ſo ill fitted with rigging, chat oi declares his altoniſhmeut 
ef- at their arrival, 


gt It may deſerve our conſilerations Sir, whether the ſacceſs of the 
5 Spaniſn 
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nicious practice; whether captains, when their veſſels are Inſured 
for more than their value, do not raſhly venture into known danger? 


Whether they do not wilfully mils the ſecurity of convoys ? 'Whe. | 


ther they do not direct their courſes where. priyateers may moſt ſe. 
curely eruize? Whether they do not ſurrender with leſs reſiſtance 
than intereſt would excite? And whether they do not raiſe clamour 
againſt the government ſor their ill ſucceſs, to avoid the Luſpigion of 
negligence or:fraud * L *&4 7a 
- Thar other frauds -i are committed i in us praQice of 8 


well known to the honourable gentleman: it is a common practice 
to take money upon bottomree, by way of pledge, for the captain 


fidelity, and to deſtroy this ſecurity by inſuring above the real value; 


5 ſo that the captain may gain by neglecting the care of his veſſel, or 
at leaſt ſecure himſelf from loſs, and indulge. his eaſe or his pleaſure 


without any interruption from the fear of diminiſhing his fortune. 
The whole practice of inſurance, Sir, is in its preſent ſtate, I be. 
— Sia fo.. perplexed with frauds, and of- ſuch. manifeſt tendency ta 
the obſtruction of commerce, that it aloe eure ſome legal 
regulations. 0 
Sir Jonx Barnard then 4 to this: ns nf po 


in the practice of inſurance, with regard to which the honourable 
n Sentleman has appealed to me, I can confidently affirm that I am 


totally. ignorant: I know not of any fraudulent practices openly 
carried on, or eſtabliſhed by euſtom, Which I ſuppoſe are meant: 


42 for with regard to ſingle acts of fraud, committed by particular men, 


It is not to be ſuppoſed but that they have been detected in this, as 


in all other branches of traffic: nor can I conceive that any 


argument can be drawn from them againſt the praQice; ſor if every 
part of commerce is to be prohibited, which has furniſhed villains 
with oppottunities of deceit, we mall comract trade into a narrow 
compass. . ö 

Wich regard, Sir, to the 1 of the Royal e though 
the proceedings of the officers are not wholly to be vindicated, yet 
part of their conduct is leſs inexplicable than it has been repreſented, 


Their return to Antigua when they were bound for Britain, and 


were within a week's ſailing. of their port, is eaſily: to be defended, 


if the wind was contrary to their intended courſe ; for it is not dif 
ficult to conceive that they might reach a diſtant port with a favaur 
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know not what claim they 'ean produce; and ſeem to imagine, that 


ene chan falle to ce lot wh men not Tombinge: in their alls< 


ciation.” ee et 


however they may miſrepreſent them, I ſhall be ſatisfied, that they 
will have with the dilintereſted and impartial their Juſt weight, and 
that this affair will not 55 baſtily determined ech an nene ex- 


1 


mination. t 
Sir RorkERr 2 replied to this i —Whither the 
merchants are ſatisfied with the preſent methods of inſuring, or what 
is the opinion of any ſeparate body of men, I think it abfolutelyan= 
neceflary to enquire, Weare conſtituted for the publick advantages 
and are engaged by our ſenatorial charaQer to conſider, not the pri- 
vate 0 of A men, "BOS the 12 advantage of our 
country. 0 
In our büßt, Gp" of nar intereſt, we e ſhall be obliged e 


quently to oppoſe the ſchemes which private men or ſeparate frater- 


nities have formed for their own advantage, and which they may be 
expected to defend with all their art; both becauſe every man is un- 
villing to imagine that the publick intereſt 2nd his own are oppoſite, 
and becauſe it-.is to be feared, that many may conſider the publiek 
only in ſubordination to themſelves, and be very little ſollicitous 
about the general proſperity of their country, provided none of the 


calamities which afflict it extend their influence to themſelves. ori 


We are in the diſcuſſion of this queſtion, Sir, to conſider that 
we are engaged i in a war againſt a nation from which inſults, depre- 
dations, oppreſſions, and cruelties, have been long complained of, 


and againſt which we are therefore to act with a reſolution propor- 


tioned to the injuries which we have ſuffered, and to our deſire of 
vengeance. We are to practiſe every method of diſtreſſing them, and 
to promote the ſucceſs of our arms even at the expence of preſent 
gain, and the intereſt, of private men, 

It is well known, Sir, to all who have Aber heard or wad of the 


the 
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[ have wag obſerved; Sie, that the eee ts 4 by 


ade to the Eaſt-Indies, aſſume an air of ſuperiority, to which 4 


their charter gives them more exrenſive' knowledge; and more er 5 


But however theſe ante may e my arguments, and 


* 
7 


4 


Pp natoral, 18 of their own. ey ae the gain of 
foreign commerce, and depend wholly on their American ſett] 

for all the copyeniencies, and . ane ee 
. e 79 1 7 

This is the ads ds that 8 a war * . 

0 much to be dreaded by them. A nation ſuperior to them by ſe, 
holds them beſieged, like a garriſon ſurrounded by an army, precludey 
them from ſupplies, intercepts their ſuccours, and if it cannot force 
their walls * e, can at leaſt by a blockade ſtarve them to a er. 
e. . 
Thus, Sir, by a rt war with an penn of u Beta 
| they muſt at length be ſubdued, and ſubdued perhaps without a battle, 
and without the poſſibility of reſiſtance z againſt ſuch an enemy 
their courage or their diſcipline is of no uſe ; they may form armies 
indeed, but which can only ſtand upon the ſhore, to defend what their 
enemies have no intention of invading, and ſee thoſe ſhips ſeized in 
\ which their pay is treaſured, or their proviſions are ſtored. 

Such, Sir, is our natural ſuperiority over the Spaniards, a ſpecies 
of ſuperiority that muſt inevitably prevail, if it be not defeated by 
our own folly, and ſurely a more effectual method of defeating it, 
the Spaniards themſelves could not have diſcovered, than that of in- 
ſuring their ſhips among our merchants. 

| When a ſhip thus inſured is taken, which notwithſtanding all pre 
- cautions muſt ſometimes happen, we examine the cargo, find itex- 

tremely valuable, and triumph in our ſucceſs; we not only count 
the gain to ourſelves, but the loſs to our enemies, and determine 
| that a ſmall number of ſuch captures will reduce them to offer us 
peace upon our own terms, a . 
| Such are the concluſions which are made,. and made with reaſon, 
by men unacquainted with the ſecret practices of our merchants, 
and who do not ſuſpect us to be ſtupid enough to ſecure our enemies 
again{} ourſelves; but it is often found upon a more cloſe examination, 
that our ſhips of war have only plundered our merchants, and that 
- our privateers may indeed have enriched themſelves, but impoveriſhed 
their country. It is diſcovered that the loſs of the Spaniards is to be 
repaid, and perhaps ſometimes with intereſt, by the Britiſh inſurers. 
If it be urged, that we ought not to enact any laws which may 


obſtruct the gain of our fellow ſubjects, may it not be aſked, why - 
all uade with Spain is prohibited, may not the trade be equally gain- 
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ful with the inſurance, and may not the gain be more gentraſly dif - 
buted, and therefore be more properly national ? 1 1 

But this trade was prohibited, becauſe it was more neceſſary to 
dur enemies than to ourſelves ; it was prohibited, becauſe the laws ; 
of war require, that a leſs evil ſhould be ſuffered to inflict a greater ; 
it is upon this principle that every battle is fought, aud that we 9 
cur own ſhips to conſume the navies of the enemy. 

for this reaſon, Sir, it appears to me evident beyand contradiftion, 
that the inſurance of Spaniſh ſhips ought to be prohibited: we 
hall indeed loſe the profit of the inſurance, but we ſhall be reim- 
burſed by the captures, which is an argument By” ganngt be pro. a 
duced for the prohibition of commerce. 

It is urged, Sir, that they may inſure their ſhips in other countries, 
an aſſertion of which, whether it be true or not, I am not able to 
decide; but it is acknowledged, that the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing 
new correſpondence will be at leaſt a temporary obſtruction of theie 
trade, and an n of even a _—_ continuance may lay them 
ſpecies at our Mercy. 
ted by But let us, si, reflect upon the etch of this argument, they © 
ng it, muſt be allowed to inſure here, becauſe they may inſure in ather places; 
of in- vill it not be equally juſt to urge, that they muff trade with us, 

| buauſe they may trade with other nations? And may it not be 
1 pre- WW anſwered, that though we cannot wholly ſuſpend their commerce, it 
it ex is jet our buſineſs to obſtruct it as far as we are able? 5 
une May it not, Sir, be farther affirmed, that by inſuring i in other na · 
mine tions, they may injure their allies by falling into our hands, but do 
er us not the leſs benefit us? that if they do not grow weaker, we at leaſt 

are ſtrengthened; but that by inſuring among us, whatever ſteps are 

aſon, taken, the equilibrium of the war is preſerved always the ſame ? 


ant; WF. It is aſſerted, and I ſuppoſe with truth, that we inſure at a lower 
mics nte than others, and it will therefore follow, that the Spaniards, 
LION, whenever their ſhips ſhall eſcape us, will ſuffer more by having inſured 
BE amongſt foreigners, than if they had contracted with our merchants. 
iſhed Thus it appears, Sir, that there are ſtronger reaſons for prohi- | 
to be biting the inſurance of Spaniſh ſhips, than for putting a ſtop to our 
ZI commerce with them and that whether their ſhips are taken by us, 
1 or eſcape us, it is the general intereſt of the nation, that they ſhall be 


inſured by foreign merchants. 


With To” * to the * India company, I have no regard 
to 


| to their rntereſt, ds as e diſtin * hat & Pan reſt of the 


| nation; nor have received any ſolicitations, from them to Promote nel 

this bill, or to eſpouſe their intereſt, but cannot, without concealing * Ea, 

wy rea] ſentiments, depy that as they | have the grant of an excluſive , 18 b 

trade to the Faſt I odies, to enſure the thips- that are ſent thither 1 
without their permifh ion, is to invade their rights, and to infringe at 1 £ 
| | their charter, and that the practice, if the validity of their chart jo fulpe F 
| be admitted, is illegal and ought to be diſcountenanced- Pee 
| + The praQice, Sir, of inſuring, intereſt or no intereft, or of aGgning r 
| : to ſhips ; an imaginary value, is nothing more than a particular game, e 
| a mete folemn ſpecies of hazard, and ought therefore to be prohibited, likewiſe 
| 12 terpolitic 
For every reaſon that can be urged againit games of chance. Ie 
. With regard to this bill in general, it is in my opinion highly! ne. k the. 
ceſſary, nor can! discover any important objection that can be made does =" 

: _ againft it; Some law of this kind, and to this purpoſe, F have long 1 2 
intended to offer to the conſideration of this afſembl y. and finceits Wl. re 

now before us, I. think we ought to confider it with the attention and. ths 

\ which may be juſtly expected from us. 15 585 
Lord Bar riMokg ſpoke thus:---Sir, I 88 not how properly Wil. 455 
tte practice of inſuting may be termed a ſpecies of hazard, nor do! 41 1 0 

think any thing more is to be conſidered, than whether the game be 5 es 
gainful to the nation, or not, for 1 cannot diſcoyer that there is any wh by 
abſurdity in enriching ourſelves at the expence of other nations, 3 
whether, enemies or allies. That we ought to prefer the general good * 
5 5 P general g . 

fo the advantage of individuals, is undoubted, but I cannot conceive * wil 
that in this cafe there can be any oppoſition between private and * 
publick intereft. If our inſurers gain by ſecuring the ſhips of out perl 


enemies, the nation is benefited, for all national gain 2 muſt Circtats 8 
through the hands of individuals. | urers, V 


l 


No man will affert that we ought to affift our enemies, nor will n | 
any man imagine that we aſſiſt them by impoveriſhing them, and 5 
voyage, 


Four inſurers gain by their rang the Spaniards muſt undoubtedy | | 
2 * lofers. 8 contract 


Thi 
„Mr. WirIIMor ſpoke next, to the following purpoſe :---Sir, ] * 
made ac 
E converſed on the queſtion to which this bill relates, with men * 
pecting 
engaged in various kinds of traffic, and who have no common in- IL: 
tereſt but that of their country. 1 have diſperſed among the mer- Te 1 
chants, molt eminent for their acquaintance with the whole extent I ge 


of dommerce, and Tor. their knowledge of the true intereſt 'of ihe Thu: 
; ' . ' 9 nation, 8 
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nation; copies of this bill, and cannot find any of them ſo ſenſible of 
te grievance of which we have ſo loud complaints, as to deſire chat 
i ſhould be redreſſed by the meaſures now propoſed. Ae 
That frauds are practiſed on every ſide, in this, as wa as in EE, 
trades, the general corruption of our-age gives us ſufficient reaſon 
to ſuſpect, but what i is common to every ſort of traffick, cannot. of 
produced as an argument for the prohibition of any. 3 20 
That the practice of inſuring an imaginary value may give oppor- 
unity for greater frauds than can be praiſed in common dealings, is 
likewiſe evident, but I cannot e ſuch frauds to TOON: the | in- 
terpoſition of the legiſlature. 

If they are practiſed only by thoſe of our own nation; the publick 
does not ſuffer 3 for property is only transferred from one ſubject to 


criminal juſtice, but the cuſtom which gave the opportunity of prac- 
ting it, -ought not to be reſtrained, any more than any other profeſ- 
fon-not criminal in itſelf, but liable to accidental abuſes. _ 


deed, more nearly affected, but even in that caſe, it is to be remem- 
bered, that the private intereſt of the inſurers, who muſt be immedi- 
ately ruined,” is 2 ſufficient ſecurity for the publick. For it cannot, 
dir, be coniceived that any man will obſtinately carry on a buſineſs, 
by which he becomes every day poorer, or, that when he deſiſts 
he will be ſucceeded by another, who cannot but know that he en- 
gages in that traffick to his certain ruin. _ $2 gh 


The true ſtate of this affair is, that frauds are, indeed, often 5 
committed, and are for that reaſon always ſuſpected, and that the in 


ſurers, when they inſure the ſhip and cargo againſt accidents, reckon 
among other chances the probability of being cheated, and pro- 
portion their demands, not only to the length and danger of the 


voyage, but to the character W of the man with whom they 


contract. 
This, Sir, is len the praftce of thoſe whom experience has 


made acquainted with the danger of implicit confidence and unſuſ- 
pecting credulity, nor do any but the young and unſkil ful ſuffer tem- 


ſelves to be ſo expoſed to frauds, as that their fortunes ſhould be 
Injured, or the general gain 115 (or buſineſs 0 IIY by J 
few deceits, - 


Thus it appears, that bi the eaſe aye ſafety with 
: which, 
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mother: the fraud ought indeed to be ſeverely puniſhed in the courts of 


If our inſurers are defrauded by foreigners, the nation is then, in- 
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which the —— of inſurance admit fraud to * pracliſt 
the inſurers by a proportionate degree of caution, ſecure thenſdn 
| from being injured, and by conſequence the nation. 
The inſurance of foreign ſhips is now to be conſidered, by which 
great profit ariſes to the nation. We inſure, Sir, as it has been db. 
ſerved, at lower rates than other nations, becauſe we have more by. 
neſs of this kind, and the ſmallneſs of our profit is compenſated by the 
frequency; the cheapneſs of inſurances, and eagerneſs of foreignen 
to inſure here, reciprocally contribute to each other; we are often 


. applied to, becauſe we inſure at an eaſy rate, and we can inſute at u 


- eaſy rate, becauſe we are often applied to. | 
Nor is the cheapneſs of Britiſh inſurance the only motive to the 
preference which it preſerves among foreigners, who are induced tg 
apply to this nation, by the reputation which our merchants have de. 
fervedly gained for probity and punctuality ſuperior to that of ally 
other traders. Our merchants; Sir, bargain without artifice, pay 
without ſubterfuges, and are ready on all oecaſions to preſerve their 
character at the hazard of their profit. | 0 8 
From theſe two conſiderations we may draw unanſwerable argu- 
ments againſt any reſtraints upon the practice of inſuring: if fo. 
reigners are once diſappointed in their applications to us, our buſineſs 
will in a great part ceaſe, and as we ſball not then be able to inſure 
at lower rates than other nations, we ſhall never recover that branch 
of our trade. And as the charaQter of the Britiſh merchants exempt 
them from any ſuſpicion of practices pernicious to the publick, wiy 
mould they be reſtrained? Why, Sir, ſhould they appear to be ful- 


pected by the legiſlature of their own country, whom foreigners ut 


without he ſitation? 


It has been objected to them with great eats and urged) wit 
much rhetorical exaggeration, that they aſſiſt the enemies of their 
country, that they prolong the war, and defeat thoſe advantages 


which our fituation and commerce have given us; imputations ſul⸗ 
- feiently atrociou s, if they were founded upon truth. 


But let us, Sir, examine the arguments by which this accuſation 
has been ſupported, and enquire whether this triumph of eloquence 


has been occaſioned by any real ſuperiority of evidence or reaſon ; it 
is urged, that we have already prohibited commerce with the Spanl- 


ards, and that therefore we ought likewiſe to prohibit the inſurance 


i 


of their ſhips, 
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It will not ee Sir, an imagination very fertile, or & knaw- 
page very extenſive, to ſupply arguments ſufficient to refute, the ſup- 
poſed demonſtration ; in oppoſition to which it may be urged, that 
this kind of commerce is of a peculiar nature, that it ſubſiſts upon 


ation that the inſurers of other nations may obtain by the ſame 

means, and from whom we ſhall therefore never recover it. | 
It may be obſerved, Sir, that other commodities are the peculiar 

xrodut of different countries, and that there is no danger of loſing 


dur other trade by ſuſpending it, becauſe it depends upon the ex- 


cellence of our manufactures; but that inſurance may be the com- 
nodity of any country, where money and common honeſty are 
to be found. i 

This argument may perhaps be yet more effeQually alin 
or perhaps entirely ſubverted by denying the expedience of that pro- 


hibition which i is produced as a precedent for another reſtraint, Nor 
indeed does it appear why we ſhould preclude ourſelves from a gain- 


ful trade, becauſe the money is drawn by it out of the hands of our 
enemies; or why the product of our lands ſhould lie unconſumed, or 


our manufactures ſtand unemployed, rather than we ſhould ſell to 


our enmies what they will purchaſe at another place, or by the inter- 
rention of a neutral power. 


To ſell to an enemy that which may enable him to injure us, that 
which he muſt neceſſarily obtain, and which he could buy from no | | 


other, would indeed be, to the laſt degree, abſurd ; but that may 
ſurely be ſold them without any breach of morality or policy, which 
they can want with leſs inconvenience than we can keep. If we 


were belieging a town, I ſhould not adviſe our ſoldiers to ſell to the 
inhabitants ammunition or proviſions, but cannot diſcover the folly 
ak admitting them to purchaſe ornaments for their houſes, or bro- 
cades for their ladies. 


But, without examining with the utmoſt accuracy, whather the 
ate prohibition was rational or not, I have, I hope, ſuggeſted ob- 


ſections ſufficient to make the queſtion doubtful, and to incline us 


Þ try the ſucceſs of one experiment before we venture upon another 


bore hazardous. 


lam neyer willing, Sir, to load trade with Nan ; trade is in 
6 own nature fo fugitive and variable, that no conſtant courſe can 


Vol. 2 ; Q | be 
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which, in my opinion, evidently requires that we ſhould give no 
aſſiſtance to our enemies, that our merchants ſhould co-operate with 
our navies, and that we ſhould endeavour to with-hold every thing 
that may make the war leſs burthenſame to them, and conſequenty 
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be preſeribed to it; and thoſe regulations which were proper when 


they were made, may in a few months become difficulties and ob. 
ſtructions. We well know, that many of the meaſures which ou 


anceſtors purſued for the encouragement of commerce, have been 


found of pernicious conſequence ; and even in this ape, which per. 
haps experience more than wiſdom has enlightened, L have known 


few attempts of that kind which have not defeated the end for whiz 


they were made. | 
It is more prudent to tones: the merchants atliberty to purſue thoſe 
meaſures which experience ſhall dictate upon every occaſion, an} 
ſuffer them to ſnatch the preſent opportunity of honeſt gain wheneyy 
it ſhall happen; they will never injure their own intercſt by the uf 
of this liberty, and by preſerving themſelves they will preſerve thy 
nation from detriment ; nor will they need to be reſtrained by a lay 


| propoſed without their ſolicitation, and of which they cannot dil, 


cover any beneficial conſequences. 

Mr. Hox Ack WALPOLE ſpoke next to this purpoſe :—Sir, for thy 
bill now before us I have no particular fondneſs, nor defire that i 
ſhould be promoted by any other means than rational arguments and 


the repreſentation of indubitable facts. | 
I have no regard, Sir, in this enquiry, to any private intereſt, of 


any other defire than that of ſecuring the intereſt of my country 


of longer continuance. 
It was abſerved, Sir, in the beginning of the debate, by a gen- 


tleman eminently ſkilled in mercantile affairs, that inſurance un 


practiſed by many nations; but he did not inform us of What one of 


the clauſes makes it proper to enquire, whether they allowed the 


method of inſuring intergſt ar no intereft, and rating ſhips at an im. 


_ ginary value, This is, I Know, prohibited by the Dutch, a nation 

whoſe authority on commercial queſtions will not be diſputed, nat 
do they allow their Eaſt Indian ſhips to be inſured at all. 

The difficulty of eſtimating the value of any cargo bas been urgel 

in defence of this practice, nox is the defence wholly without weight 


becauſe the * in many EY cannot be aſcertained, L ſhall 
| howeith 
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Per when BW however, take this opportunity of obſerving, though I may ſomewhat 
and ob. digreſs from the preſent argument, how neceſſary i it is that ſome of 
dich out our exported cargoes ſhould be exactly ſpecified. | 
ve deen [ have been lately informed, Sir, that fix ſhjps laden with Brieifh 
aich per. wool, have entered at one time into a port of France; nor do 1 
» known WW now how this practice, which is juſtly complained of as pernicious 
or which to our trade, and threatening the ruin of our country, can be pre- 
rented but by a conſtant and regular particularization 5 W car- 

ſ ue thoſz go carried to France. : 
on, and I admit, Sir, that ſome cargoes which are mel cannot be 
vhenever particularly regiſtered ; ſuch is the pold with which we are daily 
/ the uſe ſupplied by our commerce with the Portugueſe in oppoſition to 
erve the their laws, and which our merchants are therefore under the neceſ- 
by a las ſity of concealing. 46 In 
not dil. It is not indeed eaſy to foreſee all the inconveniences that may 

| ariſe from new regulations of commerce, but the difficulty is not ſo 
r, for the great as has been repreſented, nor can I conceive why all our con- 
e that i {vltations on trade ſhould be without effect. Gentlemen may ob- 


ents aul tain ſome knowledge of commerce from their own. obſervation, 
dich they may enlarge by an unconfined and indifferent conver- 

erelt, a nion with traders of various claſſes, and by enquiries into the dif- 

count ferent branches of commerce; enquiries, Sir, which are generally 


give no 
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neglected by thoſe whoſe employments confine their attention to 


particular parts of commerce, or whoſe application to buſineſs hin- 
ders them from attending to any opinions but thoſe which their own - 
perſonal experience enables them to form. 


From theſe informations impartially collected, and diligent! y com- 


pared, a man not engaged in the profeſſion of a merchant may form 
general principles, and draw conſequences more certain, and more 
extenſive in their relations, than thoſe which are ſtruck out only 
from the obſervation of one ſubdivided ſpecies of commerce. 


A member of this houſe, Sir, thus enlightened by enquiry, and 


whoſe judgment is not diverted from its natural rectitude by the im- 
pulſe of any private conſideration, may judge of any commercia 
debate with leſs danger of error or partiality than the merchants, ' 
of whom nevertheleſs I have the higheſt eſteem, and whole know= 
ledge or probity I do not intend to depreciate, when I declare my 
fears that they may ſometimes confound general maxims of trade 
with the opinions of particular branches, and ſometimes r their 
own gain for the intereſt of the publick. 
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The intereſſ of the merchants ought indeed always to be conſidered 
in this houſe; but then it ought to be regarded only in ſubordination 
to that of the whole community, a ſubordination which the gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt ſeems to have forgotten. He may perhaps not in. 
tend long ta retain his ſenatorical character, and aherefore ae 
his opinion only as a merchant. 

He has diſtinguiſhed between the eonduct of . and un. 
ſkilful inſurers, with how much juſtice I ſhall not determine. I am 
afraid that a vigorous enquiry would diſcover, that neither age not 
youth has been able to reſiſt ſtrong temptations to ſome praQicez, 
which neither law nor juſtice can ſupport, and that thoſe, whoſe ex. 
perience has made them cautious, have not been always equally honef, 
But this is a jubje& upon which I am not inclined to dwel], and 


only mention as the reaſon which conyinces me of the propriety & 


the bill before us. 

Sir WILLIAM YoNGE ſpoke to This effet :—Sir, there appears ng 
probability that the different opinions which have been formed of this 
bill will be reconciled by this debate; nor indeed is s there any reaſon 
for wondering at this contrariety of ſentiments. 

The ſeveral clauſes of the bill have relations and conſequences ſo 


different, that ſcarce any one man can approve them all ; and in our 


preſent deliberation an objection to a JO clauſe is conſidered 
as an argument aginſt the whole bill. 

It is therefore neceſſary, to prevent an unprofitable expence of time, 
to reſolve the houſe into a committee, in which the bill may be con- 
ſidered by ſingle clauſes, and that part which cannot be defended may 
be rejected, and that only retained which deſerves our approbation, 
In the committee, when we have conſidered the firſt clauſe, and 
heard the objections againſt it, we may mend it; or, if it cannot be 


' amended, reje& or popſtone it, and ſo proceed though the whole 
bill with much greater expedition, and at the ſame time with a more 
diligent view of every clauſe, than while we are obliged to take 


the whole at once into our conſideration. + 
I ſhall for my part approve ſome clauſes, and make objections to 


others; but think it proper to reſerve my objections, and the reaſons 


of my approbation, for wa committee into WORD we ought to go 6 on 


this Hebt. 


| The 11 1 wifeered to 2 committee, but nat forty members 
ſtaying in the houſe, it was dropped. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


March 2, #5 25 | 
DEBATE oN THE BILL rox THE ENCOURAGEMENT AND © 
ENCREASE OF SEAMEN, 


The bill was ordered is be read the ev time, cn to be ad ' for the 
uſe of the en that it arte ve ME exami ned and under 


food. 
On the 44th day the ſecond reading of the bill was pofiponed fo the 3040 3 


but the grand motion n debated on that day, nothing elſe was. 
heard. 55 | 

On the 51/4 it was again put off; FI 

On the 561th day, being read a ſecond time, it was, after ſome oppoſiti tion, 


referred to a committee of the whole Say to fit froe ee after. In 
the mean while, | 


On the 57 tb it Was, ordered that the proper officers do lay before e this 
bouſe an account of what perſons were authorized by virtue of the act 
in the 4th of queen Anne, for © the encouragement and encreaſe of 
ſeamen, and for the better and ſpeedier manning her fleet,” to conduct 
ſeamen or ſeafaring men taken upon privy ſearches made by applica- 
tions to juſtices, and what number of ſeamen or PO "g men were 
returned, alſo the charge attending the fame. 


On the 61/2 day, moved that the ſaid account ſhould be read ; 3 


being done, the houſe reſolved itſelf into a grand committee on the pre- 
fent bill; and the firſt clauſe being read, propoſing the blanks to 
be filled thus, that every voluntier ſeaman, after five years ſervice, 


be entitled to [ix ood per Ms during life, 


SIR Jenx BARNARD al and "FA as ine :—Sir, as it is 


dur duty to provide laws, by which all frauds and oppteſſions may 


le puniſhed, when they are detected, we are no leſs obliged to 


Oviate ſuch practices as ſhall make puniſhments neceſſary; nor are 
ve only to facilitate the detection, but take away, as far as it is 
pſible, the opportunities of guilt. It is to no purpoſe that puniſh- 
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ments are threatened, if they can be evaded, or that rewardh an 
offered, if they may by any mean artifices be withheld. 
For this reaſon, Sir, 1 think it neceſſary to obſerve, that the in. 


tent of this clauſe, the moſt favourable and alluring clauſe in the | have wit 

- bill, may loſe its effect by a practice not uncommon, by which any WWW: med m 
man, however inclined to ſerve his countrys: may be efrnudel oo the ſe: 
the right of a voluntier. X ö eu days b 
Many men have voluntarily applied to the officers of hips of war, , thoſe ge 

and after having been rejected by them as unfit for the ſervice, have WM. ce of his 
been dragged on board within a few days, perhaps within a fey from frul 
hours afterwards, to e all the hardſhips, without the merit of of the rep! 
voluntiers. will be ma 
When any man, Sir, has bln rejected by the ſea-officers, he ought Admiral 

to have a certificate given him which ſhall be an exemption from an ¶ ben frequ 
impreſs, that if any other commander ſhall judge more favourably heir lives 
of his qualifications, he may always have the privilege of a voluntier, Wave no ce 
and be entitled to the , wich he — by his readineſs to Ny ſhoul 
enter the ſervice. out adyant 


If ſuch proviſions are not ada: this hateful hs a practice, 
Sir, common and notorieus, and very diſcouraging to ſuch as would 
enter the ſervice of the publick, may ſo far prevail, that no man 
| ſhall be able to denominate himfelf a Wie, or claim the reward 
propoſed by the bill. 

Admiral WAGER ſpoke next to the following effect: Sir, it i 
not common for men to receive injuries without applying for redreſs, deny, bec 
when ĩt may certainly be obtained. If any proceedings like thoſe N ues requ 
which are now complained of, had been mentioned at the board of quence be 
admiralty, they had been ths cenſured and redreſſed; but WMmiin in 
as no ſuch accuſations were offered, [ think it may probably be con- BW::fons to 


fited, nc 
the officer: 
further en 

Sir Jon 
i is in val 
ne founde 


cluded, that no ſuch crimes have been committed. | for ſurely 
For what purpoſe oppreſſions of this kind ſhould be vrafiſed, i it is ally beca 
not eaſy to conceive; for the officers are not at all rewarded for im- det 2s 


preſſing ſailors. As therefore it is not probable that any man acts fected, i 
wickedly or cruelly without temptation : as I have never heard any be ſuppreſ 
ſuch injury complained of by thoſe that ſuffered it, I cannot but er that: 
imagine, that it is one of thoſe reports, which ariſe from miſtake, of he office 
are forged by malice, to injure the officers, and obſtruct the ſervice, thoſe fron 


Lord BALTIMORE"roſe next, and ſpoke to the following effect: ¶ ace ſuch 
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catever may be the temptation to it, ſuch as every day produces 
tine inſt2nces of, I have reaſons for aſſerting with great confidence. 


| have within theſe few days, as I was accidentally upon the river, 


-omed myſelf of two watermen ignominiouſly dragged by force 


ino the ſervice to which they had voluntarily offered themſelves a. 
ey days before. The reaſons of ſuch oppreſſion, it is the buſineſs. 


io thoſe gentlemen to enquire, whom his majeſty entruſts with the 


are of his fleet; but to interrupt the courſe of wickedneſs, to hinder _ 


tom fruſtrating the rewards offered by the publick, is the province 


of the repreſentatives of the people. And I hope, Sir, ſome proviſo 


will be made in this caſe, 
Admiral No RRISs roſe and ſaid Sir, if any ſuch praQices had 


hen frequent, to what can it be imputed, that thofe who employ 
their lives in maritime buſineſs ſhould be ſtrangers to them? Why 


hye no complaints been made by thoſe that have been injured ? Or 


yby ſhould officers expoſe themſelves to the hazard of cenſure, with- 


out advantage ? I cannot diſcover why theſe hardſhips ſhould be in- 
lied, nor how they could have been concealed, and therefore think 


the officers of the navy may be cleared from the imputation, W 1 


further enquiry. | 

dir JOHN Bakvarp ſpoke again to we following purpoſe :—Sir, 
tis in vain that objections are made, if the facts upon which they 
re founded may be denied at pleaſure : nothing is more eaſy than to 
deny, becauſe proofs are not required of a negative. But as nega- 


lives require no proof, ſo they have no authority, nor can any conſe- 
quence be deduced from them. 1 might therefore ſuffer the facts to 


rmain in their preſent ſtate, aſſerted on one fide by thoſe that have 


reaſons to believe them, and doubted on the other without reaſons - 


fr ſurely he cannot be ſaid to reaſon, who queſtions an aſſertion 
nly becauſe he does not know it to be true. | 
But as every queſtion by which the liberty of a Briton may be 


ited, is of importance ſufficient to require that no evidence ſhould _ 


te ſuppreſſed by which it may be cleared, I cannot but think it pro- 
her that a committee ſnould be formed to examine the conduct of 
te officers in this particular; and in confidence of the veracity of 
boſe from whom I received my information, I here promiſe to pro- 
luce ſuch evidence as ſhall put an end to controverſy and doubt. 
if this is not granted, Sir, the fact muſt ſtand recorded and 
Q 4 ets allowed 5 


That the practice now complained of, Sir, is very frequent, and, 
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| miſe of it to engage in the ſervice, while thoſe who entered into it 
without a recompence. Where merit is equal, the reward ought to 


poſed by the ſenate, as an encouragement to brayery, ought not to 


allowed ; for to doubt, and refuſe evidence, is a degree of Prejudice 
and obſtinacy without example. Nor is this the only objection tothe 
clauſe before us, which appears very imperfect with regard to the 


qualifications ſpecified as a title to the reward. The reward ought 
not to be confined to thoſe who ſhall hereafter be invited by the pro. 


without any ſuch proſpect, are condemned to dangers and fatigues 
be equal; and ſurely where there is greater merit, the reward pro. 


be leſs, To be excluded from the advantages which others have ob- 
tained only by avoiding the ſervice, cannot but depreſs the ſpirit of 
thoſe whoſe zeal and courage incited them at the beginning of the 
war to enter into the fleet; and to deje& thoſe from whom we expect 
defence and honour, is neither prudent nor juſt. 

Nor is i;, in my opinion, proper to offer the ſame reward indi- 
criminately to all that ſhall accept it; rewards ought to be propor- 


tioned to deſert, and no man can juſtly be paid for what he cannot 
perform; there ought therefore to be ſome diſtinction made between 
a ſeaman by profeſſion, one that has learned his art at the expence of 
long experience, labour, and hazard, and a man who only enters the 
ſhip becauſe he is uſeleſs on land, and who can only incommode the 
ſailors till he has been inſtructed by them. 2 61.5 
| It appears, Sir, to me a conſiderable defect in our novel regula- 
tions, that wages are not proportioned to ability; and I think it 
may not be now unſeaſonably propoſed, that ſailors ſnould be paid 
according to the ſkill which they have acquired ; a proviſion by which 


an emulation would be raiſed among them, and that induſtry excited, 


which now languiſhes for want of encouragement, and thoſe capa- 
cities awakened which now ſlumber in ignorance and ſloth, from 


the deſpair of obtaining any advantage by ſuperiority of knowledge. 


Sir RoBERT WALPOLE then roſe, and ſpoke as follows:---That 
this charge, Sir, however poſitively urged, is generally unjuſt, the 
declarations of theſe hon, gentlemen are ſufficient to evince, fince it 
is not probable that the injured perſons would not have found ſome 
friend to have repreſented theſe hardſhips to the admiralty, and no 
ſuch repreſentations could have been made without their knowledge. 

Yet, Sir, I am far from doubting that by accident, or perhaps by 
malice, ſome men have been treated in this manner; for it # ey 
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ejudice the power of any adminiſtration to make all thoſe honeſt or wiſe ' 
tothe whom they are obliged to employ ; and when great affairs are depend- F 
to the minute circumſtances cannot always be attended to. If the 


ing, 
ought jigilance of thoſe who are intruſted with the chief direction of great 


C pro- numbers of ſubordinate officers be ſuch, that corrupt practices are not 
into it . frequent, and their juſtice ſuch, that they are never unpuniſhed when 


itigues legally detected, the moſt ſtrict enquirer can expect no more. 
ght to power wil! ſometimes ve Ward, and puniſhment. ſometimes be 
d pro- clcaped. | | | 

not to It is, Sir, eaſy to be abe that a report may become general 
ve oh. though the practice be very rare. The fact is multiplied as often as 
Irit of it is related, and every man who hears the ſame ſtory twice, imagines 5 


of the that it is told of different perſons, and exclaims againſt the tyranny” 
xpedt of the officers of the navy. 5 
But theſe, in my opinion, Sir, are queſtions, if not remote from 
indil. the preſent affair, yet by no means eſſential to it. The queſtion now ' 
opor. WM before us is, not what illegalities have been committed in the execu- | 
annot ton of impreſſes, but how impreſſes themſelves may become leſs ne- 
tween eſſary ? how the nation may be ſecured without injury to indviduals? 
ice of nud how the fleet may be manned with leſs detriment to commerce? 
rs the Sir, the reward now propoſed is intended to excite men to enter the 
de the WW fervice without compulſion ; and if this expedient be not approved, 
another ought to be ſuggeſted: For I hope gentlemen are united in 
gula- their endeavours to find out ſome method of ſecurity to the publick, 
nk it and do not obſtruct the proceedings of the committee, that when the 
paid fleets lie inactive and uſeleſs, they may have an n to re- 
vhich . proach the miniſtry, 


ited, Admiral NorR1s ſpoke next, in ſubſtance : Sw, though it is not 
apa - neceſſary to enter into an accurate examination of the gentleman's 
from propoſal, yet I cannot but obſerve, that by making it he diſcovers 
Joe, himſelf unacquainted with the diſpoſition of ſeamen, among whom 


T hat nothing raiſes ſo much diſcontent as the ſuſpicion of partiality. Should 


the one man, 'in the ſame rank, receive larger wages than another, he 
ce it vho thought himſelf injured, as he who is paid leſs will always think, 
ſome would be ſo far from exerting his abilities to attain an equality with 
d no his aſſociate, that he would probably never be prevailed on to lay his 
dge. hand upon the tackling, but would ſit ſullen, or work perverſely, 
s by though the ſhip were labouring in a ſtorm, or ſinking in a battle. 


Ft in 


Mr. Gor then ſpoke as follows: Sir, the danger of introducing 
the | 


diſtinctions 


q diſtinQions among men in the ſame rank, where every man the 


tze injury, is doubtleſs ſuch as no n eee, will venture 


either enraged or diſpirited, will either reſolve to deſert bis com- 


leſs than the reſt; a parſimony which coſt dear in the day of battle; 
ſor the diſguſted troops laid down their arms — the Ny and 
ſuffered their general to be cut in pieces. EE 


ceux with the honourable gentleman in his opinion, that thoſe who are 
| already engaged in the ſervice, who have borne the fatigues of a long 


— 
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imagines his merit neglected may have an opportunity of reſentin 
to incur. 5 

_ Every. man in this * beromes the judge of his own merit; a 
as he will always diſcover ſome reaſon for the preference of another 
very different from ſuperiority of deſert, he will, by conſequence, be 
mander, or betray him to the enemies, or not oppoſe them. 


| remember, Sir, though imperfeRly, a ftory whieh J heard in 
my travels, of an army in which ſome troops received a penny a day 


General W ape then ſpoke to this effect Sit; Le: cannot but con- 


voyage, and perhaps are at this hour expoſing their lives in battle to 


_ defend the rights of their country, ought to have the ſame claim to 


the reward propoſed with thoſe who ſhall hereafter offer themſelves, 
Nor in my opinion ought thoſe who have hitherto been preſſed into 


dur fleets to be: diſcouraged from their duty by an excluſion from the 


fame advantage. For if they were compelled to ſerve in the fleet, 
they were compelled when there was not” this encouragement for 


voluntiers which, perhaps, they would have accepted” if it hag 


been then propoſed. Every man at leaſt will allege, that he would 
have accepted it, and complain he ſuffers only by the fault of the go- 


vernment; a government which he will not be very zealous to de- 


fend, while he is confidered with lefs regard than others from JO 
no res ſervices are expected. 


A proſpect of new rewards, Sir, will add new As to all 


the forces, and an equal diſtribution of favour will ſecure an un- 
ſhaken and inviolable fidelity. Nothing but union can produce ſuc- 
ceſs, and nothing can ſecure union but impartiality and juſtice. 


Mr. Savpys rofe, and ſpoke as follows: Sir, the efficacy of 
rewards, and the neceſſity of an impartial diſtribution, are no un- 


fruitful ſubjects for rhetoric ; but it may perhaps be more uſeful 
at preient io conſider, with ſuch a degree of attention as the queſtion 
| ths ry IVEY muſt 
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muſt be acknowledged to deſerve, to whom theſe. rewards are to : | 


je.paid, and from what fund they are expected to ariſe. 


With regard to thoſe who are to claim the reward, Sir, Fo | 


ſem very negligently ſpecified; for they are diſtinguiſned only by 
the character of having ſerved ſive . z 2 diſtinction BS 


yithout explanation. 
It is, 1 ſuppoſe, Sir, the an he, bill; W e n we 


the reward but by his own fault, and therefore it may be enquired, 


what is to be the fate of him who ſhall be diſabled in his firſt ad- 


reature, whom in the firſt year or month of his ſervice, an un- 
ns ſhot ſhall confine. for the remaining part of his life to inacti- 


as the bill is now formed, he muſt be miſerable without a re- 


HRP ; and his wounds, which make him unable to ſupport. 
himſelf, will, though received. in- defence of his W entitle 


tim to no ſupport from the publick. 


Nor is this the only difficulty that may ariſe from hy ſpecifying or | 
ſo long a ſervice ; for how can any man that ſhall enter on board the 


feet be informed that the war will continue for five years? May we 


not all juſtly hope that alacrity, unanimity, and prudence, may in 


z much ſhorter time reduce our enemies to beg for peace? And ſhall 


cur failors loſe the reward of their hazards and their labours, only 
becauſe they have been ſucceſsful ? What will this be leſs than ma- 


king their brayery a crime or folly, and puniſhing them for not ww : 
tacting the war by cowardice or treachery :? 


But let us ſuppoſe, Sir, thoſe defects ſupplied by a more oli 


2nd determinate ſpecification, there will yet ariſe an objection far 
more formidable; an objection which the preſent ſtate of our revenues 
vill not ſuffer to be anſwered. The conſideration of the-greatneſs - 
of the annual payment which this propoſal requires, ought to incite. 


every man to employ all his ſagacity in ſearch of ſome other method 


equally efficacious and leſs expenſive. 
We have already, Sir, forty thouſand ſeamen in our pay, to whom 


tight thouſand more are ſpeedily to be added: when each of theſe 


ſhall demand his ſtipend, a new burthen of two hundred and eighty 
eght thouſand pounds muſt be laid upon the nation; upon a nation, 
whoſe lands are mortgaged, whoſe revenues are anticipated, and whoſe 
taxes cannot be borne without murmurs, norencreaſed without ſedition. 

The nation has found by experience, that taxes once impoſed for 


jul reaſons, and contigs upon plauſible pretences, till they are be- 


come 
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come familiar, are afterwards continued upon motives leſs laudable, 
are too productive of influence, and too inſtrumental towards fc;. 
litating the meaſures of the miniſtry, to be ever willingly remitteg, 
Mr. BL aDdeN ſpoke next, as follows: Sir, it is obvious that when the 
balance is unequal, it may be reduced to an equilibrium, as wel! 
taking weight out of one ſcale, as adding it to the-other, The Wapes 


offered by the merchants overbalance at preſent thoſe which ae 


propoſed by the crown; to raiſe the allowance in the ſhips of war, 


will be to lay new loads upon the publick, and will incommode the 


merchants, whoſe wages muſt always bear the ſame proportion to 


tze king's. The only method then that remains, is to lighten 


the oppofite ſcale, by reſtraining the merchants from giving wages 
in time of war beyond a certain value; for as the ſervice of the 
crown is then more immediately neceſſary to the general advantage, 


than that of the merchants, it ought to be made more gainful. Sai. 


lors, Sir, are not generally men of very extenſive views; and there. 


fore we cannot expect that they ſhould prefer the general good of 


their country before their own preſent intereſt, a motive of ſuch 
power, that even in men of curious reſearches, refined ſentiments, 
and generous education, we ſee too often what it ſurmounts eyery 
other confideration. 

Lord BALTIMORE then ſpoke! again Sir, to the expedient which 
the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt has ſuggeſted, and which 
he muſt be confeſſed to have placed in the ſtrongeſt light, many ob- 
jections may be raiſed, which I am afraid will not eaſily be removed. 

The firſt, Sir, which occurs to me on this ſhort reflection is not 


leſs than the impoſſibility of putting his ſcheme in execution. The 
preſcription of wages which he propoſes, may be eluded by a thou- 
ſand artifices, by advanced money, by gratuitous acknowledgmients, 
the payment of money for pretended ſervices, or by ſecret contrads, 


which it will be the intereſt of both parties to conceal. . 
But if this objection could be ſurmounted by erte wh wid vigilance, 
would not this expedient help to defeat the general intention of the 


bill ? A bill not defigned as an immediate reſource, a mere tempo- 
| rary project to ſupply our fleets for the preſent year, but as a method 


for removing the only obſtruction of the Britiſh power, the difficulty 
of manning our ſhips of war. | . 
It is, IJ hope, Sir, the intention of every man 1 who has offered his 


ſentiments on this occaſion, to contriye ſome general encouragement 
. for 
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or ſeamen, which ſhall not only invite them to aſſiſt their country - 
i; the firſt ſummons, but ſhall allure-others to qualify themſelves for 
the publick ſervice, by engaging in the ſame profeſſion, | 

This is only to be done hy making the condition of ſailors lefs 
miſerable, by entitling them to privileges and honouring them with _ 
Altinctions. But by limiting the merchants wages, if ſuch limita- 
tions are indeed poſſible, though we may palliate the preſent diſtreſs, 
we ſhall diminiſh the number of ſailors, and thereby not . con- 
act our commerce but endanger our country. 

Mr. TRACEY ſpoke next to the following effect: — Sir, I know 
not for what reaſons the preſent method of advancing rewards at en- 
tance is practiſed, of which, however ſpecious it might appear, 
the ſucceſs by no means encourages the continuance. The ſailors, 
though not a generation of men much diſpoſed to reflection, or qua- 
lifed for ratiocination, are not yet ſo void of thought as not eaſily 
to perceive that a ſmall encreaſe of conſtant wages is of more value 
than ſeveral pounds to be paid only at once, and which are {quandered © 
23 ſoon as they are received, | | 

Inſtead therefore of reſtraining the wages of the . it 
ems probable that by raiſing thoſe of the king, we may man the 
feet with moſt expedition; and one method of raiſing the wages 
will be to ſuppreſs the advanced money. | . 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL ſpoke next :—Sir, if the For ot 
money now paid by way of advance can be ſuppoſed to have any 
effect, if it can be imagined that any number of ſeamen, however 
inconſiderable, are allured by it into the fleet, it is more uſefully. em- 
ployed than it can be ſuppoſed to be when ſunk into the current 
wages, and divided into ſmall payments. 

The advance money is only. paid to thoſe that enter : : if no volun- 
tiers preſent themſelves, no money is paid, and the nation doth not 
ſufer by the offer: but if the wages are raiſed, the exp2nce will be 
certain, without the certainty. of advantage; for thoſe that enter vo- 
luntarily into the fleet, will receive no more than thoſe that are 
forced into it by an impreſs; and therefore there will be no incite- 
ment to enter without compulſion. Thus every other i inconvenience 
vill remain, with the addition of a new burthen to the nation; our 
forces will be maintained at a * nn and not raiſed with 
leſs difficulty. 


Lord reed ſaid ;—Sirg I cannot but concur in opinion 
with 
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with the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, from my own ac. 
quaintance with the ſentiments and habits that unalterably preval 
among thoſe who have been accuſtomed to the ſea, a race of men to 
the laſt degree negligent of any future events, and careleſs about any 
proviſion againſt diſtant evils; men who have no thoughts at ſea, 
but how to reach the land, nor at land, but how to ſquander what 
they have gained at ſea. To men like theſe, it may eaſily be i imagined 
that no encouragement is equal to the temptation of preſent bin, 
and the opportunity of preſent pleaſure. 

Of this any man, Sir, may convince himſelf, who ſhall talk to z 
crew but half an hour; for he ſhall find few among them, who wil 
not, for a ſmall ſum of preſent . ſell __ diſtant proſpec of 
affluence or happinefs. ü 

Whether I am miſtaken in my W the honourable memben 
who have long commanded in the naval ſervice, can eaſily determine, 
and I doubt not but they will agree, that no motive can * Propoſe 
to a ſailor equivalent to immediate reward, 

Sir WILLIAM YONGE ſpoke next: —Sir, that ſome diſtinction 
ought to be made to the advantage of voluntiers, if we intend to man 
our fleet without compulſion, is obvious and inconteſtable; and to 
avoid the neceſſity of compulſion ought to be the chief end of thi 
bill; for nothing can be leſs to the advantage of the nation, than to 
continue the uſe of ſuch ungrateful n 1 yet increaſe the 


publick expence. 
We ought therefore, in my We to determine upon ſome 


peculiar reward, either to be advanced upon their entrance into the 


ſervice, or paid at their diſmiſſion from it. 


But as I fee, Sir, no reaſon for hoping that all the encouragement 
will raiſe voluntiers in a ſufficient number to 
ſecure our navigation, and aſſert our ſovereignty, it ſeems not proper 


which can be offered, 


to confine our conſultations to this part of the bill ; for ſince compul- 


fion is on many occaſions apparently neceſſary, ſome method gn 


to be conſidered, in which it may be legal. 
What new power ought to be placed in the magiſtrate, for whit 


time, and with what reſtrictions, I am far from aſſuming the pro 
vince of determining; but that ſome meaſures muſt be taken fot 
compelling thoſe who cannot be perſuaded, and diſcovering thoſe 


that will not offer themſelves, cannot admit of doubt; and as the ma- 


_ ts at * without any authority for this purpoſe, it is evi- 


dent 


4.1740. 
ent that 


piven in 5 
munity. 
Sir Jo 
the intent 
the other 
and 1ncre; 
oppreſſion 
The inter 
of debate, 
If am 
ate affal, 
of domei 
ſubjected 
or dreads 
that by 1 
condition 
Engliſhma 
It is t 
power, f 
ſtitution, 
and whic 
Such a 
ſhall alw: 
abſolute 
ciſed, an 
fads ben 
The b 
be given 
up an ad 
areemer 
Mr. V 
annual ſ⸗ 
and dang 
and ariſe 


neceſſit y 


hard to 
Notbi 
tac the 


R. 2 
Wn ac. 
prevail 
men to 
ut any 
at ſea, 
© what 
agined 
t gain, 


kn 


pect of 


embers 
rmine, 


opoſed 


nRion 
to man 
and to 
of thi 


han to 
aſe the 


| ſome 
to the 


rement 


— 
ber to 


proper 
"mpul- 
2quires 


r what 


e pro- 
en for 
ö thoſe 
1e ma- 
is evi- 

dent 


4-1. 1 „ * * . 239 
ent that his power muſt be extended, for the ſame reaſon as it was . 
piven in its main e the ode benefit of the ne com- 
nunit 7. | 
Sir JOHN 8 then ſpoke to the nbetage ee Sb, i 
the jatent of this bill be to enable one part of the nation to enſlave 
the other; if the plauſible and inviting profeſſions of encouraging . 
and increaſing ſeamen, are to terminate in violence, conſtraint, and 
oppreſſion 3 it is unneceſſary to dwell longer upon particular clauſes. 
The intention of the bill is deteſtable, and deſerves not ws: een 
of debate, or the forms of common regard. | 

If a man, Sir, is liable to be forced from the care of his own pri- 
jate affairs, from his favourite ſchemes of life, from the engagements 
of domeſtic tenderneſs, or the proſpects of near advantage, ant 
ſubjected without his conſent to the command of one whom he hates, 
or dreads, or perhaps deſpiſes, it requires no long argument to ſhew, 
that by whatever authority he is thus treated, he is reduced to the 
condition of a llave, to that abject, to that hateful ſtate, which every 
lagliſbman has been taught to avoid at the hazard of his 1 | 

It is therefore evident, that a law which tends to confer ſuch a 
power, ſubverts our conſtitution as far as its effects extend; a con- 
fitution, which was originally formed as a barrier againſt ſlavery, 
and which one age after another has endeavoured to ſtrepgthen. 

Such a power, therefore, in whatever hands it may be lodged, I 
ſhall always oppoſe. It is dangerous, Sir, to intruſt any man with 
abſolute dominion, which is ſeldom known to be impartially exer- 
cid, and which often makes thoſe corrupt and Ny Ware - 
lads benevolent and honeſt, (PLL 5015 OS | 

The bill propoſes only encouragement, and encouragement may 
be given by his majeſty, without a new law; let us therefore draw 
up an addreſs, and ceaſe to debate, where there is no Mtn _ / 
agreement, 

Mr, Wenne SR as follows en, the payment * an 
annual ſalary will, in my opinion, be to the laſt degree inconvenient = 
and dangerous. The yearly expence has been already eſtimated, 
and ariſes to a ſum very formidable in our preſent ſtate, Nor is the 


neceſſity of: adding to the public burthen, a burthen which 1 | 


hard to be borne, the only objection to this propoſal. 
Notbing can more contribute to diſpitit the nation, than to pro- 

0 the conſequences of a war, and & to make the calamity felt, 
, | when 


— 
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when the pleaſures of victory and triumph have been forgotten; vt 
ſhall be inclined rather to bear oppreſſion and inſult than endeavour 
after redreſs, if we ſubject ourſelves _ our poſterity to endlek 
exactions. | 
* 7 he expences of the preſent proviſion for ſyperannuated and dif. 
abled ſailors, is no inconſiderable tax upon the public, which is not 
leſs burthened by it for the manner of collecting it by a deduQion 
from the ſailors wages; for whoever pays it immediately, it is the 


ultimate gift of the nation, and the utmoſt that can be allowed fat 


this purpoſe. 
It muſt be confeſſed, Sir, the 1 ed to the penſion are 


| not ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed in the bill ; by which, as it now ſtands, 


any. of the worthleſs ſuperfluities of a ſhip, even the ſervants of the 
captains, may, after five years, put in their demand, and plunder 
that nation which they never ſerved. 

Nor do I think, Sir, the efficacy of this method will bear any pro- 
portion to the expence of it; for I am of opinion, that few of the 


_ failors will be much affected by the proſpect of a future penſion. 1 
am therefore for dazzling them with five pounds to be given them at 
their entrance, which will be but a ſingle payment, and probably fl 

our fleets with greater expedition, than methods which appear more 
refined, and the effects of deeper meditation. 


Lord Gace ſpoke in the following manner :—Sir, nothing is 


more clear than that an. yearly penſion will burthen/the nation, with- 


out any advantage; and as it will give occaſion to innumerable 
frauds,” it is a method which ought to be rejected. 

As to the new power, Sir, which is propoſed to be placed in the 
hands of the magiſtrates, it undoubtedly reduces every ſailor to a 
ſlate of ſlavery, and is inconſiſtent with that natural right to liberty, 
which is confirmed and ſecured by our conſtitution. The bill there- 
fore is, in my opinion, defective in all its parts, of a tendency gene- 
rally pernicious, and cannot be amended but by rejeQing it. 

Mr. HENRY PELHAM ſpoke next, to this effect :—Sir, I cannot 
but think it neceſſary, that on this occaſion at leaſt gentlemen 
ſhould remit the ardour of diſputation, and lay the arts of rhetoric 
aſide, that they ſhould reſerve their wit and their ſatire for queſtions 


of leſs importance, and unite, for once, their endeavours, that this. 


affair may meet with no obſtructions but from its natural dif- 


| ficulty, 
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frſt rank in power, yet by no means contemptible in itſelf; and, 
y its alliances, extremely formidable. We are expoſed, by the 
courſe of our trade, and the ſituation of our enemies, to many in- 
gitable loſſes, and have no means of preventing our merchants from 
being ſeized, without any danger or expence to the Spaniards, but 
y covering the ſea with our ſquadrons. 

Nor are we, Sir, to ſatisfy ourſelves with barely defeating the de» 


them to peace upon advantageous terms ; that we ſhould not repulſe, 
but attack them ; not only gh: our own trade and poſſcfions, 
but endanger theirs. | 


deſigns we ſhall not be interrupted by the intereſt or jcalouſy of a 
nation far more powerful, whoſe forces we ought therefore to be able 


to reſiſt. 


A vigorous exertion of our ſtrength will zrodably either intimidate 25 


any other power that may be inclined to attack us, or enable us to repel 

the injuries that ſhall be offered: diſcord and delay can only confirm 
our open enemies in their obſtinacy, and animate thoſe that ark 

hitherto concealed their malignity to declare againſt us. 


It is therefore, Sir, in no degree prudent to aggravate the inconve- 


niencies of the meaſures propoſed for accompliſhing what every 
man ſeems equally to deſire; to declaim againſt the expedients 
offered in the bill as pernicious, unjuſt, and oppreſſive, contributes 
rery little to the production of better means. That our affairs will 
not admit of long ſuſpence, and that the preſent methods of raiſing 


ſeamen are not effectual, is univerſally allowed; it therefore evi- 


dently follows, Sir, that ſome other muſt be ſpeedily {truck out. 

| think it neceſſary to propoſe, that the houſe be reſolved into a 
committee to-morrow morning ; and hope all that ſhall aſſemble on 
this occaſion, will bring with them no other paſſion than zeal for 
their country, 


[The ſpeaker having taken the chair, the chairman of the com- 
mittee reported, that they had made ſome progreſs ; and de» 
firing leave to fit again, it was s reſolved to go into the com- 
mittee again on the morrow. ] 
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We are now, Sir, engaged in a war with a nation, if not of the _ 


fons of the Spaniards ; our honour demands that we ſhould force 


- 


It is by no means certain, Sir, that in the ee of theſe 
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On the 624 day the affair was put off; bat on ii q 3d, th: bo 5 
ſelving itſelf into a committee, a clauſe was offered, by which for 


pounds were propoſed to be advanced to an able ſeaman, and thry 
pounds to every other man that ſhould enter voluntarily inta his na. 
Jefly's ſervice, after 20 days, and within 60. 


After which, Mr, anno ron ſpoke as Gallows :—Sir, this iz 
' a clauſe in which no oppoſition can be apprehended, as thoſe gentle. 
men who declared their diſapprobation of the former, were- almoſt 
unanimous in propoſing | this expedient, 3 as the leaſt oxponlive, and 
the moſt likely to ſucceed, | 
The time for the reception of voluntiers upon this condition, is, 
Sir, in my opinion, judiciquſly determined. If it was extended to a 
greater length, or left uncertain, the reward would loſe its efficacy, 
the ſailors would neglect that which they might accept at any time, 
and would only have recourſe to the ſhips of war, when hey could 
find no other employment. 


Yet I cannot conceal my apprehenſions;” that this bounty will not | 


alone be ſufficient to man our fleets with proper expedition ; and that 
as allurements may be uſeful on one hand, force will be found neceſ- 
ſary on the other; that the ſailors may not only be incited to engage 


in the ſervice by the hopes of a reward, but by the fear of having 


their negligence to accept it puniſhed, by being compelled into the 
ſame ſervice, and forfeiting their claim by ſtaying to be compelled. 
Lord BALT1MoRE then ſpoke to the following effect: Sir, tothe 
reward propoſed in 'this clauſe, I have declared in the: former con- 
ference on this bill, that I have no objeQion, and therefore have no 
amendment to propoſe, Oe with regard to the time Huiited for the 
payment. | | | 
As our need of ſeamen, Sir, is 3 why ſhould not a law 
for their encouragement immediately operate? What advantage can 


ariſe from delays? Or why is not that proper to be advanced now, 


-that will be proper in twenty days ? That all the time between the 
enaction and operation of this law muſt be loſt, is evident; for who 
will enter for two pounds, that may gain five by en him- 
ſelf from the ſervice twenty days longer? | 

Nor do I think the time now limited ſufficient ; many alors who 


are 
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i bow in the ſervice of the merchants, may not return ſoon enough 


v lay claim to the bounty, who would gladly accept it, and who | # 
pill either not ſerve the crown without it, or will ſerve with diſguſt | il 


RCH 4, 


„ complaints; as the loſs of it cannot be imputed to their back - 
: Fa "WW ;:cdncfs, but to an accident againſt which they could not provide, : 
5 os Mr. WINNING TON replied — Sir, though 1 think the time now 
IS Ms 


fxed by the bill ſufficient, as I hope that our preſent exigency will be 
but of ſhort continuarice, and that we ſhall ſoon be able to raiſe naval 

this is bees at a cheaper rate, yet as the reaſons alleged for an alteration of 
ventle. Nac time may appear to others of more weight than to me, I ſhall not 
almoſt M eppoſe the amendment. 

vir Jo BARNARD next roſe, and faid :—Sir, with . to the 
duration of the time fixed for tie advancement of this bounty, we 
on, is, ay have leiſure to deliberate; but ſurely it muſt be readily granted 
d to > y thoſe who have expatiated fo copiouſly upon the preſent exigencies 


E, 0 and 


cacy, of our affairs, that it ought immediately to commence. And if this 
time, be the general determination of the houſe, nothing can be more pro- 
could ber than to addreſs his majeſty to offer, by proclamation, an BF > BETTY 


of five pounds, inſtead of two which have been hitherto given; that 
ill not hie we are concerting other meaſures for the advantage of our 
d that country, thoſe i in ae we have already nene may be put . 
neceſ. aeecution. | : 
vez Mr. PULTENEY roſe up next, and ſpoke as follows: Sir, I take 
having dis opportunity to lay before the houſe a grievance which very much 
to the W'ttards the equipment of our fleets, and which muſt be redreſſed be- 
ed. fore any meaſures for reconciling the ſailors to the publick ſervice can 
to the de purſued with the leaſt probability of ſucceſs. | 
1 Obſervation, Sir, has informed me, that to remove the deteſtation 
ve no of the king's ſervice, it is not neceſſary to raiſe the wages of the 
whe emen; it is neceſſary only to ſecure them; it is neceſſary to deſtroy 

thoſe hateful inſets that fatten in idleneſs and debauchery upon 
1 law be gains of the induſtrious and honeſt, _ 
e can Wl When a ſailor, Sir, after the fatigues and. hazards of a long 
now, voyage, brings his ticket to the pay-office, and demands his wages, 
n the be deſpicable wretch to whom he is obliged to apply, looks upon 
- who bis ticket with an air of importance, acknowledges his right, and 
him- bemands a reward for preſent payment; with this demand, however 
txorditant, the neceſſities of his family oblige him to comply. | 

In this manner, Sir, are the wives of the ſailors alſo treated when | 
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tection of their country. This is the hardſhip which withholds the 


in other countries. This hardſhip, Sir, both juſtice and prudence 


44 DEBATE. NN [Manen 4, 


they come to receive the pay of their huſbands; 3 women, diſtreſſel, 
fiiendleſs, and unſupported ; they are obliged to endure every inſult, 
and to yield to every oppreſſion. And to ſuch a height do the 
mercileſs exaQors raiſe their extortions, that ſometimes a ig part 
of the wages is deducted. 

Thus, Sir, do the vileſt, the meaneſt of MATTY 1 thoſe 
who have the higheſt claim to the eſteem, the gratitude, and the pro 


ſailors from our navies, and forces them to ſeek for kinder treatment 


call upon us to remedy ; and while we 8 85 it, all our deliberz. 
tions will be ineffectual. | 

Mr. SoUTHWELL then ſpoke to this effec: tir of the hardſhips 
mentioned by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, I have myſelf 
known an inſtance too remarkable not to be mentioned. A ſailor; in 
Ireland, after his voyage, metwith ſo much difficulty in obtaining 
his wages, that he was at length reduced to the neceſſity of ſubniit- 
ting to the reduction of near a ſixth part, Such are the grievances 
with which thoſe are oppreſſed, upon whom the power, diate Os and 
happineſs of the nation are acknowledged to depend. 


Sir RoBgxT WALPOLE, the prime miniſter, then roſe, and ſpoke 


as follows :—Sir, it is not without ſurprize that I hear the diſguſt of 
the ſailors aſcribed to any irregularity in the payment of their wages, 
which were never in any former reign ſo punctually diſcharged, 
They receive, at preſent, twelve months pay in eighteen months, 
without deduction; ſo that there are never more than ſix months for 
which any demand remains unſatisfied. 

But, Sir, the punctuality of the payment has e of late 


great inconveniencies ; for there has been frequently a neceſſity of re- 


moving men from one ſhip to another; and it is the ſtated rule of the 
pay- office, to aſſign every man ſo removed his full pay. Theſe men, 
when the government is no longer indebted to them, take the. firſt 
opportunity of deſerting the ſervice, and engaging in buſineſs to 
which they are more inclined, 

This is not a chimerical complaint, founded upon rare inſtances, 
ind produced only to counterbalance an objection; the fact and the 
conſequences are well Known; ſo well, that near fourteen hundred 
ſailors are computed to have been loſt by this practice. 
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eat as another member, roſe here, and ſpoke to the following effect, 
tis honour being pay- maſter of the navy Mr. Chairman, the na- 
ure of the employment with which [ am entruſted makes it my 
duty to endeavour that this queſtion may be clearly underſtood, and 
be condition of the ſeamen, with regard to the reception of their Pays 
july repreſented. . | a | 
[ have not been able to diſcover that any ſailor, upon i his 
iicket, was ever obliged to ſubmit to the deduCtion of any part of his 
woes, nor ſhould any clerk or officer under my inſpection, eſcape 
for ſuch oppreſſion, the ſevereſt puniſhment and moſt publick cenſure; 
| would give him up to the law. without reſerve, and mark him as 
infamous and unworthy of any truſt or employment. | 
But there are extortions, Sir, by which thoſe unhappy men, after 
wing ſerved their country with honeſty and courage, are deprived of 
the lawful gains of diligence and labour. There are men to whom 
iis uſual amongſt the ſailors to mortgage their pay before it becomes 
due, who never advance their money but upon ſuch terms as cannot 
te mentioned without indignation, Theſe men advance the ſum 
which is Ripulaced, and by virtue of a letter of attorney are re- 
inhurſed at the pay- office. T | 
This corruption is, I fear, not confined to particular 4 5 but 
has ſpread even to America, where, as in his own country, the poor 
ſalor is ſeduced, by the temptation of preſent money, to ſell his labour 
o extortioners and uſurers. E | 
| appeal to the gentleman whether the inſtance which he mentioned 
was not of this kind. I appeal to him without apprehenſion of 
receiving an anſwer that can tend to invalidate what J have aſſerted. - 
This, Sir, is indeed a grievance pernicious and oppreſlive, which 
no endeavours of mine ſhall be deficient in attempting to remove; for 
by*this the ſailor is condemned, notwithſtanding his induſtry and 
ſucceſs, to perpetual poverty, and to labour only for the benefit of 
bis plunderer, n 
The clauſes were then read, empowerin g the juſtices of the p peace, 
&c. to iſſue warrants to the conſtables, &c, to make general 
privy ſearches, by day or night, for finding out and ſecuring. 
ſuch ſeamen and ſeafaring men as lie hid or conceal themſelves 3 
and making it lawful for the officers appointed to make ſuch 


ſearches, to force open the doors of any houſe, where they 
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hall ſpe? ſuch ſeamen to be concealed, if entrance he 5. ed upon 
readily admitted; and for puniſhing Rate who ſhall babe forfeited 
conceal any ſeaman.”) wy FILL 

Sir JOHN BARNARD upon this 1 up, and poke whe follo ſon, and 
effect: Mr. Chairman, we have been hitherto deliberatin * Let us 
queſtions, in which diverſity of opinions might naturally be — little up 
and in which every man might indulge his own opinion, whateye ready ma 
it might be, without any dangerous conſequences to the public unhappir 

But the clauſes now before us are of a different kind; clauſes — He is 
cannot be read without aſtoniſhment, and indignation, nor e ſoyage⸗ 

without betraying the liberty of the beſt, 100 braveſt, and moſt fk 2 

ful of our fellow ſubjects. . pleaſing 

If theſe clauſes, Sir, ſhould paſs into a lan; a allor and a f mo 
will become terms of the ſame ſignification. Dvery wn who . and to 
devoted himſelf to the moſt. uſeful profeſſion, and moſt ate 4 _ 
ſervice of his country, will ſee himſelf deprived of every advanta b wh: 

which he has laboured to obtain, and made the mere paſſive pro : 8 

of thoſe who live in ſecurity by his valour, and owe to his * mu 

that affluence which hardens them to. inſenſibility, and that pride _ . 

that ſwells them to ingratitude. now ret 

Why muſt the ſailors alone, Sir, be marked out from all the other - bh 
orders of men for ignominy and miſery ? Why muſt they be ranked 7 05 
with the enemies of fociety, ſtopped like yagabonds, and purſued like Wie! 
the thief and the murderer by publick officers? How or When hav e 
they forfeited the common privilege of human nature, or the general my f 

protection of the Jaws of their country? If it is a juſt maxim, Si 45 
that he who contributes moſt to the welfare of the publick, defer 435 ” 
moſt to be protected in the enjoyment of his private right or fottureʒi wy wo 
principle which ſurely will not be controverted ; where is the man w_ 
that dares ſtand forth and aſſert, that he has juſter claims than the OOTY 
brave, the honeſt, the diligent ſailor ? poly 
1 Am extremely unwilling, Sir, to engage in ſo At an an Under x 5 . 
taking as the compariſon of the harmleſs, inoffenſive, reſolute fair 5 5p 
lor, with thoſe who think themſelves entitled to treat him with con. ae 
11 his _ invade his liberty, and laugh at hi Nor 
Nor is it, Sir, neceſſary to dwell upon the peculiar merit of thi 8 
body of men 3j. it is — that they have the ſame claims, found- to a 


The 
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e ypon the ſain reaſons with our own, that they have never 
ſofleited them by any crime, and therefore, that they cannot be taken 
away without the moſt flagrant e of the Laws of nature, of rea- 
ſon, and of our country. | 

Let us conſider the preſent condition of a ſailor, let us refle8 4 S 
tle upon the calamities to which cuſtom, though not law, has als 
ready made him ſubject, and it will ſurely not 1 0 Na beth that his 
unhappineſs needs any aggravation, 

He is already expoſed to be forced, upon his return fon A cedivai 
ſoyage, into new hardſhips, without the intermiſſion of a day, and 
without the ſight of his family; he is liable, after a contract for a 

pleaſing and gainful voyage, to be hurried away from his proſpects of - 
intereſt, and condemned amidſt oppreſſion and infolence, to labour 
and to danger almoſt without the poſſibility of a recompenſe. He 
his neither the privilege of chuſing his N nor of ni, 
him when he is defrauded and oppreſſed. i 

Theſe, Sir, I ſay, are the calamities to which he is now ſubject, 
but there is now. a poſſibility of eſcaping them. He is not yet de- 
prived of the right of reſiſtance, or the power of flight; he max 
now retire to his friend, and be protected by him, he may take ſhel- 
ter in his own cottage, and treat any man as a n that 1 at- 
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che tempt to force his doors. | | EXTF-20 
my When any crews are returning home in time of war, they are ace. 
ved like 


quainted with the dangers of an impreſs, but they comfort them- 
n hav {lves with contriving rkengonls to elude it, or wich the proſpect of 


denen obtaining an exemption from it by the favour of their friends; prof- 
hb di, pects which are often deceitful, and ſtratagems frequently defeated, 
eſervey 


but which yer ſupport their ſpirits, and animate their induſtry. 
But if this bill, Sir, ſhould become a law, the ſailor, inſtead of 
amuſing himſelf on his return with the proſpects of eaſe, or of plea- 


une;1 
he man 


an te dure, will conſider his country as a place of flavery, a reſidence leſs 

| to be deſired than any other part of the world. He will probably 
_ ſeek in the ſervice of ſome foreign prince a kinder treatment, and 
te ſai? 


will not fail in any country but his « own to ſee hiehſelf at leall on a 
level with other men. N 

Nor will this bill, Sir, only give the ſeamen new reaſons of diſ- 
guſt, but it will tend likewiſe to aggravate thoſe grievances, which 
already have produced a deteſtation of the . fervice, ſcarcely 
to be conquered, | | nes 

The officers of the navy, Sir, will hardly be made leſs inſolent by 
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an increaſe of power ; they whoſe tyranny has already alienated thei 


| fellow · ſubjects from the king's ſervice, though they could * 


depend upon the character of probity and moderation for the prof. 
pect of manning their ſhips in ſucceeding expeditions, will prohahly, 


when they are animated by a Jaw like this, and made abſolute bat 


by land and ſea, indulge themſelves in the enjoyment of their ney 
authority, contrive new hardſhips and oppreſſions, and tyranniz 
without fear and without mercy. Thus, Sir, will the bill not only 
be tyrannical in itſelf, but the parent of tyranny ; it will give ſecu- 
rity to the crucl, and confidence to the arrogant. 

That any man, at leaſt any man bred from his infancy to change 
his reſidence, and accuſtomed to different climates and to foreign 
nations, will fix by choice in that country where he finds the work 
reception, is hardly. to be imagined. We ſee indeed, that men un- 
qualified to ſupport themſelves in other countries, or who have, by 
long cuſtom, contracted a fondneſs for particular methods of life, wil 


| bear very uncomfortable circumſtances, without endeayouring to 


improve their conditions by a change of their-habitations. - But the 
temper of a ſailor, acquainted with all parts, and indifferent to all, 
is of another kind, Such, Sir, is his love of change, ariſing either 
from wantonneſs or curioſity, that he is hard to be retained by the 


Ekindeſt treatment and moſt liberal rewards ; and will therefore never 


ſtruggle with his habitual diſpoſitions, only to continue in a Nate 
of ſlavery. xf | 

I think it therefore, Sir, very evident that this new bal of encou- 
raging ſailors will be ſo far from increaſing them, that it may probably 
drive them out of the empire, and at once ruin-our trade and our 


navy; at once beggar and diſarm us. 


Let me now ſuppoſe, Sir, for a moment the bill leſs pernicious in 
its conſequences, and conſider only the difficuliies of executing it, 


Every ſeafaring man is to be ſeized at pleaſure by the magiſtrate; but 
| what definition is given of a ſeafaring man? Or by what character. 


iſtic is the magiſtrate to diſtinguiſh him? I have never been able to 


diſcover any peculiarities in the form of a ſeaman that mark him out 


from the reſt of the ſpecies. There is, indeed, leſs ſervility in his 
air, and leſs effeminacy in his face, than in thoſe that are commonly 


to be ſeen in drawing rooms, in brothels, and at reviews; but 1 
8 know not that a ee can be diſtinguiſhed from any other man of 
equal induſtry or uſe, who has never enervated himſelf by vice, not 


poliſhed himſelf into corruption. So that this bill, Sir, if it ſhall 
pals 
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paſs into a law, will put it at once in the power of the magiſtrate to dic. 
poſe of ſeamen at his pleaſure, and to term whom he pleaſes a ſea- 
of 7 n 
rer em ient, Sir, has been offered on this occaſion act 
equally tyrannical, but equally inadequate to the endin view. It is pro- 
ſed to reſtrain. the merchants from giving wages beyond a certain 


rate, on the ſuppoſition that the ſailors have no motive but that of 


larger wages, 'to n the ſervice of the eg N to 11. of. the 
1 Sir, is a miſtake which might cally ariſe from a cali and 
imperfe& knowledge of the affair, with which very few gentlemen 
have opportunities of being well acquainted. The wages, Sir, are 
the ſmalleſt inducements which fix the ſeamen in their choice, The 
proſpect of kinder treatment, the certainty of returning home in a 
fixed time, and the power of chuſing what voyages they will under- 
take, cannot but be pre . very reaſonable motives of prefe- : 


. Py 


tence. . 
On the contrary, Sir, when they are once 2 in a ſhip of 
war, they know neither whither they are going, what dangers they - 
ſhall encounter, what hardſhips they ſhall I nor ETHER they thall 
de diſmiſſed —* | 
Belides, Sir, 1 do not think it polible by any law to limit the 
wages to be paid by merchants, ſince they will change the term of 
wages into that of a preſent, or admit the ſailors to a ſmall ſhare in 
the freight, and ſo all the precaution we can take rl become in- 
effectual. | „„ 
In the mean time, Sir, how much ſhall we embarraſs our own com- 
merce and impair our natural ſtrength, the power of our fleets? We 
ſhall terrify our ſailors on the one hand, and endeavour to ſtarve 
them on the other; we ſhall not only dive them from us by unheard 
of ſeverities, but take away every motive that can induce them to 
expoſe themſelves to the danger of ſuffering them, UG? 
If we conſider, Sir, with what effect methods nearly approaching 
theſe were practiſed in the reign of the late queen, we ſhall find that 
not more than 1500 ſeamen were raiſed, and thoſe at the expence of 


more than four thouſand pounds; ſo that the effects bore no pro- 


portion to the means ; our laws were infringed and our conſtitution 


violated to no 25 poſe. ; 
But 


and 
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But what reaſon, Sir, can be aſſigned for which it muſt be more ind can 
difficult to ſupply the fleet now with ſallors than at any other time} and that 
This war, Sir, was demanded by the publick voice, in purſuance of The | 
the particular remonſtranees of the merchants, and it is not to be Chairm: 
ſuppoſed that the ſailors or any other body of men . in it with of this t 
a particular reluQance. paſiona 
I am therefore inclined to believe that the ſuſpicion of great num. that the 
| Ha hid in the country, at a diſtance from the coaſt, is merely chi. ſame WI 
merical z and that if we ſhould paſs this bill, we ſhould do nothing diligent 
more than grant an oppreſſive and unconſticutional power of nnch tejected 
for what in reality is not to be found. | | Such 
Ho oppreflive this power may become. i in the vols of a corrup importa 
or inſolent magiſtrate, any man may diſcover who remembers that fluence 
the magiſtrate i is made judge without appeal, of his own right to de. It is 
nominate any, man a ſailor, and that he may break open any man's our tra 
| doors at any time, without alleging any other reaſon than his own war in « 
C ſuſpicion ; ſo that no man can ſecure his houſe from being ſearched, declara 
\ or, perhaps, his perſon from being ſeized. But it 1 
It may indeed be alleged, Sir, that this will be only a temporary nor the 
Jaw, and is to ceaſe with the exigence that made it neceſſary: but zpainſt 
j long experience has informed us, that ſevere laws are enacted more tiſe eve 
ti readily than they are repealed ; and that moſt men are too fond of The 
7 power to ſuffer willingly the diminution of it. all the 
f But, Sir, though this law ſhould not be perpetuated, every pre · diſprox 
. cedent of an infringement of our conſtitution makes way for its languit 
i diſſolutidn; and the very ceſſation of an I" law my be a Notl 
j | plea hereafter for the revival of it. tion co 
1 'T his bill, therefore, muſt be confeſſed to be at once vichas and ſo nun 
iN a ineffectual; to be a tranſgreſſion of the laws of juſtice to particular them, 
N | men, without any proſpect of real benefit to the community; and maint; 
11 therefore cannot be paſſed without deviating at once from e Th: 
4 | and our conſtitution. navies 
5 Captain CoRnwaALL then roſe, and ſpoke to this effect: — I have an ex; 
obſerved, Sir, that every man is apt to think himſelf ill treated, who it is t. 
is not treated according to his own opinion of his deſerts, and wil wheth 
endeavour to diffuſe his own notion of the partiality and tyranny cf be en 
the naval officers ; general clamours therefore are little to be regarded, WI 

I have had, from my early years, a command in the ſea ſervice, 
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ind can aſſert, that I never knew more than one inſtance of — 
10 that was puniſhed with the ſeverity which it deſerved. 

The PRIME Min1sTER roſe next, and ſpoke to this effect A1 
Chairman, it is with uncommon ſatisfaction that I ſee eyery clauſe 
of this bill regularly debated, without unbecoming i impatience, or 
rafionate exclamations. TI am willing to collect from this: conduct. 
that the diſpoſition. of every gentleman is, on this occaſion, the 
fame with my own; and that every expedient here propoſed will be 
diligently ad. aid ether be n, cen. nn 
rejected. 

Such 8 and 3 Sir, is n ! n 
importance of the preſent queſtion; ; a queſtion which cannot dut ie" 
fluence the proſperity of the nation for many years. | 

It is not neceſſary to remind any gentleman of the j importance of 
our trade, of the power of the enemy againſt whom we have declared 
war in defence of it, or of the neceſſity of ſhewing the world that our 
declarations of war are not empty noiſes, or farces of ' reſentment. 
But i it may be proper, Sir, to remark, that this is not the only enemy, 
nor the moſt powerful, whoſe attempts we have reaſon to provide 
2painſt, and who may oblige us to exert our whole powers and n. 
tiſe every expedient to increaſe our forces. 

The war has been hitherto proſecuted with the ce vigour, with 
all the attention that its importance requires, and with ſucceſs not 
diſproportioned to our preparations ; nor will it ever be ſuffered. to 
languiſh, if the powers neceſſary for carrying it on are not denied. 
Nothing is more evident, Sir, than that che natural power of the na- 
tion conſiſts in its fleets, which are now, by the care of the government, 
ſo numerous, that the united power of many nations cannot equal 
them, But what are fleets unfurniſhed with men? How will they 
maintain the dominion of the ſea, by lying unactive in our harbours? 

That no methods hitherto uſed have been ſufficient to man our 
navies, and that our preparations have therefore been little more than 
an expenſive ſhow of war, the whole nation is ſufficieatly informed; 
it is therefore not doubtful that ſome new meaſures muſt be taken; 


' whether any better can'be ſuggeſted than are offered, in this bill, muſt 


be enquired, 
With regard, Sir, to the elauſo n now under our conſideration, it is 
to de remembered, that little more is propoſed by it than to add the 


laaction of legality to a power which has long been exerciſed by the 
admiralty, 
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admiralty, without any other authority than that of lon g preſcription, 


the power of iſſuing warrants of impreſs upon emergent occaſions, 


by which ſailors are forced into the publick ſervice. 
This power, in its preſent ſtate, muſt be allowed to have no foun. 
dation in any law, and by conſequence, to be unlimited, arbitra 
and eaftly-abufed, and upon the whole, to be juſtifiable only by ne. 
ceflity': but that neceſſity is ſo frequent, that it is often exerciſed, 


++ M and therefore ought to be regulated by the legiſlature; and by mak. 


ing fuch regulations, we may * be ſaid to remove than intro- 
duce a grievance. 


The power of ſearching for failors, however it has been repre. 
ſented, is far from ſetting them on a level with felons, murderers, 


| or vagabonds ; or indeed from diſtinguiſhing them, to their diſad- 
vantage, from the reſt of the community, of which every Individual 


is obliged to ſupport the government. 

"Fhofe that poſſeſs eſtates, or carry on trades, transfer part of their 
property to the publick; and theſe ought, by parity of reaſon, to 
ſerve the publick in perſon, that have no propetty to transfer, 
Every man is ſecured by the conſtitution in the enjoyment of his life, 
his liberty, or his fortune; and therefore every man ought recipro- 
cally to defend the conſtitution to which he is himſelf indebted for 
ſafety and protection. | | 

I am therefore, Sir, unable to difcover in what conſiſts the hard- 
ſhip of a law by which no new duties are enjoined, nor any thing re- 
quired, which is not already every man's duty. Every man, indeed, 
who is defirous of evading the performance of any of the duties of 
fociety, will conſider every compulſion as a hardſhip, by which he is 
obliged to contribute to the general happineſs; but his murmurs will 
prove nothing but his own folly and ingratitude, and will certainly 


.deſerve no regard from the legiſlative power. 


There is in the bill before us, Sir, encouragement ſufficient for 
voluntiers, and an offer of greater rewards than ſome gentlemen 


think conſiſtent with the preſent ſtate of the national revenues; and 


what remains to be done with reſpect to thoſe who are deaf to all in- 
vitations, and blind to all offers of advantage? Are they to ſit at eaſe 
only becauſe they are idle, or to be diſtinguiſhed with indulgence only 
for want of deſerving it? 


It ſeems generally granted, Sir, that ſuch drones are the proper 


. 48 of an impreſs. Let us then ſuppoſe that every man who is 


- | willing 
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willing to ſerve his country; has laid hold of the reward propoled;and 
.ntered a volantier. The fleets are not yet ſufficiently manned; and 
note ſailors muſt be procured. :Warrants are iſſued out in the common” 
um. The negligent, the imprudent, the neceſſitous are taken. 
The vigilant, the cunning, and thoſe that have more money, find 


Can it be ſaid, that thoſe whoſe circumſtances, 
good fortune, enable them to ſecure themſelves from the officers 
of the impreſs, deſerve any exemption from the publick ſervice, or 
ſom the hardſhips to which their companions are expoſed ? Hare 
they diſcharged their debt of gratitude to the publick ſo effectually by 
running away from its ſervice, that no ſearch ought to be made after 
them ? It ſeems evident, that if it was right to ſeize the one, it is 
likewiſe right to purſue the other, and if it be right to purſue him, 
it is likewiſe right to hinder bim from eſcaping the purſuers. It is 
then right to veſt ſome perſons with the power of apprehending bim, 
and in whom is that power to be lodged, but in the civil magiſtrate ? 

Every man, Sir, is obliged by compulſive methods to ſerve his 
country, if he can be prevailed upon by no other. If any man ſhall 
refuſe to pay his rates or his taxes, will not his goods be ſeized by 
force, and fold before his face? If any particular methods are pro- 
poſed for obliging ſeamen to contribute to the publick ſafety, it is 
only becauſe their ſervice is neceſſary upon more preſſing occaſions 
than that of others; upon occaſions which do not admit of delay, 
without the hazard of the whole community. | | , 

} muſt confefs, Sir, there are inſtances in which the hardſhips of” 
the ſeafaring part of the nation are peculiar, and truly calamitous. 
A ſailor, after the dangers and toils of a long voyage, when he is 
now'in the ſight of the port, where he hopes to enjoy that quiet 
which he has deſerved by ſo long a ſeries of fatigues, to repair the in- 
juries which his health has ſuffered; by change of climate, and the 
diet of the ſhips, and to recover that ſtrength which inceſſant vi- 
zilance has worn away; when he is in expectation of being re- 
ceived by his family with thoſe careſſes, which the ſuccours that he 
brings them naturally produce, and defigns to reſt awhile from dan- 
ger and from care; in the midſt of theſe pleaſing views, he is on the- 
ſudden ſeized . by an impreſs, and forced into a Rl of all _ 
miſeries, without any interval of refreſhment. 

Let no man who can think without compaſſion on ſuch a ſcene 
28 this, dent his 25 for ! his regard for bravery, or his 
5 


C 
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8 * thoſe who contribute to the wealth and power of their . 
country; let every man who declares himſelf touched with the pity 
which the ſlighteſt reflection upon ſuch a diſappointment muſt ha. 
turally produce, fincerely endeavour to obviate the neceſſity of ſuch 
oppreſſive meaſures, which may at leaſt in part be prevented, by 
aſſigning to magiſtrates the power of hunting out of their retreats, 
thoſe who neglect the buſineſs of their . and linger at onee in 
lazineſs and want. 

There are great numbers who retire not tow wearinefs Way TY 
neſs, or an unreaſonable prepoſſeſſion againſt the publick ſervice; and 
furely nothing is more unreaſonable, than that bad diſpoſitions 
ould be e and that induſtry ſhould . any man to 


[Marcy . 


= the 8 Sie, . am not 1 to W that any man 
ſhould be exempted from an impreſs merely becauſe he finds means to 
eſcape it, or becauſe idleneſs or nnn to the pubiick 2 85 | 
promgts him to abſcond. 

If any men deſerve indulgence, in ee the e of the 

publick, they are rather thoſe who have already in ſome degree dif- 
charged their duty to it, by contributing to bring in that wealth 
which is the conſequence of a proſperous and well- regulated com- 
merce, and without which war cannot be ſupported. 

It is not without grief and regret, that I am obliged to repreſent on 

- this occaſion the obſtructions which the war has ſuffered ſrom thoſe 
at whoſe requeſt itwas undertaken; and to declare that the condu of 
the merchants. has afforded: proof that ſome law of this tendency is 
abſolutely neceſſary. 

The merchants, Sir, who * ſo loudly et of the decline 
of trade, the interruption of navigation, and the inſolence, rapacity, 
and cruelty. of the Spaniards; the merchants who filled the nation 
with repreſentations of their hardſhips, diſcouragements, and miſeries, 
and lamented in the moſt publick manner, that they were the only 

body for whom the legiſlature had no regard, who were abandoned 
to the captiee of other nations, were plundered abroad and neglected 
at home; the merchants, after having at length by their impor- 
tunities engaged the Nate in a war, of which they have themſelves 
certainly not the leaſt pretenſions to queſtion either the juſtice or 
neceſſity, now, when by the natural conſequences of a naval arma - 
ment, ſailors become lefs numerous, and ſhips more difficult to be 
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equipped, contra! in private with ſuch failors as they a are inclined 
he pity . employ, and conceal them in garrets hired for that purpoſe, till 
ſt nas. de freight is realy, or the danger of an impreſs is paſt, and thus 
ff ſuch reure their own private affairs at the hazard of the +publick, 
, by ind hinder the menen of a war, which — and they ”" 


Led ec. 
nee in The danger of having other enemies Sine the Sabah] enemies, 57 
a &, more active, more powerful, and more ambitious, has already 
t idle. den mentioned, a danger fo near, and fo formidable, that he will not 
<3 and be thought very ſollicitous for his country, whom the bare mention of 
tions itdoes not alarm. This danger we are therefore to obviate by vigo- 
an to rous preparations, and unanimous reſolutions ; nor do I doubt but 


both our enemies, if they find us N will PP] __ Attack= 


ing us. 
dir, the moſt efficacious method of manning our fleets, which yy 


ervice Bi cuſtorn has yet put into our hands, is that of ſuſpending our com- 


merce by an embargo, and yet the whole nation knows how much 


of the ind by what means it has been eluded : no ſooner was it known that 
e dif anembargo was laid, than the failors flew away into the country, or 
calth hid themſelves in corners of this great city, as from the moſt formi- 
com- dable danger; and no ſooner did the embargo ceaſe, than the banks 
of the river were again crowded with ſailors, and all the trading veſſels 
at on vere immediately ſupplicd. | 
thoſe As I cannot doubt, Sir, that every gentleman is equally zealoud 
& of or the ſucceſs of the war, and the proſperity of his country ; and as 
oy is the inſufficiency of the preſent methods of providing for them is ap- 
parent, I hope, that either the regulations propoſed by this bill, to 
line Bi which I ſee no important objections, or ſome other of ED uſe, will 


ity, be eſtabliſhed by a general concurrence. + 

tion Lord BALTIMORE ſpoke next :—Though no gentleman i in this aſ- 
ries, ſembly, Sir, can more ardently wiſh the ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms, or 

ly ſhall more willingly concur in any meaſure that may promote it, * 
ned lcannot agree to the clauſe now under our conſideration; I diſapprove 
cted it both from moral and political motives; I diſapprove it as . 
or- juſt nor prudent. 

Ives The injuſtice of fo flagrant an invaſion of the liberty of cur 

or nen has been already expoſed ; nor is it, in my opinion, leſs eaſy to 
na- Bi diſcover the imprudence of exhauſting all our ſupplies at once, and | 


4 ſweeping. away all our failors, to fupply a ſingle exigency. 7 
200, ; 
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| WO it is requiſite to have a number of regular forces, who, though 
too weak to oppoſe an invaſion, might be able to eſtabliſh diſcipline 
in a larger body. An obſervation which may, with-much greater 

' Jaſtneſs,; be applied to the ſeamen, whoſe art is much more diffcuy 


" » Er or Cuazen 4, 
It has often been remarked, Sir, in favour of a ſtanding army 


to be attained, and who are equally neceſſary in war and peace. 
If our ſtock of ſeamen, Sir, be deſtroyed, if there is not left in 


5 our trading veſſels a ſufficient number of experienced artiſts to initiate 
novices, and propagate the profeſſion, not only our ſhips of war mul 


lie uſeleſs, but our commerce ſink to nothing. | 
Nor have I. reaſon to believe the naval power of France ſo formi. 


dable, as that we ought to be terrified by the apprehenſions of 


into any extraordinary methods of procedure. I am informed thy 


they have now very few ſhips of force left in their harbours ; and that 


they have exerted their whole ſtrength in the American fleet. 
I am not therefore, Sir, for providing againſt preſent dangers, 


without regard to our future ſecurity ; and think nothing more wor- 


thy of the conſideration of this aſſembly, than the means of encou- 
raging and increaſing our ne which will not be effeQed by the 
bill before us. 

Land forces may be hired upon emergencies ; but Gilors are our 
own peculiar ſtrength, and the growth of our own foil ; we are there- 
fore above all other regards to attend, if I "ay uſe the _—_ to the pre. 
ſervation of the ſpecies. 

Mr. VyNER next ſpoke :—Mr. 8 as there can Va no 


ſtronger objection to any law than ambiguity, or indeterminate lat- 


tude of meaning, I think it neceſſary to propoſe, that ſome word of 
known and limited import, be ſubſtituted in the place of /eafaring men; 
an expreſſion which, if I was aſked the ng of it, I ſhould find 


it difficult to explain. 


Are ſeafaring men thoſe only who navigate in the fra? "The term 
is then ſuperfiuous, for all ſuch ate evidently compriſed i in the word 
ſeamen. Are they bargemen or watermen who ply on rivers, and tran- 
ſport proviſion or commodities from one inland town to another? In 
that ſenſe no body will affirm that it is a proper word; and impro- 


priety in the expreſſion of laws, produces uncertainty in the execu- 


tion of them. f | 
Captain CoRNwWwͤALL we up :—Sir, the term feafaring men, of 
— an en is deſired, is intended to inelude all thoſe who 


live 
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Vor 


Nen 4, 
ue by conveying goods or paſſengers upon. the water, wherher the ſea 


ga 
a, or inland rivers : nor can we reſtrain it to a narrower ſenſe, without 
iſcipling wempting from the publick ſervice great numbers, whoſe manner of 

greater i lie has qualified them for it, and from whom their country may with 
diu WY equal juſtice expect. nase. as from thoſe who are engaged in fo- 
e. reigh teach wot nan 1 1121 | 
leſt in Mr. VyNER replied aa Bl 1 am Fac 3 concurring with the ho- 
initiate WY nourable gentleman. in his opinion, that the inland watermen are by 
Far muſt their profeſſion in any degree ae for ſea ſervice, or can properly 

| be called ſeafaring men. 5 

> formi. All qualifications for the Senſes hs conſult 1 in * knows 
ns of kdge of the arts of navigation, or in ſome familiarity with the dan- 


ed that 
nd that 


gers of the ſea, With regard to any previous knowledge of naval 
buſineſs, it is well known that they have no advantage over any com- 


angers, bor the moſt part nothing in common. 


re wor · Nor are theſe watermen, Sir, more able to ſtand "FE in. the terrors 


encou- of the ſtorm, or the noiſe of a battle, than thoſe who follow any 
by the WW other occupation. Many of them never ſaw the ſea, nor have leſs 
| dread of its danger than the other inhabitants of the inland counties, 


are out They are therefore neither Jeafaring men, nor peculiarly capable of 


there · being made ſeamen... 3 

he pre. But the hardſhip upon particular men is not the ſirongeſt objec- 
tion to this clauſe, which by obſtructing our inland navigation, may 

be vo make our rivers uſeleſs, and ſet the whole trade of the nation at a 

e lati· I tand. For who will bring up his ſon a waterman, who knows him 

rord of expoſed by that profeſiion to be impreſſed for a ſeaman? 

It ſeems therefore neceſſary, Sir, either to omit the term“ /za- 
faring men, or to explain it in ſuch a manner, that inland watermen 
may not be included, ; 

Lord GAGE ſpoke next 3 ſo much has been urged againſt the 
compulſive methods propoſed in this clauſe, and ſo little produced in 
favour of them, that it may ſeem ſuperfluous to add any thing, or to 
endeavour, by a multiplicity of arguments, to prove what common 
reaſon muſt immediately diſcover. But there is one conſequence of 
this clauſe which has not yet been obſerved, and which is yet too im- 
portant not to be obviated by a particular proviſo. | 
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mon labourer; for the manner of navigating a ſhip and a barge have | 
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Tt is well Kadenz Sir, char many of thoſe to whom this act will ex. 
tend are freeholders and voters for electing the repreſentatives of the 
nation; and it is therefore apparent, that elections may be influenced 
by an ill· timed or partial execution of it. How eaſy will it be hen 
an election approaches to raiſe a falſe alarm, to propoſe ſome ſecret 
expedition, or threaten us with an invaſion from ſome unknown 


country, and to ſeize on all the ſeafaring voters whoſe emeerrn are 


Nr er and confine them at Spithead till the conteſt is over. 

T-cannot therefore, Sir, but think it neceſſary, that if this clauſe 
bo ſuffered to paſs, ſome part of its hateful conſequences ſhould be 
prevented by an exception in favour of freeholders and voters; which 
ſurely is no leſs than what every man owes to his own ſecurity, to the 
welfare of his country, and to thoſe 3 W he has been AY 
with the care of their liberties. 

Mr. HENRY PEILHAMu then ſaid as follows Ae I do not riſe in 
Wee to the propoſal made by that right honourable member, nor 


do I think this the proper time either for oppoſing or approving it. 


Method is of the higheſt importance in enquiries like theſe; and if 
the order of the debate be interrupted by foreign queſtions or inci. 
dental objections, no man will be able to conſider the clauſes before us 
with the attention neceſſary to his own ſatisfaction, or to the eon- 
viction of others; the mind will be diſſipated by a multiplicity of 
views, and nothing can follow but perplexity and confuſion. 

The great end, Sir, for which we are now aſſembled, is to ſtribe 
out methods of manning the fleet with expedition and certainty. Iti 


therefore proper in the firſt place to agree upon ſome general meaſures, 
to each of which there may undoubtedly be particular objections raiſed, 


that may be afterwards removed by exceptions or proviſions; but 
theſe proviſions ſhould, for the ſake of order, be inſerted in parti- 


cular clauſes, to be ſeparately conſidered. 


Of this kind is the exception now offered, to which T have no ob- 
jection but its preſent i impropriety, and the interruption of the debate 
which it may now occaſion; for I ſee at preſent no reaſon againk 
admitting i it in a particular clauſe. | 

Whenit is conſidered how much the ſucceſs of the war may depend 
upon the determinations of this day, and how much our future hap- 
pineſs and ſecurity may depend upon the ſucceſs of our preſent un- 


dertakings, I hope my ſollicitude for regularity and expedition will 
be eaſily excuſed, 
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Sir HIND Corrox anſwered: oy am not able, Sir, to diſcover 
any imminent danger to the nation in ſuſpending our attention to the 
chuſe before us for a few moments ; nor indeed do we ceaſe to at- 
end to it, while we are endeavouting to molliſy it, and adapt it to 


our conſtitution. 


The exception propoſed is, is, in the opinion of the R gen- 


feman, ſo reaſonable, that . declares himſelf ready to approve it in 


mother place; and to me, no place ſeems more proper of its making 
um of this bill than this. As a connection between the clauſe and 
exception appears neceſſary and immediate, I cannot ſee why it ſhould 
te poſtponed, unleſs it is hoped that it may be forgotten. 

Mr. PULTENEY then ſpoke : : —Sir, that this exception ſhould be 
forgotten. there is no danger ; for how long ſoever it be delayed, 1 will 
never agree to the act till I ſee it inſerted, If we ſuffer the liberty of 
the freeholders to be infringed, what can we expect but to be charged 
with betraying our truſt, and giving up to ſervitude and oppreſſion 


thoſe who deputed us to this aſſembly, as the guardians of their privi- | | 


kges, and the aſſerters of their birthright z a charge too > Juſt to de 
denied, and too atrocious to be borne, 

Sir, the right of a freeholder is independent on every other circum= 
ſance, and is neither made more or leſs by wealth or poverty: the 
fate, however ſmall, which gives a right of voting, bught to ex- 


empt the owner from every reftraint that may hinder the exertion of 


his right; a right on which our conſtitution is founded, and which 


cannot be taken away without ſubverting our whole eſtabliſhment, 
To overlook the diſtinctions which the fundamental laws of our 


country have made in reſpect to different orders of men, and to regard 
only the accidents of aMuence and neceſſity, is ſurely unjuſt in itſelf, 
and unworthy of this aſſembly ; an affembly, Sir, inſtituted prinei- 
pally to protect the weak againſt the ſtrong, and deputed to repreſetit 
thoſe in a collective ſtate, who are not conſiderable won, to mo 
lngly, and claim a voice in the legiſlature. 

Toexpoſe an honeſt, a laborlous, and an uſeful man, to be ized © 
by the hands. of an infolent officer, and dragged from the enjoyment 
of his right, only becauſe he will not violate his conſcience, and add 
his'voice to thoſe of ſycophants, dependants, and proſtitutes, the 
ſlaves of power, the drudges of a court, and the hirelings of a fac- 
tion, is the higheſt degree of injuſtice and cruelty. Let us rather, 
4 lweep away with an impreſs, the drones of large fortunes, the 

S 2 | tyrants 
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1.1740 
tyrants of villages, and the oppreſſors of the poor ; let us oblige those 
to ſerve their country by force, whoſe fortunes have had no other 
effect than to make them inſolent and worthleſs. ; but let ſuch who, 
by contributing to commerce, make every day ſome addition to the 
publick wealth, be left in the full enjoyment of the rights which they 
deſerve: let thoſe by whoſe labour the expences of the war au 
furniſhed, be excuſed from contributing to it by perſonal ſervice. 
It is neceſſary, Sir, to have our Jaws eſtabliſhed by the repreſen- 
tatives of the people; it is neceſſary. that thoſe repreſentatives ſhould 
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hall be m 

{ will 1 
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Sir, a 


be freely elected; and therefore every law that obſtructs the liberty of . 
voters, is 3 to the fundamental laws of our conſtitution; and 8 i 
what multitudes may by this law be either hindered from giving their A 4 
votes, or be terrified into ſuch a choice as by no means corteſpondz 4 i 
with their judgments or inclinations, it is eaſy to foreſee. - 's 
I am indeed of opinion, Sir, that.this clauſe cannot be adapted to 540008 
our conſtitution, nor modified” by any expedient into a law, which ey 
will not lay in ſupportable hardſhips upon the nation, and make way 1 * 
for abſolute power. But as it is neceſſary that a conſtant ſupply of 5 ben 
ſeamen ſhould be provided, I think it not improper to obſerve, that "OM 5 
there is one expedient yet remaining, by which, though it will not Mr. . 
much aſſiſt us in our preſent exigence, the fleets of this nation may les 
hereafter be conſtantly ſupported. 1 
Me have at preſent great numbers of charity ſchools eſtabliſhed in 25 1 
this nation, where the children of the poor receive an education dif 7 
proportioned to their birth. This has often no other conſequences 4A bo 
than td make them unfit for their ſtations by placing them in their "RR 
own opinion above the drudgery of daily labour, a notion which is Ms - 
too much indulged, as idleneſs co-operating with vanity, can hard) we 45 
fail to gain the aſcendant, and which ſometimes prompts them to ſup- n i | 
port themſelves by practices not only uſeleſs but pernicious to ſociety, dir U 
This evil, Sir, cannot be better obviated than by allotting a res- "SEEM 
ſonable proportion out of every ſchool to the ſervice of the ſea, in "EPR 
which by entering early they cannot fail to become proficients, and which tl 
where their attainments, which at preſent too frequently produce "RO 
lazineſs and diſhoneſty, might enable them to excel, and entitle ke 
them to promotion. 1 
Mr. WId NI NG TON replied —Sir. notwithſtanding the confidence hg 5 
wich which ſome gentlemen have propoſed this amendment, and the 2x 


to raiſe 
eaſineſs with which others haye conſented to it, I declare without be- | 
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Se thoſe (tion, that I oppoſe it now, and intend to oppoſe it whenever it 
o otber 6-411 be offered, becauſe it will defeat all the other proviſions which 
h who, hall be made in the bill. oe 

1 to the { will venture to ſay, Sir, that if every man, who has by what- 


ch they] der tenure the right of voting, ſhall be exempted from the neceſſity 
war aw contributing to the publick ſafety by his perſonal ſervice, every 
ce. nan qualified for the ſea will by ſome means acquire a vote. 

preſen. dir, a very ſmall part of thoſe who give their votes in this nation 


ſhould fr repreſentatives in ſenate, enjoy that right as the appendage of a 


berty of freehold; to live in ſome towns, and to be born only in others, 
1; and gires the unalienable privilege of voting. Any gentleman, to ſecure _ 


Ig thel his own intereſt, or obſtru& the publick ſervice, may, by dividing a 
DR ſmall piece of barren ground among a hundred ſailors, exalt them 
al] to freeholders, and exempt them from the influence of this law. 
275 0 However, Sir, I am not leſs a friend to the freeholders than thoſe 
N yho propoſe the exception in their favour, but in my opinion the 
ö great intereſt of the freeholders is the preſervation of their freeholds, 

PP 2 which can only be ſecured by a vigorous exertion of the power of the 
. os nation, in the war which is now declared againſt the Spaniards, 
Ne Mr. BAR RING TON ſpoke next: Sir, by the obſervations which 
n may I have opportunities of making at the place which I have the honour 
hed to repreſent, Jam convinced of the influence that this law will have 
5 of upon all the boroughs along the coaſts, There moſt of the voters 
2 "WH ic, in one ſenſe or other, Sir, ſeafaring men, being almoſt all of 
es dem owners of veſſels, and in ſome degree acquainted with naviga- 
: on: tion; they may therefore be hurried away at the choice of an officious 
hardh or oppreſſive magiſtrate, who may by partiality and injuſtice obtain a 
to ſup- majority, contrary to the general inclination of the ante and de- 
en termine the election by his own authority. | | 

—_ vir WILLIAM Vox then ſaid:— Sir, if every freeholder and 
fea, in nating to be exempted from the influence of the law, the bill that we 
A1 ve with ſo much ardour endeavouring to draw up and rectify, and of 
25 which the neceſlity is ſo generally acknowledged, will be no other 
entitle than an empty ſound, and a determination without an objeR; for 


while we are empowering the government to call ſeamen into the ſer- 
fidence vice, we are exempting almoſt all that are able to ſerve from the de- 
nd the nomination of ſeamen : what is this but to diſpute without a TROY 
it he. i braiſe with one hand and demoliſh. with the other? 
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aaly van 
their int 
convicte. 


In the hers parts of the nation, Sir, where I reſide, many whi 
vote at elections claim their privilege by no other title than that 
boiling a pot; a title which he who has it not, may eaſily obtal 


when it will either gratify his lazineſs or his cowardice, and which When 
though not accaſionally obtained, ſeems not ſufficient to ſet any mul beamen!“ 
out of the reach of a juſt and neceſſary law. care th 
Tt is therefore, Sir, undoubtedly requiſite that the terms of the m Fu ob! 
ception ſhould be explicit and definitive, and that only thoſe Mov. diſbeliev 
be exempted who have ſuch poſſeſſions or | qualifications as i dred he 
aſſembly ſhall think a juſt title to exemption. For on the weſt Ml force a 
coaſt, from whence great ſupplies may be expected, almoſt eren manded 
ſailor has a vote, to which nothing is there required but to hirea lodg [ the 
ing and boil a pot; aſter which, if this exception be admitted in all i ther any 
latitude, he may. ſit at eaſe amidſt the diſtreſſes of his country may ſo 
ridicule the law which he has. eluded, and ſet the den at ope The. 
defiance. preſſing, 
The PRIME MixIs TER ſpoke next —Asl think, Sir, ſome exce, geration 
tion may be juſt and proper, ſo I ſuppoſe every gentleman will concar it part o 
with me in rejecting one of ſuch extent as i leave no oa br L re 
the operation of the law. there for 
It is in my opinion proper ta . the exemption to thoſe ftr. mti cot 
_ holders who are poſſeſſed of ſuch an eſtate as gives a vote for the repre- That 
ſentative of the county, by which thoſe whoſe privilege ariſes from from th 
their property will be ſecured; and ir ſeems teaſonable that tho > 
who haye privileges without property, ſhould purchaſe them by their practice 
| ſervices, at pleaſ 
| Counſellor Bx ow ſpoke next g Sit, the exception propoſed vil Mr. 
not only defeat the end of the bill, by leaving it ſe objects, but wil ber has 
obſtruct the execution of it on proper occaſions, and involye the mi- haps be 
giſtrate in difficulties which will either intimidate him in the exertion bears a 
of his authority, or, if he perſiſts in diſcharging his duty with fir- pret, 
impreſ: 


neſs and ſpirit, will perhaps oblige him ſometimes to 8 of his 
fidelity, | him to 
Tris the neceſlary conſequence, Sir, of. a 9 profeſſion, thut . 
he is often at a great dil tance from the place of his legal ſettlement, cuniar) 
or patrimonal poileflions ; ; and he may therefore aſſert of his own cit- 
cumitances what is molt convenient without danger of detection. 


Piaes! is a ſecur rity that hah oh many men to falſhoods by which 
00 a 
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many y vanity is gratified, and few men will tell truth in oppoſition to 
an that of tir intereſt, when they, may lie -without ria of 8 
ly obtaig convicted. 

nd which When therefore a magiſtrate receives diretions to lomo all the 


b any ma 
Ice themſelves freeholders in ſome diſtant county, or freemen of 


ome obſcure borough. It i is to no purpoſe, Sir, that the magiſtrate 


of the ex 
diſbelieves what he cannot confute; ; and if in one inſtance in 4 Hun- 


be ſhould 


s as th; {red he ſhould be miſtaken, and, acting in conſequence of bis error, 
e weſter WY force a freeman into the ſervice, wine repatation may not be de- 
oft even manded ? 


| therefore nropole i it to the 8 of the committee, whe-" 
ther any man ought to claim exemption from this law by a title, that 
may ſo readily be procured, or ſo ſafely uſurped. © | W 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL ſpoke next: — Sir, the practice of im- 
reſſing, which has been declaimed againſt with ſuch vehement exag· 


re a loc 
in all it 
count, 
at Ope 


je Cxcer 
ll concy 


bje far 


it part of the common law, but is likewiſe eſtabliſhed by our ſtatutes; 
for I remember to have found it in the ſtatutes of queen Mary, and 
therefore cannot allow that it wann to be Tenge: as r= ia and 
oſe free MY znti-conſtitutional, © Te: ee tho 
That it is not inconſiſtent with our conflitarion may be e 
from the practice of erecting the royal ſtandard, upon great emer- 
gencies, to which every man was obliged immediately to repair; this 
practice is as old as our conſtitution, and as it may be revived 
at pleaſure, may be properly mentioned as equivalent to an impreſs. 
Mr. VIN ER anſwered : — This word, Sir, which the learned mem- 


e repre. 
es from 
it thoſ 
dy. their 


ſed will 
ut wil der has by his wonderful diligence diſcovered in the ſtatutes, may per- 
ne m- baps be there, but in a ſignification far different from that which it 


bears at preſent, The word was, without doubt, originally F rench, 


xertion 
\ fir WM et, and implied what is now expreſſed by the term ready; and to 
of hö impreſs any man was in thoſe-days only to make him ready, or engage 


him to hold himſelf in readineſs, which was brought: about not by 
compulſion, purſuit, and violence, but by the allurements of a pe- 
cuniary reward, or the obligation of ſome antient tenure. 


„ that 
ment, 
n cit⸗ 
Ct ion. 
v hich 

on; 


$3. „ 


amen within his. diſtrict, how few will he find who will not de- | 


— 7 
— — — 


gerations, is not only founded on immemorial cuſtom, which makes 
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HOUSE * commons. 
| March 9, 1940-1, 


On the 6655 day, the conſideration of the bill for raifing Was Th 
_ ſumed, and a clauſe read, by which every conſtable, headborough, tything. 
man, or 'other perſon, was liable to be examined upon. oath by the Juſticy 
of peace, who were empowered to * a fine upon ther for any negleft, 
_ offence, er connivance. Fade 
Six Jour Bax NARD hls up and ſpoke to the following eſſed:— 
Mr. Chairman, it is the peculiar happineſs of the Britons, that no 


law can be made without the conſent of their repreſentatives, and [ 
hope no ſuch infatuation can ever fall upon them as may influence 
them to chuſe a repreſentative .capabls of concurring, in i abſurditie 


like this. b 


The folly, the iniquity, the Qupidity of this hand can _ be 
conceived by hearing it repeated; it is too flagrant to be extenu- 


| ated, and too groſs to admit exaggerations; to oblige a man to make 


oath againſt himſelf, to ſubject himſelf by his own voice to penalties 
and hardſhips, is at once cruel and eee a wild complication of 


Wee folly. 


To call upon any man to accuſe himdelf, ks to call upon him 
to commit perjury, and has therefore been always accounted irrational 


and wicked: in thoſe countries where it is practiſed, the confeſſion 


is extorted by the rack, which indeed is ſo neceſſary on ſuch occa- 
ſions, that I ſhould not wonder to hear the promoters of this clauſe 


| * declaring for the expediency of tortutes. 


Nothing is more evident than that this bill, however che imports 


_ ance of the occaſion may be magnified,: was drawn up without fe- 


flection, and that the clauſes were never underſtood by thoſe that 


| offered them; errors like theſe muſt ariſe only from precipitation and 


neglect, for they are too We. to be e either by e 
or deſign. ky At 
To expoſe ſuch abſurdities is Cle _ 1 not leaking ; for 


| What end is anſwered by pointing at folly, or how is the publick ſet- 


vice advanced by ſhewing that the methods propoſed are totally to 
be r ene Where a Feta is of a mixed kind, and only erro- 


neous | 
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ſy 17401. ] 
eous in part, it is an uſeful and no diſagreeable taſk to ſeparate 


nuth from error, and diſentangle from ill conſequences. ſuch 


lures as may be purſued with advantage to the publick; but mere 
lupidity can only produce alen, and afford 0er 
far enquiry. or diſpute. 


Admiral WAGER. replied . This ht 3 contemp- 5 


twouſly treated, has been already paſſed into a law by a ſenate which 
brought no diſhonour upon the Britiſh nation, by a ſenate which was 


courted and dreaded” by the greateſt part of the univerſe, and was 


lawn up by a miniſtry that have given their poſterity no reaſon to 
treat them with deriſion and contumely. 


In the reign of the late great queen, this method of Ring IEF | 


was approved and eſtabliſhed, arid we may judge of the propriety of 
the meaſures followed. in That war by abs ſucceſs which they! pro- 
cured, | 

Thoſe 3 bs 4 this bill Was 5 as hop: com- 
mitted no new abſurdities, nor have propoſed any thing which was 
not enacted by the wiſeſt of our predeceſſors, in one of the wolt il 
luſtrious periods of our; hiſtory. 

Mr. Grggox anſwered, —Sir, I am far from thinking a 1 


tion ſufficiently defended by an aſſertion that it was admitted by our 
predeceſſors, for though I have no inclination to vilify their memory, 


| may without ſeruple affirm.that they had no pretenſions to infal- 


libility, and that there are in many of our ſtatutes inſtances of ſuch 


ignorance, credulity, weakneſs, and . as n be conſidered 


without aſtoniſhment, . | 
In queſtions of an abſtruſe and mt nature, it is certain, 
Sir, that experience has taught us what could never have been diſ- 


covered previouſly by the wiſdom of our anceſtors, and we have 


found by their conſequences the impropriety of many practices which 
they approved, and which we ſhould: have un, en in the 
lame cireumſtances. 


But to hat purpoſe is obſervation, if we muſt ſhut our l | 


it, and appeal for ever to the wiſdom of our anceſtors ? if we muſt 
fall into error, merely becauſe they were miſtaken, and cuſh upon 
tocks out of veneration to thoſe who were wreck'd againſt them? 

In queſtions eaſily to be examined, and determinations which eom- 
prized no perplexing contrarieties of intereſt, ar multiplicity of cir- 


cumſtances, they were equally liable with ourſelves to be ſupine and 
| negligent, 
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negligent, to ſink into ſecurity, or be ſurprized by haſte. That the 

7 clauſe how before us was enacted by. them, muſt be aſeribed merely 

to the hurry of the ſeſſions in which it was brought before them; 2 

time in which ſo many enquiries of the higheſt importance were to 

de made, and great diverſity of views to be regarded, that it is ng 
| dos j02pi ſome abſurdities ſhould eſcape without detection. 

In the fourth of the reign of the queen, this bill was brought in, 
as now, at the latter end of a ſeſſion, when the attention of the 
ſenate was fatigued and diſtracted, and it was hurried through both 
houſes, and ratified by the queen, with very little conſideration. 

But then, as this circumſtance may be juſtly termed an extenuation 
of their error, it ought to be a leflon of caution to us, that we may 
not be in the like manner betrayed into the ſame weakneſs, 

Mr. HENRY PELHAM next roſe up: Sir, the conduct of our pre- 
deceſſors ſeems not to ſtand in need of any excuſe ; for it might be 
eaſy to vindicate it by arguments, but that it is more proper to ap- 
3 it by imitation. 

Whenever the bill was paſſed, or r how haſtily ſoever the law was 
enacted, it was, I believe, rather the effect of neceſſity than of inad- 
vertency ; of the ſame neceſſity which now er and which is 
very ill conſulted-by tedious debates, | 

They were then involved in a war, and were not ſo diſtracted by 
private intereſts as not to unite in the moſt vigorous oppoſition of 
their enemies. They knew that the publick good is often promoted 


by the temporary inconyeniencies of individuals; and when affairs 


of the'higheſt importance demanded their attention, when the ſecu- 
rity of the whole nation and the happineſs of their poſterity were the 
ſubje& of their enquiries, they wiſely ſuffered leſs conſiderations to 
paſs without-ſuperfluous and unſeaſonable ſollicitude 

Ho juſtly they reaſoned, Sir, and what vigour their reſolutions 
gave to the military operations, our victories are a ſufficient proof: 
and if experience be the ſureſt guide, it cannot be improper to imitate 
thoſe who, in the ſame circumſtances with ourſelves, found means 
to raiſe the honour, and improve the commerce of their country. 

That our circumſtances are the ſame with thoſe of the fenate by 
which this law was made, is obvious beyond diſpute ; or where they 
vary, the difference is perhaps to our diſadvantage. We have, Sir, 
the ſame enemies, or, at leaſt, have reaſon to apprehend the ſame; 
but have little hope of the ſame allies. The preſent war is to be 
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carried! on at a greater diſtance, and in more places at the ſame in- 


fant; we cannot therefore ſupply our ſhips W but muſt. | 


aſe great numbers in a ſhort time. 

If therefore it was then concluded, that the method „ 
amination was uſeful; if meaſures, not eligible in themſelves, may 
be authorized by neceflity, why may not we, in compliance with 
the ſame exigencies, have recourſe to the ſame expedients?* - 
Sir WII LIAM Y@NGE then ſpoke :—Sir, how much weight is 


added to the determinations of the ſenate, by the dignity of their 


procedure, and the decency of their diſputations, a ſlight knowledge 
of mankind is ſufficient to evince. It is well known that govern- 
ment is ſupported by opinion; and that he who deſtroys the reputa- 
tation, deſtroys the authority of the legiſlative power. Nor is it lefs 


apparent, that he who degrades debate into ſcurrility, and deſtroys 
the ſolemnity of conſultation, e a to fink ann into con- 
tempt. | | 

| Tt was therefore, Sir, with indignation and ſurprize that T heard 


the clauſe before us cenſured with ſuch indecency of language, and 
the authors of it treated with contumelies and reproaches that 


mere error does not deſerve, however e but WERE were now 


vented before any error was detected. 
Iknow not, Sir, why the gentlemen who are thus itidecently attack- 


ed have ſuffered ſuch reproaches without cenſure and without reply. T 


know not why they have omitted to put the honourable gentleman 


in mind of the reſpe& due to this aſſembly, or to the characters of 
thoſe whom he oppoſes ; gentlemen equally ſkilled with himſelf in the 
ſubje& of our enquiries, and whom his own attainments, however 


large, or his abilities, however comprehenſive, cannot 1 him a 
right to charge with ignorance or folly. | 

To reproach men with incapacity is a cheap method of mer 
their arguments, but a method which the rules of this houſe ought to 
exclude from our debates, as the general civility of the world has 
baniſhed it from every other place of concourſe or converſation.”  / 


I, for my part, Sir, ſhall always endeayour to confine my atten- 
tion to the queſtion before us, without ſuffering my reaſon to be 
biaſſed, or my enquiries diverted by low altercations, or perſonal 


animoſities; nor when any other man deviates into reproachful and 


contemptubus language, ſhall I be mann; to think" more $175 9:4 . | 
9 his argaments or ee 5 * | 


Sir, 
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Sir Jon BARNARD replied — Sir, I have always heard it repre. 
ſented as an inſtance of integrity, when the torigue and heart move 
in concert, when the words are repreſentations of the ſentiments , 

and have therefore hitherto endeavoured to explain my argument 
with perſpicuity, and impreſs my ſentiments ' with force; I haye 
thought it hypocriſy to treat ſtupidity with reverence, or to honour 
nonſenſe; with the ceremony of a confutation. As knavery ſo folly 


hat is not reclaimable, is to be ſpeedily diſpatched, buſineſs is to be 


freed from obſtruction, and ſociety from a nuiſance. 

Nor, Sir, when I am cenſured by thoſe whom I may offend by the 
ule of terms correſpondent with my ideas, will I by a tame and 
ſilent ſubmiſſion give reaſon to ſuſpect that I am conſcious of a fault, 


but will treat the accuſation with open contempt, and ſhew no 


greater regard to the abettors, than to the authors of abſurdity, 
That decency is of great uſe in publick debates, 1 ſhall readily 
allow; it may ſometimes ſhelter folly from ridicule, and preſerve vil- 
lainy from publick detection; nor is it ever more carefully ſupported, 
than when meaſures are promoted that nothing can preſerve from 


+ contempt, but the ſolemnity with which they are eſtabliſhed. 


Decency is a proper circumſtance ; but liberty is the eſſence of 
ſenatorial diſquiſitions : liberty is the parent of truth ; but truth and 
decency; are ſometimes at variance: all men and all propoſitions are 
to be treated here as they deſerve ; and there are meay who have no 
claim either to reſpect or decency. 


Mr. WinninGTON then roſe : —Sir, that it is ; improper in its own 


nature, and inconſiſtent with our conſtitution, to lay any man under 
an obligation to accuſe himſelf, cannot be denied; it is therefore 
evident, that ſome amendment is neceſſary to the clauſe before us. 

J have for this reaſon drawn up an amendment, Sir, which, if ap- 
proved by the committee, will, in my opinion, remove all the ob- 
jections to this part of the bill, and by reconciling it with our natural 
and legal rights, I hope, induce thoſe to approve it, who have hitherto 
oppoſed it. 1 

I therefore propoſe that theſs words ſhould he ſubſtituted inſtead of 


| thoſe which are the ſubject of the debate, or ſome other to this pur- 
; poſe; That no perſon ſhall be liable to be fined, by virtue of this act, unleſs. 


a witneſs, being examined, ſhall make aath of the miſdemeanour or neglect. 
Thus the neceſſity of examining men upon oath in their own 
cauſe will be _ taken away, and a8 the clauſe will then ſtand, 


there 
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dere will remain no ſafpicion of injuſtice, or oppreſii on, betas | 


none can be e without the concurrence of 1 205 perſons of 7 
different intereſts. : 


[This clauſe, though agreed de to in the committee, was at 1a re- 
jected. . | | | | 


Mr. Hon Ack WALPOLE ſpoke next to this effect Mr. i hieb 
[t does not yet appear that the gentlemen who have engaged in this 
{bate have ſufficiently attended to the exigence of our affairs, and the 
inportance of the queſtion. They have laviſhed their oratory in de- 
caiming upon the abſurdity of the methods propoſed, and diſcovered 
their ſagacity, by ſnewing how future navies may be ſupplied froth 
charity ſchools, but have ſubſlituted no ex pedients in the place of thoſe 
which they ſo warmly condemn, nor have condeſcended to inform us, 
how we may now guard our coalts, or man our Herts for immediate 
ſervice. | 
There are ſome Anda Sir, of the preſent war, which make 
our neceſſity of raiſing ſea forces greater than in thoſe of William and 
Anne that ſucceeded him. The chief advantages that we gained over the 
French in their wars were the conſequences of our victories by land. 

At ſea, Sir, the balance was almoſt equal, though the Dutch fleet 
and ours were united; nor did they quit the ſea becauſe their fleets 
were deſtroyed, but becauſe they were obliged to recruit their Jand 
forces with their ſailors. Should they now declare war againſt us, 
they would be under no ſuch neceflity of defrauding the ſea ſervice, 
for they have now on foot an army of 160,000 men, which are main- 
tained at no greater expence than 40,000 by the Britiſh government; 
a5 they are therefore, Sir, ſo formidable by land, we have no way of 
oppoling them but by our ſea forces. 

Nor is their navy ſo contemptible as ſome "ou either by conjecture 
or miſinformation repreſented it. The fleet which they have diſ- 
patched to America, conſiſts not of fewer than twenty ſhips, of which 
the leaſt carry ſixty guns, and they are fitting out now an equal num- 
ber in their own ports; beſides, their Eaſt India company is obliged to 
furniſh ten ſhips of the line, at the demand of the government. 

Thus it appears that we have neighbours ſufficiently powerful to 
alarm us with the ſenſe of immediate danger; danger which is made 
more imminent by the expeditious methods by which the French man 
their fleets, and which we muſt imitate if we hope to oppoſe them 


- 5 1 need 
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I need not ſay how little we can depend upon any profeſſions of 
neutrality, which will be beſt obſerved when they cannot be ſecurely 
violated ; or upon the pacific inclination of their miniſter, which 
intereſt, perſuaſton, or caprice, may alter, and to which it is not ver 
honourable to truſt for ſafety. How can that nation fink lower, which 
is only free becauſe it is not invaded by its neighbours, and retains 

its poſſeſſions; only becauſe no other bas leiſure or inelination to . 
1 3 PT: 

If it be ales what can Sts — 2 to interrupt us in FT 
proſecution. of our deſigns, and in the puniſhment of thoĩe Who haye 
plundered and inſulted us, it is not only eaſy to urge the ſtrict al. 
lance between the two crowns, the ties of blood, the conformity of 
intereſts, and their equal hatred of the Britons, but another more 
immediate reaſon may be added. It is ſuſpected that under pretence 
of vindicating our own rights, we are endeayouring to gain the poſ- 
ſeſhon of the Spaniſh dominions, and engroſs the wealth of the new 
world ; and that therefore it is the intereſt of every power whoſe ſub- 
jects make to thoſe countries to oppoſe us. | 

Thus, whether we ſucceed or fail in our attempts on America, we 
bave the French power to apprehend. If we make conqueſts, they 
may probably think it neceſſary to obviate the torrent of our victories, 
and to hinder the increaſe of our dominions, that they may ſecure 
| their own trade, and maintain their own influence. | 

If we ſhould be defeated, of which no man, Sir, can 2 78 the 
pollibility, the inclination of all to inſult the depreſſed, and to puſh 
down the falling is well known; nor can it be expected that our be- 
xeditary enemies would neglect ſo fair an opportunity of attacking vs. 

How they might ravage our coaſts, and obſtruct our trade, how they 
might triumph in the channel, and block us up in our own ports, 
bombard. our towns, and threaten us with invaſions, Thope I need but 
barely mention, to incite this aflcmbly to ſuch diſpatch in manning 
eur fleets, as may ſecure us at once from inſults and from terror. 

It is undoubtedly, Sir, in our power to raiſe a naval force ſufficient 
to awe the ocean, and reſtrain the moſt daring of our enemies from 
any attempts againſt us, but this cannot be effected by harangues 
| objections, and diſputations. 

There is nothing, Sir, more freuuently the ſubject of raillery or 
declamation than the uſeleſsnefs or danger of a ftanding army, to 
which 1 declare myſelf no otherwiſe inclined than by my concern for 
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v ſupported by the public, whoſe ſervice is not neceſſary; but farety 
one of thoſe who declare ſo warmly for the honour and privileges of | 
heir country, would. expoſe i it to the inſults of foreign powers wit the. 

ut defence. If therefore they think the danger of land forces more 
than equivalent to the benefit, they ought unanimouſly to concur in the 
creaſe. of our naval ſtrength, by which they may be protected, but 


unnot be oppreſſed: they ought willingly to give their aſſiſtance to 
any propoſitions for making the fleef formidable, that their declarations 
ainſt the army may not be thought to proceed from a reſolution: to 
oblttuct the meaſures of the government, rather than from zeal for 
de conſtitution. For he that equally oppoſes the eſtabliſhment of the 
my, and the improvement of the navy, declares in effect againſt the 
fcurity of the nation; and though, perhaps, without deſigns expoſes 
lis countrymen to the mercy: of their enemies. 

Mr. Pol TEN ET ſpoke next: — Sir, I cannot diſcover for what rea- 
on the bill before us is ſo vigorouſly ſupported, but muſt obſerve that 
[have ſeldom knqwn ſuch vehement and continued efforts produced by 
nere publick ſpirit, and unmingled regard for the happineſs of the 
nition. Nothing, Sir, that can be urged in favour of the meaſures 
now propoſed has been omitted. When arguments are confuted, 
precedents are cited; when precedents fail, the advocates for the bill 
he recourſe to terror and neceſſity, and endeavour to RY thoſe 
vhom they cannot convince. | 

But perhaps, Sir, theſe formidable phantoms may Fon 10 * to 
fight, and, like the other illuſions of cowardice, diſappear before the 
icht. Perhaps this neceſſity will be found only chimerical ; and 
theſe dangers appear only the viſions of en or the . 
of impoſture, i 

To arrive at a clear view of our preſent Satie it will be ne- 
ceſſary, Sir, not to amuſe ourſelves with general aſſertions, or over- 
let us conſider diſ- 
tinctly the power and the conduct of our enemies, and enquire whe- 
ther they do not affright us.more than they are able to hurt us. 

That the force of Spain alone, Sir, is much to be dreaded, no man 
will aſſert; for that empire, it, is well known, has long been ſeized 
with all hy ſymptoms of drelining power, and has been ſupported, 
not by its own ſtrength, but by the intereſts of its neighbours. The 
raſt dominions of the Spaniards are only an empty ſhow ; they are 
lands without inhabitants, and by conſequence without defence ; they 
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ate rather exereſeences than members of the monarchy, and receie ſi 


the government languiſhes, as the vital motion in an explring body, 
and the ſtruggles which 7 0 57 ww e r _ ve termed rather "agh 
_ nies than efforts. 
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port rather than communicate. In the diſtant branches of their emyj 
From Spain, therefore, unaſſiſted, we have nothing to apprehend 


and yet from thence. we have been threatened with inſults — in 
vafions. | 


That the condition of the French i is far Aiffetent, cannot be de. | 


ned]; their commerce flouriſhes, their dominions are connected, their 
wealth increaſes, and their government operates with full vigour: 

their influence is great, and their name ſormidable. But I canndt 
allow, Sir, that they have yet attained ſuch a height of power :y 
ſhould alarm us with conſtant apprehenſions, or that we ought to ſe 
cure ourſelves againſt them by the violation of our liberties. Not 
to urge that the loſs of freedom, and the deſtruction of our conflity- 


tion, ate the worſt conſequences that can be apprehended from a con- 


queſt, and that to a ſlave the change of his maſter is of no great im. 
portance, it is evident, that the power of the French is of ſuch 
kind as can only affect us remotely, and conſequentially, They may 
fill the continent with alarms, and ravage the territories of Germany 
by their numerous armies, but can only injure us by means of their 
fleets, We may wait, Sir, without a pannick terror, though not 


without ſome degree of anxiety, the event of their attempts upon the I 


neighbouring princes, and cannot be reduced to fight for out 
altars and our houſes, but by a ſecond armada, which, even then, the 
winds muſt favour, and a thouſand circumſtances concur to expedite, 
But that no ſuch fleet can be fitted out by the united endeavoursof 
the whole world; that our navy, in its preſent ſtate, is ſupetior 
to any that can be brought againſt us, our miniſters ought not to be 
ignorant: and therefore to diſpirit the nation with apprehenſions of 
armies hovering in the air, and of conquerors to be wafted over by 
ſupernatural means, is to deſtroy that happineſs which government 
was ordained to preſerve; to fink us to tameneſs and cowardice ; 5 and 


to betray us to inſults and to robberies, 


If our danger, Sir, be ſuch as has been repreſented, to chin muſt 
we impute it? Upon whom are our weakneſs, our poverty, and out 
miſeries to be charged? Upon whom, but thoſe who have uſurped 
the direction of affairs which they did not underſtand, or which theif 
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ng body: That the Spaniards, Sir, are now anebled to 8 reſiſtance, and 


perhaps to inſult and depopulate our colonies ; that the French have 
diſpatched a fleet into. the American ſeas to obſtruct, as may be con- 
jectured, the progreſs of gur arms, and that we are in danger of meet- 
ing oppoſition. which we did not expect, is too evident to be con- 


ther ag0. 


preheng, 
and in. 
cealed. | 
But, Sir, is not the ſpirit of our enemies the conſequence rather 
ofour cowardice than of their own ſtrength ? Does not the oppoſition 


to our deſigns, by whatever nation it ſhall be made, ariſe from the 


t be de. | 
d, their 


vigour: 

| hor contempt which has been brought upon us by our irreſolution, for⸗ 
oer 25 bearance, and delays ? Had we reſented the firſt inſult, and repaired 
ht to fe. Wi our earlieſt loſſes by vigorous reprizals, our merchants had long ago 
. Not WM carried on their traffick with ſecurity, our enemies would have 
onflity- WM courted us with reſpect, and our allies ſupported us with confidence. 


a con- Our negotiations, treaties, propoſals, and conceſſions, not only 
eat in. Wi afforded them leiſure to collect their forces, equip their fleets, and 
of ſuch Wi fortify their coaſts ; but gave them likewiſe ſpirit to reſiſt thoſe who 
ey may Wh could not be: conquered but by their own cowardice. and folly. By 
ermany Wi our ill-timed patience, and lingering preparations, we encouraged 
of their Wi thoſe to unite againſt us, who would otherwiſe have only hated us in 
gh not Wi ſecret; and deterred thoſe from declaring in our favour, whom in- 
on the Bi tereſt or gratitude might have inclined to aſſiſt us. For who will 
or out i ſupport thoſe from whom no mutual ſupport can be expected ? 
en, the BN And who will expect that thoſe will ——_ their allies, who deſert 
pedite. Wi themſclves ? : 

ours of But, Sir, however late our reſentment was awakened, Jud the 
perior I var been proſecuted vigorouſly after it was declared, we might 
t to be have been now ſecure from danger, and freed from ſuſpence, nor 
ons of Wi would any thing have remained but to give laws to our enemies. 

ver by From the ſucceſs. of Vernon with ſo inconſiderable forces, we 
ment may conjecture what would have been performed with an armament 


z and proportioned to his undertaking ; and why he was not better ſupplied, 
no reaſon has yet been given; nor can it be eaſily diſcovered why 

| mult Bi ve either did not begin the war before our enemies had concerted 

d our I tvcir meaſures, or delay it till we had formed our own. 

urped Notwithſtanding ſome opportunities have been neglected, and all 

their Bi the advantages of a ſudden attack have been irrecoverably loft ; not- 
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withſtanding our friends, Sir, have learned to deſpiſe and neplea us, 
and our enemies are animated to confidence and obſtinacy, yet gy 
real and intrinſick ſtrength continues the ſame ; nor are there yet 
any preparations made againſt us by the enemy, with views beyond 
their own ſecurity and defence. It does not yet appear, Sir, tha 
our enemies, however inſolent, look upon us as the proper obj-0z 
of a conqueſt, or that they imagine it poſſible to beſiege us in our 
own ports, or to confine us to the defence of our own country, We 
are not therefore to have recourſe to meaſures, which, if they are 
ever to be admitted, can be juſt ſtified by nothing but the utmoſt dil. 
treſs, and can only become proper, as the laſt and deſperate expe. 
dient. The enemy, Sir, ought to appear not only in our ſeas, but 
in our ports, before it can be neceſſary that one part of the nation 
thould be enſlaved for the preſervation of the reſt, 
To deſtroy any part of the community, while it is in our power 
to preſerve the whole, is certainly abſurd, and inconſiſtent with the 
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equity and tenderneſs of a good government : and what is flavery 


leſs than deſtruction ? What greater calamity has that man to expect, 
who has been already deprived of his liberty, and reduced to 
the level with thieves and murderers ? With what ſpirit, Sir, will he 
draw his ſword upon his invaders, who has nothing to defend! Or 
why ſhould he repel the injuries which will make no addition to his 
miſery, and will fall only on thoſe to whom he is enflaved :? 

It is well known that gratitude i is the foundation of our duty to 
our country, and to our ſuperiors, whom we are obliged to proted 
upon ſome occafions, becaufe upon others we receive protection from 
them, and are maintained in the quiet poſſeſſion of our fortunes, an 
the ſecurity of our lives. But what gratitude is due to his country 
from a man diſtinguiſhed without a crime by the legiſlature, from 
the reſt of the people, and marked out for hardſhips and oppreſſions? 
From a man who is condemned to labour and to danger, only that 
others may fatten with indolence, and ſlumber without anxiety! 
From 2 man who is dragged to miſery without reward, and hunted 
from his retreat, as the property of his maſter? 

Where gratitude, Sir, is not the motive of action, which ma} 
eaſily happen i in minds not accuſtomed to obferve the ends of governs 
ment and relations of ſociety, intereſt never. fails to preſide, which 
may be diſtinguiſhed from gratitude, as it regards the immediate con- 


ſequences of actions, and confines the Yiew to preſent : advantages, 
But 
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But what intereſt can be gratified by a man who is not maſter of his 
wn actions, nor ſecure in the enjoyment of his acquiſitions ? Why 


hould he be ſollicitous to increaſe his property, who may be torn 
rom the poſſeſſion of it in a moment? Or upon what motive can he 


d who will not become more happy by doing his duty ? 


Many of thoſe to, whom this bill is propoſed to extend, have raiſed 


vrtunes at the expence of their eaſe, and at the hazard of their lives; 


nd now fit at reſt, enjoying the memory of their paſt hardſhips, and 
nciting others to the proſecution of the ſame adventures: how will 


be more reaſonable to drag theſe men from their houſes, than to 
ſize any other gentleman upon his own eſtate? And how negligently 


vill our navigation and our commerce be promoted, when it is diſ- 
covered that either wealth cannot be gained by them; or, if ſo gain- 


ed, cannot be enjoyed. 

But it is {till urged, Sir, that there is a neceſſity of manning the 
feet; a neceſſity which indeed cannot totally be denied, though a 
ſhort delay would produce no frightful conſequences, would expoſe 


u to no invaſions, nor diſable us from proſecuting the war. Yet, as 


the neceſſity at leaſt deſerves the regard of the legiſlature, let us con- 
der what motives have hitherto gained men over to the publick ſer- 
vice; let us examine how our land forces are raiſed, and how our 


merchants equip their ſhips. How is all this effected without mur- 


murs, mutinies, or diſcontent, but by the natural and eaſy method 
of offering rewards ? 

It may be objected, Sir, that rewards have been already propoſed 
without effect; but, not to mention the corrupt arts which have 
been made uſe of to elude that promiſe, by rejecting thoſe that came 
to claim them, we can infer from their inefficacy only, that they 


were too ſmall ; that they were not ſufficient to dazzle the attention, 


ad withdraw} it from the proſpect of the diſtant advantages which 


| may ariſe from the ſervice of the merchants. Let the reward there- 


fore be doubled, and if it be not then ſufficient, doubled anew. There 
i nothing but may be bought, if an adequate price is offered; and 
ve are therefore to raiſe the reward till it ſhall be adjudged by the 
leilors equivalent to the inconveniencies of the ſervice. 

Let no man urge that this is profuſion ; that it is a breach of our 
truſt, and a prodigality of the publick money. Sir, the money thus 
paid is the price of liberty; it is diſburſed to hinder ſlavery from en- 
coaching, to preſerve our natural rights from infraction, and the 


conſtitution of our country from violation, If we vote away the 


+ -; privilege 
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privilege of one claſs among us, thoſe of another may quickly be de. 
manded ; and ſlavery will advance by e, till the laſt remains of 
freedom ſhall be loft. 

But perhaps, Sir, it will appear upon refleQion, that even this me. 
thod needs not to be practiſed. It is well known, that it is not ne. 
ceſſary for the whole crew of a ſhip to be expert ſailors ; there mug 
be ſome novices, and many whoſe employment has more of labour 
than of art, We.have now a-numerous army which burthens our 
country, without defending it, and from whom we may therefore 
draw ſupplies for the fleet, and diſtribute them amongſt the ſhips in 
| Juſt proportions ; they may immediately affiſt the ſeamen, and wil 
become able in a ſhort time to train up others. 

It will doubtleſs, Sir, be objected to this propoſal, that the con- 


tinent is in confuſion, and that we ought to continue ſuch a force az 


may enable us to aſſiſt our allies, maintain our influence, and turn the 


ſcale of affairs in the neighbouring countries, I know not how we 
are indebted to our allies, or by what ties we are obliged to aff 
thoſe who never aſſiſted us; nor ean I, upon mature conſide- 
ration, think it neceſſary to be always gazing on the continent, watch- 
ing the motions of every potentate, and anxiouſly attentive to every 
revolution. There is no end, Sir, of obviating contingencies, of 
attempting to ſecure ourſelves from every poſſibility of danger, 
am indeed deſirous that our friends, if any there be that deſerve that 
name, ſhould ſucceed in their deſigns, and be protected in their 
claims; but think it ought always to be remembered, that our own 
affairs affect us immediately, theirs only by Re Stark z and that 
the neareſt danger is to be firſt regarded. | 

With reſpect to the amendment offered to this clauſe, I cannot 
ſee that it will produce any advantage, nor think any evidence ſuff- 
cient to juſtify the breach of our conſtitution, or ſubjeR any man to 
the hardſhip of having his dwelling entered by force. 

And, Sir, I am not entirely ſatisfied of the impartiality and equity 
with which it is promiſed that this law will be put in execution, or 
what new influence is to co-operate with this law, by which cor- 
ruption and oppreſſion will be prevented, 

It is well known, Sir, that many other laws are made ineffeQual 
by partiality or negligence, which remarkably appears by the im- 
menſe quantities of corn that are daily carried into foreign countries, 
by illegal exportations, by which traffic I am informed that we ob- 


tain moſt of our foreign gold, which in reality is paid us for corn by 


the 
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de Dutch; though it is ſtudiouſly repreſented to the nation as gained 
y our traffic with Portugal. Who can aſſure us that this law will not 
| heperverted after the example of others? And that. there will not be 
vretches found that may employ it to the extortion of money, or. 
he gratification of revenge? | | 

Thus, Sir, I have ſhewn by what means our fleet may now be 
equipped, and how a ſupply of ſailors may be perpetuated ; for I ean- 
not think how the boys which are educated in charity ſchools can 
de more properly employed; a proportion may be eaſily ſelected for 
the ſervice, who will benefit the publick much more than by ſerving 
harpers and attornies, and pilforing either at low gaming wi or 
in the inns of court. 

dince therefore it is not pretended, Sir, that this bill can be juſti- 
hed otherwiſe than by neceſſity, and it appears that ſupplies may be 
niſed by other means; ſince, inſtead of inereaſing and encouraging 
ſamen, nothing is propoſed that does not manifeſtly tend, by de- 
preſſing and harrafling them, to diminiſh their numbers; I think 
it reaſonable! to declare that I ſhall continue to oppoſe it, and hope 
that every friend of liberty, « or commerce, will concur in the op- 
poſition. | | | 
Sir RoBRRT WALPOLE ſpoke next, to the following effect: Sir, 
[have conſidered the bill before us with the utmoſt impartiality, and 
[can ſee no reaſon to apprehend that it will produce ſuch univerſal 
liſcontent, and give occaſion to ſo many abuſes, as the honourable 
zentlemen by whom is is oppoſed, appear to ſuſpect. It is not un- 
common, Sir, in judging of future events, and tracing effects from 
cauſes, for the moſt ſagacious to be miſtaken. 

The ſafeſt method of conjecturing upon the future, is to Gauer the 
paſt, for it is always probable, that from like cauſes like conſequences 
will ariſe, Let us therefore, Sir, examine what injuſtice or oppreſ- 
fon has been hitherto produced by laws of the ſame kind. 

The power of Tarching, however it is now become the ſubject of 
bud exclamation and pathetic harangues, is no new invaſion of the 
rights of the people, but has been already granted in its utmoſt extent, 
for an end of no greater importance than the preſervation of the game : 
this formidable authority has been already truſted to the magiſtrate, 
and the nation has been already ſubjected to this inſupportable tyran- 
Dy, only leſt the hares and partridges ſhould be deſtroyed, and gentle- 


men be obliged to diſband their hounds and diſmiſs their ſetting dogs. 
* Yet 
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Yet, Sir, even with regard to this power thus exorbitant, and thu, 
lightly granted, I have heard no general complaints, nor believe tha 
it is looked upon as a grievance by any, but thoſe whom it reſtrain; 
from living upon the game, and condemns to maintain themſelyg 
by a more honeſt and uſeful induſtry. | 
911 hope, Sir, thoſe that think this law for the preſervation of their 
amuſement rational and juſt, will have at leaſt the ſame regard to 
the defence of their country, and will not think their veniſon de. 
ſerves greater ſollicitude, than their fortunes and their liberties, 

Nor is it difficult, Sir, to produce inſtances of the exerciſe of this 
power for the end which is now propoſed, without any conſequen. 
ces that ſhould diſcourage us from repeating the experiment. I haye 
now in my hand a letter, by which the mayor and aldermen of Briſto 
are empowered to ſeize all the ſailors within the bounds of their 
juriſdiction, which order was executed without any outcries of op- 
preſſion, or apprehenſions of the approach of ſlavery. | 

That this law, Sir, will be always executed with the ſtricteſt impar. 
tiality, and without the leaſt regard to any private purpoſes, cannot 
indeed be demonſtratively proved ; every law may poſlibly be abuſe 
by a combination of profligates ; but it muſt, I think, be granted that 
it is drawn up with all the caution that reaſon, or juſtice, or the cor- 
ruption of the preſent age requires. I know not what can be con. 
trived better than an aſſociation of men unlikely to concur in their 
views and intereſts : a juſtice, of the peace, a lieutenant of a ſhip, and 
a commiſſioner of the navy, three men probably unknown to each 
other, and of which no one will be at all ſollicitous to deſire the rel 
to unite to commit a crime to which no temptation can be readiy 
imagined, 

This caution, Sir, which cannot but be approved, and which 
ſurely is ſome proof of judgment and conſideration, ought in ny 
opinion to have exempted the bill, and thoſe by whoſe aſſiſtance i 
was drawn up, from the reproachful and indecent charge of abſur- 
dity, ignorance, and incapacity ; terms which the dignity of thi 
aſſembly does not admit, even when they are inconteſtably juſt, and 
which ſurely ought not to be made uſe of when the queſtion | is of 1 
doubtful nature. I 

The gentlemen, Sir, who are now intruſted with publick em. 
ployments, have never yet diſcovered that they are inferior to thei 
predeceſſors in knowledge or intregrity ; nor do their charaCts 
f ſuffe 
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ufer any diminution by a compariſon with thoſe who vilify and tra- 
quce them. 1 

Thoſe, Sir, that treat others with "TH eee contempt, ought 
ſurely to give ſome illuſtrious proof of their own abilities ; and vet 
* we examine what has been produced on this queſtion; we ſhall 
nd no reaſon to. admire their ſagacity or their knowledge, | 

We have been told, Sir, that the fleet might properly be manned 
by a detachment from the army, but it has not been proved that we 
have any ſuperfluous forces in the kingdom, nor, indeed, will our 
amy be found ſufficiently numerous, if by neglecting to equip our 
fret, we give our enemies an opportunity of entering our country. 

f it be enquired what neceſſity there is for our preſent forces ? What 
expeditions are deſigned ? Or' what ay are feared ? I ſhall not 
think it my duty to return any anſwer, It is, Sir, the great unhap- 
pineſs of our conſtitution, that our deferminations cannot be kept 
ſecrer, and that our enemies may always form conjectures of our 
deſigns, by knowing our preparations ; but ſurely more is not to be 
publiſhed than neceſſity extorts, and the government has e to 
conceal what it would injure the nation to diſcover, 8 

Nor can I, Sir, approve the method of levying ſailors by the in- 
citement of an exorbitant reward, a reward to be augmented at the 
pleaſure of thoſe who are to receive it. For what can be the con- 
{quence of ſuch prodigality, but that thoſe to whom the largeſt ſum 
is offered, will yet refuſe their ſervice in expectation of a greater, 
The reward already propoſed is, in my opinion, the utmoſt ſtretch 
ef liberality ; and all beyond may be cenſured as profuſion, 

It is not to be imagined, Sir, that all theſe objections were not 
made, and anſwered, in the reign of the late queen, when a bill of 
the ſame nature was propoſed ; they were anſwered at leaſt by the 
neceſſity of thoſe times, which neceſſity has now returned upon us. 

We do not find that it produced any conſequences ſo formidable 


| and deftruQive, that they ſhould for ever diſcourage us from attempt- 


ing to raiſe forces by the ſame means ; it was then readily enacted, 
and executed without oppoſition, and without complaints; nor do I 
believe that any meaſures can be propoſed of equal efficacy, and leſs 
ſeverity. | 

Mr, Sanpys replied in ſubſtance as follows :—Sir, whether the 
precedents produced in defence of this bill, will have more weight 


than the arguments, muſt be ſhewn by a careful examination, 
9 5 4 5 . 
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which will perhaps diſcover that the order ſent to the magiſtrates gr 

| Briſtol conveyed no new power, nor ſuch as is in any reſpect parallel 
to that which this bill is intended to confer, | 

They were only enjoined to enquire with more than uſual ſtrig. 
neſs, after ſtrollers and vagabonds, ſuch as the law has always ſub- 
jected to puniſhment, and ſend them to the fleet, inftead of any 
other place of correction; a method which may now be purſue 
without danger, oppoſition, or complaint. 

But for my part, TI am not able, upon the cloſeſt attention to the 
preſent ſcene of affairs, to find out the neceſſity of extraordinary 
methods of any kind, The fears of an invaſion from France, are, 
in my opinion, Sir, merely chimerical ; from their fleet in America 
the coaſts of Britain have nothing to fear, and after the numerous 
levies of ſeamen by which it was fitted out, it is not yet probable 
that they can ſpeedily ſend out. another. We know, Sir, that the 
number of ſeamen depends upon the extent of commerce, and 
ſurely there is as yet no ſuch diſproportion between their trade and 
ours, as that they ſhould: be able to furniſh out a naval armament 
with much greater expedition than ourſelves. 

In America our forces are at leaſt equal to theirs, ſo that it is not 
very probable, that after the total deſtruction of our fleet by them, 
they ſhould be ſo little injured, as to be able immediately to ſet ſail 
for the channel, and inſult us in our own ports; to effect this, 
Sir, — 5 muſt not only conquer us, but conquer us without reſiſt- 
ance, .. 

If . do not interrupt us in our attempts, nor expoſe emſela 
to an engagement, they may indeed return without ſuffering great 
damages, but I know not how they can leave the ſhores of America 
unobſerved, or pour an unexpected invaſion upon us. If they con- 
tinue there, Sir, they cannot hurt us, and when they return, we may 
prepare for their reception. 

There are men, I know, Sir, who have reaſon to think highly of 
the French policy, and whoſe ideas may be exalted to a belief that 
they can perform impoſſibilities; but I have not yet prevailed upon 
myſelf to conceive that they can act inviſibly, or that they can equip 
a fleet by ſorcery, collect an army in a moment, and defy us on oui 
own coaſt, without any preceptible preparations, 

Then Admiral WAGER ſpoke thus :—The calamit ies produced by 
diſcord and contention, need not to be pointed out, but it may be 
proper 
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proper to reflect upon the bonſsqvetkere of a houſe divided againſt i it- 
ell, that we may endeavour to avoid them. 


Unanimity is produced by nothing more powerful than by impend- 


ing danger, and therefore it may be uſeful to ſhew thoſe who ſeem at 
preſent in profound ſecurity that the power of F rance is more formi- 
able than they are willing: to allow. | | 

My age, Sir, enables me to remember many tranſactions of the 
wars in the late reigns, to which many gentlemen are ftrangers, 
or of which = have anz imperfect ideas from hiſtory and tra- 
dition. | 
In the ſecond year of the reign of William, the French gained 
2 victory over the united fleets of the maritime powers, which gave 
them for the ſummer following the dominion of the channel, ena- 


bled them to ſhut up our merchants in their ports, and produced a 


total ſuſpenſion of our commerce. 
Thoſe, Sir, to whom the importance of trade is ſo well known, 


will eaſily apprehend the weight of this calamity, and will, I hope, 
reject no meaſures that have a manifeſt tendency to prevent it. 

Our ſhips, Sir, do not lie uſeleſs becauſe there is any want of 
ſeamen in the nation, but becauſe any ſervice is preferred to that of 
the publick. a | 

There are now, to my knowledge, i in one town on the weſt coaſt, no 
fewer than twelve hundred failors, of which ſurely a third part may be 


juſtly claimed by the publick intereſt ; nor do I know why they who. 


obſtinately refuſe to ſerve their country, ſhould be treated with ſo 
much tenderneſs. It is more reaſonable that they ſhould ſuffer by 
their refuſal, than that the general happineſs ſhould be endangered. 

Mr. SoUTHWELL ſpoke next, to the following purpoſe :—Sir, 
when any authority ſhall be lodged in my hands to be exerciſed for 
the publick benefit, I ſhall always endeavour to exert it with honeſty 
and diligence ; but will never be made the inſtrument of oppreſſion, 
nor execute any commiſſion of tyranny or injuſtice, 

As therefore the power of ſearching is to be placed in the hands 
of juſtices of the peace, I think it neceſſary to declare that I will 
never perform ſo hateful a part of the office, and that if this bill be- 
comes a law, I will retire from the place to which my authority 
is limited, rather than Sen to the*miſeries of my fellow - ſub- 
jects. 


Mr. LIT TE ETON poke as follows WO all the arguments which 
have 
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282 Dr n A on Iuanen 9, 1774 
have * offered in 1 ſupport of this bill, are reduced at laſt to one their ob 
conſtant aſſertion of the neceſſity of paſſing it. Not b. 
We have been told, Sir, with great acuteneſs, that a war cannot But x 
be carried on without men, and that ſhips are uſeleſs without ſailors; expedie! 
and from thence it is inferred that the bill is neceſſary. : deſign | 
That forces are by ſome means neceſſary to be raiſed, the warmeſt that all 


ojipenents of the bill will not deny, but they cannot therefore allow vleleſs c 
the inference, that the methods now propoſed are neceſſary, 


: en, Ar 

* They are of opinion, Sir, that cruel and oppreſſive meaſures can delle 
never be juſtified, till all others have been tried without effect; they farther | 
| think that the law, when it was formerly paſſed, was unjuſt, and ate I ſup} 
| convinced by obſerving that it never was revived, and that it was ſhall wi 

| by experience diſcovered to be uſeleſs. in prop 
„ Neceſſity, abſolute neceſſity, is a formidable ſound, and may and ind 
„ tenrify the weak and timorous into filence and compliance; 3 but it but fea 
4 will be found upon reflection, to be often nothing but an idle feint, than th 
| to amuſe and to delude us, and that what is repreſented as neceſlary This 
| to the publick, is only ſomething convenient to men in power. (anRio! 
3 Neceſſity, Sir, has heretofore been produced as a plea for that quire; 


which could be no otherwiſe defended. In the days of Charles the non of 
Firſt, ſhip- money was declared to be legal, becauſe it was neceſſary. to all le 
5 Such was the reaſoning of the lawyers, and the determination of the How 
1 | Judges ; but the ſenate, a ſenate of patriots | without fear, and that of 
_ without corruption, and influenced only by a fincere regard for the eil?! A 
public, were of a different opinion, and neither admitted the lawful- 


decrees 

neſs nor neceſſity. ; | limited 

9 Ie will become us on this occaſion to aR with equal vigour, and perior t 
0 


| convince our countrymen, that we proceed upon the ſame principles, j 
and that the Jiberties of the people are our chief care. 


0 cuſe b 
4, | | I hope we ſhall unite in defeating any attempts that may impair the 1 
1 rights which every Briton boaſts as his birth-right, and reject a lay fs 
1 4 | which will be equally dreaded. and deteſted with the > ORE of the pu' 
13 Spain. and ca] 

* Sir WILLIAM wa ſpoke next, to this effect: Sir, thous) out gre 

| many particular clauſes of this bill have been diſapproved and op- Mr. 
x8 | . poſed, ſome with more, and ſome with leſs reaſon, yet the committee public 
| 11 | has hitherto agreed that a bill for this purpoſe is neceſſary in the pre- preſent 


ſent ſtate of our affairs; upon this principle we have procceded thus ES 


far, ſeveral gentlemen have propoſed their opinions, e tration 
thei 
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their obſervations, and laboured as in an affair univerſally admitted t 0 
he of high importance to the general proſperity, | | 
But now, Sir, when ſome of the difficulties are ſurmounted, ſome 
expedients luckily ſtruck out, ſome objections removed, and the great 
deſign brought nearer to execution, we are on a ſudden informed, 
that all our labour is ſuperfluous, that we are amuſing ourſelves with 
uſeleſs conſultations, providing againſt calamities that can never hap- 
pen, and raiſing bulwarks without an enemy; that therefore the 
queſtion before us .is of no importance, and the bill ought without 

father examination to be totally rejected. 

[ ſuppoſe, Sir, J ſhall be readily believed, when I declare that I 
ſhall willingly admit any arguments that may evince our ſafety ; but 
in proportion as real freedom from danger is to be deſired, a ſupine 
and indolent neglect of it is to be dreaded and avoided ; and I cannot 
but fear that our enemies are more formidable, and more malicious, 
than the gentlemen that oppoſe this bill have repreſeated them. 

This bill can only be oppoſed upon the ſuppoſition that it gives a 
ſanction to ſeverities more rigorous than our preſent circumſtances re- 
quire ; for nothing can be more fallacious or invidious than a compa=- 
riſon of this law with the demand of ſhip-money, a demand contrary 
to all law,” and enforced by the manifeſt exertion of arbitrary power. 

How has the conduct of his preſent majeſty any reſemblance with 
that of Charles the Firſt ? Is any money levied by order of the coun- 
cil? Are the determinations of the judges ſet in oppoſition to the 
decrees of the ſenate ? Is any man injured in his property by an un- 
limited extenſion of the prerogative ? or any tribunal eſtabliſhed ſu- 
perior to the laws of the nation? 

To draw parallels, Sir, where there is no reſemblance, and to àe- 
cuſe by inſinuations where there is no ſhadow of a crime, to raiſe 
outcries when no injury is attempted, and to deny a real neceſſity be- 


| cauſe it was once pretended for a bad purpoſe, is ſurely not to advance 


the publick ſervice, which can only be promoted by juſt reaſonings 
and calm reflections, not by ſophiſtry and ſatire, by inſinuations with- 
out ground, and by inſtances beſide the purpoſe. 

Mr. LIT TI ETON anſwered :—Sir, true zeal for the ſervice of the 
publick is never diſcovered by colluſive ſubterfuges and malicious re- 
preſentations : a mind attentive to the common good, would hardly on 
an occaſion like this, have been at leiſure to pervert an harmleſs illuſ- 
tration, and extract diſaffection from a caſual remark, _- * 
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284 [Marcy 9, 
It is, indeed, not impoſſible, Sir, that I might expreſs myſelf ob. 
ſeurely, and it may be therefore neceſſary to declare that I intended 
no diſreſpectful reflection on the conduct of his majeſty, but muſt ob. 
ſerve at the ſame time that obſcure or inaccurate expreſſions ought a}. 
ways to be interpreted in the moſt inoffenſive meaning, and that to be 
too ſagacious in diſcovering concealed infinuations, i is no o great proof 
of ſuperior integrity. 5 
Wiſdom, Sir, is ſeldom captious, and honeſty ſeldom ſuſpicious; 
a man capable of comprehending the whole extent of a queſtion, dif. 
dains to divert his attention by trifling obſervations, and he that iz 
above the practice of little arts, or the motions of petty malice, does 
not eaſily imagine them incident to another. 
That in the queſtion of ſhip-money neceſſity was pretended, cannot 


be denied; and therefore all that I afferted, which was only that the 


nation had been once terrified without reaſon, by the formidable 
found of neceſſity, is evident and unconteſted. 

When a fraud has once been praQtifed, it is of uſe to remember i it, 
that we may not twice be deceived by the ſame artifice, and there- 
fore I mentioned the plea of neceſſity, that ir _ bo enquired whe- 
ther it is now more true than before. 

That the ſenate, Sir, and not the judges, is now applied to, isno 
proof of the validity of the arguments which have been produced; 


for in the days of ſhip-money, the conſent of the ſenate had been 


aſked had there been any proſpeR of obtaining it; but the court had 
been convinced by frequent experiments, of the inflexibility of the 


| ſenate, and deſpaired of influencing them by MAIER of advantage, 


or intimidating them by frowns or menaces. 

May this and every future ſenate imitate their conduQ, and, like 
them, diſtinguiſh between real and pretended neceſſity; and let not 
us be terrified by idle clamours into the eſtabliſhment of a law at 
once uſeleſs and oppreſſive, 

Sir Wu. YONGE replied :--Sir, that I did not intend to miſrepreſent 
the meaning of the honourable gentleman, I hepe it is not neceſſary 
to declare; and that I have in reality been guilty of any miſrepre- 


ſentation, I am not yet convinced. If he did not intend a parallel 


between ſhip-money and the preſent bill, to what purpoſe was his 
obſervation ? And if he did intend it, was it not proper to ſhew there 
was no reſemblance, and that all which could be inferred from it was 
therefore fallacious and inconclufive ? | 
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Nor do I only differ, Sir, in opinion with the honourable pentle- 


nan with relation to his compariſon of meaſures, which have nothing 


n common with each other; but will venture to declare, that he is 
not more accurate in his citations from hiſtory. The king did not 
apply to the judges, becauſe the ſenate would not have granted him 
the money that he demanded, but becauſe his chief ambition was to 
govern the nation by the prerogative alone, and to free himſelf and 
his deſcendants from ſenatorial enquiries. 

That this account, Sir, is juſt, I am confident the hiſtories of 
thoſe times will diſcover z and thekefore any invidious compariſon be- 
tween that ſenate and any other, is without foundation in reaſon or 
in truth. | | 

Mr. BaTHURST ſpoke as follows: —Sir, that this law will eaſily 
zamit, in the execution of it, ſuch abuſes as will over- balance the 
benefits, may readily be proved; and it will not be conſiſtent with 
that regard to the publick expected from us by thoſe whom we repre- 
ſent, to enact a law which may n become an nn of ap- 
preſſion. ; 
The ſervant by whom I am now attended, may be termed, accord- 
ing to the determination of the vindicators of this bill, a ſeafaring 
man, having been once in the Weſt⸗ Indies, and he may therefore be 
forced from my ſervice and dragged into a ſhip by the authority of a. 
juſtice of the peace, perhaps of ſome abandoned proſtitute, dignified 
with a commiſſion only to influence elections, and awe * whom 
exciſes and riot acts cannot ſubdue. 

| think it, Sir, not improper to declare, that I would by force op- 
poſe the execution of a law like this; that I would bar my doors and 
defend them; that I would call my neighbours to my aſſiſtance; and 
treat thoſe who ſhould attempt to enter without my conſent, as 
thieves, ruffians, and murderers. 

Lord GaGe ſpoke to this effect: — Sir, it is wal known that <4 
the laws of this nation poverty is in ſome degree conſidered as 
crime, and that the debtor has only this advantage over the ads that 
he cannot be purſued into his dwelling, nor be forced from the ſhel- 
ter of his own houſe, : 

think it is univerltally agreed, that the condition of a man in debt is 
aready ſufficiently miſerable, and that it would be more worthy of the 
legiſlative power to contrive alleviations of his hardſhips than additions 


tothem ; and it ſeems therefore no inconſiderable objection to this 
dill, 
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ball, that by conferring the power of entering houſes by foree, it ma 

give the harpies of the law an opportunity of entering, in the tumult 
of an impreſs, and of dragging a debtor to a noiſome priſon, unde; 
pretence of forcing ſailors into the ſervice of the crown. 

Mr. TRAcEx then faid :—Sir, that ſome law for the ends propo- 
fed by the bill before us is neceſſary, I don't ſee how we can doubt, 
after the declarations of the admirals, who are fully acquainted with 
the ſervice for which proviſion is to be made, and of the miniſtry, 
whoſe knowledge of the preſent ſtate of our own ſtrength, and the 
deſigns of our enemies, is doubtleſs more exact than they can acquire 
who are not engaged in publick employments. 

If therefore the meaſures now propoſed are neceſſary, though they may 
not be agreeable to the preſent diſpoſitions of the people, for whoſe 


preſervation they are intended, I ſhall think it my duty to concur 


in them, that the publick ſervice may not be retarded, nor the ſafe- 
ty of a whole nation hazarded, by a ſcrupulous attention to minute 
objections. bg 
Mr. Caurz TIL ſpoke as follows :—Sir, I have often amidſt my 
elogies on Britiſh liberty, and my declarations of the excellence of 
our conſtitution, the impartiality of our government, and the effi- 
cacy of our laws, been reproached by foreigners with the practice 
of impreſſes, as an hardſhip which would raiſe a rebellion in abſo- 
Jute monarchies, and kindle thoſe nations into madneſs, that have for 
many ages known no .other law than the will of their princes, A 
hardſhip which includes impriſonment and flavery, and to which 
therefore no aggravations ought to be added, 

But if juſtice and reaſon, Sir, are to be overborne by necellty? if 


neceſſity is to ſtop our ears againſt the complaints of the oppreſſed, 


and harden our hearts at the fight of their miſery, let it at leaſt not 
deſtroy our memories, nor deprive us of the advantages of experience. 

Let us enquire, Sir, what were the effects of this hateful authority 
when 'it was formerly conſigned to the magiſtrates. Were our fleets 
mann'd in an inſtant ? Were our harbours immediately crouded with 
failors? Did we ſurprize our enemies by our expedition, and make 
conqueſts before an invaſion could be ſuſpected? I have heard, Sir, 
of no ſuch confequences, nor of any advantages which deſerved to 
be purchaſed by tyranny and oppreſſion. We have found that very 
few were procured by the magiſtrates, and the charge of ſeizing and 
cenveying was very conſiderable, and therefore cannot but conclude 
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that illegal meaſures which have been once tried without ſucceſs, 
hould, for a double reaſon, never be revived, | 
Sir Jod BARN ARD ſpoke to this effect: 81 © it is not without | 
regret that I riſe ſo often on this occaſion : for to diſpute with thoſe 
whoſe determinations are not influenced by reaſon, is aridiculoustalk, 
j tireſome labour, without prof, pect of reward. vid 
But as an honourable: gentleman has lately remarked, that by 4 
dying the neceſſity of the bill, inſtead of making objections to par- 
ticular clauſes, the whole deſign of finding expedients to ſupply the 
{a ſervice is at once defeated; I think it neceſlary to remind him, 
that I have made many objections to this bill, and ſupported them by 
reaſons which have not yet been anſwered. But I ſhall now no lon- 
ger confine my remarks to ſingle errors, but obſerve that there is one 
general defect, by which the whole bill is made abſurd and uſeleſs, 
For the foundation of a law like this, Sir, the deſcription of a 
ſaman ought to be accurately laid down, it ought to be declared 
what acts (hall ſubject him to that denomination, and by. what means, 
after having once inlitted himſelf in this unhappy claſs of men, he 
may withdraw into a more ſecure and happy ſtate of life. 
ls a man, who has once only loſt ſight of the ſhore, to be for ever 
hunted as a ſeaman ? Is a man, who by traffic has enriched a family, 
to be forced from his poſſeſſions by the authority of an impreſs ? Is a 
man, who has purchaſed an eſtate, and ,built a ſeat, to ſolicit the 
admiralty for a protection from the neighbouring conſtable ? Such 
queſtions as theſe, Sir, may be aſked, which the bill before us will | 
enable no man to anſwer. _ o 
If a bill for this purpoſe be truly neceſſary, let it at leaſt be freed 
from ſuch offenſive abſurdities, let it be drawn up in a form as dif- 
ferent as is poſſible from that of the bill before us, and at laſt I am 
far from imagining that a law will be contrived not injurious to in- 


| dividuals, nor detrimental to the publick; not contrary to the firſt 


principles of our eſtabliſhment, and not loaded with folly and abſur- 
Cities, | 
Mr. VĩNER then ſpoke ;—Sir, a definition of a ſeaman is ſo ne- 
ceſſary in a bill for this purpoſe, that the omiſſion of it will defeat all 
the methods that can be ſuggeſted. How. ſhall a law be executed, 
or a penalty inflicted, when the magiſtrate has no certain marks 
whereby he may diſtinguiſh a- criminal? and when even the man 


that is proſecuted may not be conſcious of guilt, or know that 
| the 
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the law extended to him, which he is charged with having of. 


fended. 
If, in defining a feaman on the preſent occaſion, it be thought pro. 


per to have any regard to the example of our predeceſſors, whoſe wir. 
dom has in this debate been ſo much magnihed ; it may be obſeryeq 


that a ſeaman has been formerly defined, à man who haunts the ſeas 


a definition which ſeems to imply habit, and continuance, and not 
to comprehend a man who has ITS never oY more than a unge 


voyage. 


But though this definition, Sir, ſhould be added to the. amend. 
ments already propoſed, and the bill thereby be brought ſomewhat 
nearer to the conſtitutional principles of our government; I cannot 


| yet think it fo much rectified, as that the hardſhips will not out. 


weigh the benefits, and therefore ſhall continue to oppoſe the bill, 
though to ſome particular clauſes I ng no objection. 


The term ſeafaring man was left out: and the ſeveral amendments 
were admitted in the committee, but the clauſes themſelves, to 
the number of eleven, were given up on the report. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Y | 5 March 10, N 


be commons reſolved their houſe into a committee, 10 conſe der the bill for 

the encouragement of ſailors, when admiral W AGER. offered a clauſe 

| by which 71 was to be enacted, · That no merchants, or bodies corpo- 

rate or politic, ſhall hire ſailors at higher wages than thirty. five 

frullings for the month, on pain of forfeiting the treble value of 1h! 

ſum ſoagreed for ; which Iaw was to commence after fifteen days, and 

continue for a time to be agreed on by the as ad 5 Lo ter = 10 
the following purpoſe :— 

/ 
SIR, the neceflity of this clauſe muſt be ſo apparent to every gen- 


tleman acquainted with naval and commercial affairs, that as no op- 
poſition can be apprehended, 8 few arguments will be 9 to 
introduce it. 
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How much the publick calamities of war are improved by the 


falors to their own private- advantage, how generally they ſhun the _ 


qublick ſervice, in hopes of receiving exorbitant wages from the 
merchants, and how much they extort from the merchants, by 
threatening to leave their ſervice for that of the crown, is univerſally 
known to every eve of ths navy; and * commander of 2 
mding veſſe ß 22g ys | | 

A law therefore, Sir, to reſtrain them in time of war from ſuch 
exorbitant demands, to deprive them of thoſe proſpects which have 
often no other effect than to lull them in idleneſs, while they ſkulk 
about in expeQation of higher wages, and to hinder them from de- 
teiring themſelves, embarraſſing the merchants, and neglecting the 
general intereſt of their country, is undoubtedly juſt. It is juſt, Sir, 
becauſe in regard to the publick it is neceſſary to prevent the greateſt 
calamity that can fall upon a people, to preſerve us from receiving | 
Laws from the moſt implacable of our enemies; and it is juſt, becauſe 
with reſpe& to particular men it has no 5 tendency. but t to ſuppreſs 
idleneſs, fraud, and extortion. ks; 

Mr. HexRy Fox ſpoke next :=—Sir, T haye no objection to any 
part of this clauſe, except the day propoſed for the commencement 
to make a hw againſt any pernicious practice, to which there are 
ſtrong temptations, and to give thoſe whole intereſt may incite them 
to it, time to effect their ſchemes, before the law ſhall begin to oye 
ate, ſeems not very conſiſtent with wiſdom or vigilance. 

It is not denied, Sir, that the merchants are betrayed by that re- 
gard to private intereſt which prevails too frequently over nobler 
views, to bribe away from the ſervice of the crown, by large rewards, 
thoſe ſailors whoſe aſſiſtance is now ſo neceſſary to the publick, and 
therefore it is not to be imagined that they will not employ their ut- 
moſt diligence to improve the interval which the bill allows in making 


contracts for the enſuing year, and that the ſailors will not eagerly 


engage themſelves before this al ſhall A their nn of _ 
vantage, | 

As therefore to make no Jas; 40 to make a law that will not be 
obſerved, is in conſequence the ſame, and the time allowed by the 
cauſe, as it now ſtands, may make the whole proviſion ineffectual, 
it is my opinion, that either it ought to begin to operate to-morrow, 
or that we ought to leaye the whole affalr 3 in its preſent ſtate, Fr 


Vor. I. 8 U Then 


D E B A T. E ON 


0 [Macy 10 
Then Sir RoßRRT WALPOLE ſpoke as follows: — Sir, nothing 
1 a greater appearance of injuſtice, than to puniſh men by virtue 
of laws with which they were not acquainted; the law therefore is a. 
ways ſuppoſed to be known by thoſe who have offended. it, becauſe i 
is the duty of every man to know it; and certainly it ought to be the 
care of the legiſlature, that thoſe whom a law will affect, may hay 
a poſſibility of knowing it, and that thoſe may not be puniſhed fo 
failing in their duty, whom nothing but inevitable i Ignorance has be. 
trayed into offence. 
But if the operation of this law ſhould commence to-morroy, 
what numbers may break it, and ſuffer by the breach of it involunta. 
Tily,' and without deſign; and how ſhall we vindicate ourſelves fron 
having been. acceſſary to the crime which we cenſure and puniſh ? 
Mr. Fox replied :—9ir, I ſhall not urge in defence of my motion 
what is generally known and has been freq uently inculcated in all de. 
bates upon this bill, that private conſiderations ought: always to give 
way to the neceſſities of the publick ; for I think it ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that there is a diſtinction to be made between puniſhments and 
reſtraints, and that we never can be too early i in the prevention of per- 
nicious practices, though we may ſometimes delay to puniſh them. 
f The law will be known to-morrow to, far the greateſt number of 
thoſe who may be tem pted to defeat it, and if there be others that 
break it ignorantly, how will they find themſelves injured by being 
only obliged to pay leſs than they promiſed, which is all that I ſhould 
propoſe without longer warning. The debate upon this particul: 
will be at length reduced to a queſtion, whether a law for this pur- 
poſe is juſt and expedient ? If a law be neceſſary, it is neceſſary that 
it ſhould be executed, and it can be executed only by commencing 
to-morrow. 


Lord BAL TIMORE ſpoke thus :— Sir, it appears to me of no great 


importance how ſoon the operation of the law commences, or hoy 
Jong it is delayed, becauſe I ſee no reaſon for imagining that it wil 
at any time produce the effects propoſed by it. 

It has been the amuſement, Sir, of a great part of my life, to 
converſe with men whoſe inclinations or employments have made 
them well acquainted. with maritime affairs, and amidſt innumerable 
other ſchemes for the promotion of trade, have heard ſome for the 


regulation of wages in trading mnips; ſchemes, at the firſt appearande 
plauſide 
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plauſible and likely to ſucceed, but upon a nearer enquiry evidently | 
entangled with inſuperable difficulties, and never to be executed 
without danger of injuting the commerce of the nation. 

The clauſe, Sir, now before us contains, in my opinion, one of 
thoſe viſionary proviſions, which however infallible they may appear, 
will be eaſily defeated, and will have no other effect than to promote 
cunning and fraud, and to teach men thoſe acts of colluſion, with 
which they would otherwiſe never have been acquainted, 

Mr. Lop wick ſpoke to this effect: — Sir, I agree with the ho- 
nourable gentleman by whom this clauſe has been offered, that the 
end for which it is propoſed, is worthy of the cloſeſt attention of the 
legillative power, and that the evils, of which the prevention is now 
endeavoured, may in ſome. meaſure not only obſtruct our traffick,, 
but endanger our country; and ſhall therefore very readily concut 
in any meaſures for this purpoſs, that ſhall not ** either 3 
or ineffectual. | 

Whether this clauſe. will be ſulicient to reſtrain all eluſive con- 
tracts, and whether all the little artifices of intereſt are ſufficiently | 
obviated, I am yet unable to determine; but by a refleQion upon 
the multiplicity of relations to be conſidered, and the variety of 
circumſtances to be adjuſted in a proviſion of this kind, Lam inclined 
to think that it is not the buſineſs of a tranſient enquiry, or of a ſin- 
ple clauſe, but that it will demand a ſeparate law, and engage the 

deliberation and regard of this whole aſſembly. 

Sir JohN BARNARD faid :—Sir, notwithſtanding the impatience 
and reſentment with which ſome men ſee their miſtakes and ignorance 
detected, notwithſtanding the reverence which negligence and haſte 
are ſaid to be intitled to from this aſſembly, I ſhall declare once more, 
without the apprehenſion of being confuted, that this bill was drawn 
up without conſideration, and is defended without being underſtood; 
that after all the amendments which have been admitted, and all the 
additions propoſed, it will be oppreſſiye and ineffectual, a chaos of 
abſurdities, and a monument of ignorance. 

dir RoBERT WALPOLE replied :—Sir, the preſent buſineſs of this 
iſembl y is to examine the clauſe before us; but to deviate from ſo ne- 
ceſſary an enquiry into loud exclamations againſt the whole bill, is 
toobſtru the courſe of the debate, to perplex our attention, and 


interrupt the ſenate in-its deliberation upon. queſtions, in the de- 
931 termination 
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humanity. 


hauſted by honeſt induſtry, to drag them out with all the wantonneſ⸗ 
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termination of which the Ne of the Publick: Is Ops 6 con. 


cerned. 


The war, Sir, in which we are now engaged, nd; 1 may add, 
engaged by the general requeſt of the whole nation, can be pro- 
ſeeuted only by the aſſiſtance of the ſeamen, from whom it is not to 
be expected that they will ſacrifice their immediate advantage to the 
ſecurity of their country. Publick ſpirit, where it is to be found, i 


the reſult of reflection, refined by ſtudy and exalted by education, and 


is not to be hoped for among thoſe whom low fortune has condemned 
to perpetual drudgery. It muſt be therefore neceſſary to ſupply the 
defeAs'of education, and to produce by ſalutary coercions _ effec 
which it is vain to expect from other cauſes. 

That the ſervice of the ſailors will be ſet up to ſale by AR and 
that the merchants will bid againſt- the government, is inconteſtable; 
nor is there any doubt that they will be able to offer the higheſt 
price, becauſe they will take care to repay themſelves by raiſing the 


value of their goods. Thus, without ſome reſtraint upon the mer- 


chants, our enemies, who are not debarred by their form of govern- 
ment from any method which policy can invent, or abſolute power 
put in execution, will preclude all our defj 80s, and ſet at defiance 


nation ſuperior to themſelves. 


8. Jonn BARNARD then faid :—Sir, I think myſelf obliged by my 
duty to my country, and by my gratitude to thoſe by whoſe induſtry 
we are enriched, and by whoſe courage we are defended, to make 


once more a declaration, not againſt particular clauſes, not againſt 


ſingle eircumſtances, but againſt the whole bill; a bill unjuſt and 
oppteſſive, abſurd and ridiculous; ; a bill to harraſs the induſtrious and 


diſtrefs the honeſt, to puzzle the wiſe and add power to the cruel; 


bill which cannot be read without aſtoniſhment, nor paſſed ies 
the violation of our (confitturion, and an yo ag: of Prey and 

All theſe aſſertions will Need to be del only by a bare peruſal of 
this hateful bill, by which the meaneſt, the moſt worthleſs reptile, 


Exalted to a petty office by ſerving a wretch only ſuperior to him in 


fortune, is enabled to Auſh his authority by tyrannizing over thoſe 


who every hour deſerve the public acknowledgements of the commu- 


nity; to intrude upon the retreats of brave men, fatigued and ex- 
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ly "con, Wo groveling authority, and chain them to the oar . moment's 
ie, or perhaps oblige tifem. to purchaſe, with the gains of a dan- 
ay add, M eous voyage, or the plunder of an enemy lately conquered, a, 
be pro. bort interval to ſettle their affairs, or bid their children farewel. 
is not to Let any gentleman in this houſe, let thoſe, Sir, who now ſit at eaſe, 
e to the projecting laws of oppreſſion, and conferring upon their own laves ſuch 
und, is eentious authority, pauſe a few. moments, and i imagine themſelves Y 
on, ang WM cxpoſed to the ſame hardſhips by a power ſuperior to their own; let 
demned WM them conceive themſelves torn from the tenderneſs and careſſes of their 
ply the families by midnight irruptions, dragged in triumph through the 
effect; Wl fects by a deſpicable officer, and placed under the command of has 
__ Whip whom they have perhaps been already oppreſſed and inſulted. _ | 
n, and Way ſhould we imagine that the race of men for whom theſe. 


ſtable; cruelties are preparing, have leſs ſenſibility than ourſelves? Why, 
highet WM 0u)d we believe that they will ſuffer without complaint, and be in- 
jured without reſentment? Why ſhould we conceive that they will. 


ing the 

mer. Wl not at once deliver themſelves, and puniſh their oppreſſors, by deſert- 
wern- ing that country where they are conſidered as felons, and laying hold. 
power on thoſe rewards and privileges which no other government will deny, 


cen them? 4 ln i 4 - 18805 6 K 
This is indeed the oaks dan whatever may ha been the i in- 


T1 | 

luſtry fed ſagacity can diſcover any other method of diſcouraging navi- 
make gation than thoſe which are Crawn together in the bill before us, 
zainſt We firſt give our conſtables an authority to hunt the failors like 


| and WM thieves, and drive them by inceſſant purſuit out of the nation; but 
ſt any man ſhould by friendſhip, good fortune, or the power of 


3 and 

1; a WJ money, find means of ſtaying behind, we have with equal wiſdom 
hout MW condemned him to poverty and miſery; and left the natural courage 
and Noc bis profeſſion ſhould incite him to aſſiſt his country in the war, 

de contrived a method of precluding him from any advantage | 

il of MW that he might have the weakneſs to hope from his fortitude and 
tile, WM diligence. What more can be done, unleſs we at once prohibit 
in o ſeamen the uſe of the common enen or doom them to a ge- 
10ſe neral proſcription. 

nu- It is juſt that advantage, Sir, ſhould be proportioned to o the N 
ex- by which it is to be obtained, and therefore a ſailor has an honeſt 
eſs Rana to an advance of wages in time of war; it is neceſlary to ex- 


3 
A 


U 3 | - ; - Tits 


of : 


tention of the bill before us; for I know not whether the moſt re- 


| 
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cite expectation, and to fire ambition by the proſpect of great acqui. 
fitions, and by this proſpect it is that ſuch numbers are daily allured 


DBI AT 


to naval buſineſs, and that our privateers are filled with adventurer, 


The large wages which war makes neceſſary, are more powerful in. 
centives to thoſe whom impatience of poverty determines to change 
their ſtate of life, than the ſecure gains of peaceful. commerce, for 
the dangeris overlooked by a mind intent upon the profit. 

War is the harveſt of a ſailor, in which he is to ſtore proviſions for 
the winter of old age, and if we blaſt this + be will inevitably 
fink into indolence and cowardice, - 

Many of the ſailors are bred up to trades, or 8 of any labo. 
rious employment upon land; nor is there any reaſon for which they 
expoſe themſelves to the dangers of a ſeafaring life, but the hope of 
ſudden wealth, and ſome lucky ſeaſon in which they may improve 
their fortunes by a fingle effort. Is it reaſonable to believe that all 
- theſe will not rather have recourſe to their former callings, and live 
in ſecurity, though not in plenty, than encounter danger and 
poverty at once, 'and ace an enemy Whoa any FONG of recom- 
pence? 

Let any man recollect the ideas that bed in his mind upon heat- 
ing of a bill for encouraging and increaſing ſailors, and examine 
whether he had any expectation of expedients like theſe. I ſuppoſe 
it was never known before that men were to be encouraged by ſub- 
jecting them to peculiar penalties, or that to take away the gains of 


à profeſſion, was à method of eee it more generally ta. 


the people. | | 
But it is not of very great impartaiee to dwell FROG upon the im- 
propriety of this clauſe, which there is no poſſibility of putting in 
execution. That the merchants will try every method of eluding 
à law ſo prejudicial to their intereſt, may be eafily imagined, and a 
mind not very fruitful of evaſions, will diſcover that this law may be 
eluded by a thouſand artifices. If the merchants are reſtrained from 


allowing men their wages beyond a certain ſum, they will make con- 
tracts for the voyage, of which the time may very eaſily be computed, 
they may offer a reward for expedition and fidelity, they may pay a 
large ſum by way of advance, they may allow the ſailors part of the 
profits, or may offer money by a third hand. Fo fix the price of 
Wy commodity, of which the quaatiy and the uſe me vary their 
| proportion 
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proportions, is the moſt exceſſive degree of ignorance. No'man'can 
termine the price of corn, unleſs he can regulate the harveſt, Fg 
lep the number of the people for ever at a ſtand, * 15 

But let us ſuppoſe theſe methods as efficacious as their wot FP 
guine vindicators are deſirous of repreſenting them, it does not yet 
ppear that they are neceſſary, and to inflict hardſhips without ne- 
ceſſity, is by no means the practice of either wiſdom or benevolence, 
To tyrannize and compel is the low pleaſure of petty capacities, of 
narrow minds, ſwelled with the pride of uncontrolable authority, the 
wantonneſs of wretches who are inſenſible of the conſequences of 
their own actions, and of whom candour may perhaps determine, 
that they are only cruel becauſe they are ſtupid; | Let us not exalt 
into a precedent the moſt unjuſt and rigorous law of our predeceſſors, 
of which they themſelves declared their repentance, or confeſſed the 
inefficacy, by never reviving it; let us rather endeavour to gain the 
failors by lenity and moderation, and reconcile them to the ſervice of 
the crown by real encouragements ; for it is rational to imagine, that 
in proportion as men are diſguſted by injuries, mY will be won * 
kindneſs. 

There is one expedient, / Sir, which deſerves to be tried, and Pry 
which at leaſt more ſucceſs may be hoped than from cruelty, hunger, and 
perſecution. The ſhips that are now to be fitted out for ſervice, are 
thoſe of the firſt magnitude, which it is uſual to bring back into the 
ports in winter. Let us therefore promiſe to all ſeamen that ſhall 
voluntarily engage in them, beſides the reward already propoſed, a 
diſcharge from the ſervice at the end of fix or ſeven months. By 
this they will be releaſed from their preſent dread of perpetual ſlavery, 
and be certain, as they are when in the ſervice of the merchants, of 
a reſpite from their fatigues. The trade of the nation will be only 
interrupted for a time, and may be carried on in the winter months, 


and large ſums will be ſaved by CY the ſeamen when they can- 


not be employed. 
By adding this to the other methods of encouragement, and throw- 


ing aſide all rigorous and oppreſſive ſchemes, the navy may eaſily be 
manned,” our country protected, our commerce re-eſtabliſhed, and 


our enemies ſubdued z but to paſs the bill as it now ſtands, is to de- 


termine that trade ſhall ceaſe, and that no ſhip ſhall ſail out of m= 
river. 


Mr. PiTT ſpoke to the following purport Bir, it is common for 
U 4 thoſe 
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thoſe to have the greateſt regard to their own intereſt who diſcover 
the leaſt for that of others. I do not, therefore, deſpair of recalling 
the advocates of this bill from the proſecution of their favourite mea. 
ſures, by arguments of greater — than thoſe which a are n 
on reaſon and juſtice. | + Sf 
Nothing, Sir, is more evident, than that ſome — of reputa. 
tion is abſolutely neceſſary to men who have any concern in the ad- 
miniſtration of a government like ours; they muſt either ſecure 
the fidelity of their adherents by the aſſiſtance of wiſdom, or of vir. 
tue; their enemies muſt either be awed by their honeſty, or terrified 
by their cunning. Mere artleſs bribery will never gain a ſufficient 
majority to ſet them entirely free from apprehenſions of cenſure. To 
different tempers different motives muſt be applied: ſome, who place 
their felicity in being accounted wiſe, are in very little care to pre. 
ſerve the character of honeſty; others may be perſuaded to join in 
meaſures which they eaſily diſcover to be weak and il]-concerted, be- 


- cauſe” they are convinced that the authors of them are not corrupt 


but miſtaken, and are unwilling that any man ſhould be puniſhed 
for natural defects or caſual ignorance. 


I cannot ſay, Sir, which of theſe motives influence the advocates 
for the bill before us; a bill in which ſuch cruelties are propoſed as 


are yet unknown among the moſt ſavage nations, ſuch as ſlavery has 


not yet borne, or tyranny invented, ſuch as cannot be n an 


out reſentment, nor thought of without horror. 


It is, Sir, perhaps, not unfortunate, that one more expedient has 


been added rather ridiculous than ſhocking, and that theſe tyrants of 


the adminiſtration, who amuſe themſel ves with oppreſſing their fel- 
low ſubjects, who add without reluctance one hardſhip to another, 
Invade the liberty of thoſe whom they have already overborne with 
taxes, firſt plunder and then impriſon, who take all opportunities of 
- heightening the publick diſtreſſes, and make the miſeries of war the 


inſtruments of new oppreſſions, are too ignorant to be formidable, 
and owe their power not ta their abilities, but to caſual proſperity, or 


to the influence of money. 


The other clauſes of this bill, complicated at once with cruelty 


and folly, have been treated with becoming indignation ; but this 
may be conſidered with leſs ardout of reſentment, and fewer emotions 


of zeal, becauſe, though perhaps equally iniquitous, it will do no 
harm; for a law that can never be executed can never be felt. 


T hat | 
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| That it will conſume the manufacture of paper, and ſwell the 
hooks of ſtatutes; is all the good or hurt that a: be hoped or ſcared 
from 1 law like this; a law which fires what ia in its on nature 
nutable, which preſeribes rules to the ſeaſons and limits to the wind. 
nut: a well acquainted, Sir, with the diſpoſition of its two chief 
— to mention the contempt with which this law will be 
neated by poſterity, for they have already ſhe wn abundantly — 
ditegard of ſucceeding generations; but 1 will remind them, 
they are now venturing their whole intereſt at once, and hope they 
will recollect, before it, is too late, that thoſe who believe them to in- 
tend the happineſs of their eountry, will never *. confirmed in their | 
opinion by open cruelty and, notorious opprethon 548d that the "—_ | 
have only their own intereſt in view, will:he.afrad of adhering 0 
thoſe leaders, however old and practiſed in expedients, however 
ſtrengtheued by corruption, or elated with power, who wn 
to hope for ſucceſs from either their virtue or abilities. 2 
Mr. BarTHuURsT next ſpoke to this effect: Sir, the clauſe. _ 
under our conſideration is ſo inconſiderately drawn un, n oh : 
poſſible to read it in the molt curſory manner, without diſcovering: 
the neceſſity of numerous amendments : no malicious ſubtilties om 
artful deductions are required in raiſing objections to this 2 t 
bil, they etoud upon us without being fought, and, inſtead o TO 
agacity, weary our attention. | 
oo 2 ener or . one part of a aural and complicated 
error, is the computation of time not by days but by 1 _ 
which, as they are not equal one to another, may Oy $ "s _ | 
count between the ſailors and thoſe that employ them. w 
tracts of a ſhort duration, the time is to be reckoned . mY _ | 
days, by certain and regular periods, which has ane 3 = 
the practice of the ſeafaring men, that "o_ mw o ws — - 
no great importance, becauſe no man can be deprived W MN — 2 
than the wages due for the labour of a few days; but = _ 
of this clauſe i is. more ſerioully to be conſidered, as it — md 
ſailors with greater injuries : for it is to be enacted; that a . 
tracts made for more wages than are here allowed ſhall be totally 
W cannot be denied to be poſüble, and in my opinion it is very 


knowledge of 
likely, that many contracts will be made wichout the now _ 
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this law, and conſequently without any defign of violating it; but 
norance, inevitable ignorance, though it is a valid excuſe for every 
other man, is no plea for the unhappy failor ; he muſt ſuffer, though 
innocent, the penalty of a crime ; muſt undergo danger, hardſhips, 
and labour, without a recompenſe, and at the end of a ſucceſsful 


voyage, after having enriched his country by his induſtry, return 


homie to a neceſſitous family without being able to relieve them. 

It is ſearcely neceſſary, Sir, to raiſe any more objections to a clauſe 
in which nothing is right; but, to ſhew how its imperffections mul- 
tiply upon the ſlighteſt conſideration, I take the opportunity to ob- 
ſerve that there is no proviſion made for regulating the voyages per- 
formed in leſs time than a month, ſo that the greateſt part of the 
abuſes; which have been repreſented as the occaſion of this clauſe, 
are yet without remedy, and only thoſe ſailors who venture far, and 
are expoſed to the greateſt men are „ from receiving an 
adequate reward. bo 

Thus much, Sir, I have ſaid upon the auge that a regula- 
tion of the ſallors wages is either neceſſary or juſt, a ſuppoſition of 
which I am very far from diſcovering the truth. That it is juſt to 
oppreſs the moſt uſeful of our fellow ſubjects, to load thoſe men with 
peculiar hardſhips to whom we owe the plenty that we enjoy, the 
power that yet remains in the nation, and which neither the folly nor 
the cowardice of minifters have yet been able to deſtroy, and the 
ſecurity in which we now fit and hold our conſultations ; that it is 
juſt to leſſen our payments at a time when we increaſe the labour 
of thoſe who are hired, and to expoſe men to danger without recom- 
penſe, will not eaſily be proved even by thoſe who are moſt accuſ- 
tomed to paradoxes, and are ready to undertake the w_— of any 
poſition which it is their intereſt to find true. 

Nor is ĩt much more eaſy to ſhew the neceſſity of this expedient 
in our preſent ſtate, in which it appears from the title of the bill, that 
our chief endeavour ſhould be the increaſe and encouragement of 
failors, and, I ſuppoſe, it has not often been diſcovered, that by 
taking away the profits of a profeſſion greater numbers have been 
allured to it. 

The high wages, Sir, paid by merchants are the chief incitements 
that prevail upon the ambitious, the neceſſitous, or the avaricious, 
to forſake the eaſe and ſecurity of the land, to leave eaſy trades, and 
healthful employments, and expoſe themſelves to an element where 

they 
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hey are not certain of an hour's ſafety. The ſervice of the mer- 
chants is the nurſery i in which ſeamen are trained up for his majeſty's * 
wies, and from thence we muſt, in, time of danger, expect thoſe 
bices by which alone we can be protected. 1 „ 

If, therefore, it is neceſſary to encourage ſailors, it is neceſſary : 
p reject all meaſures that may terrify or diſguſt them; and as their 
wmbers muſt. depend upon our trade, let us not embarraſs the mer- 
chants with any other difficulties than thoſe which are inſeparable - 
fm war, and which * little care has been hitherto a . | 
eviate, 

Mr. Hay, * Sir, the 4 which have: been —_ 
zith ſo much ardour, and diſplayed: with ſuch power of eloquence, *. 
ue not, in my opinion, formidable enough. to diſcourage us from 
woſecuting our meaſures ; ſome of them N be . my an- 
ſyered, and the reſt eaſily removed. ___ 

The computation, of time, as it naw ſtands, is ee not to pro- 
luce any formidable evil, and therefore did not require ſo rhetorical 
acenſure: the inconveniency of kalendar months may eaſily be re- 
moved by 4 little candour in the contracting parties, or that the 
odjection may not be repeated to the interruption of the debate, weeks 
ot days may-be ſubſtituted, and the uſual reckoning, of the ſailors be 
ſtill continued. 

That ſome contracts may be annulled, and inconveniencies or de- 
lays of payment ariſe, is too evident to be queſtioned; but in that 
caſe the ſailor may have his remedy provided, and be enabled Yay 
tain, by an eaſy proceſs, what he ſhall be judged to have deſerved; 
for it muſt be allowed reaſonable, that every man who labours in 
honeſt and uſeful employments, ſhould receive the reward of his dili- | 
gence and fidelity. 4M | 

Thus, Sir, may the clauſe, hows 1 cenſured and vio- 
lently oppoſed, be made uſeful and equitable, and the publick ſer- 
vice advanced without injury to individuals. 

Sir RopeRT WALPOLE next roſe: and ſpoke as cl RA - 
every law which extends its influence to great numbers in various re- 
lations and circumſtances, muſt produce ſome conſequences that were 
never foreſcen or intended, and is to be. cenſured or applauded as the. 
general advantages or inconveniencies are found to preponderate., 
Of this kind is the law before us, a law enforced by the neceſſity of 


our affairs, and drawn * wich no qther int ention than to ſecure the 
publick 


* 
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publick happineſs, and*; produce that ſucceſs which every man's f in. 


tefeſt muſt prompt him to defire. 
If in the execution of this law, Sir, ſome inconveniencies ſhould 


ariſe, they are to be remedied as faſt as they are diſcovered, or if not 
capable of a remedy, to be'partent 4 borne in conſideration of the e. 


nèeral advantage. 


That ſome temporary Miatbaiices may be e is not ne- 


bable; the diſcontent of the ſailors may for a ſhort time riſe high, 
and our trade be ſuſpended by their obſtinacy; but obſtinacy hoy. 
ever determined muſt yield to hunger, and when no higher wages can 
de obtained they will cheerfully accept of thoſe. which are here al. 


Jowed them. Short voyages indeed are not comprehended in the 
cauſe, and therefore the ſailors will engage in them upon their own 


terms, but this objection can be of no weight with thoſe that oppoſe 
the clauſe, becauſe, if it is unjuſt to limit the wages of the ſailors, 
it is juſt to leave thoſe voyages without reſttiction; and thoſe that 
think the expedient here propoſed equitable and rational, may per- 
hips be willing to make TRE conceſſions to hole who are 1 a dif- 
ferent opinion. e ET 
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That the bill will not remove every obſtacle to aucb nor add 
weight to one part of the balance without making the other lighter; 
that it will not ſupply the navy without incommoding the merchants in 


ſome degree; ; that it may be ſometimes evaded by cunning, and ſome- 


times abuſed by malice ; and that at laſt it will be leſs efficacious than 


is defired, may perhaps be proved; but it has not yet been proved that 
any othef meaſures are more eligible, or that we are not to promote 
the publick ſervice as far as we are able, though our endeavours may 
not produce effects equal to our wiſhes. | | 

Sir Joux Barnard then ſpoke to this effect: —Sir, I know not 
by what fatality it is that nothing can be urged in defence of the 
clauſe before us which does not tend to diſcover its weakneſs and in- 
efficacy, The warmeſt patrons of this expedient are impelled by the 
mere force of conviction to ſuch conceſſions as invalidate all their ar- 
guments, and leave their opponents no neceſſity of replying. 

If ſhort voyages are not comprehended in this proviſion, what are 
we now controverting ? What but the expedience of a law that will. 
never be executed? The ſailors, however they are contemned by 
thoſe who think them only worthy to be treated like beaſts. of bur- 
then, are not yet ſo ſtupid but that they can eaſily find out, that 


to 
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to ſerve a fortnight. for greater wages is more eligible than to toil a 


month for leſs ; and as the numerous equipments that have 


ately made have not left many more ſailors in the ſervice of the 44 


chants than may be employed i in the coaſting trade, thoſe who traffic 
v remoter parts, muſt ſhut up their books and wait till the expiration 
of this act, for an opportunity of renewing their commerce. 


To regulate the wages for one voyage, and to leave another wich- 


out limitation in time of ſcarcity of ſeamen, is abſolutely to prohibit 
that trade which is ſo reſtrained, and i is doubtleſs a more effectual 
embargo than has been yet invented. 

Let any man but ſuppoſe that the Eaſt India company were obliged 
to give. only half the wages that other traders allow, and con- 
der how that part of our commerce could be carried on; would not 
their goods rot in their warehouſes, and their ſhips lie for ever in 


the harbour ?. Would not the ſailors refuſe to contract with them? Or 


leſert them after a contract, upon the firſt proſpect of more advan- 
ageous employment ? 
But it is not requiſite to multiply arguments in a a queſtion which 


may not only be decided without long examination, but in which 


we may determine our concluſions by the experience of our anceſtors, 


Scarcely any, right or wrong meaſures are without a precedent, and 


among ft others this expedient has been tried by the wiſdom of former 


times; a law was once made for limiting the wages of taylors, and 


that it is totally ineffetual we are all convinced, Experience is a 


very ſafe guide in political enquiries, and often diſcovers what the 


moſt enlightened reaſon failed to foreſee, > 

Let us therefore improve the errors of our anceſtors to our own 
advantage, and whilſt we negle& to imitate their virtues, let u3 
leaſt forbear to repeat their follies. 

Mr, PERRY ſpoke to this purpoſe ;—Sir, there is one objection 
more which my acquaintance with foreign trade impreſſes too ſtrongly 
upon my mind to ſuffer me to conceal i it. 

It is well known that the condition of a ſeaman ſubjects him to 
tie neceſſity. of ſpending a great part of his life at a diſtance from 
bis natiye country, in places where he can neither hear of our deiigns 
nor be inſtructed in our Jaws, and therefore it 1s evident that no law 
ought to affect him before a certain period of time in which he may 


aſonabl y be ſuppoſed to haye been informed of it. Fe or every may 
| ought 
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1 ought is have it in his power to avoid puniſhment, and to ſuffer only 


| for negligence or obſtinacy. 
It is quite unneceſſary, Sir, to obletve to this aſſembly, that there 


are now, as at all times, great numbers of ſailors in every part of the 


world, and that they at leaſt equally deſerve our regard with thoſe 
who are under the more immediate influence of the government, 


Theſe ſeamen have already contracted for the price of their. labour, 
| and the recompenſe of their hazards, nor can we, in my opinion, 
- without manifeſt injuftice, diſſolve a contract founded upon equity, 
| and confirmed by la. 

It is, Sir, an undiſputed principle of government, that no per- 
fon ſhould be puniſhed without a crime ; but is it no puniſhment to 
deprive a man of what is due to him by a legal Ripulation, the con- 
dition of which is on his part honeſtly fulfilled? 

Nothing, Sir, can be imagined more en than the diſap- 
pointment to which this law ſubjects the unhappy men who are now 
promoting the intereſt of their country in diſtant places amidft dan- 
gers and hardſhips, in unhealthy climates and barbarous nations, 
where they comfort themſelves under the fatigues of labour and the 
miſeries of ſickneſs, with the proſpe& of the ſum which they ſhall 
gain for the relief of their families, and the reſpite which their wages 
will enable them to enjoy ; but upon their return they find their 
hopes blaſted, and their contracts diſſolved by a law made in their ab- 
ſence. 

No human . I think, can coolly and Aeliberately inſict: 
hardſhip like this, and therefore I doubt not but thoſe who have by 
inadyertency given room for this objection will either remove it by an 
amendment, or what is, in .my opinion, more eligible, reject the 
clauſe as inexpedient, uſeleſs, and unjuſt, 

Sir WILLIAM VoNOR ſpoke next to this effect ir, this debate 
has been protracted, not by any difficulties ariſing from the nature of 
the queſtions which have been the ſubject of it, but by a neglect with 
which almoſt all the opponents of the bill may be juſtly charged, 
the neglect of diſtinguiſhing between meaſures eligible in themſelves, 
and meaſures preferable to conſequences which are apprehended from 
particular conjunctures; between laws made only to advance the pub- 
lick happineſs, and expedients of which the benefit is merely occa- 


Gonal, and of which the ſole intention is to avert. ſome. national 
calamit); 
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elamitys agh which are to n with the n that gy 


them» 1 
such are the 3 4 which are now et 36 ku | 
hich in days of eaſe, ſecurity, and proſperity, it would be the 


tigheſt degree of weakneſs to propoſe, but of which I cannot fee 


the abſurdity in times of danger and diſtreſs. Such laws are the me- 
dicines of a ſtate, uſeleſs and nauſeous in health, but eee to 
z lingering diſeaſe, or to a miſerable death, _ 2 

Even thoſe meaſures, Sir, which have been pay as at 
goſsly abſurd, and repreſented as parallel to the proviſion made in this 
dauſe only to expoſe it to contempt and ridicule, may in particular 
ciicumftances be rational and juſt. - To ſettle the price of corn in 
the time of a famine, may become the wiſeſt ſtate, and multitudes 
night in time of  publick miſery, by the benefit of temporary laws, 
he preſerved from deſtruction. Even thoſe maſts, to which, with a 
proſperous gale, the ſhip owes its uſefulneſs and its ſpeed, are ofcek 
cut down: by the ſailors in the fury of a ſtorm.  —» ) 

With regard to the ſhips which are now in diſtant "ER whither | 
no knowledge of this law can poſſibly be conveyed, it cannot be de- 
nied that their crews ought to be ſecured from injury by ſome parti- 
cular exception; for though it is evident in competitions between 
publick and private intereſt, which ought to be preferred, yet we 
ought to remember that no unneceſſary injury is to be done to indivi- 
duals, even while we are providing for the ſafety of the nation. 

Mr. FAZZ AK ERL V ſpoke to this effect: Sir, though I cannot be 
ſuppoſed to have much acquaintance with naval affairs, and there- 
fore may not perhaps diſcover the full force of the arguments that 
have been urged in favour of the clauſe now under conſideration, 
jet I cannot but think myſelf under an indiſpenſable obligation to ex. 
amine it as far as I am able, and to make uſe of the knowledge which 
I have acquired, howeyer imferior to that of others. , 

The argument, Sir, the only real argument, which has york pro- 
duced in favour of the reſtraint of wages now propoſed, appears to me 
by no means concluſive; nor can I believe that the meaneſt and moſt 
ignorant ſeaman would, if it were propoſed to him, heſitate a mo- 
ment for an anſwer to it. Let me ſuppoſe, Sir, a merchant urging it 
as a charge againſt a ſeaman, that he raiſes his demand of wages in 
time of war, would not the ſailor readily reply, that harder labour 


required larger pay? Would W why the general practice of 


mankind 
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mankind is 1 as a crime upon him only? Enquire, ſays he, of 
the workmen in the docks, have they not double wages for double ceſary to 
labour? and is not their lot ſafe and eaſy in compariſon with mine, beral ca 
who at once encounter danger and ſupport fatigue, carry on war and quence ? 

commerce at the ſame time, conduct the ſhip. and oppoſe the ene: Il milita! 


2 and am equally expoſed to captivity and ſhipwreck ? . bis labour 


That this is in reality the ſtate of a ſailor in time of war, I think, him ? Ol 
Sir, too evident to require proof; nor do I ſee what * can be made umities? 
to the ſailor's artleſs expoſtulation. * o che ge! 
I know not why the ſailors alone ſhould ſerve their country to their If the 1 
— and be expected to encounter Weng n the in- not the 7 
eitement of a reward. the freigl 
Nor will any part of the hardſhips of this clauſe be Mort 1 the enem 
the expedient ſuggefted by an honourable member, who ſpoke ſome WM the ſhip | 
time ago, of granting, or allowing, to a ſailor, whoſe contract ſhall The m 
be void, what our courts of law thould adjudge him to deſerve, a in time 


quantum meruit : for, according to the general interpretation of our WM mains b. 


ſtatutes, it will be determined that he has forfeited his whole claim WM their diff 
by illegal contraft. To inſtance, Sir, the ſtatute of uſury. He that partiality 
Fipulates for higher intereſt than is allowed, is not able to recover Mr. I 
his legal demand, but irrecoverably forfeits the whole. Was prev 
Thus, Sir, an unhappy ſailor, who ſhall innotently tranſgreſs this | was un 
Jaw, muſt loſe all the profit of his voyage, and have nothing to re- carried 
lnieve him after his fatigues; but when he has by his courage repelled the ardo! 
the enemy, and by his {kill eſcaped ſtorms and rocks, mult ſuffer yet ſuch ex 
ſeverer hardſhips, in being ſubject to a na n * expected have hit 
applauſe, comfort, and recompenſe. | the bill 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſpoke next to this purport :—Sir, the who ch: 
cauſe before us cannot, in my opinion, produce any ſuch dreadful having r 


conſequences as the learned gentleman appears to imagine : however, laws onl 
to remove all difficulties, I have drawn up an amendment, which I a their 
ſhall beg leave to propoſe, that the contracts which may be affected ROY 

or, 


as the clauſe now ſtands, fall be void only as to „ much of the wages . 
as ſhall exceed the ſum to which the houſe all agree to reduce the feamen's mind hit 


pay; and as ta the forfeitures, they are not to be levied upon the contribu 
Aailors, but upon the merchants, or trading companies, who employ pether ; 
them, and who ate able to pay ber Furey: without being ani Ri 
in poverty and diſtreſs. ei wife ag ec, 5s emotion 
With regard, Sir, to the reaſons for iveticiey this clauſe, they 
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e in my judgment, valid and equitable. We have found it ne- 
efacy to fix the rate of money at intereſt, and the rate of labour in 
freral caſes, and if we do not in this caſe, what will be the conſe- 
quence ? A ſecond embargo on commerce, and perhaps a total ſtop to 


il military preparations. Is it reaſonable that any man ſhould rate 
is labour according to the immediate neceſſities of thoſe that employ 
lin? Or that he ſhould raiſe his own fortune. by the püblick ca- 
Lmities? If this has hitherto been a practice, it is a practice contrary 
the general happineſs of ſociety, and ought to prevail no longer. 

If the ſailor, Sir, is expoſed to greater dangers in time of war, is 
not the merchant's trade carried on likewiſe at greater hazard? Is not 
the freight equally with tbe ſailors threatened at once by the ocean and” 
the enemy? And is not the owner's fortune equally impaired, whether 
the ſhip is daſhed upon a rock, or ſeized by a privateer? | 

The merchant, therefore, has as much reaſon for paying leſs wages 
in time of war, as the ſailor for demanding more, and nothing re- 
mains but that the legiſlative power determine a medium between 
their different intereſts, with Juſtice, if poſſible, at leaſt with im- 
partiality. 

Mr. HokAcx WALPOLE, who had ſtood up ſeveral times, ht 
was prevented by other members, ſpoke next, to this purport :—=Sir, 
| was unwilling to interrupt the courſe of this debate while it was 


carried on with calmneſs and decency, by men who do not ſuffer 


the ardour of oppoſition to cloud their reaſon, or tranſport them to 
ſuch expreſſions as the dignity of this aſſembly does not admit. I 
have hitherto deferred to anſwer the gentleman who declaimed againſt 
the bill with ſuch fluency of rhetoric, and ſuch vehemence of geſture; 
who charged the advocates for the expedients now propoſed, with 
having no regard to any intereſt but their own, and with making 
laws only to conſume paper, and threatened them with the defection 
of their adherence, and the loſs of their influence; up this new 
diſcovery of their folly and their ignorance. | 

Nor, Sir, do I now anſwer him for any other purpoſe than to re- 
mind him how little the clamours of rage and petulancy of invectives 
contribute to the purpoſes for which this aſſembly is called to- 
gether; how little the diſcovery of truth is promoted, and the ſe- 
curity of the nation eſtabliſhed by pompous dition and theatrical 
emotions, 


Vor. I. 1 Formidable 
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Formidable ſaunds, and furious declamations, confident afſertions, 
and loſty periods, may affect the young and unexperienced, and pet- 
haps the gentleman may have contracted his habits of oratory by cot. 
verſing more with thoſe of his own age, than with ſuch as have had 
more opportunities of acquiring knowledge, and more ſucceſsful me. 
thods of communicating their ſentiments. 
If the heat of his temper, Sir, would ſuffer him to tend + to hoe 
whoſe age and long acquaintance with buſineſs give them an indif. 
putable right to deference and ſuperiority, he would learn, in time, 
to reaſon rather than declaim, and to prefer juſtneſs of argument, and 
an accurate knowledge of facts, to ſounding epithets and ſplendid ſu- 


perlatives, which may diſturb the imagination for a moment, but 


leave no laſting impreſſion on the min 

He will learn, Sir, that to accuſe and prove are very different, and 
that reproaches unſupported by evidence, affect only the character of 
him that utters them. Excurſions of fancy, and flights of oratory, are 
indeed pardonable in young men, but in no other; and it would 
ſurely contribute more, even to the purpoſe for which ſome gentle. 
men appear to ſpeak, that of depreciating the conduct of the admini- 
ſtration, to prove the inconveniencies and injuſtice of this bill, than 


barely to aſſert them, with whatever magnificence of language ar 


appearance of zeal, honeſty, or compaſſion. 
Mr. PitT replied :—Sir, the atrocious crime of hs a young 


man, which the honourable gentleman has with ſuch ſpirit and de- 


cency.charged upon me, | ſhall neither attempt to palliate nor deny, 
but content myſelf with wiſhing that I may be one of thoſe whole 
foll:es may ceaſe with their youth, and not of that —_ who are 
ignorant in ſpite of experience. | 

Whether youth can be imputed to any man as a to. I will 
— Sir, aſſume the province of determining; but ſurely age may 
become juſtly contemptible, if the opportunities which it brings haue 
paſſed away without improvement, and vice appears to prevail when 
the paſſions have ſubſided. The wretch that, after having ſeen the 
conſequences of a thouſand errors, continues ſtill to blunder, and 


whoſe age has only added obſtinacy to ſtupidity, is ſurely the object of 
either abhorrence or contempt, and deſerves not t that his grey head 
#hould ſecure him from inſults, 


Much er, Sir, is he to be abhorred, who, as he has advanced in 
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aye, has receded from n and becomes more wicked with leſs 


empration 5 Who proſticutes himſelf for money which he cannot 
ao, and ſpends the remains of his life in the ruin of his country. 


| But youth, Sir, is not my only crime; I have been accuſed of 


ing a theatrical part A theatrical part may either imply ſome 
peculiarities | of geſture, or a diſſimulation of my real ſentiments, - 
ud an adoption of the opinions and language of another man; 

n the firſt ſenſe, Sir, the charge is too trifling to be confuted, and 
kſerves only to be mentioned, that it may be deſpiſed. | I am at 
liberty, like every other man, to uſe my own language; and though 
| may perhaps have ſome ambition to pleaſe this gentleman, I ſhall 
wt lay myſelf under any reſtraint, nor very ſollicitouſſy copy bis 
diction, or his * ann matured wy age, or modelled by ex- 
perience, 

If any man ſhall, by auge me with theathiedl e imply 
that I utter any ſentiments but my own, I ſhall treat him as a ca- 
Jumniator and a villain; nor ſhall any protection ſhelter him from 
the treatment which he deſerves. I ſhall, on ſuch an occaſion, 
without ſcruple, trample upon all thoſe forms, with which wealth and 
dignity intrench themſelves, nor ſhall any thing but age reſtrain my 
reſentmerity age, which always brings one privilege, * 0 1 
inſolent and ſupercilious without puniſhment. 

But, with regard, Sir, to thoſe whom J have offended, Lam of opi- 
nion, that if I had acted a borrowed part, I ſhould have avoided their 
cenſure ; the heat that offended them is the ardour of conviction, and 
that zeal for the ſervice of my country; which neither hope nor feat 
ſhall influence me to ſuppreſs. I will not fit unconcerned while my 
liberty is invaded, nor look in ſilence upon pablick robbery,--.I will 
exert my endeavours at whatever hazard, to repel the aggreſſor, and 
drag the thief to juſtice, whoever may protect them in their villainy, 
nd whoever may partake of their men if the hohourable 
gentleman os 

Here Mr. WiNNINGTON et to order, and Mr. PITT ſitting 
down, he ſpoke thus :---It'is neceſſary, Sir, that the order of this 
aſſembly be obſerved, and the debate reſumed without perſonal alter- 
cations. Such expreſſions as have been vented on this occafian be- 
come not an aſſembly entruſted with the liberty and welfare of their 
country, To interrupt the debate on a ſubject ſo important as that be- 
fore us, is, in ſome meaſure, to obſttuct the publick happineſs, and 

„ violate 
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vichto our truſt : but much more heinous is the crime of expoſing 


our determinations to contempt, and inciting the people to ſuſpicion! 


or mutiny, by indecent reflections, or unjuſt inſinuations. 
I do not, Sir, undertake to decide the controverſy between the two 


. gentlemen, but muſt be allowed to obſerve, that no diverſity of opi. 


nion can juſtify the violation of decency, and the uſe of rude ang 
virulent expreſſions ; expreſſions dictated only by reſentment i and 
uttered without regard to | | 

+ Mr. PiTT called to order, in faid pins if ai be to oh 
beter, there is no danger of indecency from the moſt licentious 
tongue; for what calumny can be more atrocious, or what reproach 
more ſevere, than that of ſpeaking with regard to any thing but truth, 
Order may ſometimes be broken by paſſion, or inadvertency, but 
will hardly, be re-eſtabliſhed by monitors like this, who cannot govern 
his own paſſion, whilſt he is reſtraining the impetuoſity of others. 

. Happy, Sir, would it be for mankind, if every one knew his own 
province; we ſhould not then ſee the ſame man at once a criminal and 
a judge. Nor would this gentleman aſſume the right of 6 to 
others what he has not learned himſelf. 0 

- That I may return in ſome degree the favour which he intends 
me, 1 will adviſe him never hereafter to exert himſelf 'on the ſubject 
of order ; but, whenever he finds himſelf inclined to ſpeak on ſuch 


/ 


_ "occaſions, to remember how he has now ſucceeded, - and condemn in 


filence what his cenſures will never reform. (LY | 
Mr. WinxinGToON replied ;—Sir, as I was hinderad by the gen- 
83 ardour and impetuoſity from concluding my ſentence, none 
but myſelf can know the equity or. partiality of my intentions, and 
therefore as I cannot juſtly be condemned, I ought to be ſuppoſed in- 
nocent; nor ought he to cenſure a fault of which he cannot be cer- 
tain that it would ever have been committed. | 
- He has indeed exalted - himſelf to a degree or authority never yet 
aſſumed by any member of this houſe, that of condemning others to 
ſilence. . I am henceforward, by his inviolable decree, to fit aud 
hear his harangues without daring to oppoſe him. How wide he 


may extend his authority, or whom he will proceed to include in the 


ſame. ſentence, I ſhall not determine; having not yet arrived at the 
ſame degree of ſagacity with himſelf, nor N able to foroknov 
What another is going to pronounce,  ; | 
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o have been cenſured by the concurrent yoice of the aſſembly, or 
have received a reprimand, Sir, from you, to which 1 ſhould have 
mitted without oppoſition; but I will not be doomed to ſilence by 
ne who has no pretenſions to authority, and whoſe arbitrary deci- 
ſons can only tend to introduce uproar, diſcord, and confuſion, _ 
Mr. HENRY PELHAM next roſe up and ſpoke to this effect: —Cir, 
when, in the ardour of controverſy upon intereſting queſtions, the 
zeal of the diſputants hinders them from a nice obſervation of de- 
cency and regularity, there is ſome indulgence due to the common 
yeakneſs of our nature; nor ought any gentleman to affix to a negli- 
gent expreſſion 2 more offenſive ſenſe than is We n 


by it, 
To ſearch "ey Sir, for calumnies and reproaches is no laudable 


nor beneficial curioſity ; it muſt always be troubleſome to ourſelves 
by alarming us with imaginary injuries, and may often be unjuſt ta 


others by charging them with invectives which they never intended. 
General candour and mutuabeenderneſs will beſt preſetve our own 
quiet, and ſupport that dignity which has always been accounted. 
eſſential to national debates, and ſeldom infringed without dangerous 
conſequences, FARE, XS + AB BY „ O01 WO 

Mr. LyTTLETON ſpoke as follows :—Sir, no man can be more 


zealous for decency than myſelf, or more convinced of the neceſſity 


of a methodical-proſecution of the queſtion before us. I am well con- 
vinced how near indecency and faction are to one another, and how 
nevitably confuſion produces obſcurity ; but J hope it will always be 
remembered, that he who firſt infringes decency, or deviates from 


method, is to anſwer for all the conſequences that may ariſe from the 


neglect of ſenatorial cuſtoms : for it is not to be expected that any 
man will bear reproaches without reply, or that he who wanders from 


thequeſtion will not be followed i in his digreſſions and hunted Es 


his labyrinths. 


It cannot, Sir, be denied, that ſome ien Ben were e uttered i in- 
jurious to thoſe whoſe zeal may ſometimes happen to prompt them to 


warm declarations, or incite them to paſſionate emotions. Whether 
lam of importance enough to be included in the cenſure, I deſpiſe 
it too much to enquire or conſider, but cannot forbear to obſerve, 
thit zeal for the right can never become reproachful, and that no 
man can fall into contempt but thoſe who deſerve it. 


The clauſe was amended, and agreed to. 
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HOUSE OF. COMMONS. 
March 13, 1740= I, 


The 70th day, of the 4 n, being appointed fo the report from. the 
committee on the. bill for the increaſe and encouragement of. ſailr;, 


Sir Johx Bak NARD, preſented a, petition from: the merchquts of 
Louden, and ſpoke as falle — 


Sim, this petition Fam directed to lay wala this houſe, by many of 
ihe principal merchants of that great city which I have the honour tg 
repreſent ; men too wiſe to be terrified with imaginary; dangers, and 


too honeſt to endeavour the oblttuction of any meaſures that may 


probably advance the publick good, merely becauſe they do not con- 
cur with their private intereſt; men, whoſe knowledge. and. capacity 
enable them to judge rightly, and whoſe acknowledged integrity and 
ſpirit {et them above the ſuſpicion of concealing their ſentiments, 

I therefore preſent this. petition in the name of the merchants of 
London, in full confidence that it will be found to deſerve the re- 
gard of this aſſembly, though I am. equally with, the other members 
a ſtranger to what it contains; for it is my opinion that a repreſen- 
tative is ta lay hefore the houſe the ſentiments. of his conſtituents, 
whether they. agree with his own. or not, and that therefore it would 


have been ſuperfluous to examine the petition, which, though I might 


not wholly have approved it, I had no right to alter. 


The petition was read, and is as follows: 


L The humble petition of the merchants and traders of the city 


of London—fheweth, that your petitioners are informed a 
bill is depending i in this honourable houſe, for the encourage- 
ment and increaſe of ſeamen, and for the better and ſpeedier 
; manning his majeſty's fle ect, in which are clauſes, that, ſhould 
the bill paſs into a law, your petitioners apprehend will be 
highly detrimental to the trade and navigation af this kingdom, 
| by diſcauraging perſans from entering into or being bred to the 
ſez ſervice, and entirely preyent the better and ſpeedier manning 
his majeſty* s fleet, by giving the ſeamen of Great Britain, and 
of all ather his majeſty's dominions, a diſtaſte of ſerving on 


. board the royal navy. 
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« That your petitioners conceive nothing can be of ſo bad 


conſequence to the welfare and defence of this nation, as the 


treating ſo uſefuf and valuable a body of men, who are its na- 


tural ſtrength and ſecurity, like criminals' of the higheſt nature, 
and ſo differently from all other his majeſty's ſubjects; and at the 
ſame time are perſuaded; that the only effectual and ſpeedy. me. 
thod of procuring, for the ſervice of his majeſty's fleet, a pro. 


portionable number of the ſailors in this kingdom, is to diſtin. 


1, 


guiſh that body of men by bounties and encouragements, both 


preſent and future, and by aboliſhing all methods of ſeverity 


and ill uſage; particularly that practice whereby they are de- 


prived, after long and hazardous voyages, of enjoying for” a 
ſhort ſpace of time the comforts of their families, and equal 
liberty with other their fellow ſubjects in their native country. 

That your petitioners - believe it will not be difficult to have 


| ſuch methods pointed out as will tend to ſupply the preſent 


* 


neceſſities, and at the ſame time effectually promote the increaſe 
of ſeamen, when this honourable houſe ſhall think fit to enquire 
into a matter of ſuch high importance to the naval power, trade, 7 
and riches of this kingdom. 

That your petitioners are convinced this bill will not only 
be ineffectual to anſwer the ends propoſed: by it, but will be de- 


\ ſtructive of the liberties ef all his majeſty's ſubjects, as it em- 


powers any pariſh officer, accompanied with an unlimited num- 
ber of perſons, at any hour, by day or by night, to force open the 


dwelling houſes, warehouſes, or other places, provided for the 


ſecurity and defence of their lives and fortunes, contrary to the 
undoubted liberties of the people of Great Britain, aud. the 
laws of this land. 4 - 

In conſideration, therefore of 0 premiſes, and of the par- 
tieular prejudices, hardſhips, and dangers, which muſt inevi- 
tably attend your petitioners, and all others che merchants and 


traders of this kingdom, ſhould this bill paſs into a law, your 


petitioners moſt humbly pray this honourable houſe, that they 
may be heard by their council againſt the ſaid — in the faid 
bill, 8 6 


Mr. Barron ST then preſented a petition, a 155 ſpoke as follows: — 


vir, che * bill: now depending has raiſed, is not con- 


X 4 fined 


by en the bill. 
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fined to the city of London, -or to any particular -province of the 
king's dominions; the whole nation is thrown into commotion, 
and the effects of the law now propoſed are dreaded far and wide 2; 
a general calamity. Every town which owes its trade and its proyi. 
fions to navigation, apprehends the approach of poverty and ſcarcity, 
and thoſe which are leſs immediately affected, conſider the infrac. 
tion of our liberties as a prelude to their deſtruction. Happy would 
it be, if we who are entruſted with their intereſt, could find any 
arguments to convince them that their terror was merely panic, 
"That theſe fears have already extended their influence to the county 
which I repreſent, the petition which I now beg leave to lay before 


the houſe, will ſufficiently evince, and I hope their remonſtrances 


will prevail with this aſſembly to remove the cauſe of their diſquiet, 


This was title 6 a petition of feveral gentlemen, freeholders, 
and other inhabitants of the county of Glouceſter, in behalf of 
themſelves and all other the freeholders of the ſaid county,” 
ſetting forth in ſubſtance, 


% That the petitioners being informed that a bill was depending 
in this houſe, for the encouragement and increaſe of ſeamen, 
| and for the better and ſpeedier manning his majeſty's fleet, con- 
taining ſeveral clauſes, which, ſhould the bill paſs into a law, 
would, as the petitioners apprehend, impoſe hardſhips upon the 
people too heayy to be borne, and create diſcontents in the 
mintls of his majeſty's ſubjects; would ſubvert all the rights 
and privileges of a Briton, and overturn Magna Charta itſelf, 
the haſis on which they are built; and by theſe means deſtroy 
that very liberty, for the preſervation of which the preſent royal 
family, was eſtabliſned upon the throne of Britain; for which 
| xeaſons ſuch a law could never be obeyed, or RA __ would 
be ſhed 1 in conſequence of it.” 


Mr. HENRY PELHAm then ſpoke to this purport :—Sir, I have at- 
tended to this petition with the utmoſt impartiality, and have endea- 
youred to affix to every period the moſt innocent ſenſe, but cannot 
forbear to declare i it as my opinion, that it is far diſtant from the ſtile 
of ſubmiſſion and requeſt: inſtead of perſuading, they attempt to 
intimidate us, and menace. us yith no leſs than bloodſhed and rex 


bellions | 
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delten. They make themſelves the judges of our proceedings, and 


ppeal from our determinations to their own opinion, eee 


that they will obey no longer than they approvree 


If ſuch petitions as theſe, Sir, are admitted, if the ata ſhall ? 
ſubmit to receive laws, and ſubjects reſume at pleaſure the power with 


which the government is veſted,” what is this aſſembly but a conven- 


tion of empty phantoms, whoſe determinations are TR more this, 


a mockery of ſtate? 

Every inſult upon this houſe i is a violation 150 our . and 
the conſtitution, Iike every other fabrick, by being often battered, 
muſt fall at laſt, It is indeed already deſtroyed, if there be in the 


nation any body of men who ſhall with impunity refuſe. to comply | | 
with the laws, plead the great charter of liberty againſt . n 


that made it, and fix the limits of their own obedience. 


I cannot, Sir, paſs over in ſilence the mention of the 18 whoſe 


title to the throne, and the reaſons for which he was exalted to it, 


are ſet forth with uncommon art and ſpirit of diction, but ſpirit, 
which, in my opinion, appears not raiſed. by zeal,” but by Gy 


and which therefore it is our province to repreſs. | 
That his majeſty reigns for the preſervation of liberty, will be rea- 


dily confeſſed:; but how ſhall we 0 able to nn * if his laws 


aue not obeyed ? | 

Let us therefore in regard: « to the Fan of the abba to o'the 
eficacy of our determinations, and the ſecurity of our conſfitution, 
diſcourage all thoſe who ſhall addreſs us for the future, on this or any 


other occaſion, from ſpeaking in the ſtile of governors and Rate 


by refuſing that this petition ſhould be laid on the table. 
The queſtion was put, and it was agreed by the whole houſe that 
it ſhould not lie on the table. 80; 4) 
Mr. HENRY PELHAM roſe up again, als ſpoke thus :—Sir, I can- 
not but congratulate the houſe upon the unanimity with which this 
petition, a petition of which I ſpeak in the ſofteſt language when I call 
it irreverent and diſreſpectful, has been refuſed the regard commonly 
paid to the remonſtrances of our conſtituents, whoſe rights 1 am far 
from deſiring to infringe, when I endeavour to regulate their con- 
duct, and recal them to their duty. E £ 
This is an occaſion, on which it is in my opinion neceſſary to exert 


our authority with confidence and vigour, as the ſpirit of oppolition 
Bult always be proportioned to that of the attack. Let us therefore 


not 
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not only refuſe to: this perigjon the uſual place on our Ns but te- prance, 
ject it as unworthy of this houſe. that can 
The queſtivn was _ "_ ane „ with ene any their, reg 
oppoſition. vithout e 
Te houſe den W upon * vill, and opiogions, 


© whanithe eee. was made from the committee, and the blanks Wi petition * 

. Aled up, Sir Wee YonsGt ſpoke in the e man- It. will 
mer >= ſor more 
Sin, The bill has seta eee . diligent non req. 
attention to ſuch perfection, that much more important effects may latisſacti 


de expected from it than from! any former law for the ſame purpoſe, the conſe 
il it de executed with the ſame calmneſs and reſolution, the fame WM tjibute-t: 


cantempt-of popular clamour, and the ſume invariable and intrepid The 


adherence to the _—_— good, that has been ſhe wn i in forming and ces and 


Nel 6642071 our, und 
But what — Kaye: from this or any other . if particular fcilitate 
men, who cannot be convinced of its expedienee, ſhall not only refuſe {Ml this deb 


to obey it; but declare their deſign of obſtructing the execution of it? ¶ acious. 
ſhall determine to retire from the ſphere of their authority, rather than WI ceived. : 
exerciſe it in compliance with the decree of the ſenate, and threaten not to 1! 
in plain terms to call the country into their aſſiſtance, and to pour From 
the rabble by thouſands upon thoſe who ſhall dare to do their duty, val affa 
and:obey their governors?” ſtudy © 
Such declarations as theſe, Sir, are little leſs than ſallies of rebel. of the 
lion, and, if they paſs without cenſure, will perhaps produce ſuch trying 
commotions as may require to be ſuppreſſed by other means than the wil 
forms of law and ſenatorial cenſures: The 
Nor do I think, that, by rejecting the petition, we wok ſafficicnt!y are dete 
eſtabliſhed our authority; for in my opinion we yielded too much in other ſ 
receiving it. The bill before us, whatever may be its title, is in than ar 
reality a money. bill, a bill by which aids are granted to the crown, therefo 
and we have therefore no neceſſity of rejecting. petitions on this oc- it will 
cCaſion, becauſe the ſtanding: orders of the au forbid us to admit of our 
them. pions. 
They then proceeded to the amendments, and when the clauſe for The 
limiting the wages of ſeamen was read, Sir JRun BARNARD juſt ret 

roſe Up; and ſpoke to this effect 5 trivial 

Sir, we are now to conſider the clauſe to which the petition relates terme 
which I have now preſented, "_—_ on a ſubje& of ſo general im- 4342! 


portancty | 


ae _-v.5:410 a 
prtance,, and offered by men ſo well acqusinted with every argument 


IN 13, 
i but re- 


their, requeſt of being heard by their council cannot be denied, 


cely any 
vithout. expoſing us to the cenſure, of adhering; obſtinately to our own 


ill, ni wivions, of ſhutting our ears againſt information, of preferting ex- 
blanks WY edition to ſecurity, and diſregarding the welfare of our country. 

5 man- It will not be neceſſary to defer our determinations on this clauſe 

x fr more than three days, though we ſhould. gratify this juſt and com- 
diligent non requeſt. And will not this, loſs be amply compenſated: by the 
ts may GisfaRtion. of the people, for whoſe ſafety we are debating, and by 


urpoſe, the conſciouſneſs that we have neglected nothing which might. oon 


e ſame nibute to the efficacy of our meaſures ? 

ntrepid The merchants, Sir, do not come before us Win ins EEE 

Ng and ces and harraſſing complaints, they do not apply to our paſſions but 
our underſtandings, and offer ſuch, informations as will very much 

ticular i facilitate the publick ſervice. It has been frequent in the courſe of 

refuſe WI this debate to hear loud demands for better expedients and more effi. 


of it? ¶ ccious than thoſe hich have been propoſed z, and is it to be con. 
r than ceived that thoſe who called thus eagerly for new propoſals intended, 


reaten not to inform themſelves but to ſilence their opponents ? : 

pour From whom, Sir, ate the beſt methods for the proſecution 1 na- 
duty, nal affairs to be expected but from thoſe, whoſe lives ate ſpent in the 
ſtudy of commerce, whoſe fortunes. depend upon the knowledge 
of the ſea, and who will moſt. probably exert their abilities in con- 


rebel- 


ſuch triving expedients to promote the ſucceſs of the war, than they whom 
than Wl the miſcarriage of our fleets, muſt irreparably ruin? 

The merchants, Sir, are, enabled, by their profeſſion to inform us, 
ently are deterred by their intereſt from deceiving us; they have, like all 
ch in other ſabjeQs, a right to be heard on any queſtion, and a better right 
is in than any other when their intereſt is more immediately affected; and 
"wn, therefore to refuſe to hear them will be at once impolitick and cruel; 
3 OC» it will diſcover at the ſame time a contempt of the moſt valuable part 
Jmit of our fellow ſubjects, and an inflexible, adherence ta our. own opi- 

| nlons, 
for The expedient of aſſerting this to be a,maney-bill, by which the 
\RD juſt remonſtrances of the merchants are intended to be eluded, is too 
trivial and groſs to be adopted by this aſſembly: if this bill can be 
ates termed a money - bill, and no petitions. are therefore ta be admitted 


im- againlt 1 it, 1 know not any bill. relating to the general affairs of the 
ice, | 


= 


that can be offered, and every objection which can be raiſed, that 


nation 
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nation which may not plead the ſame title to an n exemption from 
| petitions. Ws 


I therefore deſire that the conſideration of this clauſe may be de. 
ferred for two days, that the arguments of the merchants may be 


ined, and'that this affair may not be determined without the 


cleareſt knowledge and exacteſt information. 


Sir RogERT WarPoLE ſpoke next to this effect —öir, the peli⸗ | 


tion, whether juſtifiable or not, with regard to the occaſion on which 
it is preſented, or the language in which it is expreſſed, is certainly 


offered at an improper time, and therefore can On no ns to the! re- 


14 


gard of this aſſembly. N 
The time preſcribed by the rules of this houſe for the reception of 
petitions is that at which the bill is firſt introduced, not at t which it 


1s to be finally determined, 


The petition before us is ſaid not to tefard the bill in lk. but 
a particular clauſe ; and it is therefore aſſerted, that it may now 
properly be heard: but this plea will immediately vaniſh, when it 
ſhall be made appear that the clauſe is not mentioned in it, and that 
there is no particular relation between that and the ann which I 
ſhall attempt ; | 


Here Sir Jon Barwarp, remarking that Sir Robert Walpole 
| Had the petition in his hand, roſe, and ſaid :—Sir, I riſe thus abruptly 


to preſerve the order of this aſſembly, and to prevent any gentleman 
from having in this debate any other advantage above the reſt, than 
that of ſuperior abilities, or more extenſive knowledge. 2 

| Thepetition was not ordered by the houſe to be placed in the right 
honourable gentleman's hand, but on the table; nor has he a right 
to make uſe of any other means for his information, than are in the 
power of any other member: if he is in doubt upon any particulars 
contained in it, he ws move that the clerk ſhould read it 'to the 
houſe, 

Sir Robert Walpole laid down the paper; Mr. PeLnam roſe, and 
faiq :—Sir, I am fo far from thinking the rules of the houſe aſſerted, 

that, in my opinion, the right of the members is infringed by this 
peremptory demand. Is it not in the higheſt degree requiſite, that 
he who is about to reaſon upon the petition, * acquaint himſelf 


with the ſubject on which he is to ſpeak. 


What inconveniencies can enſue from fuch liberties as this, I am 


por * to diſcover; ; and as all the orders of the houſe are doubtleſs 
made 
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nade for more paſy and expeditious diſpatch, if an order be contrary 


this end, it ought to be enn for the runs for n varus? ) 


1e obſerved. 


The confidence with ien RY petition was od will not 


ufer us to imagine that the perſon who offered it fears that it can 
fer by a cloſe examination, and, I ſuppoſe, though he has ſpoken 
warmly in favour of it without - on does not expect that 
athers ſhould: with equal confidence admit bs | 

Sir Jon BARNARD obſerving that Sir Robert Walpole leaned for-" 
yard towards the table, to read the petition as it lay, roſe, and faid : 
Sir, I riſe once more to demand the obſervation of the orders of 
the houſe, and to hinder the right honourable gentleman from doing 
by ſtratagem what he did more openly and honeſtly before, + 

It was to little purpoſe that he laid down the petition, if he placed it 
within reach of his inſpection? For I was only defirous, Sir, to hin- 
der him from reading, and was far from ſuſpecting that he would take 


| it away, I inſiſt, that henceforward, he obey the rules of this 255 


iſembly, with his eyes as well as with his hands, and take no ad- 
vantage of his ſeat, wang may enable him to ar cs * queſtion i in 
debate, 

Then the 'PrxEsIDENT ſpoke thus sir, it is Abt re- 
quired by the orders of the houſe, that the petitions ſhould lie upon 
the table, and that any member, who is deſirous of any farther ſatiſ- 


faction, ſhould move, that they be read by the clerk, that every 


member may have the ſame opportunity of onderftanding and con- 
idering them, and that no one may be excluded from information by 
the curioſity or delays of another. But the importance of this affair 
ſeems not to be ſo very great as to require a rigorous obſervance of 
the rules; and it were to be wiſhed, for the eaſe and expedition of 
our deliberations, that gentlemen would rather yield points of in- 


| difference to one another, than inſiſt ſo warmly on n, of 


a trivial nature. 
Sir RoBERT WAILTOLE then defired int the clerk Site read the 


petition, which being immediately done, he proceeded in the 


following manner: — 
Sir, having ſat above forty years in this aſſembly, and never been 


called to order before, I was ſomewhat diſconcerted by a cenſure ſo 


new and unexpected, and, in my opinion, undeſerved. So that! am 


ſome hat at a "000; with regard to the train of arguments which I 
Lt! had 


iN 


2 Cp a p 
ne meme meg ene rc — 
8 = 


EIT 
m_ 7 — 
py * * — — * 
© —— l 
— 


— ——— — — —— ͥ́ ́—— —̊EUj 


— ̃ —ʒẽ—é— —— . He en An, 7 
8 5 ID — _ = 
= EE LE = = 


; 1 br Oo auen 13 


3 . I will now- endeavour to recover. Ye | 
cannot but rematk, that thoſe gentlemen who are ſo ſollieitous for 


order in others, ought themſelves invariably to obſerve it; ang 
that if I have once given an unhappy precedent of violating the rotes 


of this houſe, I have, in ſome meaſure, atoned for my inadvertence, 
by a n. to reproof, mg a yy ae to au · 


thorĩty. 

F hope, Sir, I may chiles forte os from 8 of my 
offence, which was only a deſire of accuracy, and an apprehenſion 
that I might, by miſtaking or forgetting ſome paſſages in the peti- 
tion, loſe my own time, and i ne, the proceedings of the houſe to 


uo purpyſe. 


But having now, ne to . heard the petition, and 
found no reaſon to alter my opinion, I fhall endeavour to convince 
the houſe, that it ought not to be granted. 


The petition, Sir, is ſo far from bearing any | hats ase to 


the clauſe now before us, that it does not in any part mention the 


expedient propoſed in it, but contains a general declaration of dif- 
content, ſuſpicion, apprehenſions of dangerous proceedings, and diſ- 
like of our proceedings; inſinuations, Sir, by no means conſiſtent 
with the reverence due to this aſſembly, and which the nature of 
Civil government requires always to be paid to the legiflative power. 
To ſuſpect any man, Sir, in common life, is in ſome degree to de- 


tract from his reputation, which muſt ſuffer in proportion to the ſup | 
poſed wiſdom and integrity of him who declares his ſuſpicion, To 


fuſpe& the conduct of this ſenate, is to invalidate their Coe: and 
ſubject them to contempt and oppoſition. 

Such and ſuch only appears to be the tendency of the ee which 
has now been read; a petition, Sir, very unſkilfully drawn, if it was 


Intended againſt the clauſe under our conſideration, for it has not a 


ſingle period or , expreſſion that does not equally regard all the other 
clauſes, | 


If any particular objection is made, or any ſingle . more 


diſtinctly pointed at, it is the piactice of impreſſes, a hardſhip I own 
peculiar to the ſailors; but it muſt be obſerved that it is a practice 


eſtabliſhed by immemorial cuſtom, and a train of precedents not to 
be numbered; and it is well known that the whole common law of 
this nation, is nothing more than "On of WORD the beginning 


cannot be raced, 
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Impreſſes, Sir, have in all ages 9 iſſued out by virtue of the 
imperial prerogative, and have in all ages been obeyed, and if this 
exertion of the authority had been conſidered as a method of ſeverity 
not compenſated by the benefits which it produces, we cannot ima- 
zine but former ſenates, amidſt all their ardour for liberty, all their 
tenderneſs for the people, and-all their abhorrence of the power of the 
crown, would have obviated i it by ſome n at thoſe times "when no- 
thing could have been refuſed them. | 
The proper time for' new ſchemes and long 4 for 
zmending our conſtitution, and removing inveterate grievances,” are 
the days of proſperity and ſafety, when no immediate danger prefles 
upon us, nor any publick calamity appears to threaten us; but when 
var is declared, when we are engaged in open hoſtilities againſt one 
nation, and expect to be ſpeedily attacked by another, we are not to 
ty experiments, but apply to dangerous evils thoſe remedies, n 


though diſagreeable, we know to be efficacious. 


And though, Sir, the petitioners have been more particular, I can« | 
not diſcover the reaſonableneſs of hearing them by their council; for 
to what purpoſe are the lawyers to be introduced? Not to inſtruct us 
by their learning, ifor their employment is to underſtand the laws that 
have been-already made, and ſupport the practices which they find 
eltabliſſed. But the queſtion before us relates not to the paſt but the 
future, nor are we now to examine what has been done in former 
ges, but what it will become us to eftabliſh on the preſent occaſion 3 
a ſubje& of enquiry on which this houſe can expect mo little infor- 
mation from the profeffors of the law ? 0 

Perhaps the petitioners expect from their council, that they ſhould 
diſplay the fecundity of their imagination, and the elegance of their 
language; that they ſhould amuſe us with the illuſions of oratory, 
dazzle us with bright ideas, affect us with ſtrong repreſentations, 


and lull us with harmonious periods; but if it be only intended that 


juſt facts and valid arguments ſhould be laid before us, they will be 
received without the decorations of the bar. For this end, Sir, it 


would have been ſufficient had the merchants informed their repre- 


ſentatives of the methods which they have to propoſe; for the abilities 
of the gentlemen whom the city has deputed to this aſſembly, are well 
known to be ſuch as ſtand in need of no aſſiſtance from occaſional 
orators. Nor can it be expeſted that any men will be found mote 

. capable 


| | = 


%n ꝛBa „„ r2 DX ſham, 


1 capable of underſtanding the arguments of the an. or better Yet ſus 
mos to lay them before the ſenate. only r 
That every petitioner has (except on money bills) a ripe to be WM nents 1 

| heard, is undoubtedly true; but it is no leſs evident that this rightis Wl Nor dc 
limited to a certain time, and that on this occaſion the proper time 
is elapſed. Juſtice is due both to individuals and to the nation; if 
petitions. may at any time be offered, and are whenever offered to be 
heard, a ſmall body of men might, by unſeaſonable and i impor. 
tunate petitions, retard any occaſional law, till it ſhould become 
uu 5 N ge impa 
Petitions, Sir, are to be offered han a new bill i is brought i into can be m 
the houſe, that all uſeful information may be obtained; but when it lered fro! 
has paſſed through the examination of the committees, - has been ap- dich ti 
proved by the collective wiſdom of the ſenate, and requires only a uſeful, h 
formal ratification to give it. the force of a law, it is neither uſual nor it, do nc 
decent to offer petitions, or declare any As of what the ſenate has The q 
n den n | affairs to 
We are not, when we . po 3 * to (57 pleaders great ten 
© examine our conduct, or vary our determinations, according to their adv' 
the opinions of thoſe whom we ought to believe leſs acquainted with can reaſo 
the queſtion than ourſelves, Should we once be reduced to aſk advice, the firſt 
and ſubmit to dictators, what would be the reputation of this aſſembly more reg 
in foreign courts, or in our own country? What could be expected by waiti 


think the 
queſtional 
petitioner 
ther it 1s 
whether | 


- 


but that our enemies of every kind would endeavour to regulate our Mr. 8 
determinations by bribing our inſtructors. bon, wt 
Nor ean I think it neceſſary that lawyers ſhould be employed i in Jaye \ tegrity, 

Ing before us any fcheme which the merchants may propoſe, for ſup- thus co1 


plying the defects and redrefling the incanveniencies of the laws, by can be j 
which ſailors are at preſent levied for the royal navy; for how propoſe 
ſhould lawyers be more qualified than other men, to explain the par- underſts 
ticular: advantages of ſuch expedients, or to anſwer any n To n 
which may happen to riſe? | have no! 
It is well known that it is not eaſy for the moſt happy ſpeaker to return, 
impreſs his notions with the ftrength with which he conceives them, why we 
and yet harder is the taſk of tranſmitting imparted knowledge, of con- judged | 
veying to others thoſe ſentiments which we have not ſtruck out by our for who 
own reflection, nor collected from our own experience, but received That 
merely from the dictates of another. OT 5 for mar 
| | Yet at laſt t 

| Vo 


1740-1] 1 | 8 E AIM Þ® N. 1 f 321 


Yet ſuch aſt be the information that lawyers can give us, who } 
un only relate what they have implicitly received, and weaken | the ar- 
ments which they have heard, by an imperfect recital. | 
Nor do I only oppoſe the admiſſion of lawyers to our bar, but 2 
hink the right of the merchants themſelves in the preſent caſe very 
pweſtionable; for though in general it muſt be allowed, that every ö 
petitioner has a claim to our attention, yet it is to be enquired whe- * 
mpor-, ber it is likely that the publick happineſs is his chief concern, and 


come whether | his private incereft is not too much affected to ſuffer him to 
| vive imoartial evidence, or honeſt information, Scarcely any law | 

t into can be made by which ſome man is not either impoveriſhed, or hin- 

hen it Wi jcred from growing rich; and we are not to liften to complaints, of 

n ap- which the foundation is ſo eaſily diſcovered, or imagine a law leſs 

ly a uſeful, becauſe thoſe who ſuffer ſome immediate 1 inconvenience from | 

al nor it, do not approve it. | 

te has The queſtion before us is required by the preſent exigence of our 
affairs to be ſpeedily decided, and though the merchants have with 

aders great tenderneſs, compaſſion, and modeſty, condeſcended to offer us | 


ng to Bi their advice, I think expedition preferable to any information that 

with can reaſonably be expected from them, and that as they will ſuffer in 
vice, WH the firſt place by any miſconduct of our naval affairs, we ſhall ſhew | 
:mbly more regard to their intereſt by manning our fleet immediately, than 
ected by waiting three or four days for farther inſtructions. ; 


e our Mr. Sax Ds anſwered to this eſſect: Sir, the merchants of Lon- | 
bon, whether we conſider their numbers, their property, their in- 
1lay- Wh tegrity, or their wiſdom, are a body of too much importance to be 


ſup- thus contemptuouſly rejected, rejected when they aſk nothing that 
» by can be juſtly denied to the meaneſt ſubject of the empire, when they 
how propoſe to ſpeak on nothing but what their profeſſion enables them to 
par- underſtand. 


tions To no purpoſe is it aged; that the bill is far advanced, for if we 
have not proceeded in the right way, we ought to be in more haſte to 
er to icturn, in proportion as we have gone farther; nor can I diſcover 


hem, I why we ſhould expedite with ſo much aſſiduity meaſures which are 
con- judged ine ffectual, by thoſe who know their conſequences beſt, and . 
our for whoſe advantage they are particularly deſigned. 
ived That we have already ſpent ſo much time in conſidering methods | 
, for manning the fleet, is ſurely one reaſon why we ſhould endeavour. 
Yet at laſt to eſtabliſh ſuch as may be effectual, nor can we hope to ſuc- 
„ Y ceed 
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ceed without a patient attention to their opinion, who muſt neceſ. 
farily be well experienced in naval affairs. | 

1 is ſurely therefore neither prudent nor juſt to ſhut out intel. 
gence from our aſſemblies, and ridicule the good intention of thoſe 
that offer it, to conſult upon the beſt expedients for encouraging and 
enereaſing ſailors, and when the merchants offer their ſcheme to treat 
them as ſaucy, impertinent, idle medlers, that aſſume 

Here the ArTORNEY GENERAL called him to order, and ſpokeafter 
this manner :—Sir, it is not very conſiſtent to preſs the. diſpatch of 
buſineſs, and to retard it at the ſame time by invidious inſinuations, 
or unjuſt repreſentations of arguments or expreſſions: whenever any 
expreſſion is cenſured, it ought to be repeated in the ſame words; ſor 
otherwiſe, does not the animadverter raiſe the phantom that by en- 
counters ? Does he not make the ſtain which he endeayours with ſo 
much officious zeal to wipe away, 

That no epithets of contempt or ridicule have in this 1 been 
applied to the merchants, nor any violation of decency attempted, it 
is unneceſſary to prove, and therefore it is neither regular nor candid 
to repreſent any man as aggravating the refuſal of their petition with 
reproaches and inſults. But not to dwell longer on this incident, Iwill 
take the liberty of reminding the gentleman, that perſonal invectives 
are always at leaſt ſuperfluous, and that the buſineſs of the day requires 
rather arguments than ſatire. 

Mr. Saxpys then ſpoke as follows Sir, I am by. no means con- 


vinced that the learned gentleman who charges me with irregularity, . 


is better. acquainted than myſelf with the rules and cuſtoms of this 
houſe, which I have ſtudied with great application, aflified. by long 
experience. J hope, therefore, it will be no inexcuſable preſumption, 
if, inſtead of a tacit ſubmiſſion to his cenſure, 1 aſſert in my own vin- 
dication, that I have not deviated from the eſtabliſhed rules of 


the ſenate, that I have ſpoken only in defence of merit inſulted, and 
that I have condemned only ſuch injurious inſinuations. I did not, 
Sir, attempt to repeat expreſſions, as ought not to be heard without 


reply. 

Then the PRESIDENT ſaid: 1 has the gentleman. either heard 
imperfedly, or miſunderſtood theſe expreſſions, which he ſo warmly 
condemns, for nothing has been uttered that could juſtly excite his 


_ indignation, My office obliges me on this occaſion to remark, that 
the regard due to the dignity of the houſe ought to reitrain every. 
| member | 
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proceed with leſs NY; our determinations will have leſs in- 


fuence. - 


Mr. PELHAM ſpoke nete in ſabltabee as follows :—Sir, the re- 


putation which the honourable gentleman has acquired by his un- 
common knowledge of the uſages' of the ſenate, is too well founded 
to be ſhaken, nor was any attack upon his character intended, when 
he was interrupted in the proſecution of his deſign. To cenſure any. 
indecent expreſſion by whomfoeven uttered, is doubtleſs conliſtenit 
with the ſtricteſt regularity ; nor is it leſs proper to obviate any will 5 
preſentation which inattention or miſtake may produce, 

I am far, Sir, from thinking that the gentleman” 8 indignation was 
excited rather by malice than miſtake ;z but miſtakes of this kind may 
produce conſequences which cannot be too cautiouſly avoided. 
How unwillingly would that gentleman propagate through the nation 
an opinion that the merchants were inſulted in this bouſe, their in- 
tereſt neglected, and their intelligence deſpiſed, at a time when no 
aperſion was thrown upon them, nor any thing intended but tender- 


refs and regard? And yet ſach had been the repreſentation of this | 


ds debate, which this numerous audience would have conveyed. to. 


the populace, had not the miſt.ke been immediately rectified, ad 


the rumour” cruſhed in the birth. 


Nothing, Sir, can be more injurious: to che character of this af: 


ſembly, by which the people are repreſented, than to accuſe them of 


treating any claſs of men with inſolonce and contempt, and too much 
dligence cannot be uſed in obviating a report which cannot be ſpread 
inthe nation, without giving riſe to diſcontent, clamours, and ſe⸗ 


dition. 1 


Thoſe who ſhall be inclined to reject the petition, may perhaps act 
with nd leſs regard to the merchants, and may promote their intereſt, 
and their ſecurity with no leſs ardour than thoſe who moſt ſollicitoully 
labour for its reception : for, if they are not allowed to be heard, it. 
ls only becauſe the publick intereſt requires expedition, and becauſe 
erery delay of our preparations is an injury to trade. 


That this is not a proper time for petitions againſt the bill to o be 
beard, is univerfally known, and I can diſcover nothing in the pe- 


tition that reſtrains it to this particular clauſe, which is ſo far from 


being ſpecified, that it appears to be the only part of the bill of which 


tiey have had no intelligence. 
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Let the . advocates for the petition point out any part of it 


that relates to this ſingle clauſe, and I will retract my aſſertion; but az 


it appears that there are only general declarations of the inexpedieney 
of the meaſures propoſed, and the pernicious tendency of the methods 


now in uſe, what is the petition, but a complaint againſt the bill, 
ana a requeſt that it ſhould be laid aſide, 


The practice of impreſſes, Sir, is particularly cenſured, as ſevere 


and oppreflive; a charge which, however true, has no relation to this 


clauſe, which is intended. to promote the voluntary engagement of 
ſailors in the ſervice of the crown; yet it may not be improper to ob- 


: ſerve, that as the practice of impreſſing is, in itſelf, very efficacious, 


and well adapted to ſudden emergencies, as it has been eftabliſhed by 
a long ſucceflion of ages, and is therefore become almoſt a part of our 


conſtitution; and as it is at this time neceſſary to fupply the navy 


with the utmoſt expedition, it is neither decent nor prudent to com- 
plain too loudly againſt, or to heighten the diſcontent of the people 
at a neceſſary evil. 


We have, Sir, examined every part of this bill with hs attention 


which the defence of the nation requires, we have ſoftened the rigour 


of the methods firſt propoſed, and admitted no violence or hardſhip 


that is not abſolutely neceſſary to make the law effectual, which like 


every other law muſt be executed by force, if it be obſtructed or op- 
poſed. We have inſerted a great number of amendments, propoſed 
by thoſe who are repreſented as the moſt anxious guardians of the pri- 


vileges of the people, and it is not ſurely to no purpoſe that the great 
counef of the nation has ſo long and ſo ſtudiouſly laboured. 

Thoſe who are choſen by the people to repreſent them, have undoubt- 
edly, Sir, ſome claim as individuals to their confidence and reſpec; 
for to imagine that they have committed the great charge of ſenato- 
rial employments, that they have truſted their liberties and their hap- 
pineſs to thoſe whoſe integrity they ſuſpect, or whoſe underſtandings 
they deſpiſe, is to imagine them much more ſtupid than they have 


been repreſented by thoſe who are cenſured as their enemies. 


But far different is the regard due to the determinations formed by 


the collective wiſdom of the ſenate ; a regard which ought to border 


upon reverence, and which is ſcarcely conſiſtent with the leaſt mur- 


mur of diſſatis faction. 


If we are to hear the preſent petitioners, is it not probable that be · 


fore we have diſpatched them, we ſhall be folicited by others, who will 


then 
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4. 1740-1. 
then plead the ſame right, ſupported by a new precedent? Andi is it not 
poſſible that by one interruption upon another, our meaſures may be 
delayed, till they ſhall be ineffeQual ? | 

It ſeems to me to be of much more importance to defend the mer- 
chants than to hear them, and I ſhall therefore think no conceſſions 
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at this time expedient, which may obſtruct the great end of our en- 


deavours, the equipment of the fleet. 

Mr. PULTENEY then ſpoke as follows: — ir, notwithſtanding, the 
art and eloquence with which the grant of the merchants petition has 
been ' oppoſed, I am not yet able to diſcover that any thing is aſked 
unreaſonable, unprecedented, or inconvenient, and I am confident, 


that no real objection can have been oyer-looked by the gentlemen 


who have ſpoken againſt it. 
I have ſpent, Sir, thirty five years of my life in the ſenate, and know 


that information has always upon important queſlions been willingly 


received, and it cannot ſurely be doubted that the petitioners are beſt 
able to inform us of naval buſineſs, and to judge what will be the 
right method of reconciling the ſailors to the publick ſervice, and of 
ſupplying our fleets without injuring our trade. 5 
Their abilities and importance have been hitherto ſo Ne ac- 
knowledged, that no ſenate has yet refuſed to attend to their opinion, 
and ſurely we ought not to be ambitious of being the firſt aſſembly 
of-the repreſentatives of the nn chat may refuſed an audience to 


the merchants. 


With regard to the expedience of dit the bill at the preſent 


eonjuncture; he muſt think very contemptuouſly of the petitioners, 
who imagines that they have nothing to offer that will counter-ba- 
lance a delay of two days, and muſt entertain an elevated idea of the 
ricilance and activity of our enemies, enemies never before eminent 
for expedition, if he velicves that they can gain great advantages in 
ſo ſhort a time. | 
The chief reaſon of the oppoſition appears, indeed, not to be either 
the irregularity or inexpediency of hearing them, but the offence 
which ſome have received from an irreverent mention of the power 
of impreſſing, a power which never can be mentioned without Coy 


| plaint or deteſt ation. 


It is not, indeed, impoſlible that they may intend to repreſent to 
the houſe, how much the failors are oppreſſed, how much our com- 
merce is impeded, and how much the power of the nation is exhauſted 
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| them for a crime which it is only poſſible they may commit; let us, 
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by this erpel method, They may 1 to ſhey that ſailots, nat 
having the choice of their voyages, are often hurried through a ſud. 
den change of climates from one extreme to another, and that no- 
thing can be expected from ſuch viciflitudes, but ſickneſs, lameneſs, 
and death. They may propoſe, that to haye juſt arrived from the 


the north, and that the ſeaman may have ſome time to prepare him- 
ſelf for ſo great an alteration, bY A reſidence of. a r months in 
2 temperate climate, 

If this ſhould be their intention, it cannot, in my opinion, Sie 
be called either unreaſonable or diſreſpeRtu), nor will their allegations 
be eaſily diſproved. 


But it is infinuated, that their grievances are probably ſuch as I 


affect them only as diſtinct from the reſt of the community, and that 
they bave nothing to complaino of but 2 temporary InferryRtion of their 
private advantage, : $I | 
4 have, indeed, no idea of the private advantage of a legal trader ; 
for unleſs, Sir, we neglect our duty of providing that no commerce 
ſhall be carried on to the detriment of the publick, the merchants 
profit, muſt be he profit of the pation, and their intereſts inſeparably 
combined, | 

lt may, however, be poſſible, that the merchants may, like other 
meg. pre fer their immediate to their greater advantage, and may be 
impatient of a painfu] remedy, though neceſlary to prevent a morg 


grievous evil. But let us not cenſure them by ſuſpicion, and puniſh 


dit, at leaſt have all the certainty that can be obtained, and allow 
them an audience ; let us neither be ſo poſitive as not to receive in- 
formation, nor fo rigorous as not to liſten to entreaties. 

Tf the merchants have nothing to offer, nothing but complaints, 
and can propoſe no better meaſures than thoſe which they lament, if 
their arguments ſhould be found to regard only their. preſent intereſt 
and to be formed i upon narrow views and private purpoſes, it will be 
eaſy to detect che impoſtute, and reject it with the indignation it ſhall 
deſerve ; ; nor will our proceedings be then cenſured by the nation, 
which requires not that the merchants ſhould be impligitly*b believed, 
though it expects that they ſhquld be heard. Let us at leaſt have . 
convention, though we ſhould not be able to conclude a treaty. 

Þ hoow net, - Sir, Why We hare not FRA care to obviate all theſe 

difficulties, 
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giffculties, and to remove the neceflity of petitions, debates, ſearches, | 
and impreſſes, by the plain and eaſy method of a voluntary regiſter; 
by retaining ſuch a number of ſeamen as may probably be requiſite 
upon ſudden emergencies, Would not the nation with more chear- 
fulneſs contribute half-pay to thoſe who are daily labouring for the 
publick good, than to the caterpillars of the land mn wy oe 
old in lazineſs, and are diſabled only by vice ? | 

Let ten thouſand men receive daily a ſmall ſalary, upon cbaiddn 
that they ſhall be ready, whenever called upon, to engage in the ſer- 
rice of the crown, and the difficulty of our naval hogs will be 
at an end, 

That it is neceſſary to exert ourſelves on this cetvaidt; and to 
frike out fome meaſures for ſecuring the dominion of the ocean, 


cannot be denied by any one who conſiders that we have now no 


other pretenſions to maintain; that all our influence on the continent, 
at whatever expence gained and ſupported, is now in a manner loſt, 
and only the reputation of our naval ſtrength remains to preſerve us 
from being trampled and inſulted by every power, and from finding 
Spaniards in every climate. 

Sir WILLIAM YONGE ſpoke in ſubſtance, as follows -—Sir, the 
violence and ſeverity of impreſſes, ſo often and ſo pathetically 
complained of, appears to be now nothing more than a puniſhment 


inflicted upon thoſe who neglect or refuſe to receive the encourage- 


ment offered with the utmoſt liberality by the government, and de- 
cline the ſervice of their country from a ſpirit of avarice, obſtinacy, 
or reſentment. | 

That ſuch men deſerve ſome ſevericies; cannot be doubted; and 
therefore a law by which no penalty ſhould be enacted, would be im- 
The obſervation, Sir, of all laws is to be 
enforced by rewards on one fide, and puniſhments on the other, that 
every paſſion may be influenced, and even our weakneſs made inſtru» 
mental to the performance of our duty. 

In the bill before us no puniſhment is indeed expreſsly decreed, be- 
cauſe the ſailors who ſhall diſregard it, are only left to their former 
hardſhips, from which thoſe who engage voluntarily in the n 


of the navy are exempted. 
Why ſo many rewards and ſo much violence mould be neceſſary . 
to allure or force the failors into the publick ſervice, I am unable 
to comprehend ; for, excepting the ſudden change of climates, which 
* 4 may 
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may doubtleſs ſometimes bring on diſtempers, the ſervice of the king 
has no diſadyantages which. are not common to that of the mer. 
. Chants. 
The wages in Pugs navy are 3 leſs, but a * is 1 re. 
| woof that they are certainly paid, and that the ſailor is in leg 
. danger of loſing by a tempeſt, or a wreck, the whole profits of hi; 
voyage, becauſe, if he can preſerve his life, he receives his Pay. But 
in trading voyages, the ſeamen mortgage their wages, as a ſecurity 


for their care, ms if the ſhip is loſt, Ws are n to for. 


feit. | | 
Thus, Fir, the hardſhips of ths navy appear not ſo. great when 


compared with thoſe of the merchants ſervice, as they have been 
* hitherto repreſented; and I doubt not, that if counſellors were 
to be heard on both ſides, the meaſures taken for luppizing the fleet 


would be found to be reaſonable and juſt. 


Sir John Barnard roſe to ſpeak, when Mr, Fox called to order, 
| and proceeded. - 


Sir, it is well bawen to be one of the 3 and unvari able 


orders of this houſe, that no member ſhall ſpeak twice in a debate 


on the ſame queſtion, except when for greater freedom we reſolve 
ourſelves. into a committee. Upon this queſtion the honourable gentle- 


man has already ſpoken, and cannot therefore be heard again without 


ſuch a tranſgreſſion of our orders as mult inevitably produce confuſion. 

Sir JOHN BARNARD ſpoke thus :—Sir, I know not for what rea- 
ſon the honourable gentleman apprehends any violation of the order 
of the houſe ; for as I have not yet ſpoken upon the preſent queſtion, 
J have an undoubted Cs to be heard, a LR which that gentleman 


cannot take away. 


Sir WILLIAM YoxGe next ſpoke to this effect: WY" knw 
not by what ſecret diſtinction the gentleman ſupports in his own 
mind this declaration, which, to the whole houſe, muſt appear very 
difficult to be defended ; for we mult, before we can admit it, allow 
our memories to have orlaken us, and our eyes. and ears to have 
been deceived. _ 

Did he not, as ſoon as the clauſe before us was read, riſe and 
aſſert the characters of the petitioners, and their right to the atten- 
tion of the houſe ? Did he not d well upon their importance, their 


abilities, and their integrity; and enforce, with his uſual eloquence, 


every motive io the reception of the petition? How then can he 
alſett 
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aſſert that he has not ſpoken i in the preſent debate, and how. can he 


expect to be heard a ſecond time, ſince, however his eloquence may 
pleaſe, and his arguments convince, that pleaſure and conviction 
cannot now be obtained, without infringing the ending orders of 


the houſe. | | 


Then the PRESIDENT roſe, ad ſpoke to this dent 2 is 


up without uneaſineſs that I ſee the time of the houſe and of the 
publick waſted in fruitleſs cavils and unneceſſary controverſies. 
kvery gentleman ought now to conſider that we are conſulting upon 


no trivial queſtion, and that expedition is not lefs neceſſary than ac- 
curacy. It cannot be denied, Sir, [to Sir John Barnard, ] that you 
have-already ſpoken on this queſtion, and that the rules of the houſe 
do not allow you to ſpeak a ſeeond time. 

Sir RoggRT WALPOLE faid :—Sir, I am far from thinking the 
order of the houſe ſo ſacred, as that it may not be neglected on ſome 
important occaſions, and if the gentleman has any thing to urge ſo 
momentous, that, in his own opinion, it outweighs the regard due 


to our rules, I ſhall willingly conſent that he ſhall be heard. 


Sir Joun BARNARD ſpoke as follows :—Sir, I am far from being 
inclined to receive as a favour, what, in my own opinion, I may 


claim as a right, and deſire not to owe the liberty of ſpeaking to the | 


condeſcenſion of the right honourable gentleman. 


Wat I have to urge is no leſs againſt the bill in general than the | 
particular clauſe now immediately under our conſideration, and though 
the petition ſhould relate likewiſe to the whole bill, I cannot diſ- 
cover why we ſhould refuſe to hear it. 


Petitions from men of much inferior rank, ad whoſe: intereſt is 
much leſs cloſely connected with that of the publick, have been 
thought neceſſary to be heard, nor is the meaneſt individual to be 
injured or reſtrained without being admitted to offer his arguments 
in his own favour, Even the journeymen ſhoemakers, one of the 
loweſt claſſes of the community, have been permitted to bring their 
council to our bar, and remonſtrate againſt the inconveniencies to 
which they were afraid of being ſubjected. I | 

Mr, WIN NIN S TON ſpoke thus :—Sir, I am always willing to hear 
petitions, when reſpectfully drawn up, and regularly ſubſcribed, but 
can by no means diſcover that this is a real petition, for I have 
heard of no names affixed to it; it is therefore a requeſt from no- 


ys and by rejeRing it no man is refuſed, It may, fo far as can be 
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discovered, be drawn up by the gentleman who offered it, and perhaps 
2 other perſon may be acquainted with it. 

Mr. Hay ſpoke to the following purport:— Sir, it is, in my opi. 
nion, neceſſary that a petition in the name of the merchants of Lon. 


don ſhould be ſubſeribed by the whole number, for if only a few 


ould put their names to it, how does it appear that it is any thing 
more than an apprehenſion of danger to their own particular Intereſt, 
which perhaps the other part, their rivals in trade, may conſider as an 
advantage, or at leaſt regard with indifference. This ſuſpicion is 
much more reafonable, when a petition is ſubſcribed by a ſmaller 
number, who may eaſily be imagined to have partial views, and de- 
figns not wholly conſiſtent with the intereſt of the publick, | 
Admiral W aGER then ſpoke thus : Sir, if 1 am rightly informed, 
another petition is preparing by feveral eminent merchants, that this 
clauſe may ftand part of the bill; and certainly they ought to be 
heard as well as the preſent petitioners, which will occaſion great 
and unneceffary delays, and therefore J am againſt the motion. 
Advocate CAMPBELL anſwered to this effect: — Sir, I agree with 


that honourable gentleman, that if the merchants are divided in opi- 


/ 


nion upon this point, one {ide ought to be heard as well as the other, 


and hope the houſe will come to a reſolution for that purpoſe : for I 


ſhall invariably promote every propoſal which tends to procure the 
fulleſt information i in all affairs that ſhall comę before us. 


| Then the action was put, that the further ednfiddrativn of the 
report be adjourned for two days, in order to hear the merchants, 
and it paſſed in the negative, ayes 142, noes 192+ 


On the report this day the eleven clauſes of ſeverity were given up 
without any diviſion, and a clauſe was added, viz. Provided 
that nothing in this bill ſhall be conſtrued to extend to any con- 
tracts or agreements for the hire of ſeamen [or perſons employed 
as ſuch] in voyages from parts beyond the ſeas, to any other 

| parts beyond the , or to Great Britain.“ 


The engroſſed bill ( for the encreaſe and encouragement of ſea- 
men,” was read, according to order, when Mr. Dicsy roſe, 


and ſpoke as follows: 


Sir, I have a clauſe to be offered. to the houſs as neceſſary to be in- 
| ſerted 
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erbam I (red in the bill before us, which was put into my hands by a mem- 

er, whom a ſudden misfortune-has made unable to attend his duty, 
 opi. ind which in his opinion, and mine, is of great importance, and I 
' Lon. ball therefore take the liberty of reading it. 


a fen Wil « Be it enaQed, that every ſeaman offering himſelf to ſerve his majeſty, 


thing ſhall, upon being refuſed, receive from ſuch captain, lieutenant, 
tereft, 'or juſtice of the peace, a certificate, ſetting forth the reaſons 
fin, for which he is refuſed, which certificate may be produced by 
ion is him, as an exemption from n ſeized by a warrant of im- 8 
maller preſs,” 

id de- | | | 2 


I hope the reaſonableneſs and equity of this clauſe is ſo incon- 
ez teſtably apparent, that it will find no oppoſition; for what can be 
189 | 


to be law which they have endeavoured to obey. To what purpoſe are 
rewards offered, if they are denied to thoſe who come to claim them? 
What is it leſs than theft, and fraud, to force a man into the ſervice 
with Wl vdo would willingly have entered, and ſubje& him to hardſhips 
yithout the recompence which he may juſtly demand from the ſolemn 


opi- 

Ng promiſe of the legiſlature, 

for | Admiral WAGER next ſpoke to this effect: Sis to | this ks 
e WY which the gentleman has repreſented as ſo reaſonable and juſt, objec- 


tions may, in my opinion, be eaſily made, of which he will himſelf 
| acknowledge the force, The great obſtruction of publick meaſures 

the is partiality, whether from friendſhip, bribery, or any other motive z 
nts, againſt partiality alone the clauſe which is now offered, is levelled, 

and indeed it is ſo dangerous an evil, that it cannot be obviated with 

too much caution. 
1 Up But this clauſe, inſtead of preventing private correſpondence, and 
illegal combinations, has an evident tendency to produce them, by 
inciting men to apply with pretended, offers of ſervice to thoſe who are 
before ſuborned to refuſe them, then make a merit of their e 
and demand a certificate. 

By ſuch artifices multitudes may pits from thei im- 
preſs who may be known to be able ſailors, even by thoſe that con- 
duct it, and may, under the protection of a certificate, fallaciouſly 
obtained, laugh at all endeavours to engage them in che Po 
ſervice. 


Mr. Dienr poke thus Sip. if this authority, lodged in the 
hands 


more cruel, unjuſt, or oppreſſive, than to puniſh men for negleQ of 
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hands of thoſe who are ptopoſed in the clauſe to be entruſted wich it, 
de in danger of being executed, without due regard to the end for 
which. it is granted, Jet it be placed where there is neither temptation 
nor opportunity to abuſe it. Let the admiralty alone have the 
of granting ſuch certificates, the officers of which will be able to 
| Judge whether the ſailor is really unfit for the ſervice, and deliver 
8 thoſe whom age or accidents have diſabled from the terror of im. 
| preſſes; for ſurely, he that is fit to ſerve, when taken by violence, 
Is no leſs qualified when he enters voluntarily, and he who could not 
be admitted when he tendered himſelf, ought not to be dragged 
wy, when perhaps he has contracted for another voyage. 
Mr. Wack replied : — Sir, it is, doubtleſs, more proper to place 
| *fuch authority i in the officers of the admiralty, than in any other; but 
it does not appear that the benefit which the ſailors may receive from 
it, to whatever hands it is entruſted, will not be over-balanced by 
the injury which the publick will probably ſuffer, 1 
Sailors are frequently levied in remote parts of the kingdom; in 
n where the admiralty cannot ſpeedily be informed of the reaſons 
for which "thoſe that may petition for certificates have been refuſed, 
and therefore cannot grant them without danger of being deceived by 
draiidulent accounts. 4 SBRA9 
” The grievance for which the ys is cha cannot frequently 
occur; 3 for it is not probable that in a time of naval preparations, 
any man qualified for the ſervice ſhould 8 ehe 1 the officers 
gain nothing by their refuſal. | 
Me. Hay ſpoke as follows :—Sir, it is very poſſi ble that thoſe in- 
ſtances which may be produced of men, who have been impreſſed by 
one officer, after they have been rejected by another, may be only 
the conſequences of the high value which every man is ready to ſet 
'upon his own abilities: for he that offers himſelf, no doubt, de- 
mands the higheſt premium, though he be not an able ſailor ; and, if 
rejected, and afterwards impreſſed as a novice, thinks himfelf at li- 
berty to complain, with the molt i importunate vehemence, of fraud, 
partialiry, and * hd | 


The queſtion being put Was reſolved in the negative, Amo una- 
| nimouſiy. 


* * 


* 


Mr. SOUTHWELL offered a clauſe, importing, « That all Gailors 


: _ who. mould take advance- money of the merchants; ſhould be 
55 obliged 
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with it obliged to perform their agreements, or be liable to be taken up 
end fo by any roar or orgs 3 the — and depp Se deſerters, ; 
ptation il except t * were in his majeſty 's ſhips of war. 

power He was ſeconded by Lord Gacs :—Sir, as this clauſe has no other n 


able to tendency than to promote the intereſt of the merchants, without ob- 
deliver fructing the publick preparations ; - as it tends only to confirm legal 
of in. WW contraQs, and facilitate that commerce from whence the wealth and 


lence, power of this nation ariſes, I hope it will readily be admitted, as we 


ld not I nay, by adding this ſanction to the contracts made between the 
ragged Wl nerchants and ſailors, in ſome degree balance the obſtructions where- 

| with we have embarraſſed trade by the other clauſes. 
) place Admiral WAGER replied :-- This clauſe is unqueſtionably reafubable; | 
; but but not neceſſary; for. it is to be found already in an act made for the 
e from encouragement of the merchants, which is {ill in force, and ought, 
ced by WM whenever any ſuch frauds are committed, to be rigorouſly obſerved. 


Sir RoBBRT WALPOLE then deſired that the clerk might read the 


n; in act, in which the clauſe was accordingly found, and Mr: South- 
caſons welt withdrew * motion. | | $4 
fuſed, | e 


ed by T hen the queſtion v was put, whether the bill “ for the evil 
and -encouragement of ſailors” do. paſs, which was 3 


ently in the unn 1 15 3 * 19 

tions, 

icers 4 — 
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7 March 13, 1740-1. 

| de. The bouſe being abe into a committee for the conſt deration of the bill 
1 if for the puniſhment of mutiny and deſertion, and for the better payment 
: . of the army and their quarters, &c. Sir WILLIAM YONGE defi fred 
aud, bat 5 "261th and 26th clauſes of the late att Fr be read, which 


were read as follows: 


X x. 1t is hereby enacted, that the Her and ſoldiers, ſo undd 
and billeted, ſball be received by the owners of the inns, livery-ſtables, * 


una- 


lors 
| be 
nw 
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| ole-houſes, victualling- houſes, and other bouſes in which they are al- 
lowed to be quartered * OE by this act; and ſhall pay ſuch rea- 1 


1 
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nazis prices as Hall be appointed, from time to time, zy tbe ju, 
of the peace, in their general and quarter- ſeſſions of each county, city, 
or diviſion, within their reſpectiur Juriſdiftions e and the juftices of il, 
Peace aforeſaid, are hereby impowered and required to ſet and appoint, 
in their general or quarter-ſeſſions aforeſaid, fuch reaſonable rates, for 


ah neceſſary proviſions for fuch officers and ſoldiers, for one or more 
nights, in the ſeveral cities, towns, villages, and ather places, which 


| they ſhall come to in their march, or _ ee their 


vo reſidence and quarters. 


xx I, That the quarters, — oth and foldrers i; in Great Britax 
may be duly paid and failsfied,” be it chatted, that every Mer, th 
' whom-it belongs to recerve' the pay or ſubſitentt-mittey; either fir a 

_ whole regiment, or particular troops and compuntes, Gall immediatih, 

; eee of every particular ſum; on acroumt f pay or ſub- 
ene, give publict' notict thereof to all priſons kerping inn, ir 
ather places where officers or ſolaters are quartered by virtue of this 
att: als appoint them. and others to repuir to their quarters, with- 
in four days at the fartheſt, after the. receipt of the ſame, to declare 
the accounts or debts (if any ſpall be) between them and the officers and 


officer or officers are hereby required immediately to difebarge, before any 
part of the ſaid pay or ſubſiſtente b diſtributed to the offictrs or ſol- 
diers: provided the ſaid accounts exceed not for a commiſſion officer of 


horſe, under a captain, for one day's diet and ſmall beer, two Hil- 


lings; for one commiſſion officer of dragoons, under & captain, one 


ſpilling ; for ene commiſſion officer of foot, under @ captain, one ſhil- 
Ang; and for hiy and firato, for one horſe, ſix pence ; for one 

'  dragoon or light horſeman' s diet and ſmall beer, each day fix pence, and 
bay and ftraw for his horſe, fix pence ; and alſo not to exceed four 
pence a day, for one foot ſoldier's diet and ſmall beer. 5 


He then ſpoke to the following effect: Sir, whether there is any 
real difficulty in the clauſes which you have now heard read, or whe- 
ther there are ſuch paſſages as may be eifily underſtood by thoſe who 
have no intereſt to miſtake them, and which are only ' clouded by an 
artificial obſcurity, whether they are in themſelves capable of different 
meanings, or whether avarice or poverty have produced-unreafonable 
interpretations, and found ambiguities only becauſe they were de- 


termined not to be diſappointed in their ſeareh; whether this Jaw is 
diſobeyed, ä 


ſeldiers quartered in thrir reſpective hoiſis: which accounts the ſaid. 
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iſobeyed, becauſe it is miſunderſtood, or only miſunderſiood-by-thoſe . 
ho had reſol ved to diſobey ĩt, the committee muſt determine. 


It, has been for. many years, underſtood that inn- holder 5 


keepers of publick houſes were obliged: by this law to ſupply ſoldiers: 
quartered upon them with diet and ſmall; beer, and hay and ſtraw for 
their, hotſes, at ſuch, rates as are mentioned in the act; nor can 1 


liſcover that theſe clauſes admit of any other interpretation, or 
tat any other could be intended * the ſenate 0 * it was 


enacted. 

The pay of the 3 Sir, was mall known, to thoſe, 1 
heir conſent to this law, it was intended by them that the ſoldiers 
ſhould be ſupplied with neceſſaries, and it could not be meant that 


they ſhould- pay for them more than they received; they therefore 
ctabliſhed, the rate at which they were to be furniſhed, and fixed 


he higheſt rate which the wages of a ſoldier allow. him to pay. 
This interpretation was, as I ſuppoſe, from its apparent conſo- 


nance to reaſon, univerſally allowed, till the inhabitants of Ledbury, . 


whither ſoldiers had been ſent to ſuppreſs a riot and. enforce the 
lays, found their appr rehenſions ſo ſharpened. by their malice, that 
they diſcovered. in the act an ambiguity, which had, till that time, 
eſcaped the penetration. of the moſt, ſagacious, and, upon compariſon 


of one circumſtance. with another, found themſelves under no obli-- | 


ration to give any aſſiſtance to the ſoldiers. . 
They therefore, Sir, not only refuſed to afford them vi quale at the 
accuſtomed rates, but proceeding from, one latitude of interpretation 


to another, at length denied them not only the privilege of diet, but 


the uſe of kitchen utenſils, to dreſs the proviſions which they bought 
for themſelves, and at laſt denied their claim to the fire itſelf. 

The ſoldiers, exaſperated, not only at the breach of their eſta- 
bliſhed and unconteſted privileges, but at the privation of the neceſ-. 
lies of life, began to think of methods more ſpeedy and efficacious 
than thoſe of arguments and remanſtrances, and to form reſolutions 
of procuring by force, what, in their opinions, was only be force 
withheld from them, 

What might have been the event of this controverſy, to whidh exe 


tremities a conteſt about things ſo neceſſary might have been carried, 
how wide the conteſt might have ſpread, or how long it might have 


ale, we may imagine, but cannot determine; had not a ſpeedy de- 
ciſion 
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cifion been cedures, its conſequences might have been fatal to mul. ind imple 
titudes, and a great part of the nation been thrown into confuſion, : they muſt 
Having received an account of the affair from the officers who com. Wl { this is 
manded at that place, I conſulted the attorney general what was the WW (cate; up 
deſign of the law, and the extent of the obligation enforced by it, and poſe them 
was anſwered by him, that the ſums which were to be paid for the diet But to 
of the men, and the hay and ſtraw for the horſes, being ſpecified, it WM yhoſe fire 
mult neceſſarily be intended, by the legiſlature, that no higher rates ginal pric 
| ſhould be demanded ;—that the power granted to the juſtices of peace ¶ Ie afforde 
was wholly in favour of the ſoldier, and that they might leſſen the indeed, b 
payment at diſcretion in places of uncommon cheapneſs, or years of Wl fnily on 
extraordinary plenty, but could not encreaſe it on any occaſion, it may be 
Another diſpute,” Sir, of the like nature was occaſioned by the late WW caſe; an 
; ſcarcity: a6 Wakefield, where the juſtices, upon the application of nen, am 
the inn-keepers, | made uſe of the authority which they ſuppoſed to lanty of t 
bave been repoſed in them by the act, and raiſed the price of hay nere (ol 
and ſtraw to eight pence, which the ſoldiers were not Zn to pay, Wl bacdſhip t 
without ſuffering ſor want of victuals, | Howev 
On this occaſion likewiſe I was applied to, and upon conſulting Wi ported bo 
the preſent. attorney general, received the ſame anſwer as before; ¶ ſome law 
and-tranſmitting his opinion to the place from whence I received the ¶ conſulted 
complaint, it had ſo much regard paid to it, tone the additional de- Wl terrupted 
mand was thenceforward remitted. neceſſary 
The letters which thoſe two learned Waben ſent to me on this ſub- plicitly a 
ject I have now in my hand; and hope their opinion will be thought rerfies. 
ſufficient authority for the interpretation of an act of the ſenate. Mr. S. 
Nor is their authority, Sir, however great, ſo ſtrong a proof of 
the juſtneſs of this interpretation, as the reaſonableneſs, or rather ne- Ml ne produ 
ceſſity of admitting it. The only argument that can be produced don of + 
againſt it, is the hardſhip impoſed by it on the inn-holder, who, as warrante 
it ĩs objected, muſt be obliged by the law, ſo underſtood, to furniſh 
the ſoldiers: with proviſions for a price at which he cannot afford them. 
But let it be conſidered, how much more eaſily the landlord can Wl , oppt 
furniſh them at this price, than they can provide for themſelves, and could be 
the difficulty will immediately vaniſh. If ſoldiers are neceſſary, they The k 
muſt neceſſarily be ſupported, and it appears, upon reflection, that 
their pay will not ſupport them by any other method. WH poſitions 
If they are obliged to buy their victuals, they muſt likewiſe buy 1 don to 
Me) an . 
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they muſt ſell them, and buy new, atevery change of their quarters: 


{this is impoſſible, it will be allowed not to be the meaning of the 


pnate; upon whoſe wiſdom it would be a cenfiire too ſevers to ſup« 
pſe them capable of enacting im poſſibilities. 


But to the inn-holder, Sir, whoſe utenſils are always in uſe, 0 


whoſe fire is always burning, the diet of à ſoldier coſts only the ori- 
zinal price paid to the butcher, and in years of common plenty may 
te afforded without loſs at the price mentioned in the act. It cannot; 


indeed, be denied that, at preſent; every ſoldier is a burthen to the 


family on which he is quartered, in many parts of the kingdom; but 
it may be reaſonably hoped, that the preſent ſcarcity will quickly 
czaſe; and that proviſions will fall back to their former value; and 
nen, amidſt all the complaints with which the ſeverity and irregue 
Juity of the late ſeaſons have filled the nation, there are many places 
where ſoldiers may be maintained at the ſtated rates; with very little 
hardſhip to their landlords. 

However, Sir, as this interpretation of the act, 3 thus ſup- 
ported both by authority and reaſon, has been diſputed and denied, as 
ſome lawyers may be of a different opinion from thoſe whom I have 
conſulted, and as it is not likely that the practice thus in» 
terrupted will now be complied with as a preſcription; 1 think it 
neceſſary to propoſe, that the price of a ſoldier's diet be more ex- 
plicitly aſcertained, that no room may remain for future contro- 
ſerſies. | 

Mr. Sanpys then toſe and ſpoke as follows —sir, I am very fat 
from thinking the authority of theſe learned gentlemen, whoſe letters 


ne produced, incontrovertible proof of the juſtneſs of an interpreta· | 


tion of an act of the ſenate, where that interpretation is not in itſelf 
warranted by reaſon, nor conſiſtent with the preſervation .or enjoy- 


ment of property. Much leſs ſhall I agree to ſupport their interpre- 


tation by a new law, or eſtabliſn, by an act of the legiſlature, a kind 
of oppreſſion, for which, however tacitly ſubmitted toz nothing 
could be pleaded hitherto but cuſtom. 

The burthen, Sir, of a ſtanding army, is s already too heavy to be 
much longer ſupported, nor ought we to add weight to it by new im- 
politions z it ſurely much better becomes the repreſentatives of the nas 


tion to attend to the complaints of their conſtituents, and where they 
V OL. 1. 2 2 ard 


1nd implements to dreſs them ; and what is ſtill a greater hardſhip; 
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ebe ond be mile from real grievances, to contrive ſome expedient 
for alleviating their calamities. 
A heavy and dreadful calamity, Sir, lies now in a particular man 


ner upon the people; the calamity of famine, one of the ſevere ve to be { 
ſcourges of Providence, has filled the whole land with miſery and la One of 
mentation, and ſurely nothing can be more inhuman than to chuſe ready fixe 
out this ſeaſon of horror, for new encroachments on their privileges, they are e 
and new invaſions of the rights of nature, the dominion of their oy For m 
houſes, and the regulation of their own tables, | wut think 
The hon ourable gentleman, Sir, has mentioned places where pro the price 
viſions, as he ſays, are ſtill to be bought at eaſy rates. For my part WW the pay of 
1 am fixed in no ſuch happy corner of the kingdom, I fee nothing Mr. C 
but ſcarcity, and hear nothing but complaints, and ſhall therefore b de hono 
very far from admitting now ſuch methods of ſupporting the army make pre 
as were thought too burthenſome in times of plenty, nor will com fis no le 
bine in laying a new tax upon any claſs of my countrymen, when gulations 
they are ſinking under an enormous load of impoſts, and in want of ſulted ar 
the neceſſaries of life. protectio 
Sir WILLIAM VON OE replied in the manner following :— Sir, ro- The u 
thing is more eaſy than outcry and exaggeration, nor any thing leſs regarded. 
uſeful for the diſcovery of truth, or the eſtabliſhment of right. The bate; for 
moſt neceſſary meaſures may often admit of very florid exclamations we ſhoul 
againſt them, and may furniſh very fruitful topics of invective. | gueſts, 
When our liberties, Sir, are endangered, or our country invaded, kgiſlatur 
it may, be very eaſy, when it is propoſed that we ſhould have recour: WM treatmer 
to our ſwords for fecurity, to bewail in pathetic language the miſerics The 1 
of war, to deſcribe the deſolation of cities, the waſte of kingdoms, fafety, b 
the inſolence of victory, and the cruelty of power inflamed by ho- civilities 
tilities. Vet to what will thoſe repreſentations contribute, but u ſame ſub 
make that difficult which yet cannot be avoided, and embarraſs mes- If it 1 
ſures which muſt however be purſued. fame tin 
Such, Sir, appear to me to be the objection made to the method allowed 
now propoſed of providing neceſſaries for the ſoldiers, methods not fuities, 
eligible for their own ſake, but which ought not to be too loudly expeCtat 
condemned, till ſome better can be ſubſtituted: for why ſhould the change | 
publick be alarmed with groundleſs apprehenſions, or why ſhould we variety 
make thoſe laws which our affairs oblige us to enact, leſs agreeable Such 
to the people by partial repreſentations ? ? by. thoſt 
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In the diſcuſſion of this queſtion, Sir, is to be conſidered whether 
Gldiers are to be ſupported, and whether it will be more proper to 
maintain them by the method of aſcertaining the rates at which they 

ve to be ſupplied, or by encreaſing their pay. 


RCH 1 1 
Xpedient 


lar man 
> ſevered 


and la One of theſe two ways it is neceſſary to take, the proviſions are al- 
to chu ready fixed at as high a price as their pay will allow; if, therefore, 
ivileges, they are expected to pay more, their wages muſt be encreaſed. | 
1etr ow For my part 1 ſhall comply with either method, though I cannot 


but think it my duty to declare that in my opinion it is ſafer to fix 
ere pro. the price of proviſions, which muſt ſink in their value, than to raiſe 
ny parti the pay of the army, which may never afterwards be reduced. | 
nothing Mr. GyBBoN then ſpoke to this effe&t:—Sir, I agree with 
efore be the honourable. gentleman, that if ſoldiers are neceſſary, we muſt | 
e army, nake proviſion for their ſupport. This is indiſputably certain, but 
II con-fff tis no leſs certain, that where ſoldiers are neceſſary, reſtraints and re- 
when pulations are neceſſary likewiſe, to preſerve thoſe from being in- 
want o ſulted and plundered by them, who maintain them for the ſake of 
protection. | 
The uſefulneſs, Sir, of this caution ſeems not to' be known, or not 
recarded,” by the gentleman whoſe propoſal gave occaſion to this de- 
hate; for by enacting laws in general terms, as he ſeems to adviſe, 
we ſhould leave the unhappy inn-keeper wholly at the mercy of his 
gueſts, who might plunder and inſult him under the protection of the 
legiſlature, might riot as in a conquered country, and ſay—To this 
treatment you are ſubjected by the determination of the ſenate. 


ir, no- 
ing leſs 

The 
nations 
8 
vaded, 
>courfe 


niſertes The unhappy man, Sir, could have no proſpect either of quiet or 
dome f:fety, but by gratifying all the expectations of his maſters, returning 
bo civilities for inſolence, and receiving their commands with the 
but to | 


ſame ſubmiſſion that is paid in capitulating towns to the new garriſon, 


| MEa- If it be neceſſary to aſcertain the price, is it not neceſſary at the 

ſame time to aſcertain the ſpecies and quantity of proviſions to be 
eto :1lowed for it? Is a ſoldier to fatten on delicacies, and torevel in ſuper- 
Js not 


fuities, for four-pence a day? Ought not ſome limits to be ſet to his 


Wl | expeQations, and ſome reſtraints preſcribed to his appetite? Is he to 
1d the change his fare with all the capriciouſneſs of luxury, 22 relieve by 
Id f variety the ſqueamiſhneſs of exceſs ? 

eable 


Such demands as theſe, Sir, may be thought Judicrous and telling; 
by thoſe who do not reflect on the inſolence of flaves in authority, 


who do not conſider that the licenſe of a military life is the chief 
| 2 2 inducement 


bf” 


a; , 
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b that brings voluntiers into the army; an inducement 
which would, indeed, make all impreſſes ſuperfluous, were this pro. 
poſal to be adopted : for how readily would all the lazy and volup- 
tuous engage in a ſtate of life which would qualify them to live upon 
the labour of others, and to be profuſe without expence ? 

Our army may by this method be encreaſed, but the number af 
thoſe by whom they are to be maintained, muſt quickly diminiſh : 
for by exaction and oppreflion the poorer inn-keepers muſt quickly 
become bankrupts, and the ſoldiers that loſe their quarters muſt be 
added to the dividend allotted to the more wealthy, who by this ad- 

ditional burthen will ſoon be reduced to the ſame tate, and then our 
| army muſt ſubſiſt upon their pay, becauſe they will no longer haue 
it in their power to encreaſe it by plunder. 
It will then be inevitably neceſſary to divide the _ from the reſt 
of the community, and to build barracks for their reception; an ex- 
pedient, which, though it may afford preſent eaſe to the nation, 
cannot be put in practice withqut danger to our liberties, 
The reaſon, for which ſo many nations have been inſlaved by 


DL 3 a T2. on 


ſtanding armies, is nothing more than the difference of a ſoldier's] 


condition from that of other men. Soldiers are governed by par- 
| ticular laws, and ſubjeR to particular authority ; authority, which, in 
the manner of its operation, has ſcarcely any reſemblance: of the civi 
power. Thus they ſoon learn to think themſelves exempt from all 
other laws; of which, they either do not diſcover the uſe, and there- 
fore eaſily conſent to aboliſh them; or envy the happineſs of thok 
who are protected by them, and fo prevail upon themſelves to deftroy 
thoſe privileges which have no other effect, with regard to "= but 
to aggravate their own dependence. 

Theſe, Sir, are the natural conſequences of a military ſubjection; 
and if theſe conſequences are not always ſpeedily produced by it, 
they muſt be retarded by that tenderneſs which conſtant inter- 
courſe with the reſt of the nation produces, by the exchange of re- 
ciprocal acts of kindneſs, and by the frequent inculcation of the 
wickedneſs of contributing to the propagation of ſlavery, and the 
ſnbverſion of the rights of nature; inculcations which cannot be 
avoided by men who live in conflacie fellowſhip with their country- 
men. | 1 Mo 

But ſoldiers ſhut up in a. barrack, excluded from all converſation 


with ſuch as are wiſer and honeſter than themſelves, and taught thi! 
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temen WY bins is a virtue but implicit obedience to the commands of their 
is pro. officer, will ſoon become foreigners in their own country, and 
volup. narch againſt the defenders of their conſtitution, with the ſame ala- 
e upon city as againſt an army of invaders ravaging the coaſts; they will 
| he all ſenſe of ſocial duty and of ſocial happineſs, and think no- 
ber of Ml ting illuſtrious but to inſlave and deſtroy. 
ainiſh: & fatal, Sir, will be the effects of an eſtabliſhment of barracks, 
Juickly a petty garriſons, in this kingdom; and therefore, as barracks muſt 
uſt be be built when inn-keepers are ruined, and our concurrence with this 
his ad- rropolal muſt produce their ruin, I hope it will not be neceflary to - 
en our WM prove by any other argument, that the motion ought to be rejected. 
er haye Mr. PELHAM ſpoke next in terms to this purpoſe :—Sir, though 
[am not inclined by loud exaggerations and affected expreſſions of 
he ref: WM tenderneſs to depreſs the courage, or inflame the ſuſpicions of the peo- 
an ex- le, to teach them to complain of miſeries which they do not feel, 
ation, I er ward againſt ill deſigns which were never formed, yet no man is 
more really ſollicitous for their happineſs, or more deſirous of remov- 
ed by WM ng every real cauſe of fear and occafion of hardſhips. 
dier; WM This affection to the people, an affection ſteady, regular, and un- 
y par- Haken, has always prompted me to prefer their real to their ſeeming 
ich, in intereſt, and rather to conſult the ſecurity of their privileges than the 
e civil Ml gratification of their paſſions ; it has hitherto determined me to vote 
\m all br ſuch a body of troops as may defend us againſt ſudden inroads 
there. and wanton inſults, and now incites me to propoſe that ſome effica- 
tho MI cious method may be ſtruck out for their ſupport, without exaſpera- 


eftroy Ml ting either the ſoldiers or their landlords by perpetual wrangles, or 


1, but adding to the burthen of a military eſtabliſhment the neceſſity of con- 
tentions in courts of law. fie | 
Jon; I know not with what view thoſe have ſpoken by whom the propo- 
by it, el firſt made has been oppoſed ; they have indeed produced objec- 
inter- tions, ſome of which are ſuch as may be eaſily removed, and others 
of re- ſuch as ariſe from the nature of things, and ought not therefore to be 
of the WI mentioned, becauſe they, have no other tendency than to inflame the 
the minds of thoſe that hear them againft an army, at a time when it is 
ot be allowed to be neceſſary, and prove only what was never denied, that 


ntry- 
poſſible to avoid a greater evil but by ſuffering a leſs. 


ation The queſtion before us, Sir, is in its own nature fo ſimple, ſo little 
tha eon nected with cireumſtances that may diſtract our attention, or in- 
bing ; 2 * 1 duce 


0 


no human meaſures are abſolutely perfect, and that it is often im- 


— 2 — 
— —— — 


duce different men to different conſiderations, that when I refle 
upon it, I cannot caſily conceive by what art it can be made the 


ſubje& of long harangues, or how the moſt fruitful i imagination can 
expatiate upon it, x 
It is already, admitted that an army is neceſſary; the pay of that 
army is already eſtabliſhed ; the accidental ſcarcity of forage and 
victuals is ſuch, that the pay is not ſufficient to maintain them; ho 
then muſt the deficiencies be ſupplied ? Te has been propoſed either 
to fix the price of . proviſions with reſpect to them, or to advance 
their wages in ſome proportion to the price of proviſions. Both 
theſe methods ſeem to meet with diſapprobation, and yet che army 
is to be ſupported. | | 
Thoſe who reaſon thus, do ſurely not expect to be anſwered, 
at leaſt expect from a reply no other ſatisfaction than that of ſceine 
the time of the ſeſſion waſted, and the adminiſtration harraſſed wit 
trivial delays z for what can be urged with any hope of ſucceſs to hin 
who will openly deny contradictory propoſitions, who will neither 
move nor ſtand ſtill, who will neither diſband an army nor ſup. 


port it? 


Whether theſe gentlemen conceive that an army may ſubſiſt with, 
out victuals till the time of ſcarcity is over, or whether they have 


raiſed thoſe forces only to ſtarve them, I am not ſagacious enough to 


conjecture, but ſhall venture to obſerve, that if they have ſuch a con- 
fidence in the moderation and regularity of the ſoldiers, as to ima. 
gine that they will ſtarve with weapons in their hands, that they 
will live within the ſight of full tables, and languiſh with hunger, 
and periſh for want of neceſſaries, rather than diminiſh the ſ uperfluities 
ar others, they ought for ever to ceaſe their outcries about the licen- 
tiouſneſs, inſolence, and danger of a ſtanding army. 


But, not to hgk into levity unworthy of this aſſembly, may I be 


permitted to hint that theſe arts of protracting our debates, are by no 
means conſiſtent with the reaſons for which we are aſſembled, and that 
it is a much better proof, both of ability and integrity, to remove ob- 
jections, than to raiſe them, and to eilungte than, to retard, the bus 
ſineſs of the publick. i 

The propoſal made at firſt was only to elucidate a Jaw which had 
been re gularly obſerved for fifty years, and to remove ſuch ambiguities 
as tended only to embarraſs the inn-holders, not to relieve them. 

To this many pjections have been made, and much declamation 
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has been employed to diſplay the hardſhips of maintaining OT) 
hut no better method has been yet diſcovered, nor do! expect that. | 
y will be ſtarted, not attended with greater difficulties, 

In all political queſtions, queſtions too extenſive to be fully com- 
prehended by ſpeculative reaſon, experience is the guide which 4 wiſe 
man will fol low with the leaſt diſtruſt, and it is no trivial recommen- 
dation of the preſent method, that it has been ſo long purſued with- 
out any formidable i inconvenience or loud complaints, 

Hardſhips, even when real, are alleviated by long cuſtom ; ; we bear 


CH 19, 
I reſſeq 


ade the 
tion Ca 
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age and 
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ady 

Y * any preſent uneaſineſs with leſs regret, as we leſs e the time 

le army in which we were more happy; ; at leaſt by long acquaintance with any 
grievance we gain this advantage, that we know it in its whole ex- 

red, of ent, that it cannot be aggravated by our Imagination, . and that there 

' ſecin, WY is no room for ſuſpecting that any miſery is yet behind more heavy 

i wi than that which we have already borne, _ 

to him Such is the preſent ſtate of the practice now recommended to this 

1cithe aſembly, a practice to which the inn- keepers have long ſubmitted, 

Ir {ups and found it at leaſt tolerable, to which they knew themſelves expoſed 


when they took out a licence for the exerciſe of that profeſſion, and. 
which they conſider as a tax upon them, to be balanced againſt the 
advantages which they expect from their employment. 

This tax cannot be denied at preſent to be burthenſome in a very 
uncommon degree, but this weight has not been of long continu- 
ance, and it may be reaſonably hoped that it wi ll now be made every 


with. 
have 
gh to 


con. 


ima. 
they day lighter. It is indeed true, that no unneceſlary impoſitions ought 
nger, to be laid upon the nation even for a day, and if any gentleman can, 
lities propoſe a method by which this may be taken off or alleviated, I ſhall, 
cen. readily comply with his propoſal, and concur in the eſtabliſhment of 
new regulations. 
] be| With regard to barracks, I cannot deny that hos. are juſtly names of 
y no terror to a free nation, that they tend to make an army ſeem part of 
that our conſtitution, and may contribute to infuſe into the ſoldiers a diſ- 
ob- regard of their fellow ſubjects, and an indifference about the liberties 
bu of their country; but I cannot diſcover any connection between a pro- 
viſion for the ſupport of ſoldiers in publick-houſes, in a ſtate of con- 
1ad ſtant familiarity with their countrymen, and the erection of barracks, 
les by which they will be, perhaps for ever, ſeparated from them, nor 


can diſcover any thing in the method of ſupporting them now re- 
05 | Z. 4 commended 
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e that does not FA rather. to the: promotion of mutual 
good offices, and the confirmation of friendſhip and benevolence, 
The Advocate CAMPBELL next ſpoke, in ſubſtance as follows : — 
Sir, whence the i impropriety « of raiſing objections to any meaſures that 
are propoſed is imagined ta ariſe I am unable to diſcover, having hi- 
therto admitted as an incontrovertible opinion, that it is the duty of 
every member of this aſſembly to deliver, without reſerve, his ſen- 


timents upon any queſtion which. is brought before him, and to ap- 
prove or cenſure according to his conviction. 


If it be his duty, Sir, to condemn what he thinks dangerous or in- 


convenient, it ſeems by no means contrary to bis duty, to ſhow the 
reaſon of his cenſure, or to lay before the houſe thoſe objections 
which he cannot ſurmoung by his own rellection. 
neceſſary to admit implicitly all that is aſſerted; and to deny, or diſ- 
approve without reaſon, can be no proof of duty, or of wiſdom; 3 and 
how ſhall i it be known, that he. who produces no objeQions, acts from 
any other motives, than private malevolence, diſcontent, or caprice! ? 

Nor is it, Sir, to be imputed as a juſt reaſon for cenſure to thoſe 
who have oppoſed the motion, that no other meaſures have been 
offered by en to the conſideration of the committee. It is neceſſary 
to demoliſh a uſeleſs or ſhattered edifice, before a firm and habitable 
building can be erected in its place: the firſt ſtep to the amendment 
of a law is to ſhow its defects; ; for why ſhould any en be 
made where no inconveniency is diſcovered ? | 


K. the chief objection that was offered, no anſwer has yot wo 


made, nor has the aſſembly been informed how the inn- keeper ſhall 
be able to diſcover when he has paid the tax which this law lays upon 
him. This is indeed a tax of à very particular kind, a tax without 
limits, and to be levied at the diſcretion of him for whoſe benefit it is 
paid. Soldiers quartered upon theſe terms, are more properly raiſing 
contributions in an enemy's country, than receiving AGEs in their 
own. 

Is i it intended by this motion, that the inn-keepers ſhall judge what 
ought to be allowed the ſoldier for his money! ? I do not ſee then that 
any alteration i is propoſed i in the preſent condition of our army; for 
who | has ever refuſed to ſell them food for their money at the common 

rice, or what neceflity j is there for a law to enforce a practice equally 
lo the ada! tage of all parties f if it be propoſed that the oldies 
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ſhall judge for pimſelf, that he ſhall ſet what value 1 ſhall think fit 
on his own money, and that he ſhall be at once the interpreter and 


execucioner of this new law, the condition of the inn-keeper will 
then be ſuch as no ſlave in the mines of America can envy, and ſuch 


z he will gladly quit for better treatment under the moſt arbitrary 


and oppreſſive government. 

Nor will the infolence of the ſoldier, thus inveſted with unlimited 
authority, thus intitled to implicit obedience, and exalted; above the 
reſt of mankind, by ſeeing his claim only bounded by his own mo- 
eration, be confined to his unhappy landlord. Every gueſt will 
become ſubject to his intruſion, and the paſſenger muſt be con- 


tent to want his dinner, whenever the lord of the inn Ihall like it. 


better than his own. 
That theſe apprehenſions, Sir, are not groundleſs, may be proved 


from the conduct of theſe men, even when the law was not ſo favour- 


able to their deſigns ; ſome of them have already claimed the ſole do- 


minion of the houſes in which they have been quartered, and inſulted 


perſons of very high rank, and whom our antient laws had in- 
tended to ſet aboye the inſults of a turbulent ſoldier. They have ſeen 
the proviſions which they had ordered taken away by force, partly 
perhaps. to pleaſe the appetite of the invader, and partly to gratify his 
inſolence, and give him an opportunity of boaſting among his com- 
rades, how ſucceſsfully he bluſtered. | 

If it be neceſſary, Sir, to inſert a new clauſe i in the act to prevent 
lawſuits, which, however advantageous they may ſometimes be to 
me, I ſhall always | be ready to obviate, it is ſurely proper to limit 


the chim of one party as well as that of the other, for how elle is the 


ambiguity taken away ? The difficulty may be indeed transferred, but 
is by no means removed, and the inn-keeper muſt wholly repoſe 


himſelf ypon the lenity and juſtice of the ſoldier, or apply to the 


courts of law for the interpretation of the act. 
The queſtion between us is ſaid to be ſo free from perplexity, that 


it can ſcarce y give occaſion for harapgues or diſputations ; and indeed. 


i cannot but be allowed, that the controverſy may ſoon be brought 
to a ſingle point, and I think nothing more is neceſſary than to en- 


quire, if inn- holders ſhall be obliged to provide victuals for ſoldiers 


at a ſtated price, what, and how much the ſoldier ſhall demand. 


The er of raiſing mongy at pleaſure, has been hitherto de- 
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nied to our kings, and ſurely we ought not to i that confidence 
in the loweſt, that has been refuſed to the moſt exalted of mankind, 
or inveſt our ſoldiers with power, which neither the moſt warlike 
of our monarchs could conſtrain us, nor the moſt popular allure us 
to grant, 

The power now POLY to be granted, is Sis leſs than the 
power of levying money, or what is exactly equivalent, the power 
of raiſing the money in their cwn hands, to any imaginary value, 
A foldier may, if this motion be complied with, demand for a pen- 
ny, what another man muſt purchaſe at forty times that price. 
While this is the ſtate of our property, it is ſurely not very neceſſary 
to raiſe armies for the defence of it; for why ſhould we preſerye it 
from one enemy only to throw it into the hands of another, equally. 
rapacious, equally mercileſs, and only diſtinguiſhed from foreign in- 
vaders by this circumſtance, that he received from our own hands the 
authority by which be plunders us. 

Having thus evinced the neceſſity of determining the ſoldiers pri- 
yileges, and the inn-keepers rights, I think it neceſſary to recom- 
mend to this aſſembly an uncommon degree of attention to the re- 
gulation of our military eſtabliſhment, which is become not only 
more burthenſome to our fellow ſubjects by the preſent famine, but 
by the encreaſe of our forces; an encreaſe which the nation will 
not behold without impatience, unleſs they be enabled to diſcern for 
what end they have been raiſed, 

The people of this nation are for very juſt reaſons diſpleaſed, even 
| with the appearance of a ſtanding army, and ſurely it is not prudent 
to exaſperate them, by augmenting the troops in a year of famine, 
and giving them at the ſame time. new powers of extortion and * 
preſſion. 

Mr. WINNING TON ſpoke to this purpoſe: — Sir, I have heard 
nothing in this debate, but doubts and objections, which afford no 
real information, nor tend to the alleviation of thoſe grievances, 
which are ſo loudly lamented. 

It is not ſufficient to point out inconveniences, or to give ſtriking 
repreſentations of the hardſhips to which the people are expoſed; 
for unleſs ſome better expedient can be propoſed, or ſome method 
diſcovered by which we may receive the benefits, without ſuffering 


the diſadvantages of the preſent practice, how does it appear that 
| theſe 
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meſe hardſhips, however ſevere, are not inſeparable from our pre- 


ſent condition, and ſuch as can only be removed, by expoſing our- 


ſelyes to more formidable'eyils ? 

As no remedy, Sir, has been propoſed be thoſe who appear diſlaeiſ- 
fied with the preſent cuſtom, it is reaſdnable to imagine that none 
will be eaſily diſcovered; and therefore I cannot but think it reaſon- 
able that the motion ſhould be complied with. Be it no new im- 


poſition is intended, nor any thing more than the eſtabliſhment of. 


a practice which has continued for more than fifty years, and never, 
except on two. occaſions, been denied to be legal. It is only pro- 
poſed that the ſenate ſhould confirm that interpretation of the act 
which has been almoſt univerſally received, that they ſhould do what 
can produce no diſturbance, becauſe it will make no alterations, 
but may prevent them; becauſe it may prevent any attempts of in- 
novation, or diverſity of opinions. 

Sir JohN BARNARD ſpoke next to the following effect :—Sir, whe⸗- 
ther the intepretation of the act which is now contended for, has 
been univerſally admitted, it is impoſſible to know, but it is at leaſt cer- 
tain, that the practice which is founded upon it, has in many places 
never 'been followed, nor indeed can it be made general without 
great imptopriety. 


Many of thoſe, Sir, 1 are Qiled keepers of publick ry = 
and on whom ſoldiers are quartered under that denomination, have 


no conveniency of furniſhirig proviſions, becauſe they never- ſell 
them ; ſuch are many of the keepers of livery-ſtables, among whom 


it is the common method to pay ſoldiers a ſmall weekly allowance, 


inſtead of lodging them in their houſes, a lodging being all which 
they conceive themſelves obliged to provide, and all that the ſoldiers 


have hitherto required; nor can we make any alteration in this me- 


thod without introducing the licence and inſolence of ſoldiers into 
private houſes; into houſes hitherto unacquainted with wy degree 
of riot, incivility, or uproar, 

The reaſon for which publick houſes are aſſigned for the quarters 
of ſoldiers, is partly the greater conveniency of accommodating 
them in families that ſubſiſt by the entertainment of ſtrangers, and 
partly the nature of their profeſſion, which by expoſing them to fre- 
quent encounters with the rude and the debauched, enables amn 


But 
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But with regard, Sir, to the perſons whom I have mentioned, opponen 
neither of theſe reaſ6ns have any place; they have not, from their and of 
daily employment, any opportunities of furniſhing ſoldiers with objectio 
beds or victuals, nor by their manner of life are adapted to ſupport ] do 
intruſion or ſtruggle with perverſeneſs. Nor can I diſcover why any ſhould | 
man ſhould force ſoldiers into their houſes, WIS enn not willingly his opp 
admit them into his own. ſurely 

Mr. Cocks ſpoke to this effe& :— Sir, the i mentioned by urged 1 
the honourable gentleman, I know to be generally followed by all anſwer: 
thoſe that keep alehouſes in the fuburbs of this metropolis, who pay But 
the foldiers billetted on them a compoſition for their lodging, nor who {| 
ever ſee them but when they come to receive it; ſo far are they from proofs, 

: imagining that they c can claim their whole ſubſiſtence at any ſtated of the 
price. | tion ? 

It is "A ent, therefore, that by admitting this motion, we ſhould The 

not confirm a law already received, but eſtabliſh a new regulation but th 
unknown to the people; that we ſhould lay a tax _ the a, ever v 

and fend our ſoldiers to collect it. | ther a 
l General Wap roſe, and ſpoke to this purpoſe :—Sir, I have been cuſton 
= long converſant with military affairs, and therefore may perhaps be Th 
| able to give a more exact account from my own knowledge of the caſe, 
antiquity and extent of this practice, than other gentlemen have ought 
had, from their way of life, an opportunity of obtaining. x form 
It was, Sir, in the reign of king William, the conſtant method ſtreng 

by which the army was ſupported, as may be eaſily imagined by It 
thoſe who reflect, that it was common for the ſoldiers to remain for that 
eight or ten months unpaid, and that they had therefore no pofſibi- neral, 
lity of providing for themſelves the neceſſaries of life. Their pay the ft 
never was received in thoſe times by themſelves, but iſſued in ex- of th 
chequer bills for large ſums, which the inn-keepers procured to be enfor 
exchanged and divided among themſelves, in 8 to their that 
debts. | | Ic 
Such was the practice, Sir, in that reign, which has been gene- man; 
rally followed to this time, and the rates then fixed have not ſince cuſtc 
been changed ; and as no inconveniency has ariſen from this method, plied 
I can diſcover no reaſon againſt confirming and continuing it. vatic 
Mr. PuLTENEY ſpoke next, in the manner following :— Sir, inco 


hes that have ſpoken in defence of the motion, have accuſed theis | V 
an. cpponents and 


Ae 


$4 ? FH 


and modeſt in his behaviour, the inn-keeper will chearfully furviſh 


n WwozInY a1itk : 4248 
opponents, with great confidence, of declaiming without arguments, 
and of waſting the time of the ſeſſions in a uſeleſs repetition of 
objections. | Cs ie. 

do not indeed wonder that the Ane which have been raiſed 
ſhould have given ſome diſguft, for who can be pleaſed with hearing 
his opponent produce arguments which he cannot anſwer ? But 


ſurely the repetitions may be excuſed ; for an objection is to be 
urged in every debate till it is 1 or is eee to be un- 


anſwerable. 
But what, Sir, have thoſe urged in defence of their own opinions, 
who fo freely animadvert upon the reaſonings of others:? What 


ptoofs, Sir, have they given of the ſuperiority of their own abilities, 


of the depth. of their reſearches, or the acuteneſs of their penetra- 
tion ? 

They have not produced one Sima in favour of their motion, 
but that it is founded on cuſtom ; they have not diſcovered, how- 
ever wiſe and ſagacious, that it is always neceſſary to enquire whe- 
ther a cuſtom be good or bad ; for ſurely without ſuch enquiry no 
cuſtom ought to be confirmed. 

The motion which they would ſupport, is indeed aſclef in either 
caſe, for a good cuſtom will continue of itſelf, and one-that is bad 
ought-not to be continued... It is the buſineſs of the legiſlature to re- 
form abuſes, and eradicate corruptions, not to give them new 
ſtrength by the ſanction of a law. | 

It has been urged, Sir, that the law in reality exiſts ad 8 

that the act has been interpreted in this ſenſe by the attorney ge- 
neral; and that his interpretation is generally received. This is then 


the ſtate of the queſtion: if the practice, founded upon this fenſe 


of the act, generally prevails, there is no need of a new clauſe to 
enforce what is already complied with; if it does not prevail, all 
that has been urged in defence of the motion falls to the ground. 

I do not doubt, Sir, that this cuſtom has been received without 


many exceptions, and therefore think it ought ſtill to remain a 
cuſtom, rather than be changed into a law, becauſe it will be com- 


plied with as a cuſtom, where there are no obſtacles to the obſer- 
vation of it ; and it ought not to be enforced by law, where it is 


inconvenient and oppreſſive, 
While the ſoldier, Sir, is moderate in his FIRE, and peaceable 
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him even more than he can afford at the ſtated price; and certainly 
rudeneſs, inſolence, and unreaſonable expectations, may juſtly be 
puniſhed by the forfeiture of ſome con veniencies. Thus, Sir, the 


inn-keeper will preſerve ſome degree of authority i in his own houſe, | 


a place where the Jaws of nature give every man dominion, and 
the ſoldier will continue a regular and inoffenſive member of civil 
ſociety. 7 
The abſurdity of leaving the ſoldier at large in his demands, and 
limiting the price which the inn-keeper is to require, has been already 
expoſed beyond the poſſibility of reply; nor indeed has the leaſt at- 
tempt been made to invalidate this objection; for it has been paſſed 
in ſilence by thoſe who have moſt zealouſly eſpouſed the motion. 
The account given by the honourable gentleman of the reaſon for 
which this regulation was firſt introduced in the reign of king Wil- 


liam, is undoubtedly juſt; but it proves, Sir, that there is no ne- 
. ceſlity of continuiag it; for the ſoldiers are now conſtantly paid, and 


therefore need not Tat aſſiſtance from the inn-keeper, which was 
abſolutely requiſite when they were ſometimes ſix months without 
money. 

It has been urged, Sir, with great importunity and vehemence, 
that ſome expedient ſhould be propoſed in the place of this, which fo 
many gentlemen who have ſpoken on this occaſion ſeem inclined to 
reject, and which indeed cannot be mentioned without contempt or 


abhorrence. That the ſoldiers ſhould know 28 well as their landlord 
their own rights, is undoubtedly juſt, as well as that they ſhould have 


ſome certain means of procuring the neceſſaries of life; it may there- 
fore be proper to enact, that the inn-keeper ſhall either furniſh them 


with diet at the eſtabliſhed rates, or permit them to dreſs the victuals 
which they ſhall buy for themſelves, with his fire and utenſils, and 


allow them candles, ſalt, vinegar, and pepper. By this method the 
- ſoldiers can never be much injured by the incivility of their landlord, 
nor can the inn-keeper be ſubjecled to arbitrary demands. The ſol- 


dier will ill gain, by decency and humanity, greater conveniencies 
than he can procure for himſelf by his pay alone, and all opportunities 
ol oppreflion on either fide will in a great meaſure be taken away. 


I cannot but expreſs my hopes that this method will be generally 


approved. Thoſe that have oppoſed the eſtabliſhment of an army 


will be pleaſed. to ſee it made leſs grievous to the people; and thoſe 
t haye declared i in its favour, ought ſurely to gs without oppo- 
ſitlon, 
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ſtion, any meaſures, by the . of which it may be 8 with 
fewer complaints and leſs reluctance. 


[The conſzderatian of this tics” was deferred, hb the 2 
man having moved for leave to ſit again, it was reſolved to pro- 


ceed on this buſineſs upon the next day but one, in a committee 
of the whole houſe. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS... 
| March 15 1740-I, | | 


The oder of the day being read for the houſe to reſolve rel in into a committee 
of the whole houſe, to conſider the bill for puniſhing mutiny and de 8 
and the better paying the army and their quarters, 


S WILLIAu YONGE ſpoke in ſubſtance as war. th 
Jaſt day which was aſſigned to the conſideration of this bill, was ſpent 
in long altercations, in vague and unneceſſary diſquiſitions, in retro- 
ſpective reflections upon events long paſt, and in aggravating of grie- 
vances that may never happen; much ſagacity was exerted, and much 
eloquence diſplayed, but no determination was attained, nor . even 


that expedient examined, by which thoſe objections might be removed 


which appeared ſo important, or thoſe dangers obviated which were 
repreſented ſo formidable and ſo near. 


I hope, Sir, part of the time which has intervened between that 


debate and the preſent day, has been employed by the gentle- 
men, whoſe ſcruples were ſo numerous, and whoſe caution is ſo vi- 
gilant, in contriving ſome methods of maintaining the army without 
opprefling the victuallers, and of providing for our defence againſt 


foreign enemies without ſubjecting us to the evils of diſcontent and 


diſaffection, which they impute to the preſent ſtate of the military 


eſtabliſhment. 

To object for ever and to advance nothing, is an eaſy method of 
diſputation upon any queſtion, but contributes very little to the in- 
ereaſe of knowledge: an artful and acute objector may confound, 


and darken, and diturb, but never aſſiſts enquiry, or illuſtrates 
truth. | 5 
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In political queſtions, Sir, it is ſtill more eaſy and leſs i ingenuous; 
for all political meaſures are in ſome degree right and wrong at the 
ſame time: to benefit ſome they very frequently bear hard upon 


others, and are therefore only to be approved or rejected as advan. | 


tages appear to over-balance the inconveniencies, or the ncotveni. 
encies to out-weigh the advantages. 


It is, Sir, the proper province of a ſenator to promote, At to ob. 


ſtruct the publick counſels, and when he declares his diſapprobation 
of any expedient, to endeavour to ſubſtitute a better : for how can 
he be ſaid to ſuſtain his part of the general burthen of publick affairs, 
who lays others under the neceſſity of forming every plan, and in- 
venting every expedient, and contents himſelf with only cenſuring 
what he never endeavours to amend ? | 

That every man, who is called forth by his country to ſit here as 
the guardian of the publick happineſs, is obliged, by the nature of 
his office, to propoſe in this aſſembly whatever his penetration or ex- 
perience may ſuggeſt to him as advantageous to the nation, I doubt 
not but all that hear me are ſufficiently convinced ; and therefore 
cannot but ſuppoſe that they have ſo far attended to their duty, as to 
be able to inform us how the preſent i inconveniencies of this bil may 
be remedied, and its defects ſupplied. 

To ſhew, Sir, at leaſt my inclination to expedite an affair fo im- 
portant, I ſhall lay before the houſe an amendment that I have made 
to the clauſe, purſuant to a hint offered the laſt day by an honour- 
able member, That all inn-holders, viftuallers, &c. ſhall be obliged ti 
Turniſb folders with ſalt, vinegar, ſmall beer, candles, fire, and utenſils to 
dreſs their victuals, and ſo doing ſhall not be 9 t0 ſupply the troops 
with proviſions, except on à march. 

I am far, Sir, from thinking the aa as it will ſtand after this 
amendment, compleat and unexceptionable, being conſcious that 
ſome articles in it may require explanation. The quantity of ſmall 
beer to be allowed to each ſoldier muſt neceſſarily. be aſcertained in 
order to prevent endleſs and indeterminable diſputes ; for one man, 
Sir, may demand a greater quantity than another, and a man may be 
ape by malice or wantonneſs to demand more than health re- 
quires; it will therefore be proper to limit the quantity which muſt 
be furniſhed, that neither the ſoldier may ſuffer by the avarice of 
his landlord, nor the landlord be n by the eluttony of the 


ſoldier. 
With 
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With an to this azeſtion, Sir, I expect to find different opi- 
nions in this aſſembly, which every man is at liberty to offer and to 


yindicate: and I ſhall take this opportunity of propoſing on my part, 
that every man may have a daily allowance of three quarts, One 


quart to each meal may be allowed in my opinion to be ſufficient, and 


ſure no gentleman can imagine that by this limitation much ſuper- 
fuity is indulged. 

There are ſome parts, Sir, of this kingdom, 1 in which cyder is 
more plentiful, and cheaper than ſmall beer, conſequently it may be 
for the eaſe of the victualler to have the choice allowed him of fur» 


niſhing one or the other; it will therefore be a very proper addition 
to this clauſe, that the inn-keepers ſhall allow the ſoldier wor day | 


three quarts of either ſmall beer or cyder, 

That penal ſanctions, Sir, are eſſential to laws, and that n no man will 
ſubmit to any regulations i inconvenient to himſelf, but that he may avoid 
ſome .heavier evil, requires not to be proved; and therefore to com- 
pleat this clauſe, I propoſe that the victualler who ſhall neglect or re- 
fuſe to obſerve it ſhall be ſubject to ſome fine for his non-com- 
pliance, f | 

Mr. PELHAM ſpoke to this effect; —Sir, cannot omit this oppor- 
tunity of obſerving how much the burthen of the army is diminiſhed 
by the judicious regulations invariably obſerved in the late reigns, 
and how little the aſſignment of troops is to be dreaded by the 


victualler. 


In the reign of king William, Sir, before funds were eſtabliſhed, | 


while the credit of the government was low, the meaſures of the 
court were often obviated or defeated by the ſuperiority of the diſ- 


contented party, and the ſupplies denied which were neceſſary to 


ſupport them, and in expectation of which they had been undertaken, 
it was not uncommon for the towns in which the troops were ſta- 


toned, to murmur at their gueſts; nor could they be charged with 
complaining without juſt reaſons; for to quarter ſoldiers upon a 


houſe, was in thoſe days little leſs than to * troops to live at 
diſeretion. | 
As all ſupplies, Sir, were then accaſional and temporary, and no- 
thing was granted but for the preſent exigence, the prevalence of 
the oppoſition for a ſingle ſeſſion embarraſſed all the meaſures of the 
court in the higheſt degree, their deſigns Were at a ſtand, the forces 
Vol. I. A a | were 


M U. 'D I N Y 8. 1 1. 1. f 1353 , 


1 
f 
9 


e — 


Nr 


1 354 nA ONE Luanen 15 


were unpald, and they were obliged to wait till another ſeſſion for an 


opportunity of proſecuting their ſchemes, | 

Thus, Sir, the ſoldiers were ſometimes five months without their pay, 
and were neceſſarily ſupported by the inn-keeper at his own expence, 
with how much reluctance and diſcontent I need not mention, It 
cannot but be immediately conſidered, upon hearing this account of 
the ſoldier's condition, with how many reproaches he would receive 
his victuals, how roughly he would be treated, how often he would 
. "be inſulted as an idler, and frowned upon as an intruder. Nor can 
it be imagined that ſuch affronts, however they might be provoked, 
would be borne without return, by thoſe who knew themſelyes not 
the authors of the provocation, and who thought themſelves equal 
ſufferers with thoſe who complained. When the inn-keeper growled 
at the ſoldier, the ſoldier, it may be ſuppoſed, ſeldom failed to 
threaten or to plunder the inn-keeper, and to rife in his demands as 
his allowance was retrenched, 

Thus, Sir, the landlord and his gueſt were the conſtant enemies 
of each other, and ſpent their lives in mutual complaints, injuries, and 
Inſults, 

But by the preſent r of our military eſtabliſhment, this 
great evil is taken away; as the ſoldier requires no credit of the vidu- 
aller, he is conſidered as no great incumbrance on his trade, and being 
treated without indignities, like any other member of the community, 
he inhabits his quarters without violence, inſolence, or rapacity, 
and endeavours to recommend himſelf by officiouſneſs and civility. 

In the preſent method of payment, Sir, the troops have always 
one month's s pay advanced, and receive their regular allowance on 
the ſtated day; fo that every man has it in his power to pay his Jand- 
lord every night for what he has had in the day; or if he ima- 
gines himſelf able to procure his own proviſions at more advantage, 
he can now go to market with his own money, 


It appears therefore to me, Sir, that the amendment now propoſed | 


is the proper mean between the different intereſts of the inn- - keeper 

and ſoldier, by which neither i is made the ſlave of the other, and by 

which we ſhall leave to both opportunities of kindneſs, but take from 
them the power of oppreſſion, 

Mr. CARE next ſpoke as follows:—Sir, the amendment now 

| e is not, in my opinion, ſo unreaſonable or unequitable as to 
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demand a warm and ſtrenuous oppoſition, nor ſo compleat as RG to be 
ſubject to ſome objections; objections which, however, may be eaſily 


removed, and which would perhaps have been obviated, had they 


been foreſeen by the gentleman who propoſed it. 
Fhe allowance, Sir, of ſmall liquors propoſed, 


* 


1 cannot but 


think more than ſufficient ; three quarts a day are ſurely more than 


the demands of nature make neceſſary, and I know not why the 
legiſlature ſhould promote, or confirm in the ſoldiery, a vice to which 
they are already too much inclined, the habit of tipling. 

The inn-keeper, Sir, will be heavily burthened by the obligation 
to ſupply the ſoldier with ſo many of the neceſſaries of life with- 
out payment, and therefore it may be juſtly expected by him, that 
no ſuperfluities ſhould be enjoyed at his expence. | 

But there remains another objection, Sir, of far more importance, 
and which muſt be removed before this clauſe can be reaſonably paſf- 
ed into a law. It is not declared, or not with ſufficient perſpicuity, 
that it is to be left to the choice of the inn-keeper, whether he will 
furniſh the ſoldier with proviſions at four pence a day, or with the 
neceſſaries enumerated in the clauſe for nothing. If it is to be left 
to the choice of the ſoldier, the victualler receives no relief from 
the amendment, to whoſe option, ſince he muſt ſuffer in either caſe, 
it ought to be referred, becauſe he A can tell by which method 
he ſhall ſuffer leaſt, | | | 

Mr. CoxN WALL ſpoke in the manner following :—Sir, it is _ 
without the greateſt diffidence that I riſe to oppoſe the gentleman 
who offered the amendment, for his abilities are ſo far ſuperior to 
mine, that I object without hope of being able to ſupport my ob- 
jection, and contend with an abſolute certainty of being overcome, 
I know not whether it may be allowed me to. obſerve, that the dif- 


ference between our faculties is with regard to ſtrength and quick- 


neſs, the ſame as between the cyder of his country and that of mine, 
except that in one part of the parallel the advantage is on eur fide, 
and in the other on his. 

The cyder, Sir, of our county is one of our moſt valuable com- 
modities, ſo much eſteemed in diſtant places, that our merchants 
often ſell it by the bottle, for more than the ſoldier has to give for 
the proviſion of a day, and of ſuch ſtrength, that I, who am accuſ- 
tomed to the uſe of it, never was able to drink three quarts in any 
ſingle day. | | 
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I therefore, Sir, the ſoldier is to have three quarts of this cyder, 
when ſmall beer is not eaſily to be procured, not only the inn-keeyer, 
but the army will be injured ; for what greater harm can be done 
to any man, than to initiate him in a habit of intemperance ? and 
what outrages and inſolencies may not be expected from men truſted 
with ſwords, and kept from day to day, and from month to month, 
in habitual drunkenneſs by a decree of the ſenate ? | 

Sir WiLLIAMYoNGt replied to this purpoſe: —Sir, I know not why 
the gentleman has thought this a proper opportunity for diſplaying 
his eloquence in the praiſe of his own cyder. That he loves his 
own county cannot be wondered, for no paſſion is more univerſal, 
and few leſs to be cenſured ; but he is not to imagine that the pro- 
duce of his native ſoil will be generally allowed to excel that of other 
counties, becauſe early habits have endeared it to him, and familia- 
riſed-it to his particular palate. 

The natives of every place prefer their own fruits and their own 
liquor, and therefore no inference can be drawn from approbation 
ſo apparently partial. From this prejudice I am far from ſuſpeQing 
myſelf free, nor am deſirous or induſtrious to overcome it: neither 
am I afraid of expoſing myſelf to all the cenſure that ſo innocent a 
prepoſſeſſion may bring upon me, by declaring, that, in my opinion, 


the cyder of my native county is of equal excellence with that which | 


this gentleman has ſo liberally extolled. 
Mr. CoRnwaLL anſwered to the following effect: - Sir, how 


little expect victory in this controverſy I have already declared, and 


I need not obſerve of how ſmall importance it is what foil produces 
cyder of the greateſt excellence and value, ſince if there be other 
places where the cyder is equally eſteemed, and purchaſed at the 
ſame rate, it is yet more neceſſary to provide by ſome exception, 
that the foldier ſhall not be intitled to demand, of the victualler, 
liquor to more than thrice the value of his pay, nor be allowed to 
revel in continual drunkenneſs, and to corrupt his morals, and ener- 
vate his limbs by inceſſant debauchery, | | 
But fince, Sir, the preference due to the cyder of my county has 
been denied, in my opinion, with great partiality and injuſtice, I 
think myſelf obliged, by all the laws of honour and gratitude, to 

we up once more to vindicate its ſuperiority, and aſſert its value. 
The laws of honour, Sir, require this from me, as they oblige 
every man to ſtand forth a vindicator of merit lighted and oppreſſed; 
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and gratitude calls loudly upon me to exert myſelf in the protection 
of that to which I have been often indebted for a pleaſing luſpenſe 
of care, and a welcome flow of ſpirit and gaiety. | 

The, cyder, Sir, which I am now reſcuing from contemptuous 
compariſons, has often exhilarated my ſocial hours, enlivened the 
freedom of converſation, and improved the tenderneſs of friendſhip, 
and ſhall not therefore now want a panegyriſt. It is one of thoſe 
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| few ſubjects on which an encomiaſt may expatiate without fevigting 


from the truth, _ | 

Would the honourable gentleman, Sir, who has 58 1 this 
wonder-working nectar, but honour my table with his company, he 
would quickly be forced to retract his cenſures, and, as many of 
his countrymen have done, confeſs that nothing equal to it is pro- 
duced in any other part of the globe, nor will this confeſſion be the 
efect of his regard to politeneſs, but of his adherence to truth. 

Of liquor like this, Sir, two quarts is undoubtedly ſufficient for 
a daily allowance, in the lieu of ſmall beer, nor ought even that to 
be determined by the choice of the ſoldier, hut of the inn- keeper, 
ſor whoſe benefit this clauſe is ſaid to be inſerted, and from whoſe 
grievances I hope we ſhall not ſuffer our attention to be n 
by any incidental queſtions, or ludicrous diſputes. 

Mr. Gore then ſpoke to the following effe& :—Sir, that the 2l- 
lowance of two quarts a day is ſufficient, and that to demand more 
is 2 wanton indulgence of appetite, is experimentally known, and 
therefore no more ought to be impoſed upon the inn-keeper. 

Nor is this, Sir, the only part of the clauſe that requires our 
conſideration, for ſome of the other particulars to be provided by 
the victualler, may eaſily furniſh perverſe tempers with an oppor- 
tunity of wrangling : vinegar is not to be had in every part of the 
kingdom, and where it cannot be procured, ought not to be re- 


quired ; for neither reaſon nor experience will inform us that vi- 


negar ought to be ranked among the neceſſaries of life. 

Sir WILLIAM YoNGE made the following reply Sir, by the 
alteration now made in the clauſe, the inn · keepers are effectually 
relieved from a great part of the burthen which, in my opinion, 
this act has hitherto laid upon them; the neceſſity of furniſhing the 
ſoldiers quartered upon them with proviſions at the ſtated price, 
whatever might be the ſcarcity of the ſeaſon or of the country. That 
this was the intention of the act, is aſſerted by thoſe whok reputa- 
A235 5 tion 
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ion and promotion are ſufficient evidences or their amt in the 
Interpretation of our laws, 

The inn-keeper may now either accept or refuſe the nahes price, 
as it ſhall appear to him moſt conſiſtent with his intereſt; nor will 
there be for the future any room for murmuring at unbenlöhäbie de. 
-mands, ſince he may oblige that ſoldier whom ey cannot om" to 
pleaſe himſelf better at his own expence. an FA 

The choice of the liquor is likewiſe wholly referred'to the inn. 
keeper; for the words in the clauſe requiring that- he ſhall furniſh 
three quarts of ſmall beer or eyder, he complies indiſputably with 
the law by ſupplying either; and therefore the value of cyder in any 
particular county is not of much importance in the queſtion before 
us; if cyder be more valuable than ſmall beer, it may be with- held; 
if it be cheaper, it may be ſubſtituted in its place; fo that the inn- 
Keeper has nothing to conſult but his own intereſt. 

That this is the meaning of the clauſe, is, I ſuppoſe, obvious to 


every man that hears it read, and therefore J ſee no reaſon for any 


alterations, becauſe I know not any effect - which they can poſlibly 
have, except that of obſcuring the ſenſe which 1 is now too clear to 
be miſtaken. 

Sir JOHN BARNARD ſpoke next to the effect bllsshhg it, 
though it ſhould be granted, that the clauſe before us is intelligible 
to every member of this aſſembly, it will not certainly follow, that 


there is no neceſſity of further elucidations ; for a law very eaſily 


underſtood by. thoſe who make it, may be obſcure to others who 


are lefs acquainted with our general intention, leſs ſkilled. in the nice- 


ties of language, or leſs accuſtomed to the ſtile of laws. 
It is to be conſidered, that this law will chiefly affect a claſs of 


men very little inſtructed in literature, and very unable to draw in- 


ferences ; men to whom we often find it neceſſary in common caſes 


to uſe long explanations, and familiar illuftrations, and of whom it | 


may be not unreaſonably ſuſpected, that the ſame want of education, 


which makes them ignorant, may make them petulant, and at once 
incline them to wrangle, and deprive. them of the means of decid- 


ing their controverſies, 
That both inn-halders and ſoldiers are for the greateſt part of 


this rank and temper, TI ſuppoſe, Sir, every gentleman knows from 


gaily obſervation; and therefore it will, I hope, be thought neceſ- 
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terms of which they will know the meaning; we ſhall otherwiſe more 


conſult the intereſt of the lawyers than the inn-holders, and only by 
ane alteration produce a neceſſity of another, 

I am therefore deſirous, Sir, that all the difficulties, which have. 
heen mentioned by every gentleman on this occaſion, ſhould be re- 
moved by clear, familiar, and determinate expreſſions ; for what 
they have found difficult, may eaſily be to an inn-holder or ſoldier 
abſolutely inexplicable. 

I cannot but declare, while I am ſpeaking on this ſubject, that 
in my opinion, two quarts of liquor will be a ſufficient allowance. 


If we conſider the demands of nature, more cannot be required; 


if we examine the expence of the inn- holder, he ought not to ſupply 
ſoldiers with a greater quantity for nothing. It is to be remembered, 
that ſmall beer, like other liquors, is charged with an exciſe in pub- 
lick houſes, and that two quarts will probably coſt the landlord a 
penny, and as we cannot ſuppoſe, that fire, candles, vinegar, ſalt, 
pepper, and the uſe of utenſils, and lodging, can be furniſhed for 
leſs than three pence a day, every ſoldier that is quartered upon A 
publick houſe, may be conſidered as a tax of fix pounds a year; 
a heavy burthen, which ſurely ought not to be aggravated by unne- 


cellary impoſitions. 
The committee having gone through the bill, and ſettled the 


amendments, the chairman was ordered to make his report the 


next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
March 16, 70 | 


The report was read, and the * to the clauſes in debate, which 


then ran thus : 
That the officers and ſoldiers to be — and billeted as aforeſaid, 


Hall be received, and furniſhed with diet and. ſmall beer by the owners 


of the inns, livery ſtables, ale houſes, victualling houſes, Ic, pay- 
ing and allowing for the ſame the ſeveral rates mentioned. 
Provided, that in caſe the inn: holder on whom any non- commiſſion 


officers or ſeldiers ſoall be quartered by virtue of this act (except on a 


Aa 4 25 march) 
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arch all be defirous 1b furniſh ſuch officers.or ſoldiers With can. 
ales, vinegar, and falt, and with either ſmall beer or cyder, not ex. 
. . ceeding three guarts for each man a day gratis, and ta alla them the 
uſp of” fire, and the neceſſary utenſils for dreſſing and eating their ment, 
and. ſhall give notice of fuch his defire to the commanding officers, and 
foall furniſh and allow them the ſame accordingly ; then, and in ſuch 
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caſe the non com miſſn officers and ſoldiers ſo quartered ſhall pro- 


vide their own vittuals,. and the Acer to whom it belongs to receive, 
* that does actually reccive the pay and ulliſtence of fuch non-com- 
miſſion efficers and ſoldiers, Hall pay the ſeveral ſums, payable out of 
tte ſubfilence- money for diet and fmall beer, to the non-commiſſin 
_ officers and ſoldiers aforeſaid, and not to the inn-holder or other per- 
"fon on whom ſuch non-commiſſicn officers or ſoldiers are quartered, 


| T he 41 being put whether this clauſe ſhould ſtand thus, 
Mr. Carew ſpoke to this effe& :—Sir, though it may perhaps be 
allowed, that the circumſtances of our preſent ſituation oblige us ta 
ſupport a more numerous army in former years, ſurely no argu- 
ment can be drawn from them that can ſhow the neceſſity of a pro- 
fuſe allowance to our ſoldiers, or of gratifying their defires by the 
oppreſſion of the inn-holders. | 
If, Sir, the deſigns of our enemies are fo been and their 
power ſo formidable, as to demand augmentations of our troops and 


additions to aur natural ſecurities, they ought ſurely to impreſs upon 
us the neceſſity of frugal meaſures, that no uſeleſs burthens may be 


impoſed upon the people. 

To furniſh two quarts of beer, Sir, every day for nothing, is un- 
doubtedly an impoſition ſufficiently grievous, and I can therefore 
diſcover no reaſon for which an allowance of three ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhed ; a propoſal injurious to the victualler, becauſe jt exacts more 
than he can afford to allow, and of no benefit to the ſoldier, hecauls 
it offers him more than he can want. | 

Sir WII LIAN YonGe ſpoke next to this purpoſe: Sir, if it is an 
inſtance of miſconduct to ſpend upon any affair more time than the 
importance of it deſerves, J am afraid that the clauſe to which our 
attention is now recalled may expoſe us to cenſure, and that we may 
be charged with neglecting weighty controverſies, and national quel- 
tions, to debate upon trifles ; of waſting our {piries: upon ſubjects un- 
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worthy of contention 3 of defeating the expectations of the 2 
and diverting our enemies rather than oppoſing them. 

But, Sir, as nothing has a more immediate tendency to the ſecurity 
of the natioh than a proper eſtabliſhment of our forces, and the re- 
gulation of their quarters is one of the moſt neceſſary and difficult 
parts of the eſtabliſhment ; it is requiſite that we think no queſtion 
of this kind too trivial for our conſideration, ſince very dangerous 
diſturbances have often been produced by petty diſputes. | 

The quantity, Sir, of ſmall beer to be allowed by the eidualdiens 
thoſe ſoldiers who ſhall provide their own victuals, was diſputed 
jeſterday, and as T thought agreed upon; but ſince this queſtion is 
revived, J muſt take the opportunity to declare that we ought not to 
aſſign leſs than three quarts a day to each man; for it is to be re- 
membered by thoſe who eſtimate the demands by their own, how 
much their way of life is different from that of a common ſoldier, 
and how little he can be charged with wantonneſs and ſuperfluity, * 
drinking more ſmall liquor than themſelves. 5 

There are few members of this houſe, who do notz u more than 
once 2 day, drink tea, coffee, chocolate, or ſome other cooling and 


diluting infuſion; delicacies which the ſoldier cannot purchaſe, to 


which he is entirely a ſtranger, and of which the place muſt be ſup- | 
plied by ſome other cheap and wholeſome liquors. 

If, Sir, thoſe gentlemen whoſe cloſe attention to the intereſt of the 
inn-holder has perhaps abſtracted them, in ſome degree, from any 
regard to the neceſſities of a ſoldier, will conſent to allow him five 
pints a day, I ſhall contend no longer ; for though I cannot agree 


that it is a ſufficient proviſion, yet, as other gentlemen, equally 


able to judge in this ſubject with myſelf, are of a different opinion, 
| ſhall ſhow my regard for their ſentiments by deliſting from op- 
poſition. 

Lord BALTIMORE ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: Sir, I am not 
able to diſcover any neceſſity of compromiſing this debate, by taking 
the mean between the two different opinions, or for denying to the 
ſoldiers what every labaurer or ſerving-man would: murmur 10 be re- 


fuſed for a ſingle day. 
[ believe, Sir, every gentleman, who examines the expence of his 


family, will find that rd of his ſervants conſumes daily at leaſt 
three 
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three quarts of ſmall-beer, and ſurely it is not to be required that 1 


foldier ſhould live in a perpetual ſtate of war with his conſtitution, 

and a conſtant inability.to comply with the calls of nature, 

| General HanDasyD ſpoke to the following purpoſe Sir, the 
nden ſhown by ſeveral gentlemen for a penurious and ſeanty 
proviſion for the ſoldiers, muſt, in my opinion, proceed from an in- 
attentive*conſideration of their pay, and will therefore be removed 
by laying before them an account of his condition, and comparing 
his daily pay with his daily expences. 

The whole pay of a foot ſoldier, Sir, is fix pence a day, of which 
he is to pay four pence to bis landlord for his diet, or, what is very 
nearly the fame, to carry four pence daily to the market, for which 
bow ſmall a ſupply of proviſions he can bring to his quarters, eſpect- 
ally in time of ſcarcity, I need not mention. 

There remain then only two pence, Sir, to be diſburſed for 
things not immediately neceſſary for the preſervation of life, but which 
no man can want without being deſpicable to others and burthen- 
ſome to himſelf.” Two pence a day is all that a ſoldier has to lay out 
upon cleanlineſs and decency, and with which he is likewiſe to keep 
his arms in order, and to ſupply himſelf with ſome part of his cloath- 
ing. If, Sir, after theſe deductions, he can from two pence a day pro- 
cure himſelf the means of enjoying a few happy moments in the year 
with his companions over a cup of ale, is not his economy much more 
to be envied than his luxury ? Or can it be charged upon him that he 


enjoys more than his ſhare of the felicities of life? Is he to be bur- 


thened with new expences leſt he ſhould hoard up the publick money, 
Rop the circulation of coin, and turn broker. or uſurer with two 
pence a day? 

I have been ſo long acquainted, Sir, with the ſoldier's charactet, 
that I will adventure to ſecure him from the charge of avarice, and to 
promiſe that whatever he ſhall poſſeſs not neceſſary to life, he will en- 
joy to the advantage of his landlord. 

Then the Advocate CAMPBELL ſpoke in ſubſtance as Giltows i= — 
Sir, I am far from intending to oppoſe this propoſal of hve pints, 
though, upon a rigorous examination, it might appear more than 
the mere wants of nature require ; for I cannot but declare that this 
queſtion has too long engaged the attention of the houſe, and that the 
repreſentatives of a mighty nation beſet with enemies, and encumbered 


wich 
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with diticulties, ſeem to forget their i importance and their digni *. 


by wrangling from day to day upon a pint of ſmall-beer. 


I conceive the bill, which we are now conſidering, Sir, not as Aa 
perpetual and ſtanding law, to be interwoven with our conftitution, 
or added to the principles of our government, but as a temporary 
eſtabliſhment for the preſent year; an expedient to be laid aſide when 
our affairs ceaſe to require it; an experimental eſſay of a new prac- 
tice which may be changed or continued according to ĩts ſucceſs. 
To allow, Sir, five pints of ſmall beer a day to our ſoldiers for a 
ſingle year, can produce no formidable inconveniency, and may, 
though it ſhould not be entirely approved, be of leſs diſadvantage 
to the publick, than the waſte of another day. , 


An alteration was made to five pints inſtead of three quarts ; and 
the bill, thus amended, was ordered to be engroſſed, and a few 
days afterwards, being read a third time, was. paſſed, and or- 
dered to the Lords, where it occaſioned no debate, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


April 12, 1741 . 


A vis of ba 1 5 ſpeech being read, Mr. CLUTTERBUCK roſe, and 


ou as follows ;— . 


wi the preſent confuſion in Europe, the known deſigns of the 


French, the numerous claims to the Auſtrian dominions, the armies 
- which arelevied to ſupport them, and the preſent inability of the queen 


of Hungary to maintain thoſe rights which deſcend to her from her 
anceſtors, and have been confirmed by all the ſolemnities of treaties, 
evidently require an uncommon degree of attention in our eonſulta- 
tions, and of vigour in our proceedings. 1 
Whatever may be the profeſſions of the French, their real deſigns are 
eaſily diſcovered, deſigns which they have carried on, either openly, 
or in private, for near a century, and which it. cannot be expected 
that they will lay aſide, when they are ſo near to ſucceſs, Their view, 
Sir, in all their wars and treaties, alliances and intrigues, has been 


the attainment of univerſal dominion, the deſtruction of the rights = 


of 
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of nature, and the ſubjection of all the 1 of mankind ; —_ 
we any reaſon to imagine that they are not equally zealous for the 
promotion of this pernicious ſcheme, while they pour troops into 
Germany, for the aſſiſtance of their ally, as when they waſted king. 
doms, laid cities in aſhes, and plunged millions into miſery and 
want, without any other motive than the glory of their king. 

But the French are not the only nation at this time labouring for 
the ſubverſion of our common liberties. Our liberties, Sir, are 
endangered by thoſe equally intereſted with ourſelves in their prefer. 
vation; for in what degree ſoever any of the princes who are now 
endeayouring to divide among themſelves the dominions of Auftria 
may be pleaſed with the acquiſttion of new territories, and an ima- 
ginary increaſe of influence and power, it muſt be evident to all 
who are not dazzled by immediate intereſt, that they are only fight. 
ing for France, and that by the deſtruction of the Auſtrian family, 
they muſt in a ſhort time fall themſelves, 

It is well known, Sir, though it is not always remembered, . 
political as well as natural greatneſs is merely comparative, and that 
he only is a powerful prince, who is more powerful than thoſe with 
whom he can have any cauſe of contention. That prince, there- 
fore, who imagines his power enlarged by a partition of territories, 
which gives him ſome additional provinces, may be at laſt diſap- 
pointed in his expectations: for, if this partition gives to another 
prince already greater than himſelf an opportunity of encreafing his 


ſtrength in a degree proportionate to his preſent ſuperiority, the for- 


mer will.ſoon find, that he has been labouring for nothing, and that 
his danger is ſtill the ſame. 

Sucb, Sir, is the caſe of the king of Pruflia, who, when he has 
over run that part of Germany, to which he now lays claim, will 
only have weakened the houſe of Auſtria, without Reopgtheniog 
himſelf. 

He is at preſent ſecure in the poſſeſſion of his dominions, becauſe 
neither the Auſtrians would ſuffer the French, nor the French per- 
mit the Auſtrians to encreaſe their power by ſubduing him. Thus 
while the preſent equipoiſe of power is maintained, jealouſy and 
caution would always procure him an ally whenever he ſhould be at- 
tacked; but when by his aſſiſtance the Auſtrian family ſhall be ruined, 
who ſhall defend him againſt the ambition of France? 


While the liberties of mankind are thus equally endangered by 
folly 
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folly and ambition, attacked on one fide, and neglected on the other, 
i is neceſſary for thoſe who foreſee the calamity that threatens them, 
to exert themſelves in endeavours to avert it, and to retard the fatal 
blow, till thoſe who are now Julled by the contemplation of ptivatè 
advantage, can be awakened into a juft concern for the general hap- 
pineſs of Europe, and be convinced that they themſelves cali only be 
ſecure by uniting in the cauſe of liberty and juſtice, 

For this reaſon, Sir, our ſovereign has aſſerted the pragmatic ſane- 
tion, and promiſed to afliſt the queen of Hungary with the forces 
which former treaties have entitled her to demand from him; for this 
reaſon he has endeavoured to rouze the Dutch from their ſupineneſs, 
ind excite them to arm once more for the common ſafety, to intimi- 
date by new augmentations thoſe powers whoſe ardour, perhaps, only 
ſubſiſts upon the confidence that they ſhall not be reſiſted, and to ani- 
mate by open declarations in favour of the houſe of Auſtria, thoſe 
who probably are only hindered from offering their aſſiſtance, by the 
fear of ſtanding alone againſt the armies of France. 

That by this conduct he may expoſe his dominions on the conti- 
nent to invaſions, ravages, and the other miſeries of war, every one 
who knows their ſituation muſt readily allow; nor can it be doubt- 
ed by any man who has heard of the power of the Pruſſians and French, 
that they may commit great devaſtations with very little oppoſition, 
the forces of the electorate not being ſufficient to give them battle: 
for though the fortified towns might hold out againſt them, that con- 
ſideration will very little alleviate the concern of thoſe who conſider 
the miſeries of a nation, whoſe enemies are in poſſeſſion of all the 
open country, and who from their ramparts ſee their harveſt laid waſte, 


and their villages in flames. The fortifications contain the ſtrength, 
but the field and the trading towns compriſe the riches of a people, 


and the country may be ruined which is not ſubdued, 
As therefore, Sir, the electoral dominions of his majeſty are now 
endangered, not by any private diſpute with the neighbouring princes, 


but by his firmneſs in aſſerting the general rights of Europe; as the 


conſequences of his conduct, on this occaſion, will be chiefly bene- 


ficial to Britain, we ought ſurely to ſupport him in the proſecution of 


this deſign ; a deſign, which we cannot but approve, ſince our an- 
ceſtors have always carried it on without regard either to the danger 


or the expence. 
In conformity to this maxim of politics, ſo clearly founded in equity, 


and 
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and ſo often juſtiſied by the votes of the ſenate, has his majeſty been 
pleaſed to declare to us his reſolution to adhere to his engage- 
ments, and oppoſe all attempts that may be forming in favour of an 


unjuſt pretenſions to the prejudice of the houſe of Auſtria, Tis for 
this end he deſires the concurrence of his ſenate. I hope every gen- 
tleman in this houſe will agree with me that we ought to declare our 
approbation of theſe meaſures, in ſuch terms as may ſhow the world, 
that thoſe who ſhall dare to obſtruct them, muſt reſolve to incur the 
reſentment of this nation, and expofe themſelves to all the oppoſition 
which the ſenate of Britain can ſend forth againſt them, We ought 
to pronounce that the territories of Hanover will be conſidered on this 
occaſion as the dominions of Britain, and that any attack on one or 
the other will be equally reſented. I therefore move, that an humble 
addreſs be preſented by this houſe to his majeſty, 


To return our -thanks for his ſpeech; to expreſs our dutiful ſenſe 
of his majeſty's juſt regard for the rights of the queen of Hun- 
gary, and for maintaining the pragmatic ſanction; to declare 
our concurrence in the prudent meaſures which his majeſty is 
purſuing for the preſervation of the liberties and balance of power 
in Europe; to acknowledge his majeſty's wiſdom and reſolution, 
in not ſuffering himſelf to be diverted from ſteadily perſevering 
in his juſt purpoſes of fulfilling his engagements with the houſe 
of Auſtria; alſo, further to aſſure his majeſty, that, in juſtice to 
and vindication of the honour and dignity of the Britiſh crown, 


we will effectually ſtand by and ſupport his majeſty againſt all 


| inſults and attacks, which any prince or power, in reſentment 
of the juſt meaſures which he has ſo wiſely taken, ſhall make 
upon any of his majeſty's dominions, though not belonging to 
the crown of Great Britain. And that in any future events, 
which might make it neceſſary for him to enter into til] larger 
Expences, this houſe will enable him to contribute in the moſt ef- 
fectual manner, to the ſupport of the queen of Hungary, to the 
preventing, by all reaſonable means, the ſubverſion of the houſe 
of Auſtria, and to the maintaining the pragmatic ſanction and 
the liberties and balance of Europe. 


| Mr. Fox ſeconded the motion in this manner: Sir, the expedi- 
ency if not the neceſſity of the addreſs now moved for, will, I be- 
lieve, 
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lere, be readily allowed by thoſe who conſider the juſt meaſures 
which are purſued by his majeſty, the end which is intended by og 
and the powers by which they are oppoſed. 

How much it is our duty to ſupport the houſe of Auſtria it is not | 
neceſſary to explain to any man who has heard the debates of this aſ- 
ſembly, or read the hiſtory of the laſt war. How much it is our duty 
to ſupport it, is evident as ſoon as it is known by whom it is at- 
tacked; by the antient enemy of theſe nations, by the general diſ- 
turber of the univerſe, by the formidable oppreſſors of liberty, exult- 
ing in new acquiſitions, inflamed with the madneſs of univerſal mo- 
narchy, and elated with an opportunity of ſubjecting Germany, by 
exalting to the ſupreme power a prince who ſhall hold his men, 
only by their permiſſion. , | 

The houſe of Auſtria, which has fo often ſtood forth in Beeler 
our common rights, which has poured armies into the field in confe- 
deracy with Britain to ſuppreſs the inſolence of that family which 
nothing could ſatisfy but boundleſs power, now demands the aſſiſtance 
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vhich it has ſo often afforded ; that aſſiſtance is demanded from us 


by every claim which the laws of: ſociety can enact, or the dictates 
of nature can ſuggeſt, by treaties maturely conſidered, and folemnly 
confirmed, by the ties of antient friendſhip, and the obligations of 
common. intereſt, , 

To violate the publick faith, and to neglect the obſervation of trea- 
ties, is to ſink ourſelves below barbarity, to deſtroy that confidence 
which unites mankind in ſociety. To deny or evade our ſtipulations, 
Sir, is to commit a crime which every honeſt mind muſt conſider 
with abhorrence, and to eſtabliſh a precedent which may be uſed 


hereafter to our own deſtruction. 


To forſake an antient ally only becauſe we can receive no imme- 
diate ad vantage from his friendſhip, or becauſe it may be in ſome de- 
gree dangerous to adhere to him; to forſake him when he moſt wants 
our good offices, when he is diſtreſſed by his enemies, and deſerted 
by others from whom he had reaſon to hope for kinder treatment, 
is the moſt deſpicable, the moſt hateful degree of cowardice and trea- 
chery. 

The obligations of intereſt, Sir, it is not often needful to enforce, 
but it may be obſerved on this occaſion, that a ſingle year of neglect 
may never be retrieved. We may, Sir, now be able to ſupport thoſe 


Foy when once diſpoſſeſſed, it will not be in our power to reſtore; 


and 
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and that if we ſuffer the houſe of Auſtria to be over-borne, our po- 


Rerity through every generation may have reaſon to curſe our injudi. 
cious parſimony, our fatal inactivity, and our perfidious cowardice, 


With what views the king of Pruſſia concurs in the French mea. 


Gm: or upon what principles of policy he promiſes to himſelf any 
ſecurity in the enjoyment of his new dominions, it is not eaſy to 
conjecture; but as it is eaſy to diſcover, that whatever he may pro- 
poſe to himſelf, his conduct evidently tends to the ruin of Europe, ſo 
Be may, in my opinion, juſtly be oppoſed, if he cannot be diverted or 
made eaſy. f 

Nor can we, Sir, if this 3 ſhould i incite him, or any 7 
power, to an invaſion of his majeſty's foreign dominions, refuſe 
them our protection and aſſiſtance: for as they ſuffer for the cauſe 
which we are engaged to ſupport, and ſuffer only by our meaſures, 
we are, at leaſt as allies, obliged by the laws of Equity and the general 


compacts of mankind, to arm in their defence; and what may be 
claimed by the common right o of allies, we ſhall ſurely not deny 


them, only becauſe they are more cloſely united to us, becauſe they 
own the ſame monarch with ourſelves. _ 

Mr. PULTENEY ſpoke to the following purpoſe —8ir, with wha 
eagerneſs the French ſnatch every opportunity of encreaſing their in- 
fluence, extending their dominions, and opprefling their neighbours, 
the experience of many years has convinced all Europe; and it is 
evident that unleſs ſome power be preſerved in a degree of ſtrength 
nearly equal to theirs, their ſchemes, pernicious as "IT are, cannot 
be defeated. 

That the only power from which this oppoſition can be had þ is 
the houſe of Auſtria, a very ſuperficial view of this part of the globe, 
will ſufficiently demonſtrate; of this we were long ſince fo ftrong]y 
convinced, that we employed all our forces and all our politicks to 
aggrandize this houſe. We endeavoured not only to ſupport it in all 
Its hereditary rights, but to inveſt it with new ſovercignties, ane ex- 
tend its authority over new dominions. 

Why we afterwards varied in our councils and our meaſures, I 
have long enquired without any ſatisfaction, having never, Sir, with 
the utmoſt application, been able to diſcover the motives to the me- 


morable treaty of Hanover, by which we ſtipulated to deſtroy the fa- 
brick that we had been ſo long and ſo laboriouſly endeavouring to 


erect; by which ve apdoned that alliance which we had fo dilt- 
gent) 
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rently cultivated, which we had preferred to peace, plenty, and 
riches, and for which. we had GAY . a tedious, a die 
and an expenſive war. 

This conduct, Sir, raiſes a greater degree of admiration, as 3 
authors of it had exhauſted all their eloquence i in cenſuring the treaty 
of Utrecht, and had endeavoured to expoſe thoſe who and it to 
the general hatred of the nation; as they always ex preſſed in the 
ſtrongeſt terms their dread and deteſtation of the F rench; as they 
animated all their harangues, and ſtunned their opponents with de- 
clarations of their zeal for the liberties of E, Lurope, 

By what impulſe, or what infatuation, theſe afſertors of liberty, 
theſe enemies of F rance, theſe guardians of the balance of power, 
were on the-ſudden prevailed on to declare in favour of the power 
whom they had ſo long thought it their chief intereſt and higheſt ho- 
nour to oppoſe, muſt be diſcovered by ſagacity ſuperior to mine. But 
after ſuch perplexity of councils and ſuch fluctuation of conduct, it 
js neceſſary to enquire more particularly what are the preſent inten- 
tions of the miniftry, what alliances have been formed, and what 
conditions are required to be fulfilled. 

If we are obliged only. to ſupply the queen of Hong with 
twelve thouſand men, we have already performed our engagements; 
if we have promiſed any pecuniary afliſtance, the ſum which we have 
ſlipulated to furniſh ought to be declared; for 1 ſuppoſe at leaſt our 
engagements have ſome limits, and that we are not to exert all the 
force of the nation, to fight as if fire and ſword were at our gates, 
or an invader were landing armies upon our coaſts. 

I have, Sir, from my earlieſt years been zealous for the defence 
and exaltation of the Houſe of Auſtria, and ſhall be very far from 
propoſing that any danger or diſtreſs ſhould influence us to deſert it; 
but I do not eaſily diſcover by what means we ſhall be able to afford 
any efficacious aſſiſtance; for the power of Britain conſiſts chiefly in 
naval armaments, which can be of very little uſe to the queen of 
Hungary, and I know not any ſtate that will eaſily conſent to unite 
with us on this occaſion. 

If there be, Sir, any ſtates remaining in Europe which the French 
ean neither intimidate nor bribe, we ought ſtudiouſly to ſollicit and 
diligently to cultivate their friendſhip; but whether any, except the 
Moſcovites, are now independent, or ſufficiently confident of their 

Vor. I. | Bb on 


thing ought to be either ſuffered or hazarded. 


* 


J 5 Xx 3 4 T 0 5 12 12, 


own 1055 weren Thick" hiab dom alliance, may be J 
Youbted-? 209 [er ns Thom itt} 1809 h f 
The late giand alliance; Sir, was ſupported at W of this 
tion Hehe nor was it required from the other conftderates to ex. 
hauſt the treaſure of their country in the common cauſe; 1 dope 
the debt which that war has entailed upon us will inſtru& us to de 
more frugal in our future engagemefits, and to ſtipulate only What 
we may perform without involving the nation in t; which 
vifories and triumphs'cannot compenſate.” ME e Amy arr tf 
"© Be: neceſſity, Sir, of public economy ebliges me to inſiſt, that 
Vetste any money ſhall be granted, an account be laid befofe the 
ſenate in particular terms of the uſes to which it is to be applied, 


T0 aſk for ſupplies in general terms, is to demand the power of 


Iquandering the publick money at pleaſure, and to claim in ſofter 
language nothing leſs than deſpotick authority. ee 
It has not been uncommon for money granted by the ſenate to be 
ſpent without producing any of thoſe effects Which were expeklel 
from it, without aſſiſting our allies, or humbling « our enemies; and 


- Nx * 


therefore thete is reaſon for ſuſpecting that money has fometimes 


been aſked for one uſe and applied to another. 
I our concurrence, Sir, is neceſſary to increaſe kis igel y: $ in- 


ales 4 on the continent, to animate the friends of the houſe of Au- 


Riria, or to repreſs the diſturbers of the publick tranqulllity, 4 (ba 
willingly, unite with the moſt zealous advocates for the admitiftra- 
tion in any vote of approbation or aff ſtance,. not contrary to the a 


of ſettlement, that ĩ important and well-concerted act, by which the pre- | | 


ſent family was advanced to the throne, and by which i it is provided, 


| that Britain mall never be involved in war, for the enlargement of 


protection of the dominions of Hanover, dominions from which we 
never expected nor received any benefit, and for which therefore n n0- 


* 
1 + > #1 K 


If it ſhould be again neceſſary to form a "EIN and to ui 


the powers of Europe againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, that ambitious, 


that reſtleſs family, by which the repoſe of the world is almoſt every 
day interrupted, which is inceſſantly labouring againſt the happineſs 
of human nature, and ſeeking every hour an opportunity of new en- 
croachments, I declare, Sir, that I ſhall not only, with the greateſt 
chearfulneſs, bear my ſhare of the publick expence, but endeavour to 
reconci:e 
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reconcile others to their part of the calamities of war, This; Sir, 1 
have advanced, in confidence that ſufficient care ſhall be taken, that 
in any new alliance we ſhall be parties, not principals, that the 
expence of war, as the advantage of victory, ſhall be common; and 
that thoſe who ſhall unite with us will be our allies, not our merce- 
naries. 

Mr. WALPOLE then ſpoke. to the following purpoſes Sir i it ws not 
without reaſon that the honourable gentleman deſires to be informed 
ol the ſtipulations contained in the treaty by which we have engayed 
to ſupport the pragmatick ſanction, for 1 find that he either never 
knew them or has forgotten them; and therefore thoſe reaſonings 
which he has formed upon them fall to the ground. 

We are obliged, Sir, by this treaty, to ſupply the houſe of Auftrin 
with twelve thouſand men, and the Dutch, who were engaged i in it by 
bur example, have promiſed a ſupply of five thouſand, This force, 
joined to, thoſe armies which the large dominions of chat family en- 
able them to raiſez' were conceived ſufficient to repel ee. 7 


whom their rights ſhould be invaded. 


But becauſe in affairs of ſuch importance. nathiyg is to 5 be left Is 
hazard, becauſe the preſervation of the equipoiſe of power, on which 
muſt be cknowloiged to depend, ought 1 to be rather certain; tha 
barely probable z it is; ſtipulated farther, both by the French and our 
ſelyes, that if the ſupplies ſpecified in the firſt article ſhall appear ins . 
ſufficient, we ſhall unite our whole force in the defence of our ally, 
and ſtruggle once more for independence, vil, ardour proportioned 


to the importance of our cauſe, 


By theſe ſtipulations, Sir, no engagements have (=. fortned that can 
be imagined to have been prohibited by the act of ſettlement, by which 
it is provided, that the houſe of Hanover ſhall not plunge this nation 
into a war, for the ſake of their foreign dominions; without the con“ 
ſent of the ſenate ; for this war is by no means entered upon for the 
particular ſecurity of Hanover, but for the general advantage of 
Europe, to repreſs the ambition of the French, and to preſerve 
ourſelves and our poſterity froni the moſt abject dependence upon 
a nation exaſperated againſt us by wm oppoſition, and bereditary 


hatred, 
Nor is the act of ſettlement only preſerved unviolated by the rea- 
Bb 2 | ſons 
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ſons of the preſent alliance, but _ the regular concurrence of the 


ſenate which his majeſty has deſired, notwithſtanding his indubi. 


table right of making peace and war by his own authority. 1 ö cannot 
therefore imagine upon what pretence it can be urged, that the law, 
which requires that no war ſhall be made on accountof | the Hindeoriah 


dominions without the conſent of the ſenate, is violated, when it is | 
evident that the war is made upon other motives, and _ concur- 


rence of the ſenate is ſolemnly deſired. 
But ſuch is the malevolence with which the conduct of the ad. 


miniſtration is examined, that no degree of integrity or vigilance can 
ſecure it from cenſure. When in the preſent queſtion truth and rea- 
ſon are evidently on their ſide, paſt tranſactions are recalled to me- 
mory, and thoſe meaſures are treated with the utmoſt degree of con- 
_eempt and ridicule, of which the greateſt part of the audience have 


probably forgotten the reaſons, and of which the authors of them 
do not always ſtand up in the defence, becauſe they are weary of re- 
peating arguments to thoſe who liſten with a reſolution never to be 
convinced. 


How well, Sir, hols by "FO the miniſtry is ojpoted, have ſuc- 


ceeded in hardening their minds againſt the force of reaſon, is evi- 
dent from their conſtant cuſtom of appealing from the ſenate to the 


people, and publiſhing in pamphlets, thoſe arguments which they 
have found themſelves in zhis aſſembly unable to ſupport; a practice 


which diſcovers rather an obſtinate reſolution to obſtruct the go- 
vernment, than zeal for the proſperity of their country, and which, 
to ſpeak of it in the ſofteſt terms, ſeems to be ſuggelted' more by the 


defire of popularity than the love of truth, 

Mr. SavDys ſpoke to the effect following: Sir, notwithſtanding 
the confidence with which this motion has been offered and defended, 
notwithſtanding the ſpecious appearance of reſpect to his majeſty, by 


which it is recommended, I am not aſhamed to declare, that it ap- 
pears to me inconſiſtent with the truſt repoſed in us by our conſti- 


tuents, who owe their allegiance to the king of Britain, and not to 


the eleQor of Hanover. 


It wil: be urged, Sir, by the hae! how we ſit here to repteſent, 


Tp they are already embarraſſed with debts contracted in a late war, 
from which, after the expence of many millions, and the deftruc- 


ow of prodigious multitudes, they receive no advantage ; and that 
| they 
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they are now loaded with taxes for the ſupport of another, of which 
they perceive no proſ ſpect of a very happy or honourable concluſion, 
of either ſecurity or profit, either conqueſts or repriſals, and that they 
are therefore by no means willing to ſee themſelves involved in any 
new confederacy, by which they may entail on their poſterity the 
ſame calamities, and oblige themſelves to hazard their fortunes and 
their happineſs in defence of diſtant countries, of which many « of 
them have Farcely heard, and roam, which no return of aſſiſtance i is 
expected. | 

Mr. WALPOLE ſpoke again to this purpoſe :—bSir, though it is not 
neceilary to refute every calumny that malice may invent, or cre- 
dulity admit, or to anſwer thoſe of whom it may reaſonably be con- 
ceived that they do not credit their own accuſations, I will yet riſe 
once more in vindication of the treaty of Hanover, to ſhew with 
how little reaſon i it is cenſured, to repreſs the levity of inſult, and the 
pride of unreaſonable triumph, 

The treaty of Hanover, Sir, how long ſoever i it has been ridiculed, 
and with whatever contempt thoſe by whom it was negotiated have 
been treated, was wiſe and juſt, It was juſt, becauſe no injury was 


intended to any power, no invaſion was planned, no partition of do- 


minions ſtipulated, nothing but our own ſecurity deſired. It was wiſe, 
becauſe / it produced the end propoſed, by it, and eſtabliſhed that 
ſecurity which the Auſtrians and Spaniards were endeayouring to 
deſtroy. | 

The emperor of Germany, Sir, had then entered into a ert 
treaty of alliance with Spain, by which nothing leſs was deſigned 


than the total deſtruction of our liberties, the diminution of our 


commerce, the alienation of our dominions, and the ſubverſion of 
our conſtitution. We were to have been expelled from Gibraltar 
and totally excluded from the Mediterranean, the pretender was to 
have been exalted to the throne, and a new religion, with the ſlavery 
that always accompanies it, to have been introduced amongſt us, and 
Oftend was to have been made a port, and to have ſhared the poor 
remains of our commerce to foreign nations. | 
This unjuſt, this malicious confederacy, was then oppoſed with 
the utmoſt vehemence by the Imperial general, whoſe courage and 
military capacity are celebrated throughout the world, and whoſe 


political abilities and knowledge of the affairs of Europe, were equal 
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tp is knowledge of war. He urged with great force, that ſuch 3 
confederacy would difunite the empire for ever from the maritime 
| | powets, by which it had been ſupported, and which were engaged 
ö by one common intereſt in the promotion of its proſperity : but his 
ſemonſtrances avgiled nothing, and the alliance was concluded, 
When our antient allies, who had been ſo often ſuccoured with our 
treaſure, and defended by our arms, had entered into ſuch engage- 
ments; when it was ſtipulated not only io impoyeriſh but enſlave us; 
not only to weaken us abroad, but to deprive us of every domeſtic 


i over the whole nation, and haye extended its conſequences to the 
; loweſt orders of the community, it was ſurely neceſſary to fruſtrate 
| it by ſome alliange, and with whom could we then unite, but with 
# 4 1 4 © wad $$ "IPL 4 | Bhs X 


Prance? © © 

This is not the only fact on which gentlemen have ventured ta 
ſpeak with great freedom with6ut ſufficient information; the conduct 
of our allies in the late war has been no leſs miſcepreſented than that 
of our miniſters in their negotiations. - They have been charged with 
impoſing upon us the whole expence of the confederacy, hen it 
may be proved beyond controyerly, that the annual charge of the 
Dutch was five millions. | 2 


epmmon cauſe, but when we forſook the alliance, and ſhamefully 
abandoned the advantages we had gained, they received our mer- 


5 | 5 1 
Of the truth of theſe aſſertions it ig eaſy to produce inconteſtable 
evigence, which, however, cannot be neceſſary to any man who re- 
flects, that from pne of the moſt wealthy nations in the world, the 
Dutch, with all their commerce, and all their parſimony, are reduced 


ſupk into their preſent Jow condition, if they ſuffered nothipg by 
the late war; | | 0 th 2 

| How this gentleman, Sir, has been decgived, and to whoſe inſinu- 
gtiops his errors are to be imputed, I am at no loſs to diſcover. I 
hope he will by ghig confutation he warned agajnſt implicit credulity, 
and remember with what caution that man ig to be truſted, whoſe 
pernicious counſels haye endangered his country, 


51 n i 07 121 „ * F240 a 
comfort ; when a ſcheme was formed that wauld haye ſpread miſery 


Nor gid they, Sir, anly contribute. annually thus largely to the 


cenaries info their own pay, and expended ning millions in a ſingle 


to penury and diſtreſs ; for who can tell by what means they havg 


Mr, 


4. 174? 


Mr. V 
able mas 
that ther 
not wha 
ments m 

If I « 
we are i 
his atte 
any MU 
the law 
fiſt end 
promot 


urged, 


in reaſc 


may al' 
But 
import 
call ut 
bably d 
us to e 
with h 
Lor 
ber of 
honou 
of dui 
But 
ſiſtent 
the p 
true { 
of th 
Fo 
ways 
and a 
It is 
inter 
incu! 
tage. 
If 
the 


= .. > : SO * 
—— \ RL 4 ba! 
— 8 — — 0 
” l a. 4 4 
* 8 ” 8 ; 
2 - 
> — * 


4 1741;)J ADDRESSING THY KING. 1%. 

Mr. VINER ſpoke t thus :—Sir, it is, in my opinion, an inconteſt 
able maxim, that no meaſures are eligible, which ; are unjuſt, and 
that therefore before any reſolutions : are formed, v we ought t fo, exam) ine 
not what motives may be ſuggeſted by erpelience, b ut. "what Argue, 
ments may be advanced by equity on one part or the ot oth er. | 

If I do not miſtake the true intent of the addreſs nom propoſed, 
we are invited. to declare that we will oppoſe the king of Pruſſia in 
his attempts upon Sileſia, a declaration in which 1 know, not. how, 
any man can concur, who knows not the nature of his claim, and 
the laws of the empire. It ought there fore, Sir, to have been the 
fiſt endeavour of thoſe by whom this addreſs has been fo zealoufly. 
promoted, to ſhow that his claim, ſo publickly explained, ſo firmly 


urged, and fo ſtrongly ſupported, is without foundation, in juſtice or 


in reaſon, and is only one of thoſe imaginary titles, which ambition, 


may always find to the dominions of another. 

But no attempt has been yet made towards the di beinen of "this 
important queſtion, and therefore T know not how any man can 
call upon us to oppoſe the king of Pruſſia, when his claim may pro- 
bably be juſt, and, by conſequence, ſuch as, if it were. neceſſary for 
us to engage in the affairs of thoſe diſtant countries, we 'oughF to Join 
with him in aſſerting. 1 

Lord Gx ſpoke next in ſubſtance as follows: Sir, as no math 
ber of this aſſembly can feel a greater degree of zeal for his najelty” 8 
honour than myſelf, none ſhall more ann pant ina 17 eule 

of duty or adherence to him. „ 

But I have been always taught that al (ar to my prince is con 
ſiſtent with fidelity to my country, that the intereſt of the king and 


the people of Great Britain is the ſame, and that he only is a 


true ſubject of the crown, who | Is a e promoter of 11 happineſs 


of the nation. | 
For this reaſon 1 think it eus to declare, that Hanover | is al 


ways to be confidered as a ſovereignty ſeparate from that of Britain, 8 


and as a country with laws and intereſts diſtinct from « ours; and that 
it is the duty of the repreſentatives of this nation, to take care that 
intereſts ſo different may never be confounded, and that Britain may 


incur no expence of WERE Hanover: alone can . the advan- | 


tage, 4 F 
If the elector of 10 ould el in war with any of 


the neighbouring ſovereigns, who ſhould be enabled by a victory to 
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enter iate the country, Sy carry the terrors of war 8 all N 


; $exfitories, it would by no means be neceſſary for this nation to in- 


terpoſe; for the elector of Hanover might loſe his dominions with. 


out any diſadvantage or diſhonour to the king or people of Bri. 


tain. f 
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DERATE ON A MOTION FOR SUPPORTING THE QPEEN OF 


en, op Get , on: 
His majeſty went t this day to the houſe of Lords, and after his a- 


ſent to ſeyeral bills, he, in a ſpeech from the throne to both 
houſes of the ſenate, acquainted them, that the war raiſed 
againſt the queen of Hungary, 299 the. vagious, claims. on the 


late Ger man emperol 's ſucceſſion, might expoſe the dominions 


of ſuch princes as ſhould incline to ſuppart the pragmatick ſanc- 


tion to imminent danger. That the queen of Hungary required 


4 the 12,000 men ſtipulated by treaty, and thereupon he had de- 
* manded of the king of Denmark, and of the king of Sweden as 
ſovereign of Heſſe Caſſel), their reſpective bodies of troops, of 


-.  Epco men each, to be in readineſs to march to her aſſiſtance. 


That he was concerting ſuch further meaſures as may diſappoint 
all dangerous deſigns forming to the prejudice of the houſe of 
Auſtria, which might make it neceſſary for him to enter into 
ſtill larger expences for maintaining the pragmatick ſanction. 
He therefore, in a conjuncture ſo critical, deſired the concur- 


rence of his ſenate, in enabling him to contribute, in the moſt 


effectual manner, to the ſupport of the queen of Hungary, the 
preventing, by all reaſonable means, the ſubverſion of the houſe 


of Auſtria, and to the maintaining the liberties and balance ol 


pawer in Europe. 


The houſe of Commons, in their addreſs upon this occaſion, ex- 


preſſed a dutiful ſenſe of his majeſty's juſt regard for the rights 


of the queen « of Hungary, and for the maintaining the pragma- 
tick 


In 
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QUEEN OF HUNGARY, Tm 
tick ſanction; they declared their concurrence in #56 relive 
- meaſures which his majeſty was purſuing for the preſetvation of 
the liberties and balance of power in Europe; they aſſured his 
majeſty, that, in juſtice to, and vindication of the honour and 
dignity of the Britiſh crown, they would effectually ſtand by 
and ſupport his majeſty againſt all inſults and attacks, which 
any power, in reſentment of the juſt meaſures which he had fo 
wiſely taken, ſhould make upon any of his majeſty's dominions, 
though not belonging to the crown of Great Britain. They fur- 
ther aſſured his majeſty, that in any future events which might 
make it neceſſary for him to enter into {till larger expences, they 
would enable him to contribute in the moſt n manner to 
the ſupport of the deſigns he propoſeee. 
His majeſty, in his anſwer to this addreſs, obſerved their rea · 
dineſs in enabling him to make good his engagements with the 
queen of Hungary, and the aſſurances given him not to ſuffer 
his foreign dominions to be inſulted on account of the meaſures 
be was purſuing for the ſupport of the pragmatick ſanction, & c. 
In conſequence of this procedure, the houſe, purſuant to order, 
reſolyed itſelf into a committee, to conſider of the ſupplies grant · 
a to his majeſty. | ; 


Upon this 3 a motion was made by Sir Robert Walpole 
for a grant of three hundred thouſand pounds for the ſupport of 
the queen of Hungary, on which aroſe the ſollowing debate. 


Sir RogERT WALPOLE ſupported his motion by a ſpeech in ſub- ' 
ſtance as follows: — Sir, the neceſſity of this grant appears ſo plainly 
from the bare mention of the purpoſes for which it is aſked, that 1 
can ſcarcely conceive that its reaſonableneſs will be diſputed, I can 
diſcover no principles upon which an objection to this motion can be 
founded, nor the leaſt arguments by which ſuch objeQtion can be 
ſupported. | 
The indiſpenſable obligations of publick faith, the great ties by 
which nations are united, and confederacies formed, I cannot ſup» 
poſe any man inclined to invalidate. An exact performance of na- 
tional promiſes, an inviolable adherence to treaties, is enforced at 


once by policy and Juſtice, and all laws both of heaven and earth, 
Publ. ck 
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--Publickiperfidys Sing! like private diſhoneſty, abt temporary 
advantages it may promiſa ot produce, is always, upon the whole 


the parent of miſery. Every man, however proſperous, muſt. ſome- 


times wiſh: for a friend, and every nation, however potent, ſtand in 
need of an ally; but all alliances ſubſiſt upon mutual confidence, 


and confidence can be produced only by vedimiaeg bios. by 
khown firmneſs, and approved veracixggtt.... 


„The uſe of alliances, Sir, has in the laſt age been too * . 


rienced to be conteſted ; it is by leagues well concerted, and ſtrigly 
obſerved, that the weak are defended againſt the ſtrong, that bounds 
are ſet to the turbulence of ambition, that the torrent of power is 


reſtrained, and empires preſerved from thoſe inundations of war, that, 


in former times, laid the world in ruins. By alliances, Sir, the 
eguipeiſe of power is maintained, and thoſe alarms and appreben- 
ſions auoided, which muſt ariſe from daily Meiners of anpice. 
and the fluctuatious of perpetual conteſt. 

3 That it is the intereſt of this nation to ne the friendihio of 


the houſe. of Auſtria, to protect its rights, and ſecure. its ſucceſſion, 


to inform it when miſtaken, and to aſſiſt it when attacked, is al- 


towed by every party. Every man, Sir, knows that the only power 


that can ſenſibly i irjure us, by obſtructing our commerce, or invad- 


ing our dominions, is France, againſt which no confederacy can be 


formed, except. with the houſe of se that can aford us any 


efficacious ſupport. n? 
The firmeſt bond of 8 is 3 We "dnt ally | 
unite againſt him whom they have all equal reaſon to fear and to 
hate, by whom they have been equally injured, and by whom they 
ſuſpect that no opportunity will be loſt of renewing his encroach- 


ments. Such is the ſtate of this nation, and of the Auſtrians. We 
are equally endangered by the French greatneſs, and equally animat- 


ed againſt it by hereditary animoſities, and conteſts continued from 
one age to another; we are convinced that, however either may be 


Aattered or careſſed, while the other is invaded, every blow-is aimed 
at both, and that we are divided only that we my be more lr 
deſtroyed. | 


For this, reaſon we engaged i in the ſupport of the DESIRE ſanc+ - 


tion, and ſtipulated to ſecure the Imperial crown to the daughters of 
dura. which was nothing more than to promile, that we would 


; endeavour 


1 7. 
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endeavour. to prevent our own deſtruction, by eppoliag the exalia- 
tion of a prince who ſhould owe his dignity:tothe: French, and r 


conſequence of ſo cloſe an alliance, ſecond all their ſchemes, admit} - 


all their claims, and ſacrifice to their ambition the *happltieſs of's 
great part of mankind. ud :yils as to. bear 
Such would probably be the ona: if the French ſhould 


gain the power of conferring the Imperial crown. They woels © 


hold the emperor in perpetual dependence, would, perhaps, take 
poſſeſſion of his hereditary dominions as a mortgage for their expen- 


ces, would awe him with the troops which they ſent under a pretenccæ 


of aſſiſting him, -and leave him only the . of eren and ae 
ſhadaws of empire. , lieren 


In this ſtate would he remain, whilſt his. formidable: GONE | 


extending their dominions on every ſide. He would ſee one power 
ſubdued after another, and himſelf weakened by degrees, and not 
only deprived of his throne, becauſe it would be unneceffary to des 
throne him; or he would be obliged to ſollicit our aſſiſtance to bra 


from his ſlavery, and we ſhould be obliged, at the utmoſt hazard, and 
at an expence not to be calculated, to remedy what it is, perhaps, 


now in our power to prevent with very little difficulty. of 


That this danger is too near to be merely chimerical, that the 


queen of Hungary is invaded, and her right to the Imperial dignity 
conteſted, is well known; it is therefore the time for fulfilling our 
engagements: engagements of the utmoſt importanee to ourſelves” 
and our poſterity; and I hape the government will not be accuſed 
of profuſion, if for three hundred ts pet ai amore of 


Europe ſhall be preſerved, 


We cannot deny this grant bete aQing in vids to our 
late profeſſions of ſupporting his majeſty in his endeavours to main- 
tain the pragmatick ſanction, and of aſſiſting him to defend his fo- 
reign dominions from any injuries to which thoſe endeavours ſhould” 


expole them, for how can he without forces defend his dominions, 


or aſſiſt his ally, or how can he maintain forees without ſupplies ? 
Mr. Shir next roſe and ſpoke thus; Sir, as I have always 


endeavoured to act upon conviction of my duty, to examine opini- | 


ons before I'admit them, and to ſpeak what 1 have thovght the truth, 


do not eaſily change my conduct, or retract my aſſertions; nor am 
| deterred from repeating my arguments when I have a right to ſpeak, 
| BY the remembrance £ that they have formerly been unſucceſsful. | 
_ Every 
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4 "Every me man, 1, when hei is confident himſelf, conceives bimſelf able to 
perſuade others, and imagines that their obſtinacy proceeds from other 
motives than reaſon ; and that, if he fails at one time to gain oyer 
his audience, he may yet ſucceed in ſome bappier moment, when 
their pre judices ſhall be diſſipated, or their intereſt varied. 

For this. reaſon, though it cannot be ſuſpected that I have forgot- 
ws the reſentment which I have formerly drawn upon myſelf, by an 


open declaration of my ſentiments with regatd to Hanover, I ſtand 


up again, with equal confidence, to make my proteſtations : againſt 
any interpoſition in the affairs of that country, and to avow my dif. 
_ike of the promiſe lately made to defend it: a promiſe, inconſiſtent, 


in my opinion, with that important and inviolable law, the 4 of 
. Settlement (a promiſe, which, if it could have been foreknown, 
| would perhaps have for ever precluded from the ſucceſſion that illuſ. 


trious family, to which we owe ſuch numberlefs bleſſings, ſuch con- 
tivued felicity ! | 
Fear be it from me to inſinuate that we can be too grateful to his 
majeſty, or too zealous in our adherence to him; only let us remem- 
ber that true gratitude conſiſts in real benefits, in promoting the true 
iptereſt of him to whom we are indebted ; and ſurely, by hazarding 
the welfare of Britain in defence of Hanover, we ſhall very little 
an the advantage, or promote the greatneſs of our ſovereign. 
It is well known how inconfiderable, in the ſight of thoſe by whom 
the ſucceſſion was eſtabliſhed, Hanover appeared, in compariſon with 


Britain. Thoſe men, to whom even their enemies have ſeldom de- 


nied praiſe for knowledge and capacity, and who have been ſo loudly 
celebrated by many, who have joined in the laft addreſs, for their 
honeft zeal, and the love of their country, _ enacted, that the king 


of Britain ſhould never viſit thoſe important territories, which we 


have ſo ſolemnly promiſed to defend, at the hazard of our happineſs, 
It was evidently their deſign that our ſovereign, engroſſed by the care 
of his new ſubjects, a care, which, as they reaſonably imagined, 
would ariſe from gratitude for dignity and power ſo liberally confer- 
red, ſhould in time forget that corner of the earth on which his an- 


ceftors had reſided, and act, not as elector of Hanover, but as king 


of Britain, as the governor of a mighty nation, and the lord of large 
dominions. 


It was expreſsly determined, that this nation ſhould never be in- 
volved in war for the defence of the dominions on the continent, 
| and 
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and doubtleſs the ſame policy that has reſtrained us from extending 
our conqueſts in countries, from which ſome advantages might be 
received, ought to forbid all expenſive and hazardous meaſures; 
for the ſake of territories from whence no benefit can be reaped. 

Nor are the purpoſes, Sir, for which this ſupply is demanded, 4th 
only objections that may be urged againſt it, for the manner in which 
jt is aſked, makes it neceſſary at leaſt to delay it. The miniſters have 
been ſo little accuſtomed to refuſals that they have forgot when to aſl 
with decency, and expect the treaſure of the nation to be poured 
upon them, whenever they ſhall-think it proper to hint that they 
have diſcovered ſome new opportunity of expence. 

It is neceſſary, that when a ſupply is deſired, the houſe ſhould de 
informed, ſome time before, of the ſum that is required, and of the 
ends to which it is to be applied, that every member may conſider, 
at leiſure, the expediency of the meaſures propoſed, and the propor- : 
tion of the ſum to the occaſion on which it is demanded ; ; that he may 
examine what are the moſt proper methods of raiſing it, and perhaps 
enquire with' what willingneſs his conſtituents will advance : 

Whether any. man is enabled by his acuteneſs and experience, to 
determine all theſe queſtions upon momentaneous reflection, I cannot 
decide. For my part, I confeſs'myſelf one of thoſe on whom nature 
has beſtowed no ſuch. faculties, and therefore moye that the conſide- 
ration of this ſupply may be deferred for a few days: for if it be 
now preſſed upon us, I ſhall vote againſt it, becauſe I do not yet fully 
diſcover all the reaſons for it, nor all the conſequences which it may 
produce, and I think myſelf obliged to know for what pirpoly, 7 
give away the money which is not my own. | 

Mr. VIV ER ſpoke as follows: — Sir, whatever may be the necef- 
ſity of maintaining the pragmatick ſanction, or whatever the obliga- 
tions of national pacts, of which I hope no man is deſirous of counte- 
nancing the negle&, yet they cannot oblige us to arm without an 
enemy, to embarraſs ourſelves with watching every poſlibility - of 
danger, to garriſon dominions which are not threatened, or aſſert 
rights which are not invaded. | | 

The expediency of maintaining the houſe of Auſtria on the Impe- 
rial throne, it is not at preſent neceſſary to aſſert, becauſe it does not 
appear that any'other family is aſpiring to it. There may indeed be 
whiſpers of ſecret deſigns and artful machinations, whiſpers, perhaps, | 


ſpread only to affrigut the court into treaties, or the ſenate into 
grants; 


DDr 
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| grants or deſigns, which, like a thouſand others that every day pro- 
duces, innumerable accidents may defeat, which may be diſcovered, 
not only before they ate executed, but before they are fully formed, 
and which therefore are not worthy to vos at much 1 our ens 
or to exhauſt the wealth of the people. 15 | 
!0 The-pragmatick. ſanction is nothing more 1556 4 etc 
Imperial dignity upon the eldeſt daughter of the late German empe. 
ror and her fon, and if the has no ſon, upon the ſon of the ſecond 


daughter; not has the crown of Britain, by engaging to fuppert that 


function, promifed any thing more than to preſerve this order of 
fucceflion, which no power at preſent is pong ae to e 
and which therefote at preſent requires no defence. [ob dy 

The diſpute, Sir, between the king of Pruſſia 345 Hg was of 
Hungary i is of a different kind, nor is it our duty to engages in it, 
either as parties or judges. He lays claim to certain territories 
uſurped, as he alleges, from his anceſtors by the Auſtrian family, 
and aſſerts, by force, this claim, which is equally valid; whether the 
queen be empreſs or not. We have no right to limit his dominions, 
or obligation to examine the juſtice of his demands, If he is only 
endeavouring to gain what has been forcibly with - meld from bim, 
what right have we to obſtruct his undercaking ? And if the queen 
can ſhow 2 better title, ſhe is, like all other ſovereigus, at liberty to 
maintain it; nor are we neceſſarily to erect ourſelves gen bes 
tween fovereigns, or diſtributors of dominion, - - > 9987 

The conteſt ſcems to have very little relation to the e 


ſanction : if the king of Pruſſia ſucceeds, he will contribute to ſupport | 


it; and if the queen is able to fruſtrate his u e dhe en de too 
ee to need our aſſiſtancſde. 

But though, Sir, the pragmatick ſanction were in e ka 
tion, are we to ſtand up alone in defence of it, while other nations, 
equally engaged with ourſelves by intereſt and by treaties, fit ſtill to 


look upon the conteſt, and gather thoſe advantages of peace which 
we indifcrectly throw away? | Are we able to maintain it without 


aſſiſtance, or are we to exhauſt our country, and ruin, our poſterity 
in profecution of a hopeleſs project, to ſpend what.can never be re- 
paid, and to fight with certainty of a defeat? 

The Dutch, whofe engagements and whoſe intereſts are the ſams 
as our own, have not yet made any addition to their expences, nor 
augmentation of their troops ; ; nor does 3 ſingle potentate of Europe, 


however | 
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however united by long alliances to the houſe of Auſtria, or 
endangered by revolutions in the empire, appear to rouſe at the ap- 
proach of alarm, or think himſelf Wer to een 
whom he is not yet injured. Ns. 9101136) doaidw bas 
I cannot therefore perſuade myſelf that we are to ſtand 1 
in the defence of the pragmatick ſanction, to fight the quarrel" of 
others, or live in Perpetus $4 _ our Ned d may 1 
5 io 104 712 1 an 01 Of <8 1 54! as 1051 
shall always think it my Fa bunte W with 
, the utmoſt parſimony, nor ever intend, but on the moſt preſſing ne · 
ceſſity, to load with new exactions a nation already overwhelmed 
with debts, harraſſed with taxes, and plundered by a ſtanding army. 
For what purpoſe theſe numerous ſorces are maintained, whofare 
now preying on the publick 3 why we increaſe; our. armies by. land 
when we oniy ſight by ſea,z why we aggravate the burthen of the war, 
and add domeſtick oppreſſions to foreign injuries, I am at a loſs to 
determine. Surely ſome. regard ſhould be had to the ſatisfaction of 
the people, who ought not, during the preſent ſcarcity of proviſions, 
to be ſtarved by. e en ol an 7800 which ſeems ſupported. only 
| to conſume them. 24 51001 AW ine 04 nt line 
As therefore part South e cp is in my opinion Ae" 
ſary, I ſhall not contribute to aggravate it by a new grant, for put 
poſes of which I cannot diſcover your CT? you e the advan» 
tage of the publick, 44 | 11999, 
Sir RongRH WALPOLE replied: —_ following effect WP the 
pragmatiek ſanction, which we are engaged to ſupport, is not con- 
fined to the preſervation of the order of ſucceſſion, but extends to 
all the rights of the houſe of Auſtria which is now attacked, and by 
a very formidable enemy, at a time: of . eee and 
therefore requires our aſſiſtancte. b. 5 
Tpbat others equally obliged: by arab * deen to 1 their 
help on this occaſion ſit reluctive, either through cowardice: or neg · 
lizence; or ſome proſpect of temporary advantage, may, perhaps, bo 
true; but is it any exeuſe of a crime, that he who commits it is not 
the only criminal?! Will the breach of faith in others excuſe it in 
us? Ought we not rather to animate them by our activity, inſtruct 
them by our example, and awaken them by our repreſentations? 
Perhaps the other powers ſay to themſelves, and to one another, 


| ey ould we keep that Fong Which Britain is violating? Why 
ſhould 


384 DEBATE Oe arab 16, 
ſhould we expoſe ourſelves to danger, of which that mighty nation, 
fo celebrated for courage, is afraid? Why ſhould. we ruſh into 
war, in which our ak * ally ſeems ni to ſupport 


us:? 

Thus the ſame argument, an argument widently falſe, and made 
ae only by intereſt, may be uſed by all, till ſome one, more 
bold and honeff than the reſt, ſhall dare to riſe in vindication of thoſe 


rights which all have promiſed to maintain; and why ſhould not the 
greateſt nation be the firſt that ſhall avow her ſolemn engagements ? 
Why ſhould not they be moſt diligent in the pieſeoution of an affair 
who have molt to loſe by its miſcarriage ? | 


1 am always willing to believe, that no member of this aſſembly 


makes uſe in any folemn debate of arguments which do not appear 
rational to himſelf, and yet it is difficult to conceive that any man 


can imagine himſelf releaſed from a promiſe, becauſe the ſame pro- 


miſe is broken by another, or that he is at liberty to deſert his friend 


ia diftreſs, becauſe others deſert him, whoſe good offices he has equal 


reaſon to expect, and that the more his — is needed, me more 
right he has to deny it. 


Surely ſuch arguments as theſe FIR not, ao not a ottfiracios, 
Before we regulate our conduct by that of others, we muſt either 


prove that they have done right, which proof will be a ſufficient de- 
fence without the precedent, or own that they are more capable of 
Judging than we, and that therefore we pay an implicit ſubmiſſion 
to their dictates and example; a ſacriſice which we ſhall not willing- 


ly make: to the vanity of our neighbours. 


In the preſent caſe it is evident that if other nations bs ences the per- 5 
. formance of their contracts, they are guilty of the breach of publick 


faith ; of a crime, that, if it ſhould generally be imitated, would diſ- 
ſolve ſociety, and throw human nature into confuſion, that would 
change the moſt happy region into N in whi r e aV ; 


be preying on another. 


Nor are they only propagating an 9 n in ſome diſtant 


times may be pleaded againſt themſelves, but they are expoling 


themſelves to more immediate dangers; they are forwarding de- 
figns that have no tendency but to their ruin, they are adding 
ſtrength to their inveterate enemies, and beckoning invaſion to their 
own an. | = 


; 


. 
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Let us, therefore, inſtead of hardening ourſelves in perfidy, or 
lulling ourſelves in ſecurity by their example, exert all our influence 
to unite them, and all our power to aſſiſt them. Let us ſhow them 

what they ought to determine by our reſohutiotis; and teach them to 
act by our vigour ; that, if the houſe of Auſtria be preſerved; our al- 
liance may be ſtrengthened by new motives of gratitude; and that, if 
it muſt be that the liberties of this part of the world be loft, we may | 
not reproach ourſelves with having neglected to defend them, 

Mr. PELHAM ſpoke next to this purpoſe :—Sir, it is not to be ſup- 
poſed that ſuch members of this aſſembly as are not engaged in pub- 
lick affairs ſhould receive very exact intelligence of the diſpoſitions of 
foreign powers, and therefore I do not wonder that the conduct of 
the Dutch has been miſrepreſented, and that they are ſuſpected of 
neglecting their e at a time when they are endeavouring 5 
to perform them. | 

The Dutch have now under conſideration the moſt proper me- 
thods of aſſiſting the queen of Hungary, and maintaining the prag- 
matick ſanction: it may be indeed juſtly ſuſpected from the nature of 
their conſtitution, that their motions will be flow, but i it cannot be 
aſſerted, that they break their engagements, or deſert their con- 


federates. 


Nor is there any reaſon for i imagining that the other princes who 
have incurred the ſame obligations, will not endeavour to perform 


their promiſes; it may be eaſily conceived that ſome of them are not 


able at a ſudden ſummons to afford great aſſiſtance, and that others 
may wait the reſult of our deliberations, and regulate their conduct 


by our example. 


Not that we ought to neglect our engagements, or endanger our | 


country, becauſe other powers are either perfidious, or inſenſible; for 


I am not afraid to declare, that if that ſhould happen, which there is 
no reaſon to ſuſpect, if all the other powers ſhould deſert the defence of 
the Auſtrian line, ſhould conſent to annul the pragmatick ſanction, and 
leave the queen of Hungary to the mercy of her enemies, I would ad- 
viſe that Britain alone ſhould pour her armies into the continent, 


that ſhe ſhould defend her ally againſt the moſt formidable confede- 


racy, and ſhow mankind an example of conſtancy not to be haken, 


and of faith not to be violated. 


If it be therefore our duty to ſupport the 1 4 8 it is 


| now the time for declaring our reſolutions, when the Imperial crown 


Vol, I, Ge | 1 
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is claimed by a multitude of competitors, among whom the elector of 
Bavaria, a very powerful prince, has by his minilter notified his pre. 
tenſions to the court of Britain. 

The antient alliance between this prince and the French is well 
known, nor can we doubt that he will not now-implore their afliſt. 
ance for the attainment of the throne to which he aſpires ; 3 and I need 
not ſay what may be expected from an emperor whoſe nnn 
was procured by the forces of France. 

Nor is this the only prince that claims the Imperial crown upon 
plauſible pretences, or whoſe claims other powers may combine to 
ſupport ; it is well known that even the Spaniſh monarch believes 
himſelf intitled to it, nor can we, who have no communication with 
him, know whether he has not declared to all the other princes of 
Europe, his reſolution to aſſert his claim. 

It is far from being impoſſible that the ee de of the 
houſe of Bourbon may be revived, and that though no ſingle 
prince of that family ſhould attempt to mount the Imperial throne, 
they may all conſpire to diſmember the empire into petty king- 
doms, and free themſelves from the dread of a formidable neigh- 
bour, by erecting a number of diminutive ſovereigns, who may be al- 
ways courting the aſſiſtance of N protectors, for the _ of har- 
raſſing each other. 

Thus will the houſe by which Europe has been hitherto protected, 

fink into an empty name, and we ſhall be left to ſtand alone againſt 


Ke» the powers that profeſs a different N and whoſe intereſt is 
op poſite to that of Britain. | 


We ought indeed to act with the utmoſt vigour, when we fee one 
of the moſt powerful of the reformed princes ſo far forgetful of the 
intereſt of our religion as to co-operate with the deſigns of France, 
and ſo intent upon improving the opportunity of diſtreſſing the houſe 
of Auſtria, as to neglect the common cauſe, and expoſe himſelf or his 
pPoſterity to the _— of becoming a . on de houſe of 
* 

For this reaſon, I cannot agree that our army, though numerous 
and burthenſome, is greater than the neceſſity of affairs requires: if we 
* caſt our eyes on the continent, nothing is to be ſeen but general con- 
fuſion, powerful armies in motion, the dominions of one prince in- 
vaded, of another threatened, the tumults of ambition in one * 

and a panic ſtillneſs i in er 
What 


had ; 


of po 
drive! 
Dutc 
men 
of A 
ſerva 

ITI 
own 
leſs i 


41741.] d N o nv v AA = 387 

What will be the event of theſe commotions who can diſcover ? 
And how can we know what. may determine the courſe of that flood 
of power, which is now in a ſtate of uncertain fluctuation, or ſeems 
driven to different points by different impulſes? How ſoon may the 
Dutch ſee their barrier attacked, and call upon us for. the ten thouſand 
men which we are obliged to ſend them ? How ſoon may the houſe 
of Auſtria be fo diſtreſſed as to require all our Pong for its ues 
ſervation ? 1 

That we are to leave 3 at for the Gieurieg of our 
own religion and liberty, will eaſily be granted; and, therefore, un- 
leſs it can be proved that we may be equally ſecure, though the houſe 
of Auſtria be ruined, it will neceſſarily follow that we are with all 
our power to enforce the obſervation of the pragmatick ſanction. 

This is not an act of romantic generoſity, but ſuch as the cloſeſt 
attention to our own intereſt ſhows to be neceſſary : in defending 
the queen of Hungary we defend ourſelves, and only extinguiſh that 
flame, by which, if it be ſuffered to ſpread, we ſhall ourſelves be con- 


| ſumed. The empire may be conſidered as the bulwark of Britain, 


which, if it be thrown down, leaves us naked and defenceleſs. 
Let us therefore conſider our own danger, and remember, that 
while we are conſidering this ſupply, we are eee upon nothing 


leſs than the fate of our country. 
Mr. PULTENEY ſpoke next to the effect following: Sir, I am on 


this occaſion of an opinion different from that of the honourable mem- 


ber who ſpoke the ſecond in this debate, though on moſt queſtions 
our judgment has been the ſame. I am ſo far from ſeconding his 
propoſal for delaying the conſideration of this ſupply, that I think it 
may juſtly be enquired, why it was not ſooner propoſed. 
For the ſupport of the houſe of Auſtria, and the affertion of the 
pragmatick ſanction, no man can be more zealous than myſelf; I am 
convinced how cloſely the intereſt of this nation and that of the Au- 
ftrian family are united, and how much either muſt be endangered by 


the ruin of the other, and therefore; I ſhall not delay, for a ſingle 


moment, my conſent to any meaſures that may re-eftabliſh our in- 
tereſt on the continent, and reſcue Germany once more from the jaws 


of F rance. 


I am afraid that we have loſt part of our flies; in the neigh- 


douring countries, and that the name of Britain is leſs formidable than 
heretofore ; but Ih reputation is loſt, it is time to recover it, and 1 


Ce 2 doubt 


* 
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edler of 


An 16, 
doubt not but it may be recovered by the ſame means that it was at firſt 


obtained. Ourarmies may be yet n. 3 and our * 


equally perſuaſive. 

We have not yet ſuffered, amidſt all our miſconduct, our naval 
force to be diminiſhed; our ſailors yet retain their antient courage, 
and our fleets are ſufficient to keep the dominion of the ocean, and 
preſeribe limits to the commerce of every nation. While this power 
remains unimpaired, while Britain retains her natural ſuperiority, 
and aſſerts the honour of her flag in every climate, we cannot 
become deſpicable, nor can any nation ridicule our menaces or 
ſcorn our alliance, We may ſtil] extend our influence to the inland 


countries, and awe thoſe nations which we cannot invade. 


To preſerve this power let us watch over the diſpoſal of our 
money; money is the ſource of dominion ; thoſe nations may be for- 


midable for their afluence which are not conſiderable for their num- 


bers; and by a negligent profuſion of their wealth, the moſt 
powerful people may languiſh into imbecillity, and fink into con- 
tempt. 

If the grant which is now demanded will be ſufficient to produce 
the ends to which it is propoſed to be applied, if we are aſſured of 
the proper application of it, I ſhall agree to it without heſitation, 
But though it cannot be affirmed that the ſum now demanded is too 
high a price for the liberties of Europe, it is at leaſt more than ought 


to be ſquandered without effect, and we ought at leaſt to know be- 


fore we grant it what advantages may be expected from it. 


May not the ſum demanded for the ſupport of the queen of Hun- 
gary be employed to promote very different intereſts? May it not be 
laviſhed to ſupport that power to which our grants have too long con- 


tributed, that power by which ourſelves have been awed, and the ad- 
miniſtration has tyrannized without controul? 


If this ſum is really intended to ſupport the queen of Hungary, may 


we not enquire how it is to be employed for her ſervice? Is it to be 
ſent. her for the payment of her armies and the ſupport of her court? 
Should we not more effectually ſecure her dominions by purchaſing 
with it the friendſhip and aſſiſtance of the king of Pruſſia, a prince, 
whoſe extent of dominions and numerous forces make him not more 
formidable than his perſonal qualities. 


What may be hoped, Sir, from a prince of wiſdom and — 


-at the head of a hundred and ten thouſand regular troops, with eight 
: | millions 
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millions in his treaſury? How much he muſt neceſſarily add to the 
: ſtrength of any party in which he ſhall engage, is unneceſſary to men- 
7 tion; it is evident, without proof, that nothing could ſo much 
contribute to the re-eſtabliſhment of the houſe of Auſtria, as a 
reconciliation with this mighty prince, and that to bring it to paſs 
Ser would be the moſt effectual method of ſerving the unfortunate queen 
that requires our aſſiſtance. | . 
Why we ſhould deſpair, Sir, of ſuch a reconciliation I cannot per- 
155 ceive; a reconciliation equally conducive to the real intereſt of 
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both parties. It may be proved, with very little difficulty, to the | 
| 
| 


oy king of Pruſſia, that he is now aſſiſting thoſe with whom intereſts 
nd F : 3 3 ä 
incompatible and religions irreconcilable have ſet him at variance, 
whom he can never ſee proſperous but by the diminution of his own 
ur greatneſs,. and who will always project his ruin while they are enjoy- 
2 ing the advantages of his victories, We may eaſily convince him that 
+ their power will ſoon become by his aſſiſtance ſuch as he cannot hope 
oft 
4 to withſtand, and ſhow, from the examples of other princes, how 
dangerous it is to add tothe ſtrength of an ambitious neighbour. We 
5 may ſhow him how much the fate of the empire is now in his hands ⁶ñ 
of and how much more glorious and more advantageous it will be to pre- 
4 ſerve it from ruin, than to contribute to its deſtruction. þ 
If by ſuch arguments, Sir, this potent monarch can be induced to | 
0 ogg 6 h 
N act ſteadily in defence of the common cauſe, we may once more ſtand 
a at the head of a proteſtant confederacy; of a confederacy that may |; 
x1 contract the views and reprefs the ambition of the houſe of Bourbon, 
$ and alter their ſchemes of univerſal Oy into expedients for the 
i defence of their dominions. 
= But in tranſacting theſe affairs, let us not engage in any intricate 
treaties, nor amuſe ourfelves with diſplaying our abilities for negotia- 
2 tion; negotiation, that fatal art which we have learned as yet very im- 
perfectly, and which we have never attempted to practiſe but to our 
F own loſs, While we have been entangled in tedious diſquiſitions, 
, and retarded by artful delays, while our commiſſaries have been de- 
: bating about what was only denied to produce controverſies, and en- 
£ quiring after that which has been hid from them only to divert their 
attention from other queſtions, how many opportunities have been 


toft, and how often might we have ſecured by war, what was, at a 
much greater expence, loft by treaties. 


Treaties, Sir, are the artillery of our enemies, to which we have 
Cc 3 nothing 
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nothing to . they are weapons of which we know not the uſe, 


[APRIL 16, 


and which we can only eſcape by not coming within their reach. L 


| know not by what fatality it is, that to treat and to be cheated, are, 


with regard to Britons, words of the ſame ſignification; nor do [ 
intend, by this obſervation, to aſperſe the characters of particular per- 
ſons, for treaties, by whomſoever carried on, have ended always with 
the ſame ſucceſs. | 
It is time, thereſore, to know, at length, our oaks os our 
ſtrength, and to reſolve no longer to put ourſelves voluntarily into 
the power of our enemies: our troops have been always our ableſt 
negotiators, and to them it has been, for the moſt part, neceſſary at 
laft to refer our cauſe, 


Let us then always preſerve our martial character, and anlegt the 


praiſe of political cunning; a quality which, believe, we ſhall never 


attain, and which, if we could obtain, would add nothing to our ho- 
nour. Let it be the practice of the Britons to declare their reſolu- 
tions without reſerve, and adhere to them in oppoſition to danger; 
let them be ambitious of no other elogies than thoſe which may be 


gained by honeſty and courage, nor will they then ever find their allies 


diffident, or their enemies contemptuous. | 
By recovering and aſſerting this charaQter we may become once 
more the arbiters of Europe, and be courted by all the proteſtant 


powers as their protectors; we may once more ſubdue the ambition 


of the aſpiring French, and once more deliver the houſe of Auſtria 
from the inceſſant purſuit of thoſe reſtleſs enemies. 


The defence of that illuſtrious family, Sir, has always appeared to 


me, fince I ſtudied the ſtate of Europe, the unvariable intereſt of the 
Britiſh nation, and our obligations to ſupport it on this particular OC- 
caſion have already been ſufficiently explained, 

Whence i it proceeded, Sir, that thoſe who now ſo zealouſly eſpouſe 
the Auſtrian intereſt, have been ſo plainly forgetful of it on other oc- 
caſions, 1 cannot determine. That treaties have been made very little 
to the advantage of that family, and that its enemies have been ſuf- 
fered to inſult 1t without oppoſition, is well known; nor was it long 
ago that it was debated i in this houſe, whether any money | ſhould be 
lent to the late emperor. 

No pub! ick or private character can be ſupported, no enemy, Sir, 


can be intimidated, nor any friend confirmed in his adherence, but 


2 a Ready 2 and conſiſtent conduct, by propoſing i in all our actions 
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ſuch ends as may be openly avowed, and by purſuing them withour 
regard to temporary inconveniencies, or petty obſtacles. | , 

Such conduct, Sir, I would gladly recommend on the preſent o- 
Ada; on which I ſhould be far from adviſing a faint, an irreſolute, 
or momentary aſſiſtance, ſuch ſupplies as declare diffidence in our own 
ſtrength, or a mean inclination to pleaſe contrary parties at the ſame 
time, to perform our engagements with the queen, and continue our 
friendſhip with France. It is, in my opinion, proper to eſpouſe our 
ally with the ſpirit of a nation that expects her deciſions to be ratified, | 
that holds the balance of the world in her hand, and can deſtow con- 
queſt and empire at her pleaſure. x 

Yet, Sir, it cannot be denied that many powerful reaſons may be | 
brought againſt any new occaſions of expence, nor is it without hor- 
ror and aſtoniſhment that any man, converſant in political calcula- 
tions, can conſider the enormous profuſion of the national treaſure. 
In the late dreadful confuſion of the world, when the ambition of 
France had ſet half the nations of the earth on flame, when we ſent 
our armies to the continent, and fought the general quarrel of man- 
kind, we paid, during the reigns of king William and his great ſue- 
ceſſor, reigns of which every ſummer was diſtinguiſhed by ſome im- 
portant action, but four millions yearly. 

But our preparations for the preſent war, in which ſcarcely a ſingle 
ſhip of war has been taken, or a fingle fortreſs laid in ruins, have 
brought upon the nation an expence of five millions. So much more 
are we now obliged to pay to amuſe the weakeſt, than formerly to 
ſubdue the moſt powerful of our enemies. 

Frugality, which is always prudent, is, at this time, Sir, indiſ- 
penſable, when war, dreadful as it is, may be termed the lighteſt of 


our calamities; when the ſeaſons have diſappointed us of bread, and 
an univerſal] ſcarcity afflicts the nation. Every day brings us accounts 


from different parts of thecountry, and every account is a new evidence 
of the general calamity, of the want of employment for the poor, and 
its necefſary conſequence, the want of food. | 

He that is ſcarce able to preſerve himſelf, cannot be expected to 
aſſt others; nor is tha: money to be granted to foreign powers, 


which is wanted for the ſupport of our fellow- ſubjects, who are now 


languifhing with diſeaſes, which unaccuſtomed hardſhips and un- 


Wholelpmy proyions have "HO upon them, While we are pro- 
viding 
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viding againft diſtant dangers, and bewailing the diſtreſſes of the houſe 


of Auſtria, 

Let us not add to the miſeries of bins the mortifications of inſult 
and neglect; let our countrymen at leaſt divide our care with our 
allies, and while we form ſchemes for ſuccouring the queen of Hun- 
gary, let us endeavour to alleviate nearer r diſtreſſes, and prevent or 
paciſy domeſtick diſcontents. 


If there be any man whom the ſight of e cannot move to com- 


paſſion, who can hear the complaints. of want without ſympathy, and 
fe the general calamity of his country without employing one hour 
on ſchemes for its relief; let not that man dare to boaſt of integrity, 
fidelity, or honour ; let him not preſume to recommend the preſerva- 
tion of our faith, or adherence to our confederates: that wretch can 
have no real regard to any moral obligation, who has forgotten thoſe 


firſt duties which nature impreſſes ; nor can he that neglects the hap- 


pineſs of his country, recommend any good action for a good reaſon, 

It ſhould be conſidered, Sir, that we can only be uſeful to our al- 
lies, and formidable to our enemies, by being unanimous and mutu- 
ally confident of the good intentions of each other, and that nothing 
| but a ſteady attention to the publick welfare, a conſtant readineſs to 
remove grievances, and an apparent unwillingneſs. to impoſe new 
burthens, can produce that unanimity. 

As the cauſe is therefore neceſſarily to precede the effect, as foreign 
influence is the conſequence of happineſs at home, let us firſt endea- 
vour to eſtabliſh that alacrity and ſecurity that may animate the peo- 
ple to aſſert their antient ſuperiority to other nations, and reſtore that 
plenty which may raiſe them above any temptation to repine at aſ- 
ſiſtance given to our allies. 

No man, Sir, can very follicitouſly watch over the welfare of 
his neighbour, whoſe mind is depreſſed by poverty, or diſtracted by 


terrer; and when the nation ſhall ſee us anxious for the preſervation . 


of the queen of Hungary, and unconcerned about the wants of our 


fellow · ſubjects, what can be imagined, but that we have ſome me- 


thod of exempting ourſelves from the comman diſtreſs, and that we 
regard not the publick miſery when we do not feel it ? 

Sir RosERT WALPOLE replied, to the following effe& :—Sir, it 
is always proper for every man to lay down ſome principles upon 
which he propoſes to act, whether in publick or private; that he may 
not be always wayerinz, uncertain, and irreſolute; that his adherents 


may 
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may know what they are to expeQ, and his adverſaries be * to tell 
why they are oppoſed. 

It is neceſſary, Sir, even for his own ſake, that he may na be SS | 
iroggling with himſelf ; that he may know his own determinations, 
and enforce them by the reaſons which have prevailed upon him to 
form them ; that he may not argue in the ſame ſpeech to contrary 
purpoſes, and weary the attention of his hearers with contraſts and 
antitheſes. 

When a man ande the neceſſity of granting a ſupply, expatiates 
upon the danger that may be produced by retarding it, declares 
againſt the leaſt delay, however ſpeciouſly propoſed, and inforces the 
arguments which have been already offered to ſhow how much it is 
our duty and intereſt to allow it ; may it not reaſonably be imagined, 
that he intends to promote it, and is endeavouring to convince them 


of that neceſſity of which he ſeems himſelf convinced? 


But when the ſame man proceeds to diſplay, with equal eloquence, 
the preſent calamities of the nation, and tells to how much 
better. purpoſes the ſum thus demanded may be applied ; when he 
dwells upon the poſfibility that an impolitick uſe may be made of the 
national treaſure, and hints that it may be aſked for one purpoſe 
and employed to another, what can be collected from his harangue, 
however elegant, entertaining, and pathetick? How can his true 
opinion be diſcovered ? Or how ſhall we fix ſuch fugitive * 
ſuch variable rhetoric ? 

I am not able, Sir, to diſcern, why truth ſhould be obſcured; or 
why any man ſhould take pleaſure in heaping together all the argu» 
ments that his knowledge may ſupply, or his imagination ſuggeſt, 
againſt a propoſition which he cannot deny. Nor can I aſſign any 
good purpoſe that can be promoted by perpetual renewals of debate, 
and by a repetition of objections, which have in former conferences, 
on the ſame occaſion, been found of little force. | 

When the ſyſtem of affairs is not fully laid open, and the ſchemes 
of the adminiſtration are in part unknown, it is eaſy to raiſe objections 
formidable in appearance, which perhaps cannot be anſwered till the 
neceſſity of ſecrecy is taken away, When any general calamity has 
fallen upon a nation, it is a very fruitful topic of rhetoric, and may 
be very pathetically exaggerated, upon a thouſand occaſions to which 


it has no neceſſary relation, 
Such * 
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Such, f in my opinion, Sir, is the uſe now made of the preſent ſcars 


city, a misfortune inflicted upon us by the hand of Providence alone; 
not upon us only, but upon all the nations on this ſide of the globe, 
many of which ſuffer more, but none leſs than ourſelves, 


If at ſuch a time it is more burthenſome to the nation to raiſe ſup. 
plies, 'it muſt be remembered, that it is in proportion difficult to 
other nations to oppoſe thoſe meaſures for which the ſupplies are 
granted ; and that the ſame ſum is of greater efficacy in times of ſear- 
city than of plenty. 

Our preſent diſtreſs will, I hope, ſoon be at an end; and perhaps 
a few days may produce at leaſt ſome alteration. It is not without rea- 
fon, that I expect the news of ſome ſucceſsful attempts in America, 
which will convince-the nation, that the preparations for war have 
not heen idle ſhows, contrived to produce unneceſſary expences. 

In the mean time, it is neceſſary that we ſupport that power which 
may be able to aſſiſt us againſt France, the only nation from which 
any danger can threaten us, even . our b in America ſhould 
be unſucceſsful. 

If we defeat the Spaniards, 0 we may aſſiſt the out of Auſtria with- 
out difficulty, and. if we fail in our attempts, their alliance will be 
more neceſſary, The ſum demanded for this important purpoſe 
cannot be cenſured as exorbitant, yet will, I hope, be ſufficient : if 
more ſhould hereafter appear neeeſſary, I doubt not out it will be 


granted. 


The queſtion paſſed without _ 
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